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VANDALISM AT PETWORTH FAIR

You will be aware that the priceless hundred year old “Galloping
Horses” roundabout owned by Robert Harris and his brothers was
attacked by vandals in Petworth Market Square on the evening
preceding the annual fair. Fire damage was severe. It is particularly
distressing given that the Harris family have been coming to Petworth
for over a hundred years. They were here for Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Petworth Fair itself is one of the oldest, if not
the oldest, street fairs in the south of England. Even in 1273, no man
could remember the beginning of it.

In response to feeling widely expressed in the town, the Petworth Society,
who organise the fair, are setting up a fund to help Harris Brothers, at
least partially, to defray the very considerable cost of repair and
restoration, so that, ideally at least, the family can operate again in the
spring. The Petworth Society have already made a substantial donation,
while Petworth Town Band will give a benefit concert in St. Mary’s

Church on February 4",

Donations please to :-
The Hon. Treasurer

Mr. A. Henderson,

62 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth,

West Sussex GU28 OBX

Cheques should be made out to the “Petworth Society Fair Appeal”
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enclose my donation to the Restoration Fund.

Peter Jerrome Chairman, The Petworth Society




Th
Petworth

Society

PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET
Wainter/Spring programme. Please keep for reference.

Walks and visits begin again in March
MONTHLY MEETINGS LECONFIELD HALL 7.30

TUESDAY December 13th

Paul Campion :

Mastermind — Secrets of the Black Chair

Known for his appearances on many different TV and Radio quizzes, Paul takes us behind the scenes at this most
challenging quiz and other popular shows.

Admission £3,

TUESDAY January 24th
"A hundred years after Trafalgar". Petworth in 1905.

Peter Jerrome. Slides.
Admission £2.

FRIDAY February 24th

David Battie FRSA

"My unusual career"

David has appeared on the Antiques Roadshow
since the first series in. 1979 and makes numerous
other radio and television programmes.

Admission £5.

N.B. This is a talk.
David will not be giving valuations.

FRIDAY 24th March

HONOUR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER

Jennifer Goldsmith presents the recollections of Lillian Hunt. Bedham and Petworth over two hundred years.
£3 Refreshments. Raffle.

MONDAY April 24th
CHRIS HARE:
SPOKEN MEMORIES OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. A PANORAMA
£3 Refreshments. Raffle.
MAIN MAGAZINE: CAPTION OPPOSITE PAGE 26 SHOULD READ

"NANCY ROWE WITH BERYL SPEED c1934."
SEE: SOME THOUGHTS FROM MISSISSAUGA

Petworth Town Band concert in aid of Petworth Society Fair Fund. Saturday, 28th January at 2.00 p.m.
St. Mary's Church.
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Seasonal Petworth Society Crossword

4 5 6 2 A lot get broken at 23 dn
| (11)
3 Christmas (4)
4 Some winter weather in
atrice (3)
S Parts of the stockings
where the oranges go! (4)
6 Girl's name (3)
7 C19th artist whose
paintings of Petworth
Church featured in the
September magazine (6)
9 A dance for Hogmanay!
4)
13 It will be ringing in the
run-up to Christmas! (4)
16 see 8 ac
17 Scrooge, for instance
(5)

22 Thrashed — like the 20 You might be stuck for

1 Season's Greetings! (5,9) parish boundary (6) one when buying a present
8 & 16 dn Sun-supplied 25 Don't miss the last one
energy for travelling round before Christmas! (4) 21 One of Mel Myland's
Chichester Harbour (5,5) 26 Dolly Ponsonby's entertaining characters (6)
10 Old scholars were composer father (5) 23 Time o make2 dn
reunited in this rural spot 27 Prepare the Xmas (3.4)
this summer (7) drink? (4) 24 Essential past of the
11 Girl found sleeping in 30 Prepares to leave Xmgs, decorations (4)
the cinders (4) harbour (7) 28 Might be on the cheese
12 The day for the lords to 33 A wish from the heart 203d! (4)
start a-leaping! (5) for peace here (5) 29 Precedes angels such as
14 Tree hidden in the 34 Special anniversary  oabriel (4)
tracery (4) commemorated last May 51— Humbug” as
18 Local village still (33,233) Scrooge used to say (3)
remembered for its May Down 32 “Heat was in the very
revels (6) I Christmas entertainers, . \rich the Saint had
19 Great height! (8) locally once called  Printed” (Good King
21 Moves like the Three  “tipteers” (7) Wenceslas) (3)
Kings' star (8)

