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PETWORTH SOCIETY SPRING PROGRAMME. Please keep for reference.

Monthly meetings: Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

THURSDAY 16th MARCH WEDNESDAY 19th APRIL
"So easy to remember" Peter Jerrome

Joann Creed "The Garland Years"
with Graham Rix 1922-1970

£4 wine/refreshments Slides
SEE OVER PAGE £1.50 refreshments/raffle

WEDNESDAY 24th MAY

7.30 Annual General Meeting
Followed by

Adge Roberts
The Arundel to Portsmouth Canal

For your diaries
Sunday June 18th  Anne's Garden Walk
Saturday} June 24lh} Petworth Society Open Days
Sunday J June 25th Leconfield Hall

Walks: Leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15 p.m.
Sunday March 26th Nigel's Spring Walk
Sunday April 23rd David and Linda's Walk
Sunday = May 28th Ian and Pearl's Walk
LECONFIELD HALL FILMS See main Magazine pp 43-44
Wednesday 15th March Shakespeare in Love
Wednesday 26th April Notting Hill
Wednesday 10th May The Full Month

Miles Costello: A Bibliography of the Former Petworth Rural District is now available - See main Magazine
pp 6 and illustrations opposite pages 12 and 13.

Pearl and Ian's video "A Year of Events in Petworth" was shown as a large scale film on February 22nd at the
Leconfield Hall. It was very well received by another capacity audience. Impressive as the film was the
magnification of some twenty times gave no impression of the vividness of the original video. The closing
Millennium footage is like nothing seen in Petworth before.

Order form:
"A Year of Events in Petworth"
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Cost: £15.00 Collected £16.00 Posted
Videos must be paid for in advance as we have them copied professionally.

Please note: for home entertainment only - a licence is needed for showing elsewhere. If you are thinking of
sending abroad please consult Ian and Pearl first.

Make cheques payable to either Ian or Pearl Godsmark, 40 Martlet Road, Petworth.

For details of video contents see over. VIDEOS ARE SOLD AT COST. NO PROFIT ACCRUES EITHER
TO IAN AND PEARL OR TO THE SOCIETY. BUY ONE IF YOU WANT ONE. DURATION OF
VIDEO APPROXIMATELY 2 hours 11 minutes.




PEARL and IAN'S VIDEO
"A year of Events in Petworth"

January Opening of Sylvia Beaufoy Car Park August On the roof at Petworth House
February  "Millennium" Public Meeting Hidden High Street
Owen Bridger Retires Max talks about the Rifle Club
March Petworth Society Silver Jubilee September Lorna talks about the Bowling Club
Petworth Society Exhibition Opening of the new Petworth Council Office
April Palm Sunday Procession John Bly at The Cottage Museum
May Linda & David's Walk at Moor Farm October Ian's Birthday Treat

Craft Fair in Petworth Park November A look at the Storage Tanks under Lec. Hall
June Concert in the Park (26th June) Remembrance Sunday
July Kite Day in Petworth Park Fair Day

Millennium Committee Meeting Petworth Society Evening

Mention of "The Festival" December New Year's Eve - Millennium
August Jazz at The Rectory January Petworth Celebrate Jesus 2000

"SO EASY TO REMEMBER"
Thursday March 16th Leconfield Hall
Joann Creed and Graham Rix

Waltz Chopin
Waltzing in the clouds Robert Stoll
Lover Richard Rogers

Some day I'll find you Noel Coward
If love were all

Concert study in DP Liszt

A brown bird singing Haydn Wood
Is it pain? Is it pleasure? Mozart

Medley Ivor Novello
INTERVAL
Waltzes Chopin

The last rose of summer Eric Mareo
The lights of home Bernie Grossman

The man I love George Gershwin
Someone to watch over me 2 i

By Strauss George Gershwin
The Laughing Song Johann Strauss

OnTHURSDAY 4th APRIL Petworth Conservatives are holding an open WHIST DRIVE and CREAM TEA
to raise money for Leconfield Hall Funds. Start 2.30. For further details see local publicity or contact Jean
Huggett on Petworth 343906.

