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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, 56 Wyndham Road, Petworth GU28 0EQ
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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“The mixture as before .... ?
Chairman's Notes

I hope you like the new Magazine. As I often say, "the mixture as before" but with possibly
a few more currants (pictures) in this particular mix. I suppose it's twenty-three years more
or less since our first venture into an expanded format for this Magazine. Since then there
have been hundreds of monthly meetings and walks, the Toronto Scottish visits in 1985 and
after, the reciprocal trip to Toronto in 1994, the revival of Petworth Fair, our links with the
resurgence of the Leconfield Hall, and the emergence of the Cottage Museum as an
irreplaceable Petworth institution. Above all, there is this Magazine, a vast repository of
Petworth traditions and lore. It's probably the Magazine thar gives me the greatest
satisfaction.

The Petworth Society is a successful one but it can never be complacent, still less allow
itself to become a mere segment of Petworth at large. It needs to reach out continually to
a wider circle, in effect constantly to reinvent itself, keeping the best of what has proved to
be successful and building on that, not looking to change a successful formula but to keep
asking questions of that formula, and keeping that formula fresh. It makes no sense ro move
away from our roots in Petworth tradition, but it makes even less sense to take anvrhing for
granted.

The monthly book sale has been a revelation, a useful source of income certainly, but
far more than that, a real meeting-place and monthly event now eagerly anticipated. Of
course the sale does rely on a continuing influx of new books but we reserve the option of not
opening ina particular month if new stock does not justify it. Monthly meetings will continue
but I shall be asking your help with catering, once or perhaps twice a year. More of this at
the meetings themselves.

Walks will continue but interspersed with formal visits and outings of which we have
several planned for next vear. The ever popular Gardens Walk will continue. Several other
ideas are under active review and I will lay out our considered suggestions in the March
Magazine. The Magazine will of course remain the Society's flagship.

Peter 2[st October 2001

Tales of the Pilgrims' Way

Friday 18 January, Petworth Cottage Museum (in association with The Petworth
Society) announce Circle Eight Film Group's acclaimed film The Tales of the Pilgrims'
Way at the Leconfield Hall, Petworth at 7.30pm. All proceeds to museum funds. This is an

open evening and everyone is welcome. Admission £4. Refreshments.
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The film, fully-costumed and reflecting Circle Eight's years of experience in this medium,
takes the form of a pilgrimage from Winchester, through Guildford to Canterbury. On their
journey the pilgrims encounter a number of different figures, historical and legendary and
enter their time-world. St Swithin and Jane Austen, the Watts Museum at Compton, Thomas
Becket and the Surrey Iron Railway are just a few. There are so many more. This acclaimed
film will be a night to remember.

‘Coultershaw Beam Pump - very much a
Petworth thing’

So said Peter when Rolf Rowling gave a presentation on Coultershaw — its mills, the beam
pump, the Rother Navigation and the railway station at the first meeting of the Autumn season.

As members are aware, the Society is seeking to further its links with the Sussex
Industrial Archeology Society, who operate the beam pump as a visitor attraction, having
restored it to working order. To this end, it is proposed to set up a management trust
comprising members of both societies and we would be pleased to hear from anyone
interested in becoming involved. Current finances are in good heart, but there are opportunities
for further restoration and a need to repair sluices.

Mills have existed on the Rother at Coultershaw since 1249. Besides corn mills — two
are recorded as operating in 1534 — there was also a fulling mill for cleaning wool prior to
dying, in 1658. Remains of the dyeing vats have been found beneath the building housing the
beam pump, which was installed on the orders of the Third Earl of Egrementin 1782 to pump
river water up to Petworth House. It continued to work up to 1960, when the water was used
for irrigation in the gardens.

The first pump was constructed entirely of wood but in 1858 the shaft and spokes
(‘spider') of the waterwheel were cast in iron. In 1912, the crankshaft was recast. On open
days, the pump now powers a 14' fountain. There is also a 'hands-on' collection of pumps
proving of great interest to children and a ram pump capable of forcing water to a height of
20 feet.

Coultershaw was the busiest wharf on the Rother Navigation Canal between Stopham
and Midhurst, with men (hauliers) as well as horses pulling the barges and stables for the
horses (currently underrestoration). The railway station eventually assumed similar importance
and remains a tourist attraction in itself.

KCT
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Lewes (Loowiss or Lewez — ask the
Chairman)

Rachel Powell, a Blue Tour Guide for the County Town of East Sussex, took the Society's
audience on a walk there with a slide presentation at the October meeting.

Starting with views from Mount Caburn over the town and river Ouse, she explained
the ancient origins of the settlement established in the gap in the Downs on the river, navigable
from its original estuary at Seaford.

There were two mints in Saxon times. William the Conqueror later divided Sussex into
five rapes, each with a castle and so Lewes got one, dominating the town which was walled
on three sides, with the river on the eastern fourth.

It was at Mount Caburn that the Battle of Lewes was fought in 1264 between Henry III
and Simon de Montfort, leading to the establishment of parliamentary democracy in England.