Solution to 121

ACToss

7 Beau, 8 Eels, 9 Malry. 11 Scottish, 12 Etch, 13 Anne, 14 Minimum, 16 Toronto

]1:)8 Scenery, 21 Receive, 23 Iris, 26 Soda, 27 Ranville, 28 Suds, 29 Scry, 30 Fake,
own

I Percy, 2 Austen, 3 Regiment, 4 Alchemy, 5 Hazelman, 6 Lynchmere, 10 Swan,

15 Poorhouse, 17 Orchards, 19 Chimneys, 20 Terrace, 22 [ron, 24 lliffe, 25 Blake
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Petworth Ontario - a letter from Canada

517-2050 Amherst Heights Drive, Burlington ON L7P 4M6

Dear Peter
Thought you might be interested to know that, returning from Ottawa in June where we

attended our grandson’s University Graduation, my husband ‘Chum’ and I detoured from
our route in an attempt to find Petworth, Ontario.

New houses in Petworth Ontario.

Well. we found it, situated in the countryside and accessed from two major roads

which displayed regular road signs indicating Petworth.
Your article in the Society’s Magazine No 106 mentioned a number of ruins which

f the original structures are still

unfortunately we were unable to find. However two 0
he Napanee River but there

there. Before entering Petworth a narrow steel bridge crosses t

appeared no ruins of the original sawmill.
Our general impression was that Petworth, Ontario is now more of a spread-out

community area than a town or village, as we had envisaged.
We look forward to your magazine each quarter, and thoroughly enjoy the contents.
Best wishes
Sincerely
Pat Whitcomb

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.122 13







Source of the Name
The name “Hamburgh” is based on an erroneous belief because they did not come from
Hamburg, but it is believed they came from two other separate sources:

1. Pencilled Hamburghs from Holland under the colourful name of Pencilled Dutch
and Dutch Every-Day Layers.
2. Spangled Hamburghs which were developed in England.

These according to Tegetmeier, a leading Victorian author, were quite different from the
Pencilled variety in “size, plumage and in the formation of the skull.” The use of the
name Hamburgh is also criticized because the Spangled came first and was called
Moonies or Spangles.
Weights and Characteristics

Hamburghs weigh in the region of 2.25 kilos (5 Ibs) and fatten quite well so they can be
culled as table birds. They are graceful in carriage. always on the move, making a splen-
did picture when on a lawn or in an orchard. They are good foragers so in the growing
months - spring and summer - can find a great deal of food in the form of wild seeds.
insects and greenstuff,

Dr Joseph Batty

A Garland “Character”

I think that, of all George Garland’s “‘characters™ from between the wars the one to whom
he looked back with most affection in later years was “Old Shep”. It may be that the old
man’s readiness to be pictured wearing various, more or less authentic, Garland props
was a help, as too was the fact that the relationship went back to the very beginnings of
Garland’s press activity in the 1920s. Even talking to Garland in the late 1970s, just
before he died, and some half a century since Old Shep had left the district, Garland
could still recall the old man with feeling. He was the Garland “press” countryman par
excellence. How much Shep’s aura owed to Garland’s creative use of local colour and
how much was hard fact is impossible now to disentangle. “Hard fact” may be alien to
the very spirit of such characters, but Shep remains the quintessential Garland character.
I think the story of the smock may be Garland legend, I still have what appears to be the
smock, although I suppose that Shep could have gone off with an earlier version. 1 also
have the two “property” crooks. The following adds just a little to the information about
Shep contained in the several Window Press Garland books published in the 1980s.
Unfortunately the browning typescript from which the account is taken is severely
damaged and up to a paragraph is missing.
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“Old Shep”’ - 1920s. See "A Garland character”

. Photograph by George Garland.










once enclosed the churchyard. First officially recorded as the Blue Lion in 1637 in the
ownership of Nicholas Smart. As usual, few records have survived, however in 1691
Mrs Elizabeth Holway. the keeper of the Bleu Lyon, was presented to the manorial court
for not grinding her corn and grain at the lord’s mill. It would appear that the inn closed
around the end of the seventeenth century.

