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The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth, in-
cluding Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district, and to foster a community spirit". It is non-
political, non=-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the Society.

The annual subscription is £1 (minimum), Postal £1.50 (minimum).
Further information may be obtained from any of the following:-

Chairman P.A, Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth.

Vice=Chairman - Mr. K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth:

Hon., Secretary Mrs. B.Ge Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Barton=z
Lane, Petworth. (Tel. 42226)

Hone. Treasurer = Mr. R.A. Sneller, 16 Littlecote,
Petworth., (Tel, 42507)

Hon. Membership Sec. Mrs. Je. Boss, North Street, Petworth.

Committee Lord Egremont, Mrs, Audrey Grimwood,
Mr., R. Pottington, Mrs. Margaret Hill,
Mrse Sonia Rix, Mrs. C.M. Sheridan,
Mrse. Anne Simmons, Mr. D4S. Sneller,
Mr, J. Taylor, lirs, D. Thorpe.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

Once more this is a very full Bulletin so I am keeping these notes
to a bare minimum. The early spring activities are as usual on a
separate sheet. The various autumn activities have clearly been
to the liking of members and membership is growing very quickly
indeed, One consequence of this is that spare issues of this pre-
sent Bulletin will be very hard to come by. This is because we
order a set number of printed covers for the whole year, the same
for each quarter and have to estimate possible demand. By now
however the number of members must roughly equal the number of
covers printed for this, the last quarter.

While we never have any trouble finding material for the Bulletin,
remember that if you do have something to say about Petworth, we'll
squeeze it in somewhere. As I have observed before this is your
Bulletin and what interests you about Petworth will probably in-
terest others.

No luck with the Petworth Echo so far but there's a full-scale
search on. Don't miss the January meeting on Petworth articles of
yesteryear and don't forget to bring something yourself,

P.AIJ.
UINTER

Winter is the last of four seasons in the year's cycle. It does
not exist for enjoyment but rather must be endured with resourceful
patience; it is a period of hardship and discomfort, of drudgery,
drabness and grey colours, There was a time not that long ago when
winter was glamorous and had excitement, and was in every sense a
festive time. DMore recently it hes become an unwanted interlude in
nature's other warmer sequence., The first icey blasts that numb
ears and finger tips herald more than just a passing spell of in-
clement weather, They warn of wecks and months to come, maybe 100
days or more, of privations and trials; in a way it is an annual
package deal to test survival.

Each year it is the same; by creeping up deliberately with stealth,
winter catches us complacent and unprepared. One day a distant
best forgotten forecast, the next a three dimensional reality.
October is the guilty month within whose confines the vitality of
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Then one night the snow comes; unseen at first and unannounced,
with deceptively timid beginnings. Renowned as an opportunist it
is quick to sieze the advantage of surprise and in no time at all
its thick blanket has enveloped the land. In the name of 'protec-
tion' it has blotted out the details of the rustic scene - no more
is there sharpness or definition. The shapes so recently immorta-
lised by frosts' icey finger as clear lines and angles are mellowed,
becoming more subdued as curves. Snow, like death, is an impartial
leveller,

In a landscape cf snow every transitory pedestrian leaves notice of
his travel, in print so to speak. Poachers, keepers, hunting
animal or hunted, all must make their mark; unseemly violations
really of the virgin tracts of whitee A new fall or drifting
action will hide tracks, but only a thaw can erase them for ever.
And the thaw of course is ages ccuing. Winter passes at a snail's
pace where a cheetah's would be preferred. Each day drags lethar-
gically from one hour to the next as if the effort of over-hauling
minutes is an onerous andwesriscme task. Gradually though with un-
disguised reluctance spring draws nearer, apparently loath to com-
pete with winter fcr contrcl, But compete it must, and win, for
thus it was ordained in the charter of the seasons that spring
shall fcllow winter, pgreys give way to greens, drabness surrender
and 1life return to lifeless lands.

s OI‘I‘-Ewing 0

Petworth in 1604-7

These and subsequent short entrics are taken from PHA 582 and 583 -
accounts of Bdward Francis, steward to the 9th Earl and covering
the years 160k=-5 and 1607-8, They are reproduced here by kind
permission of Lord Egremont.