The tour began at the top of the town, in Westgate and continued down the High Street
to Cliffe, returning along Southover High Street, Friary Crescent and Keere Street, pointing
out the many fine buildings and their association with notable people such as Dr Gideon
Mantell, geologist and palacontologist, John Evelyn, the diarist, the Revd John Harvard,
founder of the American University, Dr Richard Russell, who instituted sea-bathing at
Brighton, Charles Dawson, of Piltdown man fame and Tom Paine. Paine played significant
roles in the American War of Independence and French Revolution and was instrumental in
framing the Constitution of the United States, where, however, he died in poverty in 1809,

The audience had questions about the famous Guy Fawkes celebrations, with the 'No
Popery' banners commemorating the martyrdom of 17 Protestants, including four women,
during the reign of Mary, and the extensive use of mathematical tiles to give the appearance
of brick to timber-framed houses, of which Petworth has an example in The Leads, East Street,

Soended a fascinating glimpse into a most interesting place, which will no doubt soon
see more visitors from around Petworth exploring it for themselves.

KCT

“They know the way ....” lan and Pearl's
Loxwood Walk. August 26" 2001

“Darkness at noon.” If it's Sunday there has to be a Society walk. In fact nothing happens
immediately but it begins to rain on the way to Loxwood. The sky itself will have put off all
but the most committed but even soit’s a good turnout. We were here this time last year, under

just such skies, in the famous affair of the enchanted wood. lan and Pearl however, were

having nothing to do with enchantment, having thoroughly reconnoitred beforehand. They
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all the way over in Canada, have a copy but not for sale.

Is there anyone in the Petworth Society who could help me? Tel: 343904

Mr Bill Pescod writes:

176 Cranston Road, Forest Hill London SE23 2EY

Dear Mr Jerrome,

My wife June (née Peacock) & I have inherited a book from her father (George
Peacock of Petworth & latterly Tillington)'s estate entitled:-

Our Building Inheritance by Walter H. Godfrey F.S.A.,F.R.1.B.A

published around 1944/5, which, I suppose was a forerunner of The English Heritage in that
it talks in general about protecting old buildings & gives advice, amongst other things on
bringing old cottages up to modern standards without changing the outward appearance.

Although none of the properties are mentioned in particular in the text, there are 100
old sepia-ish prints of buildings all over Britain & presumably the reason for my late father-
in-law having the book was because of print No. 30 & we are sure that he would have known
the location of the cottages shown.

[ feel certain that you will already have a copy of the photograph & know where the
cottages are, or most likely, used to be but we would be grateful if you, or any Society member
who knows, could let us have any details on the picture.

30, UNCONDITIONED COTTAGES, PEITWORTII, SUSSEX

[ Lhus picture has caused problems before. Is it Petworth at all? The only suggestion I have
heard is that it is a very old photograph of Donkey Row before it was rebuilt but it is very
difficult. Any ideas? Ed.]
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Compare "A walk on the ...




A kitchen scene at Upperton about a hundred years ago — possibly Westbrook House.

A postcard belonging to Mr and Mrs Knox of Hang leton.
Can anyone throw any light on either people or place?

‘Double Bill’ 15™ September

Sun in the Hall, the Book Sale is already almost an institution. Next one in October, then
December. We're beginning to think in terms of regular customers. A lot of new books, some
old friends, a proportion remaining in store. Someone points out that there are analogies with
the old-style lending library; at 25 pence or (occasionally) 50 pence you can buy a book, read
it (or decide it wasn't what you wanted after all) then bring it back next time. We've more
books than ever this time but the way we've set out the tables has made more room and it looks
less congested. Fiction is six deep on the centre aisle. A smooth operation the previous
evening. The closely packed platform boxes coming up from store. Almost like the old
smuggling days but shorn of the secrecy. Miles, Derek, Andy and myself.

Snippets of conversation. "Do you remember Alison Utley?" "Elizabeth Goudge is
someone you could always read in public." There must be books you can't be seen reading
in public. I'm not sure we have any of these, although a book of "erotic stories" disappears
very early on. Large thin craft books almost need to be prised one from another. "What can
be nicer than a houseful of books?" Or the corollary, "Will you compensate me if my house
simply collapses?"

Half an hour after opening. The best of the:new have been creamed off. It is always
so and no doubt will ever be so. It's this first half hour that sets the tone for the day. You need
to be ahead of the game by then. We are. Miles and Peter's Green Label books at£1 are already
aransacked remnant, Cooking and children are much more ordered this time — it's the varying
sizes that upset things. Non-fiction at least looks tidy even if it's something of a spiritual
kaleidoscope. A Spanish phrasebook rubs shoulders with a heavyweight tome on the
psychology of religion, a handbook of British birds with a browning pre-war guide to Rome.
From that unruly province of our empire someone brings over Peake's old single-volume
Bible Commentary from the 1920s. A new version replaced that one in the 1960s. Forgotten
divines and scholarship that has moved on. 25 pence. Thank you very much. Would you like
a carrier? And so one of our veterans leaves us.

Those who run book sales must cultivate a certain detachment. For the moment
however we still treat our books almost as pets to be rehoused. We'll learn no doubt. Enid
Blytons in venerable dust covers — reprints with paper browning quickly now. They go I
think. The Penguin Canterbury Tales with the dodgy spine is still with us. I'm due at the
Museum this afternoon. Miles and Andy will "mind the shop". The sun pours into the
lunchtime hall.

The comforting plop of the Museum gas at the pilotignites. The brass tap in the parlour
is a little suff. It's late season but the Museum's holding up well this year, already more
children and more guides books sold and there are still seven weeks to go. We've got the
postcards too this year, Despite the mellow sunshine it's good to have the fire going. The
garden's sunk in September torpor. The golden daisy heads of a rudbeckia, a flash of scarlet
dahlia, some strangely reticent calendulas. The rhubarb seems larger this year.