The Bell

The whereabouts of this inn will probably remain a mystery. The only confirmation of
its existence is in 1691 when, like her colleague at the Blue Lion, Widow West was
presented to the manor court for failing to grind her corn and grain at the lord’s mill.

The Black Lion

Between 1617 and 1621 Sir Giles Mompesson and his agents travelled the country
issuing inn licenses on behalf of parliament. To qualify for licensing an inn had to at
least provide accommodation, thus elevating the establishment above the status of a
common alehouse. Apart from the Black Lion only one other Petworth inn, the Star in
Golden Square, was licensed by Mompesson during this period. Such was the demand
for licenses throughout the country that in a very short time the system became notorious
for corruption and bribrery, and in 1621 Mompesson was impeached on charges
of dishonesty. From 1621 onwards all inns, regardless of their provision, had to be
licensed. Despite this association with an famous episode the location of the inn is
unknown.

The Coach
The Reverend Amold ° refers to an inventory made in the reign of Queen Anne (1702 -
1714), which mentions an inn named the Coach.

The Star .
On the site of the present HSBC bank in Golden Square. Nicholas Turgis was granted a

license for the Starr by the notorious Sir Giles Mompesson between 1619 and 1621 (see
the Black Lion). In 1706 the Duke of Somerset purchased a messuage called the Starr
Inn adjoining the The Beast Market (Golden Square). The later history of the inn is
unknown.

Miles Costello

" PHA H12/KK
* SAC. 98
' The History and Antiquities of Petworth. 1864
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“Sleeping in the Larder”

ted States members sends “Sleeping in the Larder”
ing up at Great Allfields, Ebernoe in the
aracters. Miss Annie (Holden)
| reproduce one of the poems

Judy Ray (nee Morrish) one of our Uni
- poems of Sussex childhood. They reflect grow .
war years. It’s a supremely vivid picture of Ebernoe, 1ts ch
Miss Heath, Miss Nurse, Ebernoe School and much else.
from the collection. Enquiries of

J Ray, 2033 E 10th Street, Tucson AZ, 87519, USA

Armistice

Armistice Day, November grey
sprinkled with scarlet poppy

faces of canyas or silk.

My sister and 1, bearing
cardboard trays like old-time

ice cream vendors at the movies,

knocked on village doors
and offered poppies
to remember the non-survivors.

Our grandmother always placed
two in scarlet silk on the silver
frame of Cousin Eric’s photo.

We thought armistice was the end,
not just a truce between wars.
Poppies still flare out our memories.
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Sub-post Office thoughts

Considering the list of sub-post office in the last Magazine from the standpoint of my
first experience of Petworth post-office in 1947, I have to echo the statement, "What, in
modern terms, is extraordinary is the continuity." Things, in fact, didn't change much
over thirty five years and two world wars. The personnel might be different but the
network of sub-post offices was the same. The only one missing from the list is Stopham
while there was a new sub-office on West Chiltington Common. In 1910 it had been
simply a private house with a facility to sell postage stamps. At this time in the 1940s the
Post Office was still a branch of the Civil Service with individual post-masters
responsible for telephone and telegraph. The Post Office would be nationalised in the
1950s and become a corporation.

I remember the West Chiltington Common office very well.. It was my first audit,
going out as assistant to Mr. Freddie Dean. Bus to Pulborough then the long walk to
West Chiltington. An elderly lady was in charge at West Chiltington and when we
arrived the first thing she said was. "Can you pull that drawer out for me?" It was clear
that she couldn't do it. We had some difficulty ourselves, and it transpired that she had a
great reserve of copper: pennies, halfpennies and farthings. The drawer was so heavy
that we could hardly lift it. [t fell to me to count all the copper and arrive at a balance.

There were three grades of sub-office and this one was in the smallest grade.
Grades were:

1) Crown office, such as Pulborough where the postmaster was a civil servant dealing
directly with Head Office.