Gyven to the noore of Pettworth for the releif of such as were
visited with the plavge. June 1lst £5.

Pd. to Morley for vi dayes gathering Emmat egs for ye phesants and
baking horsbread for the stallions., 20th June iv s.

Pd, to Hall and caryer for caryeing lamprey pies to London and
other things per bill, iiis ivd,
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world, Space permitting, it may be possible in a future Bulletin,
to write more of James Row's alventures in Tasmenia in so far as
they can be established. By chance, krs., Smart of Haywards Heath,
who contributes the following ncte on the Row family, is a direct
descendent from the Petworth Rows and the Row documents are ob-
viously of the greatest interest to her.

THE ROW FAMILY - a note

"Mrs. M.He. Smart (nec Row) of 9, Gander Hill, Haywards Heath, a new
member, wculd be most interested to hear of any anecdotes of - or
references to - the ROW TANILY who were living in Potworth in the
late 18th and early 19th centuries and had a shop there. Mrs.
Smart is descended from James Row who married Susanna Petar (whose
mother was a TOOTH) on Deccmber 30, 1791, Her grandfather, JOHN,
was their son, born in Petworth in 1805. He married three times
and Mrs., Smart is the daughter cf his last son by his third mar-
riagel She was very interested to learn from Mr, Jerrome, when
she visited him in September, that Trowels was once the home of
the Petar family."

*S,0Z6T 243 ur iadoo) piespy

THE VENNS FAMILY - a note

Mr. Chapman writes from London to enguire about one George Venns
born in 1852, Does anyone know where the Venns family lived in
Petworth or anything at 2ll about thems S. Rix would be most
pleased to hear from anyone able to help with this enquiry.

‘puejden 'n °'n Aq ydeirdojoyg
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SOME MILITARY REMAINS IN THE PHEASANT COPSE

The Pheasant Copse forms part of the old "Outwood" annexed by
Henry 9th Earl of Nortrumberland towards the end of the sixteenth
century. Outwood, a technical name for an unenclosed wood, had
belonged to the lord of the manor, but the tenants retained the
right to use it for grazing. According to the Earl, the tenants
had given up their rights in Outwood in return for similar rights
at Middlecarr (Colhook) but this was bitterly disputed from the
tenants' side, From that time, this area, never very productive
land, was part of the Earl's "emparking'. We have spoken in pre-
vious Bullctins of the decline and decay of the several stews or
stock-pond in the Pheascnt Copse and of their present-day rein-
statement, and in this article would like to draw attention to
another chapter in the history of this piece of land - its wartime
use as a base for troocps and the {gmains from that occupation that
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still survive at this day. The Pheasant Copse was commandeered by
the Ministry of Defence in mid-1940. A tented camp for 800 men was
the first occupation, then in 1941 came the construction of semi-
permanent huts, roads, water supnlies etc. A gocd starting point
would be the gate almost opposite Parkhurst Farm on the road from
Upperton to Lurgashall, This gate was made for the military and
had a guard post with a sentry on cither side and guard huts to the
rear. The concrete platforms for these huts still survive although
the huts themselves have longz since gone. The other entrances to
the encampment were similarly guarded and there is a famous story
of Lord Leconfield going into the encampment during the war, being
challenged by an American sentry, and being unable to prove his
identity. His lordship was confined to the guardroom until his
identity could be established., For from being angry Lord Lecon-
field commended the efficiency of the security arrangements.

Oneither side of the track from the Parkhurst entrance there
stretched lines of huts, nissen cr precast concrete slab huts.

These have all gone now and the wccdland has reverted to something
like its old form. Yet, over forty years later, the outline of huts
and paths can still be made out, particularly in winter when the
undergrowth has dried off and decayed. The whcle camp was surrounded
on the perimeter by the normal barbed wire entangléments. The number
of Troops varied. At its lowest there were some 3,500 men and at

its highest perhaps almost 10,000, Such land as was not occupied by
huts was given cver to vehicle parks and ammunition and fuel dumps.
The most cbvicus survivals of thiis activity, are now the two concrete
water storage tanks stonding on higher ground in the Pheasant Copse
and long since disused, When c.nnected to the town mains supply

they provided storage for water throughout the camp. The control
valve pits also remain. One of the huge concrete tanks is clearly
visible over the Park wall from the Londcn Rcad. They are a geod