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.106 11




Down the cellar to fire the oddly ornate gaslight — perhaps a curiosity as much as a
reflection of real life, but we can't go down there with lighted candles. The loose door latch
lying on the cellar table, like the tumbling block pattern chair in the sewing room, itexists like
so much at 346 in a state of suspension, a land of timeless limbo in which things are always
on the point of being done yet never are. Clanking the metal 'open' sign over the brown-painted
gate. Will this be the week when numbers start to fallaway? October, certainly, tendsto be rather
quiet. It's difficult to tell from the visitors' book. Let's say this week looks a little erratic so far.

Quiet early on. The guides are almost sold out. Four left to last the season. They won't
of course. If we're busy this afternoon they could all go. (In fact we don't sell any)....

It's twenty to four. The black kettle steams away on the 'Petworth’ stove. Visitors
upstairs, for the moment all quiet downstairs. One of those staccato afternoons when you
never quite get into the swing of things. 'A cottage as it was on the Leconfield Estate in 1910
... People uncertain about the copper, the Polyphone playing. 'Are there other records?'
"There are, but we've had this one all season.! The metal disks are piled up at one side. The
sundered relationship between the Cummings, husband and wife. The old farrier sergeant-
major finally dying at Wimbledon in 1917, no doubt in very straitened circumstances. What
stories he might have told of the Crimea or India just after the Mutiny. Hardly, surely, a man
to stand back and reflect. Understandably suspicious of those who have the benefit of
hindsight and the interest of the antiquarian. A hard life did not allow such luxuries.

Deborah’s Christmas Crossword

3 ... and don’t forget to add
some of this (4)

December — when the
elderly poor visited the rich
for gifts of food or money
(7)

5 “On Christmas night all
Christians ---- 7 (The
Sussex Carol) (4)

6 God rest them, the merry
lot! (9)

9 & 30 Strange subtitle
which means visitors at
your bird table (4,4)

13 A very long time (3)

15 “Heat was in the very — ”
(Good King Wenceslas) (3)

Time to bring in the 'open' sign, take off the steward badges, turn off the gas. But
lo! the gate slams shut, footsteps on the brick path. Two ladies from Southsea. 'Are you still i 16 Frothy Sussex drink of
open?' They light up one of the duller afternoons with their enthusiasm. 'It's my dream’ one 7 Parasiti : guarantco you get o S spiced ale and apples
M o R 7o D ! o, gt ic plant which 27 Plenty to drink this s
lady writes in the book. 'Old houses are so much more comfortable than modern ones.' Are : : offered from the wassail
e grows in Pmor& Park (9) Christmas— [ have an bowl (5,4)
FL o il . s e T e 8 Wet-sounding hamlet - its arrangement with all points .

Back down to the Town Hall in the afternoon sunlight. Miles and Andy have already name derives from the of the compass (5) 18 Christmas greenery ...(3)
ciearled up. The bpoks 'flre packed ready to gf) away first lh.mts: tomorrow. 'SorE'y. I was Saxon for “hill brow” (5) 29 Warming Xmas brew 20_ ... and a tree where you
detained at the Museum." Miles and Andy look quizzical. Just £1 short of August's record. 10 Heavenly object which ~ (3,5) might gather 7 ac. (3)
Three new members and a host of books gone. Absent friends or lost souls happily rehomed? guided the Magi — 3 l’ L 21 Mrs. Garland’s famous

g : as fowl, popular - cpricimas soup — a deli
A bit of both I hope. . - interrupted by a ton weight in Victorian times (5) which fitied t(f ima i wt;cy
P. —a surprised result (8) 32 Ancient Petworth house o611 Mr. Greenficld
e 11 “God of God, —--- of — formerly Bywimbles — for (Tales 01-01('1 Petworth)
| ; many years a grocer’s shop 2,5)
. 12 Recess in church (4) ()] 23’ i1 anlcl anrwer i ik
Answers to previous Crossword 14 Brood of pheasants (3)  Down T aite
15 Slei 4 aay . 0pp051tc of feast (4)
17&19 Avillainsorted  capsizedrevealingtwo  cpro e oS 1
out for a gallant fighter in a items of warm winter 26 see 1 dnm &15)
I Beast Market, 9 Upton, 10 Smith, 11 Gin, 12 Grain, 14 Ark, 15 Rustic, 16 Damers, 18 Les, Sussex mummers play (7,7) clothing (5,5) 28 Could be red after too
20 Downs, 21 Lye, 22 Nurse, 24 Manor, 25 Open Gardens 4 St.lbm't (4? 2 Rouse yourself to make much 29 ac. — perhaps that
23 Hill on Wisboroughroad the Christmaspud onthe o Rudolplh’s pro;rem @)

Down
2 Eaten, 3 Sin, 4 Morgan, 5 Ros, 6 Eliza, 7 Hungers Lane, 8 Shakespeare, 12 Guild, 13 Noahs, gﬁ)A Saig of 7 ac, should last(it;;day before Advent 30 gee 9

17 Gwenda, 19 Scrip, 21 Linen, 23 Emn, 24 Mud

Solution
Across
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Two Garland 'characters' from the late 1930s

1) A link with Hilaire Belloc. "Jimmie" James of Petworth.

Mr "Jimmie" James.

