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Winter /Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.

Monday December 16th Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

The Petworth Society Christmas Evening

TALKS for early 1992. Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Refreshments. Raffle.

Tuesday January l4th. Jeremy McNiven: "Mexico".
This is Jeremy's third talk for us. His previous shows on Peru and Egypt have
been superb.

Tuesday February 18th. Ann Tyrrell: "From Russia to Ebernoe - and back".

Ann is vice-principal of Brinsbury College and was actually in Russia at the
time of the failed coup. Brinsbury is helping to instruct Russian farmers in
aspects of western agriculture.

Wednesday March 11lth. Pat Hill: "Otters and other animals".
Pat's cine films of animals were very popular last year and we're pleased she
can come again.

Thursday April 9th. Brian Blunkett: "Downland Flowers".

Brian will bring plants of the chalk raised from his own stock plants to include
flowers like oxlip, cowslip, small and field scabious, dropwort, cheddar pink
and fritillary. Members will be able to purchase if they wish.

Wednesday April 29th. Tony Moss: "The Silver Screens of West Sussex"

West Sussex cinemas (including Petworth) with slides.

Tony is Vice-President of the Cinema Organ Society and President of the Cinema
Theatre Association.

WALKS Leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday February 16th. John and Gloria's late winter walk. Stopham Fittleworth
area.

Sunday March 22nd. David and Linda's walk in New England.

Sunday April 26th. David and Linda's Stag Park Walk.




The Petworth Society recommends:

"Fittleworth through the years"

An Exhibition of Pictures, photographs old and new,
and other memorabilia, showing something of
Fittleworth's past and what is happening in the village today
at Fittleworth Village Hall
Saturday December 14th 10-6
Sunday December 15th 10-4

Admission free. For Friday evening opening check publicity.
Much additional material including winter scenes of Fittleworth.

* The Fairground Association of Great Britain have produced a very
attractive 1992 calendar and we are very pleased that November features
Petworth. We have a very limited number of calendars for sale at £5.

Editor's Postbag continued from main magazine:
Douglas and Mary Price
Box Cottage
Balls Cross
Petworth, W Sussex
19th November

Dear Peter

Footpath clearance

The correspondence printed in the September issue rightly praises the County
Footpath Team for their work.

We should also add that our busy local farmers have also played an important
part in ensuring that careful footpath users are welcome to use rights of way.

Perhaps this note may serve to remind those few farmers who have been so
preoccupied with their day-to-day work that they may have overlooked the need to
reinstate paths which have been ploughed?

Yours sincerely

Douglas Price

PETWORTH APPLE DAY: POSTSCRIPT

Dr Joan Morgan stresses that one or two identifications are tentative - Cockle
Pippin and Norfolk Beefing for instance. Identifications of apples taken to
Brogdale are also uncertain. Two possibilites are King of Tompkins County and
Pott's Seedling. More on apples next year!

Merry Christmas!




The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth,
including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district, and to foster a community spirit". It is non-
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership 1s open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who 1s interested in furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription i1s £5.00. Single or Double one Bulletin
delivered. Postal £6.50. Overseas £7.50. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following:-

Chairman - Mr. P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth. (Tel. 42562)

Vice-Chairman . Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

Hon. Treasurer . Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth.

*Hon. Membership Sec. 5. R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Hon. Bulletin Sec. B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks,
Sutton.
Hon. Social Sec. S. Audrey Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane,
Petworth.

Committee Mrs. Julia Edwards, Mr. Ian Godsmark,
Lord Egremont, Mr. John Patten,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr. J. Taylor, Mr. E. Vincent,
Mrs Linda Wort.

Membership engquiries to Mrs. Staker please, Bulletin circulation
enquiries to Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).

Bulletin Distributors - Mr. D. Sneller, Mrs. Williams (Graffham),
Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Mason, Mr. Thompson,
Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Watson, Mr. Patten,
Mrs. Adams (Byworth), Mrs. Hodson (Sutton
and Duncton), Mr. Vincent (Tillingteon and
* Note change of River), Mrs. Goodyer, Mrs Williams
address. (Fittleworth) .
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

I hope members will excuse what is as much a foreword as it is an
orthodox "Chairman's notes". Space is at an absolute premium and
separate accounts of events over the last quarter appear in the
body of this Magazine. Members may like to know that a collection
at Dr Joan Morgan's talk on September 25th enabled the Society to
replace the tub on the Town Hall steps destroyed by vandals the
evening before. Our thanks to Les for getting everything back with
a minimum of fuss. It was all done so quickly that few realized
that the vandals had struck!