Lastly please note error on centre photograph caption 31st January 1999 should be 31st December! Page 38 is
of course reproduced from St Mary's Parish Magazine November 1926.

Peter 25/2/00







Christmas / Spring programme. Please keep for reference.

Monthly meetings Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Admission prices as indicated.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 18th Petworth Society Christmas Evening
Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company present
"MILLENNIUM MEMORIES" see over page.
£4. Refreshments. Raffle.

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 19th

Slides for a Millennium: Peter Jerrome presents a completely new selection of slides of Petworth.
Part 1 1850 - 1919. [Part 2 in April.]

£1.50. Refreshments. Raffle.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 22nd

Ian and Pearl's Millennium Video
£1.50. Refreshments. Raffle.

THURSDAY MARCH 16th

Joann Creed talks and sings Novello, Coward, Chopin, Strauss, Gershwin and others.

Programme and title to be finalised.
£4. Refreshments. Raffle.
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of the month so that members can plan ahead.

Don't forget the Kevis Room talks at the Leconfield Hall January 24th, 31st, February 7th, 14th, 21st.
Admission free. Details in main Magazine, page 6.

Lastly the Window Press takes leave of its senses for the Millennium:

The following books at a round £5 but only until December 31st.

1)  Tread Lightly Here — an affectionate look at Petworth Streets.
In the feast of St Edmund the King. Petworth Fair from 1189.
Not submitted elsewhere — Garland photographs from the 1920s.
Tales of Old Petworth — stories from the mid nineteenth century.
ALSO at reduced price.
Cloakbag and Common Purse — the enclosure of Petworth Park £4.95 £2.50

John Sirgood's Way — the story of the Loxwood Dependants or Cokelerszﬁ £20 strictly until
December 31st and while stocks last.

Please send to Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth GU28 ODX. Cheques payable to P. Jerrome. Add £3
postage for one or more books, £1 if ordering only Tales of Old Petworth or Cloakbag and Common
Purse. Three or more books post free.

Merry Christmas.




Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £8.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£9.00 overseas £10.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P, Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, 56 Wyndham Road, Petworth GU28 0EQ
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr [an Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mr Andrew Henderson, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mr Graham Whittington, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland,
Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek Gourd (Tillington and River),
Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated

by the crier himself .
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Reopening the Leconfield Hall.
A project fit for a Millennium.

1) A new hall

Jonathan's well-known drawing of the Leconfield Hall is a reminder that by the time
you read these notes the Hall should be open again. There may be a certain amount of tidying
to do but the Hall will be in use. In fact I hope to have it ready for Petworth Fair, and on the
following Monday for Ron Smith's talk. It will be a great relief to have the Hall operational once
more and I am grateful to everyone who has worked so hard to produce an absolutely first-
rate job in the minimum of time. Make no mistake: this is a massive restoration. I hope too that
the long closure will have finally put paid to any lingering doubts about the Hall's importance
as the focus and home of so much that goes on in Petworth. Attitudes must and will change.
The old easy cynicism about the Hall is no part of a new century. Whatever justification there
may once have been for this, and it was never an attitude I shared, there is no excuse for it
now. Petworth has a hall it can be proud of, a hall that is worthy of its position as absolutely
central to the town, whether you think of this in geographical terms or in terms of its crucial
importance to most town organisations. There will be an official opening in the New Year.