2)  Cash account office - operating with a cash account and sending the weekly
reckoning to Petworth by post. These were then forwarded to regional H.Q. at Brighton.
Tillington and Lurgashall were typical cash account offices.
3)  Non-cash account office. These were very small outlets like Balls Cross, Byworth
or Nutbourne. These worked with a set sum of money and ordered money and stock as
their cash fund depleted. They would send in pension dockets, details of postal orders
and other vouchers paid as occasion required. The capital fund would then be
replenished with cash and stamps as appropriate.

By this time most sub-offices had some kind of shop. East Lavington was one that
didn’t. You'd go in the front door of a private house, the last in Beechwood Lane before
Seaford College. There was a table with drawers, separate from the domestic furniture.
Otherwise the office was simply a room in the house. At Balls Cross Miss Ansell who
had taken over from the long-serving Thomas Payne, the oldest postmaster in England,
had a small shop. At Byworth too there were a few items of grocery: the stock would be
enlarged when the office moved diagonally across the road. A few names from the 1910
list still survived even in the 1960s, although the family members may have been
different - Pescods at Graffham, Talbots at Lodsworth, Grinsteds at Bury. | remember
that Mr. Bathe at Tillington was an ex-soldier, When he retired he went to the Royal
Hospital at Chelsea.

od in the Midhurst Times in January 1958. The group
are not identified in the cutting we have. Reproduction from newspaper may be poor.

This picture of a group of mummers appear
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The Boxgrove Tipteers at Goodwood Folk Festivall933/4. Photograph by George Garland.
See “George Garland and the Boxgrove Tipteers ",

The Boxgrove ensemble. Presumably Mr Sharp is second from right. 1933/4. Photograph by George Garland,
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Storrington office at that time was very tiny but extremely busy - on a par with
Petworth itself I always thought. It was at the back of the Co-op. In the early 1950s we
had occasion to take over the office. Jack Bartlett, myself and one other, found
conditions terribly cramped. In such a confined space the five postmen had only a single
table on which to sort letters. At that time Storrington letters were hand stamped with the
local mark before being taken to Pulborough. Franking was done on an old tree stump
set in the floor with a piece of rubber on the top. And, as | have said, it was a very busy
office. You had two foot six inches to work in behind the counter and about the same
space for the public. Access was through the Co-op itself - easy enough except when the
shop was closed. Then you entered through a narrow side door and someone had to come
out to allow the next person to come in.

There were three grades of postman:

1)  Full time

2)  Part-time - doing more than twelve hours a week

3)  "Allowance deliverers" - these, often women, did less than twelve hours a week,
usually in very rural areas.

Petworth town had no part-timers. As time went on the Petworth sub-area shrank,
mail for Pulborough coming direct from Redhill and the eastern portion coming under
Worthing. Eventually Petworth would become a sub-office under Haslemere. Everyone
delivering from Petworth including such stalwarts as Nellie Peacock who did Tillington,
Upperton and Whites Green by cycle would come in to East Street to collect their mail,
those with the biggest rounds first. By this time however we had two motor vans - a cru-
cial difference from 1910. The Establishment Book seems to reflect the closing days of
the old Market Square post office, the East Street office being built in 1911, Certainly
there is no indication that there was ever stabling at East Street - the two garages there
being purpose built.

Times were changing. I remember the old office at Duncton closing in the early
1950s. For a year or so we had a garden shed to which we'd come out on Friday
afternoons to pay pensions and allowances. That was before Mrs. Thomas opened a new
office in the village.

In the early days most sub-postmasters operated their own telephone switchboard
and were on "24 hour call". In theory they were on duty day and night, but as so few
people had telephones it perhaps wasn't as onerous as it sounds.

Many offices too had their own stamps for franking. If you had, say, twenty items
to send - brochures or fliers for instance, you could be given a discount for quantity. Say
the postage was two pence you could put on a three half-penny stamp. The local office
would then frank the envelope with their particular number to show that the correct
postage had been paid. If not, postage due stamps would be affixed. The Petworth

number, | remember, was 614.
Don Simpson was talking to the Editor.
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Edwardian postcard. Courtesy of Mr and Mys Knox, Hangleton

Oh yes he was certainly an uncle!

