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PETWORTH SOCIETY

Winter programme: please keep for reference

Monthly meetings: Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Refreshments. Raffle.

Tuesday December 17th Wednesday January 15th

Petworth Society Mr. Calvert

Christmas Evening

Two movie films:

Mince pies, punch. "Life in the Falkland
Islands"

Tuesday February 18th Tuesday March 1llth

Fred Shepherd with two Darrell Cunningham
Shows to include: of Heritage Wild Life
Rescue with Puff

2 and Bolero
"The Land of the e er

Mountain and the Flood" )
] "Oowls not Dodos"

Please note that there is an attendance limit for functions in the
Leconfield Hall and that for any of these evenings we may have to

limit numbers. It's a good idea to come just a little early to be
sure of a place.




: Leave PETWORTH SQUARE at 2.15.

Sunday January 26th Sunday February 23rd

Peter's Gog Walk J"s Snowdrop Walk

In which Peter tries In which J and friends
not to get lost in try to find the

the Gog. snowdrops.

No Cars.

Christmas cards 12p each. East Street or Lombard Street.
Available from Peter or Anne.

Ron Pidgley's map of Petworth 25p. I have seen copies coloured and framed
and these make very acceptable Christmas presents.

Stocks of Bulletin 40 and 41 are exhausted but it is worth enquiring about
earlier back numbers.

I am sure all members would like to join me in congratulating Mrs. House
of Heath End on reaching her 100th birthday today - Petworth Fair day.

20th November 1985.

P.S. Can anyone give us any information of the whereabouts of
Jacob's orchard? We would be very pleased if anyone could -
or even if anyone had ever heard the expression.













as usual. Better explain that. She used to rear chicks left with-
out mother, and kept ‘'em in folds close to her. 'Sides chicks she'd
snatched up quart of fresh milk for new baby - the best milk too :
twopence a quart. Not the skim!

When they reached manger, they found Joseph and Mary, and a baby.

Ted found 'is tongue, and told Joseph and Mary what had brought

them all there. Then they knelt. Felt they had to. Never been so
near to God in all their lives. Tommy Pett's donkey knelt too.
Afterwards, Tommy gave the Family his donkey. It was a grand present
for them. Anyway, Tommy was really too tall for the animal, or the
donkey was too small! His legs always dangled along the ground. It
used to make the kids laugh. But still, "What can I give him, poor
as I am, If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb". Tommy brought
a donkey!

That's where my story ends. Because it's where my dream ended. Only
for me, it's more than a dream. Every Christmas, Jesus is born again
in the hearts of new generations. Like a gift on a tree. Some accept
the gift, but don't undo the wrapping. Some open their parcel, and
discover the hidden splendour.

JeH o i)

FROM THe SUSSEX WEEKLY ADVERTISER

12th May 1794

"We hear from Petworth that under the patronage of Earl Egremont,
Wm. Mitford Esqg., and the other Magistrates acting for the Lower
division of the Rape of Arundel, a Friendly Society or Society of
Good Fellowship has been instituted there comprehending all the

parishes of that district which have not already Friendly Societies
in them.

The honorary members are many and respectable, who have subscribed
for the immediate fund at the first meeting no less than 200L, and
nearly as much more is expected from the neighbouring gentry who
have not been solicited for their subscriptions; and who did not
attend the first meeting.

The members are to receive 6 or 7 shillings per week when sick or
superannuated, and widows £7 per annum."

And the compliments of the season!
Photograph by G.G. Garland.
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Photograph by G.G.

By an AQ of Parliament paffed in the Year 1793, for the Encouragement and
Relicf of Friendly Socicties, Perfons belonging to a Society cftablifhed
according to the dire€tions of the faid A&, may refide in any Parifk
they choofz, and not be removable unlefs they are altually chargeable:
this great advantage, added to many others, which have been found to
arife from the Societies in different parts of the kingdom where they have

been efiablifhed, mazkes it defirable to have a FRIENDLY SOCIETY
AT PET\WORTH.