If Petworth is looking for a millennial project it need look no further. I don't think
everyone realises what a transformation has been effected. There is a lift. The old stage
staircase and the spiral staircase are gone to be replaced by another staircase agreed with the
fire authorities. The old main staircase is not quite so wide now. Upstairs there is cold
running water and new stairs to the renovated gallery. There is a new, lower, more open,
stage at the south end, while the old stage area is now open and the windows on the north side
now exposed. There is much more light because of the additional widows and there are some
seventy raked seats which can be pulled out from the walls. There is a completely new easy
clean floor and the ceiling has been replaced.
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Downstairs too there is considerable change. The toilets have been reinstated and there

is a disabled toilet. The new kitchen runs along the south side of the Hall and will have all

=y new equipment including a refigerator. The old kitchen is no more. There are dramatic

; =t changes too in the committee rooms. While the old partition remains and they can be hired

The NEW & IMPRO VED i and used as a double as before, the proportions are now quite different. The south room has
the kitchen at the south end with a hatchway through into the room. This committee room will
be smaller than previously while the north room will be much larger because the annexe that

LE C O NFIE L D HAL L was formerly on the immediate left as you entered has become part of the room. This is now
a large room with windows on both north and east sides. The flooring in this room has been

replaced with carpet. The anonymous titles "north and south committee room' will be

The new and improved Leconfield Hall is.open again replaced with specific names. Suggestions are being considered. It is very likely that the old
south room downstairs will be called the "Kevis' room, the larger the "Garland" room, the

Come and see all the Improvements we have made. . . upstairs premises the "Gwenda Morgan' hall.
Li o ; Such are the main changes. You will observe others, Petworth has a hall that will be the
' ift to first floor giving wheelchair access everywhere - , P
: : envy of other towns. Prices going through the roof? Not while I'm in charge. The best way to
+ New toilet for disabled people profitability is for Petworth people to use the Hall, There will be some price adjustments and
New stage, new floor, new lighting in the 1st floor asimplified charging structure but the Hall will still compare favourably with other local halls,
Retractable raked seating Lastly a word of regret that Owen Shepherd who as chairman of Petworth Parish
Permanent stage lighting Council and, ]attf:r]y. as chairman of its finance committee had so much to do with helping
Larger carpeted committee room plus small room the Hall restoration w%ll not see the job completed. The same applies, of course, to Flora
. New and larger kitchen Thomas who died earlier in the year and as a member of the Hall committee had supported

: A . the Hall through some very difficult times.
+ New improved staircase and new stair to gallery P.

Situated centrally in the Market Square, Petworth, try 2) The Petworth Society and the Hall

out the HA . : As chairman both of this Society and of the Hall, [ have to think how best the Society
LECONFIELD LL if g O Nate pl e can help the Hall. T have no doubt that the Hall is indispensable for the Society: with the

events, meetings, sales, promOtIOHS,ShOWS, paﬂiBS, wed- attendances we have for functions no other venue is suitable or possible for us, hence our
dings, concerts, 1ectures’ exhibitionsg classes - any relative inactivity since Easter. I am anxious not only that we keep our successful programme

of monthly meetings but also, where we can, to demonstrate the new hall's capabilities. Here's
our programme:
Hopefully the Hall will be back in commission for Fair Day, November 20th. I cannot

The three Rooms, singly or combined. ar - be quite certain at this time. All being well, Ron Smith returns on November 22nd with his
: gy et for hire at Garland lecture on the D. Day Crosswords. On December 18th (a Saturday) we have a return

very competitive rates. To enquire or to hire apply to:- visit from the Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company. They will present "Millennium memo-
ries", a century of song from Marie Lloyd to Abba. We're very much looking forward to

“ALLSORTS?” ShOp in the Market Square Petworth seeing Dympna and her company again. As it's Christmas we've kept entrance prices to £4.
2 Not bad to see a professional company!

or telephone 01798 343270 Back to £1.50 in January to include refreshments. How do we do it? 1 don't quite know

but it seems to work. In response to several requests I will offer a millennium slide show for

the January meeting. Originally the idea was to cover the period from 1850 to the present day

ALL THE HALLS ARE ACCESSIBLE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE in one show, but on further consideration this seemed impracticable, so that we're going to
start with the period 1850 to 1919. 1920 to the present day will follow in April.
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civilised activity planned for this or the next century.
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A new clock for the Cottage Museum

The long case clock kindly presented to the Museum by the Friends of the British Antique
Dealers' Association through the good offices of Mr Brian Baskerville carries the name of
James Pearson, Petworth. It has an attractive floral dial and a plain deal case. It is an
unpretentious piece of furniture and is very much the sort of object that might hold a treasured

position in a fairly humble home.