Jill Roy writes from Reading to identify the ladies
(page 23). They are the six daughters of Edmund Co

pictured on the jigsaw in PSM 121
llins of Barnsgate Farm at Byworth.
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Born in 1813, Edmund died in 1898. He also had three sons, one of whom was the
"uncle Bill" of Maureen Bailey's article. Bill lived in North Street, grew prize-winning
vegetables, and died in 1964. Another brother, Tom, was the father of Stanley Collins,
owner of the Petworth cinema. Maurice, the eldest seems to have lived away. As for the
sisters, seated in age order starting lower left and ending upper right they are:

Jane (Jenny or Auntie Jimmy) [Ayling]
Constance (Con) [Streeter]

Mary [Hoy]

Florence (Auntie Flo) [Knight]

Mabel (Auntie Mo)

Emily Agnes (Daisy, or, more usually, Auntie Ted)

Jane lived at one time at Watersfield, Constance married Ernest Streeter of the
Clock House in Church Street, Mary and her husband lived, first at Woldingham before
moving to Shoreham and then Haywards Heath. Florence carried on the East Street/New
Street grocery business after her husband's premature death. Ernest Streeter had
persuaded her to remain in business and given her a lot of help. Mabel and Emily Agnes
did not marry, Mabel living with the Hoys, Emily Agnes with Florence Knight.

[Mrs Roy also sends this newspaper account of the funeral of Edmund Collins in 1898. 1
have omitted the names of mourners. I wonder when was the last time town blinds were
drawn for a funeral. Ed.]

AN OLD SUSSEX FARMER
FUNERAL OF MR COLLINS AT BYWORTH

The funeral of Mr. Edmund Collins, of Barngate Farm, Byworth, Petworth, who died on
Friday evening last, took place yesterday afternoon at Petworth. Deceased who had
reached the advanced age of 85 years, was the second oldest inhabitant of Byworth, and
one of the oldest of Lord Leconfield's tenants. He was practically the father of the local
Lodge of Oddfellows, "The Loyal Angel Lodge," Petworth, of which he was the first
enrolled member. Deceased was one of the oldest Sussex farmers, and came of an old
family of tillers of the soil. The house has now been in the family upwards of 75 years.
It was first taken by Mr. John Collins, father of the deceased, who died in June 1851, the
deceased having therefore been the tenant for the last 47 years. Eight years ago, deceased
was confined to his room, suffering with his legs and from then to the time of his death
he had never left it. His wife died only about four months since in Guy's Hospital,
London were she was undergoing an operation. Deceased, who was well known about
the neighbourhood and greatly respected by all, leaves three sons and six daughters. The
body was enclosed in a coffin of polished wych elm, with brass furniture, and bore on the
breastplate the inscription:- Edmund Collins, died October 14th 1898, aged 85 years. The
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roof of the hearse was covered with beautiful white wreaths.. At the Angel Hotel,
Petworth, the party was joined by several representatives of the local Lodge of
Oddfellows, and other friends. On the way the deepest respect was shown, all the blinds
being drawn. At St. Mary's Church gates, the Oddfellows lined both sides of the
pathway, the sorrowing relatives with the coffin passing through to the church. Here
there was a large attendance, and the service was impressively conducted by the Rev. Mr.
Bromley, Curate. The service being over the coffin was carried to "The Bartons." where
the last sad rites were performed and the body was committed to the family vault.

An Invoice from J.G. Knight 1925

Thinking of Florence Knight and her grocery and hardware shop on the corner of East
Street and New Street (now a travel agent), this invoice has recently come to light,
courtesy of Mr Tony Pratt. It reads:

oo

fsNectar

2 matches

2 Gran

1 0z Royal ?al*
1 b Butter

| _S.R. Flour
4 New Laid
_ Lard
Rasher *
Tin Nestles
Tin Libbys

I Lemon

2 b Potatoes
R/ Cheese
'/> Currants
Spice

—=oo b

©

(=] — E
= o oy

=

!

9
Cr. Nestles 10 Libbys 8 1.6
7

=

'/s Sweets

QMQOUJ‘—-&-@-L'—‘W'—-OU!WU\
-

-

8.

