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- A NEW MUSICAL TO CELEBRATE THE
GOLDEN AGE OF CINEMA

Presented by The Gilt & Gaslight Theatre Company
ed by KEITH MYERS
ents by DEAN AUSTIN

-

MONDAY DECEMBER 15th
LECONFIELD HALL
ADMISSION £4 (on door)
SEASONAL REFRESHMENTS
NOTICEBOARD

SATURDAY 13TH DECEMBER

PETWORTH TOWN BAND CONCERT
HERBERT SHINER SCHOOL 7.30 p.m.
Adults £2.50 Children £1.50 Raffle. refreshments.
In aid of Cystic Fibrosis and Reflex-sympathetic dystrophy syndrome [RSDS]

On Tuesday December 9th The William Cobbett Society will hold a Cheese and Wine Evening in the Garden Room at
Farnham Museum from 7 to 9 p.m. with readings, video and a quiz. Admission £1. All welcome.




Winter/Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.

Monthly meetings Leconfield Hall 7.30pm

Monday 15th December
Extra special Christmas Show!
The Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company present:

"When Movies were Movies"
A new musical to celebrate the golden age of cinema.

Details see over. Admission £4 on door.
Refreshments (seasonal) and raffle

Wednesday 21st January Monday 30th March
Peter Jerrome

Reg Smith

Materials for a

"History of Petworth" Ehvinilsatvens and
The second of two talks two lady gardeners.
2) The age of photography
£1.50 Refreshments, raffle £1.50 Refreshments, raffle

Thursday 26th February
Brad Bradstocke and the Off the Rails Company

A Glance from a train
with songs and real life characters

A Glance from a train tells the true story of a
Community faced with traumatic upheaval - including
two world wars. Just when everything looks back to
normal, hard-won skills are needed no more.

~ Admission £3 on doorRefreshments and raffle.

Thursday 23rd April

Dr Nick Sturt
returns to the Society with

"Wild flowers of old Sussex'
£1.50 Refreshments, raffle

EVENING CLASS
ISIT POSSIBLE TO WRITE A HISTORY OF PETWORTH? Tutor: Peter Jerrome

Do the materials exist for such a project? We'll look at what is available and whether it could be drawn together to make
a formal history. Certainly there's a lot of material. Perhaps the problem is that there's too much! After all no one has
attempted a formal history since Arnold in 1864 and he would have looked on his book as a series of lectures. The tutor
is often asked about a straightforward look at Petworth over the centuries rather than some particular subject. Well this
is it!

Petworth Herbert Shiner School

P6 Monday 7.30pm - 9.30pm Start 12th January 9 sessions

TELEPHONE NIKKI ON 01730 - 816683




Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of
the town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and
non-profit making,

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested
in furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £7.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£8.00 overseas £9.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel, 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton
Commirtee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr lan Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham,
Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Vincent (Tillington and River),
Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Society Town Crier

Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
thatsuch personal and business cries be made forasmall donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

Just a line or two to introduce Magazine No.90. I hope you will find something of
interest. Two brief points : don't forget the visit of Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company

for the Christmas evening on December 15th. Also for the first time for several years I

am offering a straightforward look at Petworth History for the Spring evening classes

from early January. For details of Gilt and Gaslight and the evening classes see the

Activities Sheet.

Peter 28/10/97

"Stand and deliver us’ - the Revd. James
Fielding, "Highwayman-Parson”

The 1997/98 season of evening meetings got off to a good start with the 7th Garland
Memorial Lecture by Tony Douglass from Chiddingfold. His subject was the Revd. James
Fielding (1740-1817), the 'Highwayman-Parson' of Haslemere. This would have appealed
to George.