John Bly, Chairman of the Friends of the British Antique Dealers' Association Trust
with Lord Egremont at the official presentation of the new clock. They are looking
at photographs of the Museum. Photograph by lan Ormerod-Wilkinson.

As a clockmaker James Pearson is elusive, although examples of his work are not
uncommon. Possibly he was as much a repairer and retailer as a maker; the various
components having been assembled and put together by Pearson rather than ar‘:wally
produced by him. "Petworth" may indicate as much about the prospective buyen: as it does
origin. The date is between 1790 and 1810. Other Pearson clocks are known with Trotton
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and Rogate Dials. It may be that Pearson's base was Midhurst; possibly he had premises at
Petworth too. Certainly Pearson is nota common Petworth name and there is no mention of him
in Pigot's Directory of 1828 or in the 1841 census which postdates the clock by several decades.

As to the clock's history, it is agreed that it has been in High Street within the memory
of anyone living. Mr "Bob" Stanford who lived in the house and died this year could never
remember a time when it was not in the house. His grandparents, the Palmers, ran a sweet shop
in the front of the house from the early century. The shop is very well remembered by older
Petworth residents. Of later years it was run by Phyllis the Palmers' elder daughter. It closed
shortly before the outbreak of the Second World War. The shop window was removed and
the house reverted to exclusively private use.

Whether the clock was always at 1 High Street is a moot point as evidence for the
occupation of the High Street premises in the nineteenth century is not at present available.
Itremains a possibility that the clock has never left High Street during its nearly two-hundred
years existence. It can be said with certainty that it was in High Street at the time of Mrs Mary
Cummings' tenure of 346 just up the road.

At a ceremony on Thursday September 23rd Mr John Bly on behalf of the Friends of
the British Antique Dealers' Association officially handed over the clock to Lord Egremont,
patron of the Cottage Museum.

P,

‘Ladders and other engines of war’
Audrey’s August adventure 15th August

We'd first visited Burpham in June 1994, one of those rare walks which seem to live in the
memory, redefine other walks and eventually create a mythology of their own. We had gone
to Burpham in mid-June. It was Village Day and the gardens were open, but we knew that
if we started looking at gardens we would never get going at all. Little-used North Stoke
church, South Stoke too, but first Burpham church itself, always associated with Tickner
Edwardes and full of flowers. The mysterious singer, first encountered in the lane at South
Stoke where the Indian bean tree grows. Later he would fill the small church with his voice
in anticipation of the Boat Service that we never actually saw, a service with which it later
transpired, he had nothing whatever to do. "We had had a great expedition into a world that
the sun had enchanted, we'll come to Burpham again I'm sure." (Magazine 77)

We came again in August 1996, this time starting from Amberley, walking through to
Burpham then back to Amberley. It was later in the year, and the landscape seemed somehow
emptier than we remembered. ""When we had come before the annual Boat Service was being
awaited, now the glory was departed. The singer we had heard two years ago was a memory
and the church undecorated ... we sat in the pews and I could look out of the open door to the
flint wall of the churchyard, beyond that there was a garden." (Magazine 86)
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It was three years now to the Sunday. We'd always intended to come back and here we
were. Some veterans of previous visits, some newcomers. August holidays always make for
a sparse turnout. Audrey and Rita had a variation this time; we would drive to Arundel, take
the train to Amberley, then walk back.

Stations seem tired these days; peeling paintwork, buddleias wild in the car parks,
minimal staff. Arundel's no differentto any other. Someone in the ticket office and a machine
outside for when they're not. A poster inviting nominations for best-kept station. A while to
wait, then we're trundling through low-lying meadows. It seems a long way. Have we all this
way to make up on foot? Apparently we have.