INOTICE is therefore hereby given to Men in Health, and under the ape of Forty Years,
refident in the Parifhes of Petworth, Tillington, Lurgerfball, Northchapel, Kirdford,
Fittleworth, Coates, Bury, Cold Waltham, St'ophnm, Sutton, Burton, Hardham,
Bignor, Dun&on, Barlavington, Woolavington, and Egdean, that a FRIENDLY
SOCIETY, will be eftablifhed at the HaLr Moox Inwn, at PETworRTH, on the
1oth of June next, 1794, being Whit Tuefday, and that Rules, Orders; and Regula-
tions, for the good government of the Society will be then propofed, and fuch perfons
chofen members thereof by ballot as may be deemed eligible.

The propofed payment on admiffion will be Five Shillings, and One Shilling and
Three-pence per month, Three-pence of which monthly payments will be carried to a
Fuxp for the Benefit of Wipows of deceafed Members, under the RurLes oF THE So-
c1eTy, and a VoLuxnTARrRY SurscrirTiox, will be follicited from perfons in affluence
to afbft the Wipows Fuxp, in addition to the fums already given for this purpofe which
amounts to vpwards of Two HunprRED Pouxps. ) E

The amount of the Relief to perfons who may by Old Age, Sicknefs, Infirmity,
or Accident, be rendered incapable of Work, after having duely paid his Subfeription for
Two Years, will be afcertained by the Rules of the Society, and fuch relicf will be given
to Widows, after their Hufbands have been fix years members as the funds of the Society
may afford.

Every Perfon withing to become a Member, is defired to attend on W
DAY, 1794, at the HALF Moon Ixy, by Eight o’Clock in the
may be chofen before church time.

As the bufinefs of the Society will be condu&ted by a Committee ot Twelve
Members, there will be only one General Meeting in each year, at which all the Nem-
bers will be required to be prefent. This General Meeting will be on Whit Tuefday
in each year, when every member will be expected to attend Divine Service at PeT-
WORTH at Twelve 0’Clock, and afterwards to dine at the HarLr Moox Ixn. And

Whit Tuefday will be the only day in the year on which New Members will be
chofen,

HIT TuEs-
Forenoon, that they

The founding of the 01d Blue.
A document from the West Sussex Record Office. (Miscellaneous Papers No. 1868)
_9_







committee members were, as might be expected, largely drawn from
the trades-people of the town. Daniel Easton the clerk was pre-
sumably also a local man but of him nothing seems known outside the
remaining record of the "0ld Blue".

These were days of a certain grandeur for the "0ld Blue'"; it was

a privilege and an honour to serve on the committee and payment for
attending the regular monthly meetings was a shilling, by no means
a token amount in those days.

As was the practice with other Friendly Societies, the "0ld Blue"
performed also the functions of a funeral club and a levy of 1/-

a member would be made on the death of a member toward funeral
expenses (Rule 12). The Society also had a widows' fund and a
proportion of the total monthly contribution would go toward this.

The Committee Meetings even as far back as 1822 seem to have been
very formalised affairs with the only effective recorded business
being a perusal of the sickness forms provided by sick members and
the authorising of payment. A typical month's outgoings is the
following from July 1823. This list gives details of the ailments
of the members but often Daniel Easton would simply use a phrase
like "continuing ill" and not specify the illness.