Congratulations to Les for his recent award from the Midhurst and
Petworth Rotary Club for his services to Petworth. I cannot do
better than quote the words of a Rotary Club spokesman.

"We decided Les's sterling work in keeping Petworth
squeaky clean should be recognised in some tangible
fashion.

"Come rain, snow or autumn leaves, Les 18 out there
every day with his wheelbarrow, shovel, and plastic
sack, to clear up the mess.”

(Midhurst and Petworth Observer 24th October).

I don't think anyone will quarrel with that!

Peter lst November 1991.

EDITOR'S POSTBAG

Isolation in the 1920s

Re Mrs. Vigar's note on Isolation in the 1920s (Magazine No.65)
Mrs. M. Thimbleby writes:

No, there were no tragic huts as such for Tuberculosis at
Heath End, but Kath Vigar has got an image of what was around
at the time.

A family by the name of Davis lived in a tin bungalow near
the sandpit, and next to Florence Rapley's cottage at Heath
End. Mr. Davis had T.B. and lived outside permanently 1in a
















Newton Wonder, Wellington (synonym Dumelow's Seedling),
Lane's Prince Albert, Monarch, Bramley seedling, Bismarck,
Howgate Wonder, Annie Elizabeth.

Smooth skinned, flushed or striped, sweet. (James Grieve
type.) MIXED CULINARY and DESSERT

Cox's Pomona*, Belle de Boskoop*, James Grieve, Rival, Beauty
of-Bath, American Mother, Lady Sudeley.

Skin predominantly yellow. (Golden Noble type.)
MIXED CULINARY and DESSERT
Golden Noble, Rev. W. Wilks, Lord Suffield.

Skin predominantly red. (Worcester Pearmain type.)
MIXED CULINARY and DESSERT

Norfolk Beefing, Crimson Bramley, Gascoyne's Scarlet,
Tydeman's Early Worcester, John Standish (?), Devonshire
Quarrenden, Gladstone, Herring's Pippin, Ben's Red.

Reinettes, skin coloured with some russet. (Cox's Orange
Pippin type.) MAINLY DESSERT

Belle de Boskoop*, Blenheim Orange*, Golden Reinette, Lord
Lambourne, Allington Pippin, Ellison's Orange, (Laxton)
Fortune, Beauty of Hants, (Sussex) Nanny, Adams Pearmain,
Ribston Pippin, King of the Pippins, Rosemary Russet, Saint
Everard, Laxton Superb, Claygate Pearmain, Margil, Orleans
Reinette.

Photograph by Tony Whitcomb.

Skin predominantly russet. (Brownless Russet type.) DESSERT
Ashmead's Kernel, Allen's Everlasting, Pitmaston Pine Apple,
Darcy Spice, Egremont Russet, Brownless Russet, Cockle
Pippin.

Apple Identification Day September 25th.

* Dual purpose: culinary and dessert.

APPLE DAY — THE VICTORIAN DESSERT LECTURE

Dr. Morgan described The Dessert as the finale to the dinner of at
least 8 courses in Victorian country houses, through which the host
made a statement of his wealth and position with a display of
floral decorations and fruits both in and out of season, as part of
the social calendar. Improved technology, the removal of the tax
on glass, plentiful coal and labour, all combined to make possible
the production of high quality fruit, flowers and vegetables in
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wide variety and the development of the railways meant that they
could be taken to the town houses during the London season without
deterioration. She made frequent reference to the 14 acre Petworth
gardens with their 24 miles of "nailing", particularly under the
influence of Mr. Jones, the head gardener, who was later to move to
Frogmore. There was a staff of 20, with additional help as
necessary, considered generoeus even in those times.

