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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-
profit making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £6.50. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£7.50 overseas £8.50. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562)
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585)
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461)
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton
Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr lan Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mr J. Taylor,
Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason,
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten,
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mr Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes

I hope you enjoy the story by George Garland. [ suppose it's rather dated now but it
evokes a world of rather different values than today's. ['m not sure that such a world
ever existed outside George Garland's imagination! | assume he is the author : the story
was among his papers and the style is certainly his. [ think there is a vaguely Byworth
background but very much a Byworth of Garland’s own recreation. The story comes |
would think from the early 1930s.

Paul Vine got the new season off to a cracking start with a very full house, what we
call a "balcony" for obvious reasons and Alan Readman's masterly Garland lecture kept
up the momentum. Keith's reports are inside.

All sorts of things going on but just space to note two in passing - neither directly
related to this Society. The U.R.C. exhibition of material relating to the Church's history at
the end of October was something of a revelation. A credit to the U.R.C. and something of
which Petworth could be proud. Bob Ratcliff’s Midhurst community play "A Patriotic Duty"
with music by Terence Albright was quite an experience. What a lot of hard work but very
rewarding. [t comes as something of a shock to see people  had known like Norman and Vera
Lueas or Mr Jackson portrayed by others. | suppose it's an indication of my advancing years.
Anyway a tremendous effort.

Peter 315t October 1995,

Planted Bulb Sale for Petworth
Cottage Museum. December 1996

Ifany Member has any spare containers in which indoor bulbs could be planted - either
china, basket-ware or plastic, Alison Boreham would be delighted to receive or collect
them in anticipation of a sale of planted bulbs planned for next year in aid of Petworth
Cottage Museum. Please ring 01798 - 869258 or alternatively contact Peter or bring in
to Anne Simmons at E. Streeter and Daughter.
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LECONFIELD HALL 7.30, Admission £1.50. Refreshments. Raffle.

MONDAY 11th DECEMBER WEDNESDAY 17th JANUARY

PETWORTH SOCIETY CHRISTMAS John Norwood:
EVENING ""Shepherds of the South Downs"

Mince Pies/Punch. Slides.

TUESDAY 13th FEBRUARY THURSDAY 7th MARCH

David and Elizabeth Tait: Geoffrey Godden:
"Sussex Folklore and Customs" "Victorian Pottery and Porcelain"

Slides Slides

THURSDAY 28th MARCH THURSDAY 11th APRIL

R Brian Rich:

"Real Tennis" "Memories of the Music Hall"

Talk and Slides, followed by
visit to Petworth House Tennis Court
to see exhibition game.

Presented by
Grace and Leslie Baker

IJK

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18th
PETWORTH SOCIETY'S "FIRST OF THE SEASON WALK"
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15.

LECONFIELD HALL EVENTS: "An evening with GILBERT and SULLIVAN"

FRIDAY 26th JANUARY
SATURDAY 27th JANUARY John Ellerton's Pulborough
Gilbert and Sullivan Group

Tickets David's, Anne's £4
or on the door. Leconfield Hall 7.30




LECONFIELD HALL FOOD FAIR

THIRD YEAR!
SATURDAY 3rd FEBRUARY

LECONFIELD HALL 10 - 4.

AND
FRIDAY MARCH Ist JOHN TREMAINE : An Evening of Magic. Leconfield Hall 7.30.

See local publicity.

THEATRE PETWORTH

COMING MARCH 29th and 30th.
icycl

See local publicity

The Leconfield Hall Committee like to present exciting new work. If you missed the Horse and Bamboo
Company, don't make the same mistake twice! First come first served. Tickets on sale late February/
March. This play is not suitable for children under 14.

~ H E

Max Bradley's Antique Fair was a runaway success and will probably be repeated - when Max gets his
breath back! As the Museum Committee will be entirely occupied with getting 346 High Street ready
for a scheduled May opening, there is no separate fund-raising event this quarter. Full details of our
progress in March Magazine.

EVENING CLASSES Enquires  Midhurst 816683
Petworth 343913

THE TRADITION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS
Tutor: Peter Jerrome

This course offers five informal talks to introduce the great Hebrew prophets, paying especial attention
to Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel but looking also to the so-called Minor prophets if there is time. It would
seek to place the prophets in their historical context and elicit their message for today. It is something
of a new departure and an experiment. The tutor was at one time lecturer in Old Testament and allied
studies in the University of Birmingham.

Petworth Herbert Shiner School

P10 Monday 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Start 8 January 5 sessions £17.50 Red. £16.50.

GEORGE GARLAND: A POET IN PICTURES
Tutor: Peter Jerrome

Five talks on perhaps the most influential Petworth figure this century, seeking at once to penetrate to the
man behind what is fast becoming a myth and to elaborate the theme that it was Garland's initial desire
to write that influenced the way his photography would develop. There will be some slides and a
consideration of Garland's somewhat neglected literary output. The tutor knew George Garland very well
and the course coincides with a considerable concentration on Garland's work in 1996 and 1997 in the
form of exhibitions and general studies.

Petworth Herbert Shiner School

P16 Monday 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Start 26 February 5 sessions £17.50 Red. £16.50.

Peter 27/11/95
































































On one weekend leave | went to Norwood Stores to stay the week and Fred Greenfield was
there as well. When we met he hoped 1 did not think too badly of him but it was his belief.
My reply was that | admired him and | did. | meant it for sticking to what he believed in. He
was very pleased I did not bear any animosity to him and he was a cousin of Caroline Luff's."

For this extract from her father's recollections I am indebted to Mrs B. Phillips of Northchapel.
['have made one or two minor changes in punctuation and the use of capital letters.
P.

The Chiddingfold Players at Petworth
5th December 1930

From Letters from Graham Robertson : Ed . Kerrison Preston
(Hamish Hamilton 1953 pp 242.3.)

"Petworth we all enjoyed wildly. Quite a nice little stage (to our surprise) and a packed house
ready to enjoy anything as very little comes that way. Oddly enough, the more expensive seats
(usually filled by martyrs dragged from their dinners by conscience) were in even more
rollicking mood than the back rows, and the play went with a bang. Petworth House did its
duty nobly and filled the front row with a large house party - Lady Leconfield quite excited
as to who and what the Players were."

The play was an old comedy "Who's the Dope?" by Mrs Cowley rewritten by Robertson who
lived at Witley and had been a distinguished theatrical designer in London. The venue was
probably the Town Hall rather than the Iron room. The Chiddingfold Players were a very well-
known amateur company at the time. Does anyone remember the event?

Monday 11th December
Petworth Society

Christmas Evening

Mince Pies/Punch. Raffle.
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