Born in London, James was a cousin of Henry Fielding, the novelist, who with his
brother John, established a law-enforcement group which evolved into the Bow Street
Runners! ~ Educated at Harrow, he entered St. John's College, Cambridge, quickly
transferring to Trinity, at a time when standards were very low. Obtaining his BA, he
became MA by paying the usual fee and in | 764 was ordained Deacon and appointed Curate
of Barnay in Norfolk. This was a ime when many young gentlemen with poor prospects
entered the Church for want of anything better. After a year, he was ordained Priest in
Winchester and became Rector of Cranleigh, where Lord Grantley was a benefactor. After
7 years, he also became curate at St. Bartholomew's, Haslemere, normally an insignificant
position, but since St. Bart's was under the jurisdiction of Chiddingfold, he had more
freedom and access to power in the absence of the Rector. He moved into Town House and
bought Chase Farm, strategically sited on the Surrey-Sussex border, as well. The properties
brought with them voting rights in Parliamentary elections.

At the time, many churchyards had an empty tomb which could serve as a temporary
depository forsmuggled goods. Fielding had a large one built at St. Bart's, There isevidence
to link him with mail-coach robberies; seals were found in the cellars of both his houses,
[tis unlikely that he actually took part in the crimes but he certainly ran the gang. He came
to own 5,000 acres bordered by Blackdown, Haslemere and Lythe Hill and finally took over
as Vicar of Wonersh and moved into the Vicarage there,

There are many stories of clergymen-highwaymen through the country and there has
no doubt been some confusion between James Fielding and another notorious highwayman
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The errand boy has perhaps just delivered to Mrs Burden (1899). Messrs Knights account for meat February 1901,
See What's in the cupboard? See What's in the cupboard?
Photograph by Walter Kevis.
















Petworth Gaol rising behind Grove Street. The gaol would be demolished in 1881
See The Soldier Spiritualised.

but not for 1909. By 1913 Alexander Weaver has the shop, offering newspapers and fancy
goods. In later years, of course, Weavers would move across the road to what is now
Wayletts.

Oral recollection of Mrs. Burden and her shop is virtually non-existent. Her daughter,
Jessie, clearly grew up in Petworth and | seem to remember Elsie Whitcomb talking of her.
Jessie and Elsie would have been virtually exact contemporaries. Mog Thayre, writing in
Magazine 39, recalled Weavers being on the "other” side of the road and their predecessors
"Burdens the newsagents". In fact there is no evidence that Mrs. Burden sold newspapers
and Mog Thayre may be making a deduction from Weavers' later use of the shop.

In latter years the premises were of three storeys connected by steep narrow staircases
and no doubt it would have been thus in Mrs. Burden's time. The 1891 census records two
lodgers, Eliza Lucas a widowed dressmaker in her fifties and William Puttick a grocer's
assistant in his twenties. Quite possibly they had the two top rooms. In taking the vouchers
into account we have to think of the lodgers probably forming part of what was effectively
an extended family, certainly as regards meals. Lodgers were very much part of Victorian
and Edwardian life. Asto whether Mrs. Burden rented or owned the premises, perhaps only
the deeds could tell. There are no receipts for rent among the surviving documents.

With the exception of a handful from 1897 and one quite anomalous insurance receipt
from 1893 everything comes from the years 1898 to 1902. After October 1902 there is
silence. I would think such collections of dockets are hardly rare but certainly a little unusual.
Those that survive are often found in solicitors' material. Those | have seen tend to be a little
earlier. Ina way the distinctive feature of these is their very ordinariness: they are precisely
the first thing that anyone would discard. For comparative purposes they fall a little short
of the date set for the Museum reconstruction (1910-1912) but they can certainly offer some
ideas. To what extent Mrs. Burden and Mrs. Cummings had a comparable standard of living
is a moot point. Mrs. Burden may well have had a less pinched way of life than Mrs.
Cummings, atthe very least, however, it can be said that they shared acommon milieu. These
dockets can set us thinking and asking questions. We may not always ask the right questions
and we will certainly sometimes elicitthe wrong answers but we shall be the better forasking.