Petworth July 7th 1823

At a regular monthly Committee Meeting as above dated holden at the
Angel Inn to examine the Certificates of the sick and infirm members
of this Society, the following persons having sent their proper
certificates to this Committee, were ordered relief, viz:
B Sy ds

That James Giles of Pulborough be paid he

continuing ill with Rheumatism from June

7th to July 5th 28 days

That Michael Streeter of Pulboro' be paid
he continuing ill with a lame arm from
June 7th to July 5th 28 days

That Geo. Petto of Petworth be paid he
continuing ill with dimness of sight
from June 8th to July 5th

That Thomas Bignall of Fittleworth be
paid he continuing ill with rheumatism
from June 8th to July 5th

That James Knight of Petworth be paid he
continuing ill from June 8th to July 5th

That James Boxall of Fittleworth be paid
he continuing ill from June 8th to July
S5th

That John Chalwin be paid he having been
111l with the King's Evil from June 8th
to July 5th

That William King of Tillington be paid
he continuing ill with bad hands from
June 8th to July 5th

That William Ayling of Tillington be
paid he continuing ill with rheumatism
from June 8th to July 5th

That Wm. Austen of Upwaltham be paid he
having been ill with bad hands from May
4th to July 5th

That Henry Hall of Petworth be paid he
having been ill with pleurisy from June
26th to July 3rd

That Edward Ede of Coldwaltham be paid
he continuing ill with a bowel complaint
from June 7th to July 5th

That John Sotcher of Coldwaltham be paid
he continuing ill with water on the chest
from June 6th to July 4th 28

That James Holt of Brighton be paid he
continuing ill with rheumatick gout from
June lst to July 5th










them, lino tiles for the lobby and cloaks. The large illuminated
Hall clock I made and installed myself using the wall for numerals
to be mounted on. The hands I made from very thin aluminium. A
number of further willing helpers came to our aid to break up bar-
rel loads of brick-bats, large stones, and every bit of rubble we
could find to make a car park. We had only the use of a hand
roller. We seemed to have covered everything except to find a
name for our new hall. So after some family discussions we decided
to call it THE REGAL being in remembrance of their Majesties Coro-
nation year. The large red metal neon sign was proudly erected
25ft high on the front elevation, making it an imposing symbol for
many to admire and see. All we had to do now was to fix a firm
date for the opening night. We made it May 7th and had only now
to allow for the advertising. I made a number of double crown pos-
ter boards and fixed them up around the Town with a certain number
for the outside villages. I eventually wrote to R.K.O. Radio Pic-
tures Ltd. informing them of my opening date and saying that the
proceeds of the night's takings would be devoted to the repair of
St. Mary's Church organ. They were quite willing to supply me
with a suitable and complete programme, and enclosed a list for me
to choose from. I decided that a technicolour print would be best
for the occasion and I was fortunate enough to acquire the film
"SWING TIME'with Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, the rest of the
programme was made up with a Pathe Pictorial-Comedy-Cartoon, for a
two hour programme, all with no charge. I soon got to work again
with 50 colour double crown posters and a four page programme.
Advertisement I had little trouble in getting for a nominal fee
and forwarded same to the printers, with a number of special in-
vitation cards. 1 forwarded the synopsis of the film to the press
with a lay out of the rest of the programme.

Special thanks were due to the late Mr. Fred Streeter head gardener
of Petowrth House, who was known by many as the BBC gardening ex-
pert. At Lady Leconfield's request he arranged the planting of
lovely flowering shrubs and fruit trees on each side of the Cinema
borders. The fruit trees he planted consisted of a very special
variety of eating apples which he later attended to and pruned
himself. Soon the great day arrived May T7th 1937. The rehearsal
went according to plan and the weather was kind to us. I left no-
thing to chance. I could'nt afford to. I bought myself a new
evening suit and my wife a new evening dress. My brother-in-law
did likewise. I shall never forget the great day; cars started
to arrive long before the scheduled opening time. These were
mostly our guests who had to be entertained. A queue started to
form which stretched from the front entrance doors to the back of

I

in November 1937.

Cinema

Regal

Ihe

local author.
Garland.

of course a

hotograph by G.G.




The Half Moon Inn in Petworth Square, first home of the Society of Good Fel
The Inn was demolished in 1899.