On the table, the pineapple - King of Fruits - was grown in variety
throughout the year in special glasshouses, to be eaten rather than
as decoration, the primary consideration therefore being gquality
rather than size. On one occasion 40 fruits were cut at Petworth
solely for preserving. Grapes, black and green, were served
displayed on their own leaves. Strawberries were ready by Februo

- 5,000 pots were forced at Sandringham for the royal hunting
partie=s. After initial work in France was halted by the French
Revolution, the modern strawberry was developed in England.
Peaches appeared by Easter and were available from glasshouses an
outdoors right through to the shooting season. 5,000 figs were
gathered at Petworth in 1863. Passion fruits were eaten like
boiled eggs, with a spoenful of port between each mouthfull.
Oranges . tangerines - again served with leaves to exphasise that
they were home-grown and not imported from Portugal, melons - 200
were cut in one year at Petworth - served in a circlet of passion
fruit flowers, apples, cherries, plums, greengages, nuts and, the
most esteemed of all, pears, of which 100 varieties might be grown
in one garden. The apple of the time was the Ribston Pippin,
described as "all that was desirable in size, flavour and colour"
and from which the Cox's Orange Pippin was developed in 1825.
Another variety, the Lady Sudeley, was raised at Petworth by
William Jacob and propagated at Allington, near Maidstone, by
Bunyard, who named it after his patron.

By the end of the century, improved communications led to fruit
growing and jam production on a commercial scale, making fruit
available to a wider market, so the country house table featured
less exotic, more hardy fruits, apple trees being decoratively
trained.

After questions from the audience, the experts and the Revd. Donald
Johnson of Funtington, who had the inspiration for the event, were
thanked by our Chairman for giving a marvellous day.



















Top: Canon James New of Chester Cathedral
at Orchard House in 1924,

Bottom: Members of the Brydone family at Orchard House in 1931.
Miss New (left). On the right is R.M. Brydone older brother of
Dr. J.M. Brydone who took the picture. See "Coming to Orchard House".

Herbert Earle in the mid-1930s.
Photograph by George Garland.




January 1936.
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Messrs Fox

William Adsett (1798-1866/67) was a gamekeeper at Hatch Cottage and

Wetwood, Northchapel and has many descendants. One of his
grandsons George (1858-1936) kept a laundry at Stopham. George's
son George (1876-1958) worked for Jennings of Park Farm, Pulborough
and was a ploughing champion with his two white horses. I should
like to talk to people who remember these men. There must be
anecdotes about them worth recording. Joe Knight has told one
which is printed on page 37 of "Petworth - the Winds of Change”.

Harry Holden (born 1896) of Colhook Common whom I met in 1976
was one of William's great-grandsons. Does anyone know how Harry's
family fits in with the Holdens mentioned in early 1980's issues of
the Petworth Society Bulletin and with those whose photos appear on
page 28 and pages 124-127 of "The Men with Laughter in their
Hearts"?

Charles Adsett (about 1800-1855) was a sawyer. His son Charles
(1829-1890) was tenant-farmer at Park Hurst Farm, Northchapel in
the late 19th century.

John Adsett (1803-1891) was my 3xgreat-grandfather and a sawyer.
He moved to Arundel with his family in about 1840. His eldest
child Sarah in 1847 married Charles Bullen a policeman and theirs
was the first family to live in the police-house at Littlehampton
police station.

Harriet another daughter (1834-1914) married George Treagus an
assistant at Herringtons in Arundel. One of their sons had a
shoemaker's shop in Tarrant Street. Another was cellarman at The
Norfolk Arms and a frequent correspondent about Arundel in former
times to the West Sussex Gazette.

One of John's sons Alfred (1842-1921) drove the steam-engine
which powered the machinery in the Duke's sawmill and was
lieutenant in the Duke's fire-brigade.

Several other of John's descendants were journalists and local
newspaper proprietors.

My great-grandfather Frank (1852-1945) was a well-known Three
Bridges character, nick-named 'Banjo' as he liked to entertain his
friends and himself with banjo and violin in the pub. He was a
woodreeve for a firm of timber-merchants and liked to boast that
he'd been timber-throwing in three counties. In 1915 hilis son my
grandfather moved to Kent where my father and uncle later had
businesses in Faversham and Canterbury.

Henry Adsett (1805-1878) lived at Hole House, Lurgashall where for
most of his life he had a shoe-making shop. His son Alfred
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" H. EAGER,

Draper and Gent.’s Outfitter,
Milliner, Hosier and Silk Mercer,

Estimates given for all Blind and Loose Cover work.

THE SQUARE, PETWORTH.

FREE DELIVERY BY MOTOR UVAN.

ROBERT KENSETT’S STORES

DEPARTMENTS :

Juvenile Outfitting. Heavy Drapery,
Youths’ and Men’s Clothing. Furnishing Drapery,
Gent.'s Hosiery, Costumes.
Shirts. Millinery.
Mackintoshes and Raincoats. Gloves and Fancy Wear.