20 feet high, built on 6 great pillars of reinforced concrete. They
had a surface area of some 30 feet by 20 feet with a depth of 6

feet, giving o cubic capacity of some 3,600 cubic feet and holding
approximately 20,000 pallons. he mecre westerly tank stands on the
left of the track just inside the Parkhurst entrance among older
trees, many visibly and invisibly scarred with telephone wires,
telephone cups, bullets and shrapnel, now long since worked into

the very tissues of each trece. This admixture makes the timber of
rather uncertain value, while the new growth timber has of course
escaped these relics, The scwage treatment plant for the Pheasant
Copse Camp was greater than the corrcsponding Petworth one and some
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George Pitman, his successor over the last quarter of the year.
Perhaps Holliard had died in the autumn of 1651. Richard Chapman
was paid 8/8d. at Syon for shoeing and drenching horscs that were
to be sold. "Drenching" a horsc meant to administer medicine to
hime Richard Allen reccived £8.4.2. for work done about coaches
and waggons and fcr mending and cleansing pistols and "carrabins"
(carbines)., Smith and farrier's work fur the year totals £62.2.10.
Richard Allen has a similar cntry for the two previous years and
Chapman was paid £1.8.6. in 1649 for shoeing and blonding (?)
horses at Syon. Holliard, the late farrier, appears of course in
both previous rolls.

Horsemeat is the next entry, sharing a common subtotal with the
skilled craftsmen and predictably the largest single expense. The
price of oatshed varied with the scason but 440 quarters had gone
to Petworth and some 90 to Syon - an outlay of £460 in all. This
would suggest, what cne would in any casc expect, that the Earl's
real equestrian base was at Petworth rather than Syon. Beans at
Petwerth and Syon amounted to some £9.14,6., again more at Petworth
(49 quarters 7 bushel) than at Syon (19 quarters 4 bushel). 6%
bushel of malt and a peck and a half of hempseed for sick horses
cost 23/2d., A little bran had been used for the colts at a shil-
ling a bushel and 7 lecads of straw had been bought at Petworth as
oprosed to 14 at Syon, Pcrhaps at Petworth there was a need to buy
in straw only occasionally. The whole item horsemeat comes to
£490,17,8, The 1649 account is similar, has no hempsecd but adds
7/= for chaff for the cart-horscs. Oats were 448 quarters at Pet-
worth, 47 at Syon and 7 at London, 1650 is similar tco but adds
240 todd of hay at Petworth and two loads of old hay. A todd was

a bulk measure of no very exact proportion.

Sundry necessaries follow f.r the stables at Petworth and Syon:
"shovells sives mopps broomes switches sizers prings hempen hal-
ters and such likes.s'" a sum of £7.17.11s This is a standard item
and appears almost unchanged in the two preceding rolls, The first
main section of the rell closes here giving a total so far for dis-
bursements of £655.9.5. made up as follows:

Bitmaker's work . 11, 4,
Coachmaker's work Dalbi
Harnessmaker's work B0
Coppersmith's work 2a Ds

Carried Forward oo 27. k.
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') The patterning on the photograph is caused by cracking on the negative coating.
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The Masons Arms a hundred years ago.

of Petworth.

Brought Forward 27. ks O
Saddler's work  ee 67.17: O
Smith's and farrier's 62. 2410
Horsemecat o ve 490.,17. 8
Sundry necessaries Vol ekl

£655¢ 9. 5

A separate item with a main account heading of its own is "Apparrell
and necessaries for his Lordshipp's ffootmen coachmen groomes and
postillians with £3.3.0 for severall neccs for my Lord Percy's boy
the scme of £155.,18,0.," This is another entry that varies little
from roll to roll.