5. Petworth Home Guard on parade in 1943. The parade was probably in mid-week; many of the men here
worked on the Leconfield Estate and some regular faces are missing - doubtless at work on
neighbouring farms and elsewhere.

Photograph by G.G. Garland.






















Petworth Park Monument in Mr.

Peacock's time.

come, it was higher than it looked. Airships were an impressive
sight and could be quite frightening.

We all looked forward to father's letters coming, it was a pity he

had to go so far away, but we were pleased to know he was still
improving.

Our cousin (on father's side) came to stay with us, and during this
time my eldest sister came home on her afternoon off. When the
cousin heard how much work she had to do for her 2/6d a week, she
told her to go back and give her notice in, for she would get her a
job straight away for at least 5/- a week near her. It happened that
this cousin had just lost her own mother and had left her place as
lady's maid in service to look after her father, and decided that in-
stead of my sister getting a job near her, that she should go and
live with her and her father and she would teach my sister dress
making and make a living together. This pleased my sister very much
as she had always been fond of sewing.

When the day arrived for her to go, she set out with her luggage to
walk the two and a half miles to our nearest station, caught a train
there to Arundel, changing at Pulborough on the way. Then at the
other end had another four miles to walk to where my cousin lived;
she said it seemed endless and wondered whenever she would get there.

However, my sister soon learnt the dress making trade and lived
there for many years until she married, and now at the age of
seventy-six, tells me she has only bought two ready made dresses in
her life. One was for a wedding and one for a funeral, when she was
not well enough to make them herself, she made many things for the
family also.

For a few years my sister and cousin were living on the main Arundel-
Worthing road near Patching Pond, and she told me that every day you
would see a horse and cart go by loaded up with kindling wood, taking
it to the bakers in Montague Street, Worthing, to heat the ovens for
the bread, the wood all being cut in Clapham Woods.

Mrs. F.J. Pentecost (to be continued)

RECOLLECTIONS by F. M. PUGH.

2) Upstairs, Downstairs.
In my next place I started as third housemaid, but as time passed
became second housemaid. Then began my tuition into learning to

wait at table.
thag =













These were the days when Mas' Hooker and Mas' Tanner were living

in the village - old-fashioned farmworkers so often photographed

by George Garland. They were already elderly when I knew them in
the '20's and '30's, living with some self-sufficiency, curing their
own pork and making their own beer with malt. When I worked with
Henry Hooker at Pitshill he carried with him a wooden bottle with

a spout. This would be filled with lome-brewed beer. He would
plough and I would "press", following behind him with the press
making the grooves for seed-sowing. "Going to have a soop of my
home-brewed beer?" he'd say when we stopped.

Mr. Tanner and his wife lived up the "Alley" at Upperton. Once
when I had a wart on my forehead I remember saying to my father-in-
law, "Doesn't anyone cure warts now?" "Go across and see Master
Tanner", he said. So I went across the road and said to the old
man, "I heard say you can cure warts." "Where is'n then?" 1'd

ot my cap tucked down, half-covering it. "He'll be gone in a
little while," he said. He didn't touch it or do anything. In

a couple of days it had gone - clean as a whistle.

When the swedes shot up in the Spring, the old people would take
off the swede green to cook: they lived well in their own way,
as they had always done. They dressed differently with the old-
fashioned cordueroy trousers. If they were ploughing they wore
no overcoat, just an old sack pulled over their shoulders. They
might get wet through but they never stopped for the weather.
Leisure wasn't something they bothered with overmuch. They'd be
quite happy to work all day and then to spend the evening tinker-
ing about in the stables with the horses. They weren't paid
overtime either! Tanner and Hooker were jovial old men, always
laughing as they smoked their pipes. Strong tobacco they used
but it never seemed to do them any harm, hard as nails they were
through being out in all weathers.

Jack Payne was talking to Audrey Grimwood and the Editor.

This quarter's new members will appear in Bulletin No. 43.