Out at Amberley. Down to the Sunday road where on the last trip Ian had picked a
bewildered pigeon out of the road and put him into the relative safety of someone's garden.
Down the long road to North Stoke; there are a lot of people about today. Shall we go to North
Stoke? The road turns and it's away to the right. This time we decide not to; there's a fairly
long walk ahead of us. Down the side of a stubble field. Bales cylindrical against the skyline,
black plastic flapping in the wind. Some are clearly last year's, this year's are still in the field.
A causeway over wet lands, a legacy, someone said, of days when the tiny Stoke settlements
might be cut off by the winter waters. We came to a great tree trunk now almost completely
eaten away by insects and realize that it was here in 1994 that we'd stopped and eaten what
had been left over from the Toronto Scottish visit the previous day. The trunk, perhaps a
casualty of the great storm, had been cut to make a rough seat. Now it was on the way to
dissolution.

Margaret had seen Red Admiral and Speckled Wood butterflies and we still had a long
way to go. Perhaps we shouldn't stop at South Stoke. There was a feeling that to go again
would break a spell. After all the singer wouldn't be there. Already he was taking on the
character of a myth. After some deliberation, some of us go, those who do not wish to break
the charm wait. It's quietin the church, the big Bible is open at the Apocrypha, (1 Maccabees
5), the eye falls on verse 30 "innumerate people bringing ladders and others engines of war".
An enemy attacking Judas the Maccabee. It all seems a long way from South Stoke. Perhaps
avisitor has idly turned the page. There are people about, more than we remember on previous
occasions. Back to the myth makers waiting on the other side of the bridge.

The Arun is the fastest flowing river in England, it seems. The tidal race sweeps up from
Littlehampton. It's not a river to take for granted. Trains go by but they have settled into this
carless landscape, they're almost restful. A pair of swans with six grey cygnets have taken
charge of a sidestream. We've reached the cottage that is supposed to have had something to
do with Tickner Edwardes' Tansy. I suppose it was showing the film that first attracted us to
this landscape. We're not going into Burpham today, skirting the high field on the left where
the bison graze, then "Jacob's ladder", the steep set of steps that lead up into the village. We
passthatby. A heron flies low over the drainage dykes. Walking on over the low land, keeping
the rides on the right. Half a large fish lying on the path. Making for the A27; now here's some
real traffic for you. Across the lights. It's not rained but it does on the way home. Thanks
very much Audrey and Rita.

P.
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The Cotrage Museum sitting-room with the new clock in place.
Photograph by lan Ormerod-Wilkinson. See "A new clock for the Cottage Museum".
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“Three Bridges’ Peter and Marian’s local
walk. September 12th

The weather is still holding - just. Last week the Rother Meadows were baked by the sunshine
yet still a cool green. I had watched two canoes coming up the river under a cloudless sky.
From the foliage by the river at Perryfields I had watched them unobserved, rather like an
Indian on the Amazon. Such thoughts aside, it's cooler today. Peter and Marian's walk.
Where's Marian? A strained leg. I apologise.

Parking in Rotherbridge Lane. Now it's time to give the walk a name. Peter and
Marian's three bridges walk (lower case). If we'd postered the walk as such, people would
have thought we were carrying the new train idea to extremes. Arundel is one thing, Crawley
and Three Bridges another! In factit's the relatively new Leconfield Estate bridges across the
Rother that we're going to visit.

We're off, down the stony track, past the entrance to Hu ngers Lane, then right at
Rotherbridge. The footpath runs along the rutted way to Perryfields, but we've permission to
follow the lazy bending of the river bank. The first bridge is a solid workaday structure replac-
ing a narrow swaying piece of plankery that inspired no confidence at all. We're soon over
and walking up the incline to the old railway track. A quick look at the glorious slanted brick-
work of one of the bridges, decaying now. There's another, less spectacular one just ahead
of us. Walking along the man-made embankment that was once a railway line. What labour!
Memories stirred: the Pulborough train running through to Midhurst Grammar School in the
1950s. A kind of disreputable legend. Petworth boys went of course on the '"Petworth bus".