"When Belloc used to stay at the Chalet at Burton the gardener there was the late Mr
"Jimmie' James. Sometimes when Belloc turned up unexpectedly "Jimmie" - if there was no
new bread in the house - would go down to the nearby Railway Hotel, to get a loaf of new bread
and aquart of ale, for, with cheese, that would be Belloc's supper. Belloc became very friendly
with "Jimmie" and often visited him when, in later years, he was living in retirement in
Petworth."

[Garland press caption and photograph].

2) "A typical son of Sussex". Edwin Penfold of Rogate.
"EDWIN'S" GOLDEN WEDDING

Out on Fyning Common live Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Penfold, in a little cottage where they are
happily spending the evening of their days. Recently they celebrated their golden wedding,
and they are very proud of it. They have two sons and a daughter, and four grandchildren.
Edwin — ""a gentleman's name for a poor man," he told a "W.S.G." representative — is 82, and
he is a typical son of Sussex, with a cheery countenance fringed with dark whiskers, and a
round soft black hat of the type that is nowadays rare. Born at Ifield, he worked as a carter
all his life until he was 80, including 23 years at Milland, for people including Col. Hawkshaw.

20 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.106

Mr. and Mrs. Penfold have been at Fyning Common for eleven years. They were married at
Leigh near Reigate, but Edwin could not quite remember the date when talking to our
correspondent. Every Friday he walks to Rogate Post Office to draw his old age pension, after
which you can find him in the Wyndham Arms, having his usual pint of bitter before trudging
home. "A bit o' cricket' used to interest him in his younger days. "At cricket matches and
harvest suppers we used to get a good many pints off the old farmers them days, but you got
to put your 'and in your pocket nowadays if you wants a pint," he added. That day Edwin had
a free pint. Mrs. Penfold is 73. They have been readers of the "West Sussex Gazette" ever
since they were married. "That's the paper to take if you wants a place, you can't beatit.'" Edwin
said."

This Garland note appeared in the Wesr Sussex Gazette in March 1939 and the
photograph was taken to accompany it.

Fyr
I )] i
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Ramblings from the Roof Space

(1) August 1914,

For the fortunate majority who are not acquainted with Peter's attic room I have no
intention of wasting both my time and yours in trying to describe it in any detail. Suffice to
say that most of the time it is in a state bordering on the chaotic, just now and again Marian
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Stalwarts of the Men's Mutual. (1) The Rev. H.E. Jones, later Bishop of Lewes, with his
family, presumably in the Rectory garden, about 1900. Photograph by Walter Kevis.

(2) Charles, Lord Leconfield.




Old blacksmith's shop in Petworth, Ontario,
(See A ghost town named Petworth).

September 2000.

1914 just ten days after the declaration of war. The army is totally unprepared to fight in a
huge European conflict, yet the government has pledged to supply by the 21st of that month
an expeditionary force of 150,000 men, and the recruiting officers were ordered to pull out
all the stops to achieve that number. It would appear that Constable is somewhat uncertain
of reaching his quota and he has written to Sidney Vincent at Petworth to try to whip up some
support. Vincent, apparently, a local tradesman running a plumbing and monumental
masonry business from premises in Angel Street is a long time member of the territorials and
has probably — through his pre-war connections with the company — become elevated to the
position of recruiting officer in "D" Coy. How successful Vincent was at his adopted task is
difficult to judge, clearly there was something of a recruitment crisis at Petworth and
recollections gathered many years later suggest that in order to reach his quota Vincent was
not averse to enlisting under aged recruits. The tone of the letter is certainly not conducive
to arequest for assistance and had the contents become public one could assume that it would
have been totally counter productive. Exactly what assistance Pitfield could offer is unclear,
after all he was not one of the local landowners employing large numbers of men, and while
he was of considerable standing both in the town and within local political circles it seems
doubtful that he could be of a great deal of assistance to Constable.

Whether Pitfield managed to assist Constable or Vincent in achieving their goal is
uncertain. Perhaps further evidence may one day emerge from the bowels of the attic to fill
in the details of the roles which Vincent and Constable played within "D' Company. Having
read the letter we must not be too harsh on Constable, how can we hope at this distance in time
to be aware of the pressures he must have been under during those first days of war. We know

that despite their apparent "lacking in energy" many Petworth men fought bravely and died
for their country and regiment, and it is with this in mind that we can reflect on the contents
of the note.

Miles Costello

4th Battalion Royal Sussex Regt.,
The Fort,
Newhaven.

Aug: 14" 1914

Dear Mr Pitfield

I wonder if you could do anything for us in the way of recruits. This company is very
short still and they are drafting in men from other districts to fill up our ranks, this seems to me
to show that the men of the Petworth district are somewhat lacking in energy. Hundreds of
recruits are coming forward for other companies except ours. [ am writing to Sydney Vincent,
who has just left us, to see what he can do to help you if you will take this up.
Yours truly
Basil Constable, Capt.
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The beginning of Captain Constable's letter.
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A Ghost Town Named Petworth

A ghost town, surely not? Perhaps Petworth may have on occasion been so described by our
scurrilous neighbours, and yet the slide down the slippery path of dereliction has thankfully
so far been avoided. There is however a Petworth on a far away continent that certainly could
be so described, and which through its name has a rather tenuous association with our own
sleepy town.

To establish a link between Petworth, Ontario and Petworth, Sussex is difficult.
Perhaps an early migrant from Petworth settled there and named it in honour of his home town,
who knows? There is much that we don't know about this little town hidden away in the
isolated hinterland of Ontario. We can try toretrace the history of the community, and in doing
so we may be able to make certain observations relating to the rise, and subsequent demise,
of acommunity that placed all its commercial eggs in one basket, and the price it paid for doing
$0. Sounds familiar? A cautionary tale indeed!