Children’s, Ladies’, Boys’, Youths and Men's gt

. e

= Boots, Shoes and Slippers of every description.

NORTH STREET, PETWORTH.

Friendly Rivals: Advertisements for Messrs Eager and Kensett
Jjuxtaposed in a Parish Magazine from the mid-1920s.
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Price tickets were laboriously hand-done with a stencil and
everything was priced. The shop had always been partitioned and in
latter years I would have liked to take out the central divider to
give more floor space. Ironically I could never do this until the
stock had been run right down when we were going to close and then
there was no point. The thing was that carrying the stock we did,
we could never dispense with the shelves that ran along the divider
on both sides. There was a show-room upstairs with curtains
marking off a small space for fitting. It was never an easy
arrangement; we would usually take people upstairs to look at what
we had in stock rather than having them go up on their own. The
drapery trade was one where space was always at a premium; for
instance we always kept great numbers of hats which could never be
stacked one on top of another, and several rails of dresses.

Although I only half suspected it at the time, my father was
already unwell in 1938 when he persuaded me to go into the business
with him, and I would continue until I was called up in 1941. My
father died early in 1942. 1 learned a certalin amount about the
menswear part of the business during the years from 1938 but I
didn't really take on the drapery side proper until I came back in
1946. 1t was something that would take years to get into. For the
years of the war my sister Grace, as a rate-collector, was in a
reserved occupation and able to do the bookwork in her spare time.
Wyn Whitcomb, Miss Whitington and others kept the shop going.

In the years between the wars and, to a lesser extent, afterward we
had a staff of seven or eight, far more than we would ever have
later. One of the younger staff would be permanently at the boot
shop just down the road in North Street. We didn't actually do
repalrs ourselves but put them out to Arthur Stevens. My father
would pop down the road occasionally to see if everything was as it
should be and I'm sure that many a pair of boot-laces have been
suddenly bought when he appeared unexpectedly on the scene. With
predominantly young staff Dad had to give the appearance of being
very prim and proper but I think he was really quite soft-hearted
underneath.

In the 1930s the shop opened from 8.30 to 6.30, extended to 7
o'clock Friday and 8 o'clock Saturday. After a while we had
complaints from people who were coming in to the first house at the
pictures on Saturdays, coming out just after eight and finding the
shop closed. We then opened until 8.30 on Saturdays and didn't
start until 9 o'clock in the morning. In those days there was a

_2?_































Darcy had done this work for two springs when he was young. He
worked with his friend Peter Pacy, and the two of them 'quoted' as
one man. They had to attend to the captain and go with him when
the tree was ready. The bottom two lengths of bark had to be taken
off. They would cut around the tree about three feet up and again
at six foot. First the top layer known as the jacket was taken
off, and then the brichens at the bottom. They would try to get
the jacket off in one piece. When they did, there would be a shout
of 'all round, all round, all round! Darcy worked from six in the
morning until six at night, although years before, the men had
worked from five in the morning until seven.

The bark was then dried. Once it was dry, 1t was taken to a barn
hired for the purpose. There it would be stacked, then cleaned and
cut up into pieces about four feet long. This process was called
bark hatching because the man had one block to sit on, like a hen
on eggs, while he chopped the bark on another block. Once the bark
was ready, it was sent to the tanneries. The bark went into pits
with the hides of leather as it helped soak off hair from the
hides.

As Darcy said on the tape he wanted to impress on us the importance
of the woods and also what the different places meant to him.
However the tape 1s still primarily a description of a walk round
the village.

The parish road started from Dungate which was near to Durfold Hall
in Surrey. Although Darcy could not remember a gate there, he
could remember gates on the roads which ran through the estates of
Durfold, Shillinglee and 1fold. These roads were private and
maintained by the estates. The parish roads were maintained by the
parish roadman who had to look after the road from Dungate down to
Streeters Farm on the road to Kirdford, and Parkgate at the
beginning of the Shillinglee roads to Pitchgate, although he went
as far as Little Headsfoldwood on the Loxwood Road.

The roadman had a lot to do. Unfortunately at this point in the
recording, another voice is heard to call out, "Hey Darce!" For
once Darcy Ayling loses his train of thought.

(To be continued.)
Janet Austin

List of new members will appear in March Magazine.
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