Walking on the canopy of leaves gives way to a vista of open fields. Cathanger away
to the left. A large piece of white plastic sheeting or sacking blows from a tree, not, someone
observes, the kind of thing to meet on a dark night. Bearing sharp right at the side of a field,
dried pea haulms crackle underfoot. Young peas are growing from spilled pods. Down to the
second bridge by the high nettles. Tom's sharp eye has picked out some wild hops growing
in the hedgerow. Seed impurities perhaps or a survival of long ago when this area grew hops
in some quantity. The Shimmings valley was heavy with them. Alder catkins blow as we
stand on the bridge, this countryside of alders is threatened by a disease that attacks the trees.
Many have died already.

Up to Ladymead - it's just a few yards upstream from the bridge. Part of the lock
structure stands four-square in the water, the vegetation giving it all a gothic aspect. Last time
we were here there were cows in the shallows, today Ferna the dog has it all to herself. Back
to Perryfields, first through the meadows then a narrow path hard on the river, the pungent
cloying smell of balsam. Perryfields is the third bridge, replacing the old metal and concrete
one that had been there as long as I can remember and doubtless an age before that. The old
bridge lies stranded in the field, pieces of dead ivy still clinging to it. Perryfields with its barns
is solitary now that the cottages have gone, it must be thirty years and more now. A lonely
cypress with a bifurcated trunk is a reminder of those days.
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First page of letter. The Third Earl of Egremont died in 1837.
See "A letter from Petworth",










Turner, Constable, and Carew were among the many great artists and men of letters who trod
the path to the great house during what has become known as 'the golden age' at Petworth, and
it is hardly surprising that amongst the scholarly confusion which characterised Petworth
during his tenure that Egremont should remain unaware of his guest until after the latter's
departure.

Miles Costello

Petworth Dec. 29. 1836
Sir

I'was sorry to find that you had left Petworth in the morning before I could see you, as
I could have wished you to have seen the Church in which there are some antiquities relating
to the Percy family. Jocelyn of Louvain who married the heiress of the Percy family & estates
in the reign of Stephen, is buried in the Church, and the ninth, tenth & eleventh and last Earl
of Northumberland with their wives are buried in the chancel, but in the long interval between
these two periods, there probably was little intercourse between the Percy family and their
property in Sussex, and all their houses in Yorkshire, now in my possession, were ransacked
during the civil wars and also Cockermouth Castle now belonging to me. Probably Alnwick
had the same fate. In consequence of these events I think it most improbable that any
information respecting during (sic) that long interval can be found in my possession. When
you return into the South, if I am still alive, I hope to have the pleasure of seeing you & in the

mean time I am your faithful humble servant
Egremont

The cross post to Petworth is not so convenient as it ought to be and 1 did not receive your letter
announcing your visit until after you were gone. I mention this as you may have thought my
reception of you rather extraordinary.

To

Sir Cuthbert Sharp

To the pyramids and back - the story of a
Garland photograph

Whenever I come to Petworth, and I do come when I can, I go to the Cottage Museum if it's
open. My family are in a nearby tea-room but I expect that while I'm talking to you they'll just
have a second cup. I'love coming to the Museum because, apart from being fascinated by it,
Ican look across to Windmill House where I spent the wartime years. It was two cottages then,
with another house in the garden. Like other Petworth evacuees, I came from Peckham, but
as it happened I didn't know the other evacuees very well as I'd only just arrived at the school.
Even its name escapes me. Of the journey down I remember nothing, only of finding myself
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inahall or a large building; memory connects it strongly with Pound Street although of course
I'may be wrong. I was taken by the hand to stay with Jimmy and Joyce White in High Street.
['was there for about a year before I went to live with Jimmy's mother. Jimmy had been called
up in December so I didn't see him much. His wife worked as lady's maid at a big house
somewhere opposite the church. My father had been called up in September 1939 and my
mother, of course, stayed in Peckham.