There has been, in recent years, a great deal of fine scholarly research concerning
emigration from Sussex to Canada in the first half of the nineteenth century, and it struck me
as strange that with so many poor souls making the hazardous journey from this part of the
county to an uncertain future several thousand miles away, that the law of averages had not
seen fit to name one of the hundreds of new communities springing up all over Canada after
the town which they had left.

I had heard of a Petworth in Australia that may be just a sheep station, also a Petworth
in Tasmania and yet another one that I believe is a district of Washington in the United States.
A tiny Italian speaking island named Lampedusa lying some way between Sicily and Tunisia
had been given the dubious honour of being named Petworth as its U.S. naval code during the
Second World War. I also believe that there is a Petworth lakes somewhere in the southern
hemisphere, but remarkably a search through a gazetteer revealed no Petworth in Canada.

Undaunted I approached a group of Canadian genealogists and historians with whom
I have contacts to see if they could come up with anything. Within a few days letters and email
messages began slowly to come in. My original assumption was correct and there had been
a community named Petworth in Canada, and yes it still exists but only just! Apparently the
tiny hamlet is situated in the county of Frontenac that lies north of Kingston, Ontario. '"Try
and get hold of Ghost Towns of Ontario by Ron Brown," instructed one of my correspondents.
Not surprisingly there isn't a copy at the library, Meanwhile Jennifer Bunting, the archivist
at nearby Lennox and Addington Museum, had heard of my quest and kindly sent me an
extract from an 1882 business directory that contained entries for Petworth. The population
at that time was 200 and the businessmen who supplied information for the directory
numbered just six, there were two blacksmiths, a carpenter, two grocers, and finally a
postmaster who must have experienced quite long periods of enforced inactivity as the
incoming mail arrived only every other week.

It was a few days later that a photocopy of the relevant chapter from Ghost Towns
of Ontario arrived in a parcel sent from Canada by a dear lady named Brenda Zadoroznij.
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Ghost Towns certainly proved informative and together with a number of notes and some
excellent photographs collected by Brenda it is now possible to make some sense of the rise
and subsequent demise of our Canadian doppelganger.

Petworth lies some 50 miles north of the great Lake Ontario. The area was then known
as Upper Canada and it would appear that it was first settled around 1845 when the timber
industry began to establish a series of sawmills on the Napanee River. One of these mills was
to develop into a community that was later to become officially known as Petworth. It would
appear that the development of Petworth was hardly haphazard. Large sums of money were
invested in the infrastructure of the town as well as local commerce. Any industry that could
be run by water power was considered viable and potentially very profitable, and by the third
quarter of the nineteenth century the district could boast a carding and fulling mill to
complement the huge saw and grist mills which had been established earlier. A cheese factory
was established towards the end of the nineteenth century and prospered until 1912 when it
was destroyed by fire, How the village came to be known as Petworth is unclear, Timothy
Chambers purchased the site in 1852 and the area became known as Chambers Mills. It is
thought that the first official use of the name Petworth was in 1861 by James Wallace the first
postmaster who had purchased land from Chambers two years earlier. If there was a
connection between Petworth in Sussex and Wallace it has yet to be identified and there is also
noobvious link between Wallace and the Petworth Emigration Scheme that had been assisting
emigration to Canada during the 1830's. Indeed it does seem possible that amigrant travelling
with the Petworth scheme may have been involved in the early years of the settlement, for
although the area settled by most of the emigrants was many hundred of miles west of
Petworth, Kingston Mills, a stopping off point for the travellers on their long and arduous
Journey to the 'promised land', is only some 35 miles from Petworth. It is clear that the
fledgling community grew rapidly much in the same way as the gold rush towns did, though
on this occasion the gold was liquid and infinitely more available. If you controlled the water
in Canada then you controlled the economy and consequently huge sums of money would pass
hands for suitable properties where a mill could be built on a fast flowing river. Petworth
flourished for a number of years and by the time of the 1901 Canadian census it was a thriving
community. The town could boast two churches both of the Methodist persuasion, a one
roomed school with 46 pupils and a teacher who served the needs of the younger members
of the community, while several bars catered for the loggers. Everything was looking rosy
for Petworth and things could only get better with the anticipated arrival of the railway.

Sadly this continued prosperity was short lived. The railway never got to Petworth, the
terrain for miles around had been stripped clean by the logging companies and with no ground
cover the land was subjected to the harshness of the winter elements. The area became prone
to landslides and flash floods that played havoc with industries almost totally reliant upon
waterpower. Summer water levels on the Napanee and its tributaries fell and it became
impossible for the loggers to move their timber downstream to the sawmills at Petworth. By
damming the river and artificially regulating the water levels the problem was for a short time
resolved, but this move was not welcomed by everyone. Sometime during the 1870's a group
of disgruntled farmers who had seen their livelihoods ruined by the flooding of agricultural
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land by the dam builders took it upon themselves to exact revenge and destroyed Petworth's
dam by explosives. No doubt the monolithic lumber companies soon restored the barrages
to use and a short-lived semblance of order returned to the harsh lives of both the loggers and
the farmers. With the de-forestation of the district so many of the loggers who had spent much
of their hard earned wages in the bars and stores at Petworth moved on to more fertile districts
and with them went the businesses which had prospered under their patronage. By the time
of the First World War the town was in serious decline and from then on it never fully
recovered. Most of the old wooden buildings that had graced the town fell into ruin, and
though the school survived until the 1960's its fate has followed that of many of the structures
and it 1s now just an overgrown ruin. Surprisingly quite a few of the old buildings have
survived in their derelict state. The church, now redundant, has been painted and the exterior
restored, Allisnot lost at Petworth, attracted by the peace and tranquillity of rural living some
new residents have set up homes in modern houses and with a small number of older citizens
the town is just about surviving. Sounds familiar! Now [ wonder it they have thought about
importing a few antique shops.