Some mention of hcerses sold had been made at the beginning of the
roll but 5846 has nc entry for horscs bought - a prominent item in
the two preceding years, This entry (some £140 in 1649 and some
£100 in 1650) has its own subtotal and comes after sundry necessa-
ries for the stables. 2£12.5.0 had been laid out in 1649 for a brown
bay gelding bought for the Achatower (i.e. Achatour), cr purchaser
of precvisions, probably a member of the royal household in this, the
year of the King's execution, an act that would deeply trouble the
Earl, Lord High Admiral of England and Parliamentarian as he was,
Another gelding, black this time and bought in Smithfield that same
year for the Achatour, had cost some £12,10.0, Two grey mares worth
£15 and one black (£9) and one grey gelding (£11) had been purchased
for troopers. No horses were purchased either for the Achatour or
for troopers in 1650, just cne dun nag fer a dragooner,

"Sondry other payments', the next item is a ragbag of oddments -
everything in fact that did not fit conveniently into the entries
already mentioned, and the two preceding rolls have an equally mis-
cellaneous collection of disbursements. Items in 5846 include
glazing the windows about the stables and granaries, oiling and
blacking the wagon, ribbon for the hecrses, a launce for my Lord
Percy, colouring the coach wheels, and "standing" i.e. garaging of
the "imbrodered" and the '"cloth" ccaches. A brass kettle for the
stable had cost 10/-, weeding the causeways 49/3d. and washing horse-
cloths 16/9d. There follow entries for medical treatment for stable
servants and expenses of 49/2d. connected with sending a horse named
Butler into Hollond. Boathire of Stephen Swayle on several occasions
came to 5/4d. and charges for two horses that strayed out of the
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Miss R, Callingham, 11 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Mrs. E. Cant, 5 Oakwood Ccurt, Park Rise, Petworth.

Mrs. M. Carter, 8 Linden Court, Park Rise, Petworth,.

Mr. R, Challen, Hillside, Graffham, Nr. Petworth.

Mrs. G. Connor, 19 Wyndham Road, Pectworth.

Mrs. Creswick, Byhill Cocttage, Egdean, Pulborough,

Mrs. M.J. Dormer, 17 Martlet Road, Petworth.
(Mr. K. Etherington, 6 The Fleet, Fittleworth.
(Mrs, V. Etherington, 6 The Fleet, Fittleworth.

Mrs. L. Etherington, Bushey Ccttage, South Lane, Tillington.
Mr. J.D. Exall, 23 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Dre & lrs. A. Field, Fir Cottage, Abinger Common, Surrey.

Mrs. E.L., Fogden, Kipson Bank, Halfway Bridge, Lodsworth,Petworth.
Mr, C. Gaut, 6 Meadow Way, Rothcrmead, Petworth.

Mrs., I, Murray, The Garden Flat, Bagend, Farnham Lane, Haslemere,
Mrs. S. Nicholls, Brownings, Kirdfcrd, Nr. Billingshurst,

Mrs. J«E. O'Leary, 10 Downview Road, Pctworth.

Mr. L. Osborn, Orchard Way, Locdsworth, Petworth.

Mrs. A. Page, 16 Winchester Road, Rustington, West Sussex.

Mrs., M. Peckett, 2 Oakwocd Court, Pectworth.

Mrs. M. Purser, 68 Wyndham Road, Petworth,

Mrs. M. Smart, 9 Gander Hill, llaywards Heath, West Sussecx.

Mr, J, Standing, Regent Cottage, Grove Strect, Petworth.

Mrs., G. Smith, Rindles, Selham Rood, Lodsworth,

Mr. R. Talbot, 7 Granville Road, Hove, SusscxXs

Mr. R.Ms 'Dickie" Taylor, 42 The Flats, Wyndham Road, Petworth.
Mre & lrse. Pe Wadey, 15 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Mr. D. Warner, Lower Ham Mead, Halfway Bridge, Petwourth,

Mrs, J, Wallis, 16 Rothermead, Petworth.

Mrs. Wright, %0 Wyndham Road, Potworth.

In case of difficulty (e.ge. nct receiving your Bulletin) please
contact Mrse. Johnson - the Hone Secrctary,

Petworth in 1604~7

Pd, to Dawtrey the shingler for layeing 21 thousand of shingles at
vii s the m (thousand) &vii-vii s and other worke ii s December
the xth per bill £vii-ix s.

Pd, to Anthony Gardener for work domne at Arbor Hill and for plash-
ing the trees and other work in ye great garden Nov. xviith ber
bill Z£iii-xiis-viid.

- 232 -