My memories are mainly of living with old Mrs White at 321. She had her son "Sonny"

with her. He used to work for the Estate, initially as a labourer, then in the Gardens and latterly
on general duties at the House.
After the war he lived with a
sister and from time to time we'd
come down to see them. Sonny
had a marvellous head for
figures, and I was always trying
out sums on him.

What an extraordinary

coincidence it is that out of the
thousands of Garland portraits
my sister and I should both be
among the dozen or so picked
out by Photoworks to be
exhibited in the Leconfield Hall.
There's a curious story attached
tothis. These very portraitstaken
of my sister and me by George
Garland (or perhaps one of his
assistants, I have no memory of
them being taken at all) were
sent out to my father who was in
Egypt. He got a local
photographer to reproduce them
with my father on one side and
my mother on the other, with the
sphinx and the pyramids
beneath,

My sister Rita, who came
down a little later, stayed with
Nurse Knight. It was considered
advisable for Rita to be with the
District Nurse because my sister
had a tendency to be asthmatic.

My mother would come down Sylvia Duchesne in Rosemary Lane ¢ 1945.
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Messrs Jukes, Golden Square abour 1882. Photograph by Walter Kevis.
See "This is a rum do ..."

Old Mr and Mrs Penfold in Pound Street.
[This looks like a Garland photograph but it is not one known to me. Ed.]
Courtesy of Mrs M. Manning. See Day Centre Conversations (2).
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See "No that's not the right church ...

or behind the bar if needed. The Tavern also did lunches and they too were very busy at this
time.

Eventually I left the Tavern and went to work for Mr and Mrs Lund who were renting
a house in Quarry Lane for the duration of the war. The Lunds came from Chislehurstin Kent.
The war was still on but when it finished the Lunds had to move out of Quarry Lane as the
owner wanted his house back. I went to Chislehurst to help the Lunds clear their house there.
They were renting Red House (on the site of the present Lund House) from the Leconfield
Estate. The Lunds would live at Red House for two decades. When they left Quarry Lane

Red House in 1963. Courtesy of Mrs M. Manning.

I left too, but when they returned to Petworth Mrs Lund asked me if I would come back. 1
demurred but Mrs Lund got me to agree to do two mornings a week on a temporary basis.
Before long I was working five mornings a week. I was there for twenty-one years. Mrs Lund
died and Mr Lund lived on alone at Red House, I say alone, but in fact in the early days he had
a butler, later a housemaid and one or two other helps, while I did the cooking. He wasn't
always here, spending six months of the year abroad. Initially it would be South Africa, in
later years Australia. When he was away I tended to live in. Red House had at one time been
the home of Colonel and Mrs Simpson, but it may be that there was a tenant between the
Simpsons and the Lunds, I don'tknow. It was a large house and needed a considerable upkeep.
The Lunds were wealthy people and I believe gave a considerable amount towards the church
spire, although this wasn't generally known at the time. Mr Lund got me to make a rice
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wisdom should teach us to be more charitable one towards another, and treat all mankind
tenderly. To this sentiment the gentleman with the wand may say, "God save the Queen."

P.S.—1I have said that men grow wiser as they grow older. I wonder what the reader
will think of my intelligence six years ago, when in the present effulgence of my wisdom I
am guilty of penning such an article as this. There's one thing, I don't care. So there!

‘We shall need no flypapers in August’
Once more 1915

In Magazine 88, largely through the sheer chance of having been given a virtually complete
set of the West Sussex Gazette for 1915, I tried to give an impression of that year as seen
through a reading of this particular regional paper. 1 made especial reference to Petworth. I
thought it might be worth trying to see the same year from a very different perspective, that
of St Mary's Parish Magazine. The coverage of the Gazette at this time was rather wider
geographically than itis now, running west to Portsmouth, north to Croydon and Mitcham and
east to the Kent border: It remains however essentially a regional paper. St Mary's Magazine
has at once a much narrower scope than the Gazette and a much wider one. Its news of St
Mary's is of course intensely local but its inset is intended to appear to a popular audience
nationwide.