Miles Costello
Thanks to
Brenda Zadoronznij.
Jennifer Bunting.

The repainted Church in Petworth, Ontario. September 2000.

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.106













well-to-do sympathisers who offered donations. For the rest admission was free. There were
no charges on the door.

The following season offered the same basic mix of travel and military. The Rector’s
opening lecture on the Transvaal was clearly topical givenevents in South Africa and attracted
two hundred men. It is, in truth, difficult to see how such a number could be fitted into any
available venue, the Iron Room not being built, but two hundred was exceptional. Towards
the end of the season the Parish Magazine noted, “The attendance since Christmas has fallen
off a good deal, but this is probably accounted for by the bad weather and the prevalence of
sickness.” In fact the average attendance for eleven lectures and a social evening had been 126.

The 1900-01 season provided
Petworth Men’s Mutual Improvement Soclety. he highest attendance yet, to hear

Balunce Sheet for years 18g8—g. the Rector’s presentation on the war
RECEIFTS. in South Africa. It was a measure no
£ s. 4. doubtof public interest and concern.

1898 October to 1899 March— : } .
Subscriptions and donations . oo a Mafeking had beenrelieved in May
1900, with great celebrations in the
town when the news came through.
Balance brought down wowe e 912 5 Two lectures were cancelled in this
season because of the deaths respec-
tively of Queen Victoria and Lord

Leconfield.

The Rectorand his committee
were always prepared to try
something new. An idea for 1901-2
was debating, with an early subject,
suggested perhaps by eventsin South
Africa, being “Conscription—ought
it to be enforced?” The motion was
lostby 68 votes to 28, but the problem
was not one that was to go away,
being thrown into sharp relief by the
events of 1914-1918. The Social
Evening on December 17" was
restricted to members, but these had
the privilege of each bringing a lady. The evening “commenced with tea which was followed
by a short concert and some amusing lantern views.” Another debate (February 11") tackled,
like the first, one of the issues of the day. Lord Lytton proposing “that this Society would
welcome a wider recognition of the rights of women.” This was not a Ladies’ night! Mr.R.G.
Wilberforce opposed and the motion was lost by a large majority. The impression one gains
from the brief résumé in the Parish Magazine is that the debate was dominated by those
members who were in a position to make donations; the “shilling” members and, even more
s0, those who made no payment at all, seeing it as their place to listen rather than to air their

{10 o 2

PAYMENTS.

T
o

18g8 October to 1899 March—

Use of Town Hall, etc., =

Opaque screen ...

Lamp and two burners

Hire of slides

Carbide ...

Acetylene burner

Printing bills .

Repairs, etc., to gas conlainer

Stationery and stamps in connection with
the ** Social Evening "

Cab to fetch lecturer

Carriage of oxygen

Rubber washer ...

Balaunce in hand

OO0 O0ORNONMN
Do OWDO O

oGO0
Lin = OO0

Hy,
-
o
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Balance Sheet for Men's Mutual 1898-9.
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Hospitality to wounded soldiers August 1916. Newspaper caption (unidentified) as follows:
"By the kindinvitation of Lady Leconfield, anumber of our wounded soldiers at Graylingwell
Hospital were entertained at Petworth House on Saturday. In the absence of Lady
Leconfield in Ireland, the duties of hostess fell to Mrs Counley, the housekeeper at Petworth '
House, who was ably assisted by Mr W.G. Thomas, the house steward. Tea was served in
the North Gallery, one of the most spacious and beautiful apartments in Petworth House, and
Lady Leconfield's guests greatly appreciated the substantial hospitality extended to them;
they were also taken through Petworth House, the lawns and gardens. The party, before
leaving, gave hearty cheers for Lord and Lady Leconfield and thanked those who had looked
after them so well. As the soldiers passed through the town the inhabitants cheered them."
The photograph, which comes from Mrs Counley's Scrapbook (see Magazine 86), is a very
poor one but we have done the best we can.
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Mystery pictures: Can anyone identify the place in these photographs?

own views. The season closed with a lecture by the Rector on the Indian Mutiny.

While St. Mary's Magazine continued to stress that a shilling for the season was asked
only from those who could pay, and this was genuine enough, certain privileges were reserved
for members, particularly the new idea of allowing a member to bring a lady on certain
specified occasions. Some particularly popular lectures too might be open only to members.
Does this mean subscribing members only? It rather looks like it, in which case, those who
were unable to pay will have felt at an increasing disadvantage.

Innovation was not at an end. On the 18" November 1902 the new Lord Leconfield
provided a cinematograph lecture, a highlight of the Mutual season, and one which, with
different subjects and with or without the cinematograph, would boost the Mutual once a year
until the Society’s demise in 1914. For 1902 the subject was the war in South Africa.