Qne great contemporary difference with the world of the dockets is that Petworth in
1900 looked inward, Most shopping was done in Petworth and hence there were shops in
the town to cater for virtually every need. And there was competition. Most of Mrs. Burden's
specialities could be found elsewhere in the town, often more than once. For grocery and
meat people did not "shop around”, you "dealt" with a shop and did not use its competitors.
Mutual loyalty, between shopkeeper and customer, and vice-versa, was highly prized. This
loyalty ran all through the system; many food manufacturers would serve only one shop in
a town, offering what in modern terms would be called a franchise. Typhoo Tea was sold
only by Nurse Moorman in New Street. Loyalty was not sacrosanct however: Mrs. Burden
changed butchers more than once between 1897 and 1902 but it wasn't a matter of shopping
round; a change had a sense of permanence about it. What disquiets is the lack in these
vouchers of certain staple items, bread for instance, or flour. Probably, like others at the time,
Mrs. Burden had a bread book, perhaps at Knights just up the street. Tea is another mystery.
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Just half a pound of Ceylon over four and a half years is to say the least a little sparing!
Vegetables and fruit are difficult. Occasionally the grocery vouchers make a mention, perhaps
they came from friends, perhaps Mrs. Burden went to Mrs. Knight a few steps up the road.

Looking at the vouchers, a first instinct is perhaps to think of Mrs. Burden going
shopping and trudging home with her purchases. A moment's reflection however suggests
otherwise. Thisisa world of delivery and of orders taken for the next delivery. Mrs. Burden
would not need to leave home at all. Grocery invoices are from Otways Golden Square
branch and the first sets the pattern. It is the 9th of April 1898.

2 Lump - (Sugar)

10 ozs
Ilb 1l oz
s Gal

Cheese
Bacon
Maize

1.10%

Otways notation is a little off-putting but consistent. Cheese 1s sevenpence half-penny
apound and Mrs. Burden has ordered halfa pound. The actual weight delivered is ten ounces,
written in later on the left when the order is made up. Similarly bacon is tenpence a pound,
Mrs. Burden has ordered a pound. One pound one ounce is delivered and charged. The
tolerance between goods ordered and goods delivered is quite high, appreciably more than
would be considered reasonable in later days.

The 9th of April was a Saturday and there is a second order on the Saturday fortnight
the 23rd. Itis likely that there were one or more intervening orders now lost. "Early" marked
at the foot of the order is confirmation that we are thinking of goods delivered.

Lump 2

Streaky Pork 2/8 1,

Sausages /10

Aus fresh 7 (Butter, Australian?)
Cheese '2/7%

Maize

Otway invoices are the most numerous, in all about 115. Occurrences of items are
given below. There is no definite pattern of delivery days. Figures are approximate given
the condition of the documents and the certainty that many have not survived. Provisions
are perhaps the staple item: bacon 64 cheese 45 fresh (butter) 34 butter 9 (it is not clear
whether there is always a difference), lard 34. Unusual items are Gorgon 3 butter cream 1.
Meat is represented by sausages 22, lamb 13 (including shoulder, leg, chops and loin), pork
chops 4, mutton 1, fowl I, liver I, liver and crow |, corner gammon 2, gammon 2, cooked
ham 1, bones 4. | set souse is pickled pork in a jelly. Otways were very much a subsidiary
source of meat to the Burden household.
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Eggs occur several times but Mrs. Burden clearly kept chicken, presumably in a yard at the
back, hence maize (usually in gallon measure) 59, barley-meal 34, Sharps 8, chicken groats
5 and Ovum 2. Sharps must be a proprietary brand of some kind. Ovum doubtless helped
with egg laying. Indications that Mrs. Burden had a pet canary are the purchase of a brass
cage from Austens and canary seed I, bird seed 1, hemp 2 and bird sand 2. Mixed corn 5
may however be for the chicken. When the hens were not laying Mrs. Burden no doubt had
to buy in eggs (12) of which 5 are marked "new laid"” and | "Danish". No doubt an attempt
would be made to store the surplus over winter.
Sugar, packeted, of course, from bulk at Otways, was lump (sometimes called loaf)
56. Demerara 34 was another regular. Moist 1, caster 3 and preserving 2 are also mentioned.
Home baking was very much the rule in those days, hence baking powder (often referred to
simply by the brand name Borwicks) 17, currants 19, sultanas |, mixed peel 10, raisins 2.
Bicarbonate of soda occurs twice, cornflour three times but there 1s no mention of flour. xd
is the invariable Otway abbreviation for mixed. Milk puddings were fairly popular: rice 7,
sago 4, ground rice 4. Cocoa usually "Vi", sometimes Rowntrees or van Houtens, occurs ten
times with coffee essence |, chicory 1. The mention of Ceylon tea looks a rare exception:
clearly tea came from elsewhere. Saltand spices were much less cosmopolitan than today's:
knob (lump) salt 6, table salt 5, vinegar 6, mustard 5, ground ginger |, caraway seed 1, white
pepper 2. Household items are blacking and black lead 9, soda 7, wax 3, starch 3, matches
(safetys) 2, Sunlight 1, Lux 1, Blue 1, yellow soap 3, candles 5 and a bass head and handle.
Probably some cleaning materials came from elsewhere.
An order of 31st December 1901 offers a rare hint of luxury:

| xd Bisc 6

12 Oranges 6

Bot Raisin wine Jel

Box Figs 6

2. 7
2 Corner Gammon 2/11 2. 3%
disc. |

4. 9%

Note again the high tolerance allowed; 2 Ibs of gammon is ordered, 2/2 sent. Unusual,
perhaps luxury, items are tins of apricots (2) tins of sardines (2), three mentions of sardines
on their own may indicate fish either fresh or preserved in some way. Tins of tongue at two
shillings and two and threepence each are clearly a luxury, tins of pineapple at sixpence
halfpenny would not be cheap either. Shortbread 1 is seasonal, Guy's tonic 1 presumably
medicinal. Eastbourne biscuits occur once, whatever they may have been and other
oddments are 2 |bs of haricots, a tin of bloater and one mention of marmalade. Otways seem
to have offered a modicum of greengrocery: so onions |, potatoes 4 and tomatoes 10.

Butcher's bills offer almost as many dockets as Otways but of course there is much less
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Under the Mulberry Tree

The following account appeared in the West Sussex Gazette for September [9th 1935 under
Southbourne.

INTEREST AT PETWORTH

Memthers of Southbowrne Women's Institute, accompanied by the President, Mrs. Brundrett,
enjoved adelightful afternoon's outing on Thursdaywhen, by permission of Lord Leconfield,
thev were allowed to explore the gardens and grounds of Petworth House. The party was
met by the head gardener, Mr. Streeter, who personally conducted the members through the
gardens and greatly contributed towards the pleasure and interest of the tour. The members
were shown the mulberry tree round which the children of Katherine and Henry VIII. used
to play. The turfround this tree is the same as was laid in the time of Henry VI The party
had tea in Petworth and looked round its cobbled streets and timbered houses.

The mulberry tree is still remembered by some and one gentleman I have spoken to,
remembers wine made from the mulberries. A close relation of his worked at the house. But
is the story true? Perhaps it is just a deduction from the known fact that for many years under
Henry VIII the manor of Petworth was forfeit to the crown. Henry certainly took an interest
in Petworth, apparently constructing amaze on Arbor Hill (see Cloakbag and Common Purse
pp 17-8). Has anyone any ideas about this? I am grateful to Jumbo Taylor for drawing
attention to this cutting.

P.

Same issue of the West Sussex Gazette as had the story of the Southbourne W.L's visit to
Petworth also contains the following under Walberton. Mr. Frederick Ampleford, on a visit
to the village from London, had worked a lifetime on the railway. He recalled the old
excursion trains thus:

When Mr. Ampleford entered railway service the open top "cattle trucks" for the conveyance
of passengers had been superseded by covered carriages with windows, but as at present
excursionists may find themselves in carriages (though not uncom fortable) showing signs of
“antiquity," so in the 'fifties excursion train carriages often had no windows. Mr. Ampleford
remembers that excursions were run to London and back for half a crown and there were to
be seen at the station in preparation for the long journey shawls and newspapers hung up
by the none too comfortable corner-seat passengers "to keep out the draught.” Passengers
had then to change from one train to another at Brighton. The Crystal Palace was at that
time newly opened, and was one of the special attractions to country people.

Such excursions would be nothing strange to Petworth people - see Petworth Time Out of
Mind pp 102.3.
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