By 1915 St Mary's Parish Magazine was well established. From 1884 it had offered
a platform for many Petworth societies and organisations; most of which, unless they were
denominational, had some contact with the parish church. 1915 marks something of a break;
it would be the first year that magazines would not be bound at the year's turning. Since 1889,
the year's magazines had been bound in the scarlet and gold livery of the Church Monthly.
For 1915 however Mr Penrose the rector had reverted to the inset Home Words which had
been bound with the earliest issues (1884-1888). After 1915 the magazines would not be
bound again.

St Mary's Magazine for 1915 had a grey paper cover showing the church and steeple
from Rectory Lane, a view which had done duty since 1884. Petworth Parish News was kept
toa four-page broadsheet bound round the Inset, another page orso would carry advertisements,
not at this time oversubscribed, as regular blank spaces show. As always, the Rector's letter
takes precedence, then follow reports on the few local activities that had survived the War's
beginning, lists of men joining up, news of casualties, still relatively light at this time, at least
compared with what was to come, and the usual parish registers. By the beginning of 1915
the Rector had no clerical help, those halcyon days when there were two curates to assist,
would have seemed years rather than mere months ago. Home Words, the new insert, was
a 24 page magazine printed with occasional highlighting in bright red. It had a backbone of
regular monthly features to include Red Letter Notes from The Mission Field, a single page
miscellany obviously culled from letters home. Its companion Red Letter Church News
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Top Sylvia Duchesne. Photograph by George Garland.
Bottom A montage of the Duchesne family.
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(See "We shall need no flypapers .

offered a platform for local churchgoers. They might write on some local curiosity or long
service record as chorister, organist or verger. There was a page or so on making Sunday
clothes and no self-respecting Inset could afford to be without its serial, usually some form
of romantic snakes and ladders, running for six issues and with specially commissioned
illustrations. In Home Words this would take seven pages, more than a quarter of the whole.
There would be notes on the Gospel readings for the month, on Sunday School stamps and
a devotional article of some sort. While there was a religious slant to most of the material,
the specifically religious articles were kept reasonably concise, in the hope perhaps that they
would be read along with the more easily digestible material. The mix was bound together
with the occasional short story, patriotic poem or hymn, but particularly with articles by
regular contributors. H. J. Shepstone writes informatively on the biblical lands, with the
coming of Turkey into the war no longer immune from the conflict that was ravaging Europe.
S. Leonard Bastin writes on a broad range of household and general subjects, while Agnes
Giberne writes on astronomy with a popular style and a devotional slant. Other contributors
are less regular and deal with various issues relating to the war as it affected life athome. The
Inset made a determined effort to hold the interest of its readership and no doubt in this it was
reasonably successful.

What immediately strikes the reader of the local notes as he comes from the issues of
previous years, is their relative sparseness. The Parish Magazine of the immediate pre-war
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“The younger Petworth choristers were treated to a visit to the Crystal Palace."
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NEW YEAR'S EVE
IN PETWORTR

SEE IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM WITH
FRIENDS AND FAMILY AT A FREE

STREET PARTY IN THE
MARKET SQUARE

FAIRGROUND ATTRACTIONS from Gpm
CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT from 6pm
TORCHLIGHT PROCESSION WITH THE
TOWN BAND Jpnm

CANDLES AT MIDNIGHT
MUSIC TO DANCE AND LISTEN TO
for EVERYONE with the
FABULOUS FUG BAND 10pm - Zam
followed by DJF LIVEWIRE DISLO

TVs in Austen’s window for national events

“NEW STAR" Pub OPEN

Organised by local people (*“The Petworth Millenmum Celebrations Commuttee’”) with funding from
Petworth Parish Council, local businesses and individuals and the support of the Leconfield Estate

Provisional programme for Millennium at Petworth.
Some events are subject to granting of the relevant Public Entertainment Licence.
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