Speakers often drew on their own experience of historic events. So in January 1903,
Colonel Barrington Kennett from Tillington House, who had a year or two before lectured on
the Afghan War, spoke from his personal knowledge of the Franco-Prussian war. In 1870 he
had been sent out to distribute charitable donations from the British public to those suffering
in the war. “He dealt with the siege of Paris and the atrocities of the Commune, and brought
home to his hearers the horrors of modern warfare.”

Lecturers seem to have kept strictly to time. An 8.15 start would certainly militate
against excessive length. When, in February 1904, the Rev. S.J. Norman, who had himself
visited Russia, came to the end of his “allotted time,” “*he was asked to finish the subject which
he did to the satisfaction of all.”” Incidentally there is never any mention of refreshments still
less of araffle! A debate in the same month on the motion that every man on reaching the age
of 21 should have a vote, was lost by a small majority “about half the members present
abstaining from voting.” The Magazine’s somewhat coy comment may indicate that many
of the audience were not prepared to support or exhibit “‘radical” ideas in the presence of their
social superiors, but equally were not prepared to vote against their conscience. We may
conjecture but we cannot know.,

Numbers were growing, particularly for the increasingly frequent and very popular
Ladies” Nights. It was as well for the Mutual that the “Iron Room™ had been built, effectively
a large corrugated shed to the north of the present National Westminster Bank premises. It
was in theory a temporary structure erected to accommodate the congregation of St. Mary’s
during extensive renovation. It was not pulled down until 1963. On October 4" 1904 the
Rector’s opening lecture on the Russian and Japanese war attracted the largest audience the
Mutual had ever had “over 200 men being present” and noteven a Ladies’ Night! Clearly such
numbers were quite beyond the capacity of either Town Hall or Girls® School. Average
attendance for season 1904-5 was 154, a new record.

Lectures continued with the usual mix of travel and military interspersed with the
occasional debate and the 1905-6 season was perhaps the high-point of the Mutual’s activity.
Mr. Lacaita’s presentation on Pompeii, Etna and Southern Italy “was one of the best lectures
the Society has ever been fortunate enough to hear,” while in November 1905 Colonel Wavell
spoke from personal experience on the Indian Mutiny. He had been one of the defenders of
the bridge outside Delhi. In December Lord Leconfield’s annual lecture was given by Mr.
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modern eyes as somewhat paternalistic. The debates, largely dropped in later years, were
clearly dominated by the inevitably more articulate gentry class, while the speakers, mainly
local, tend to inhabit the same rarefied air. There is nothing surprising about such social
stratification — it would be more surprising if this were not the case. The occasional
appearance of Lord Leconfield at meetings and the more constant presence of the Estate
Officers would exert its own thrall, Is there any other way to interpret the mass abstention in
the debate on universal male suffrage?

All that said, however, not everyone would raise such quibbles. Above all, the Mutual
was a good night out, especially if one could bring a wife or girl friend. The Mutual was an
oasis in a desert of unremitting toil, an acknowledgement of a far wider world that existed
independently of Petworth. This is clearly how Edwin Saunders recalled the Mutual. After
all, the Society did bring different men together in one room. It might sometimes be oil and
water, but it was a contact of a kind nevertheless. The Men’s Mutual is well worth the
remembering.

Perspectives on the 1930s

In some ways George Garland's photographic portrayal of Petworth in the 1930s must have
a defining effect. Put in the form "What Garland recorded happened, what Garland did not
record did not happen," this is obviously absurd but there is an element of truth. In practice
what Garland did not record tends to sink out of sight, to be disinterred, if at all, either from
random newspaper survivals or chance oral recollection. Remember too that local newspaper
reportage would emanate from the Garland studio in Station Road and come from the pen
either of Garland himself of (perhaps more likely) Mrs Garland.

S.T. Jerome, manager of the Midhurst Bank in Golden Square was a keen and
competent amateur photographer in the 1930s and while his negatives do not appear to
survive, small double prints mounted on card and extant in some numbers. These were
originally intended to be viewed in three dimensions through a simple focusing apparatus.
While the majority of these cards are holiday snaps with no immediate local reference, a few
are local and either parallel Garland's work or, to an extent, supplement it. They have been
carefully printed for the Society by Mr Tim Austin of Bexhill and appear by courtesy
of Mrs Mary Fraser. The originals are quite small, just over 1% inches square so the
magnification here is considerable.
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1) Haymaking at
Milland in 1936. A
parallel to numerous
Garlandpictures showing
at once the old voluntary
help on the farm and the
increasing use of the
petrol engine as an
alternative to horse
power.

2) The Petworth Fire
Brigade float in East
Street on Coronation
Day in 1937. George
Garland of course
covered this event very
fully. S.T. Jerome's
several pictures of the
procession and scenes in
Petworth Park offer a
variation on Garland's
coverage,
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3) S.T. Jerome took
several pictures of the
visit of German war
veterans to Petworth
British Legionin August
1938. Some are in Grove
Street, some in the
grounds of Petworth
House. The visit does
not seem to have been
covered by Garland at
all but Jerome who had
served with distinction
in the 1914-1918 war
had strong links with the
Legion. Here the Lord
Mayor of Coblenz
photographs  some
Petworth notables. The
original mounted card
identifies L-R Walter

Dawtrey, Baron von Leusner and Colonel Mayne while the fourth figure is clearly Dr Ball.

With the deteriorating international situation leading to war a year later, this goodwill trip was
presumably quickly forgotten.
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4) Lord Leconfield at
the Leconfield opening
meet at Petworth House
inNovember 1938, This
was an event regularly
covered by George
Garland and there are
photographs of this and
many similar occasions.
This would no doubt be
the lastopening meet for
several years, the war
supervening in 1939,

5) Motor-cycle test at
Titty Hill near Fernhurst
in 1939. Not something
normally covered by
George Garland.

6) Petworth Hockey
Team's last match of the
season, at Chichester
Theological College in
April 1939, 1 do not
know whether the club
reformed after the war.
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7) New Zealand troops passing through Petworth in 1939. An important and historic picture PETWO RTH

showing the Boys School (bombed in 1942) in the foreground, then the Masons Arms, and

e e e R e D St CRI CKET OLUBa
school.

. ESTABLISHED, September 22nd., 1843,

Presivent,
J. WELLER LADBROKE, Esa.

Committee.
BAKER, MR. H. MILLYARD, ME. W.
DAINTREY, MR. A. ORSBORN, MR, H.
GREEN, MR. J. PHILPOTT, MR. J.
MILLYARD, MR. G. SHERWIN, MB. T.

WRIGHT, MR. W. 8.
MR J, W, ORSBORN, Tasasumex. MR. W. DEATH, Howonanr Sscarrany.

RULES.

Ist. Every Person wishing to become s Member of the Club, to sign these Rules, and to pay
One Bhilling, towards the Funds of the Club, and Sixpence for & Copy of the Rules.

2nd. No Member to be admitted after the Firat of October next, unless by ballot at a Meet.
ing of not less than five Members, and any Member so admitted, to pay up his Subseription from
the Firat of October, to the time of his admission.

ard. H Yy Members to be admitted on subscribing Annually Ten Shillings or upwards,
and to be liable to no other payments.

4th. The Treasurer to keep a just and correct account of all Bubsecriptions, Fines, and other
Monies received by him.

Fth. The Secretary to receive and answer all challenges to the Club, keep an Account of,
and collect the Fines, and pay them over to the Treasurer, and assist him in receiving the Sub-
scriptions.

Gth  The Committee of Management to conalst of Nine Persons exclusive of the Tr
ond Secretary, who are to be Ex-officio Members ; such C ittee (four to be a quorum) ia to
decide as to all Matches to be played by the club, determine all disputes arising on the Rules, and
have the general management of the affairs of the Club, and 1o meet, when expedient, at the Swan
Inn. The Committee to have power, on the resignation or death of any of its Members, 1o elect
others in their atead.

7th. The Committee taprovide Bats, Balls, Wickets, &c., at the sxpence of the Club.

8th. Every Member, not honorary, to pay to the Treasurer a Monthly Subscription of One
Shilling thmushout the Year, commencing on the First of October. and paynble in advance, and if
any Subscription and fines bé not paid up st the time appointed by these Rules. every Viember
mlki.ll!sluch default to be fined for the First Month, Jixpence fur thr Second Month, One Shilling,
and if such subscriptions and fines be not then paid, the Committee to have powrr to exclude the
defaulter.

#th. The Club to commence their Mertings for practice on the First Monday in May
and to continue to meet twice n week, viz, Monday und Thursday, for practice, until the last
Thursday in August inclusive.

10th. Every Member not present on the Club Ground on the Weekly Days of practice, byt
past 6 o'Clock in the Evening, to forfeit thres pence.

Ilth. No Person residing within Two Miles of the Town (not being & Member) to be allowed
to play on the Club Ground, but any Person uot resident within the above distance, will be allowed
to play, by being introduced by « Member.

12th,  Every Member playing in any Match for the Club, to be allowed Five Bhillings from
the Funds for his expences.

DEATH, PRINTRR, PRTWORTH.
Rules for Petworth Cricket Club — undated, possibly 1870s.
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Beteonth

Society,

Saturday 8th December '
in rhe Leconfield Hall

Book Sale

Free Admission

gp Vanguard Productions
7-3 present
Christmas throunh the Ages

A nostalgic look at Christimas through carols, songs & dance
and - of course

the appearance of Father Chrisfmas

Seasonal refreshments
Raffle

Admission £3.00







New Members

Mr. N. Castle 2, Woodpecker Court, Woodpecker Road, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. G. Chambers 2596, Warwick Lane, Santa Cruz, CA 95065, U.S.A.

Mr. & Mrs. R. Daughtree 37, Tennyson Drive, St. James Park, Malvern, Worcs., WR14
3TQ.

Mr. M. Mant Churchill House, Churchill, East Down, Barnstaple, N. Devon,

EX41 4LT.

Miss F. Thomas Flat 2, Yeomans, Trumpers Lane, Petworth, GU28 0AB.

Mr. W. Tyler 47, Hampers Green, Petworth, GU28 9NP.

Mr. P. Cronshaw 59, Mansfield Road, Skegby, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Notts., NG17
3ED.

Mr. R. Cronshaw Taqah, 15, Strother Close, Pocklington, York, YO4 2GR.

Mr. T.G. Harrod 86, Whichers Gate Road, Rowlands Castle, Hants., PO9 6BB.

Elizabeth Steer 113, Pallance Road, Northwood, Isle of Wight PO31 8LS.

Miss E. Butler Castle Cottage, Amberley, Arundel, BN18 9ND.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Cable Flat 2, Swan House, Saddlers Row, Petworth.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Whitmore Arnold Farm, Steers Common, Kirdford, RH14 0JP.

i & rar A
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Petworth House from Lawn Hill. 6" February 1963. Photograph by George Garland.
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