The invoice is for 21st February 1925. Readings with an asterisk are unclear to me. [ do
not know what R before cheese means, nor the meaning of the annotation below spice. 1
assume that Nectar refers to Tea. P
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G rocer_and-Provision Hlerchant, Earthenware

(F. KniguT),

C hb?_'\(jf@s- and Hardware.

Invoice from J. G. Knight.
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Postmen in Petworth District 1910/] 1

Further to my note on sub-post-offices in Petworth District in 1910 (PSM 121) I now
reproduce from the Establishment Book a list of "Postmen" and "Assistant Postmen'"'.
The former are full-time, the latter part-time. The note on the resignation of Ernest Bloss
reflects. at earliest, the situation in April 1911. Effectively the only commentary we have
is provided by Ethel Goatcher in PSM 52 and I reprint the relevant portions of her
description of life at Duncton Post Office as an appendix.* While Ethel seems to be
recollecting the period just before the outbreak of war in 1914, the official list makes no
mention of Arthur Connor. On the other hand, her account of the rounds of her father
Thomas Goatcher and of Percy Connor tallies exactly with the Establishment Book. The
two Petworth full-time men. Michael Green and Cecil Muskett, mentioned by Ethel,
appear on the list although Muskett's round is given as Petworth to Northchapel rather
_than Duncton.

POSTMEN
Pulborough to Bury Cycle John Stemp (ex Soldier)

Petworth to Horse Bare Cycle Michael Green (ex Soldier)
Petworth to Lurgashall

—

) Lionel Everard George ("Buffs" East
Cycle ) Kent)

) D'inglo Brumhill (ex Soldier)
ulborough to Ashington Mounted William Frederick Strudwick
Pulborough to Ashington Mounted Ernest George Cook (ex Soldier)
Tillington to Upperton William Payne
Pulborough to Ashington Cycle Mark Lelliott
Fittleworth to The Bungalow (Pulborough) Cycle Daniel Budd
Petworth to High Noons Cycle Walter Newman
Thakeham to Merry Hill Cycle James Streeter
Storrington to Roundabourts Peter Burgess (ex Soldier)
Petworth to Byworth Cycle Walter Howick
Storrington to Barns Farm Fredk. Wm. Newman
Pulborough to Codmore Hill )

Todhurst ) Ernest Stanley**
Pulborough to Stopham -—-- George Sheppard
Petworth to Northchapel Cycle Cecil John Joseph Muskett
Pulborough to Sutton Cycle George Edward Taylor
Petworth to Lodsworth Cycle Edward Newing Creed

I)

TOWN POSTMEN

Percy Holden Petworth
Archibald Callingham Petworth
Charles Hedges Pulborough

ASSISTANT POSTMEN

Hours
Weekday Sunday

Ex soldier John Porter Pulborough to Pickhurst 314 4_'{4
Charles Edward Duke Coldwaltham 30/ 3;.;«
George Standen Fittleworth to Bedham 28 2‘...‘
Ernest George Floate Washington 18 2%
Thomas Herbert Goatcher  Duncton to Crouch 19 1
George Thomas Greenfield Cootham to Hurston 2$'h 3
Albert Barnett Bury to Amberley 28/

Ex soldier Frank Johnson Chiltington to Broadford Bridge I?
Henry George Sebbage Fittleworth to Coates 23. .
Philip Arthur Dubbins Wshington to Highden ]833
Percy Connor Duncton to Upper W altham ]?I
Richard Wyndham Sherlock Lodsworth to Lickfold Bridge 27/
Alfred Edward Bridger Graffham to Top (sic) Leas 28'/2
Charles William Herbert Petworth to the Fox 28 E-I‘.n
Arthur George Bryder Lodsworth to Petworth 24 . 2'f
Ernest Herbert Bloss Tillington to Little Common Resl1gned 8/4/1911
Cecil William Ede (Petworth) to Rafflin (sic) Wood 22'/: =
Maurice Gocher Nutbourne to Hall Farm 30 1'4
Charles Lelliott Ashington to Brown Hill 23/ 24
Cecil Strudwick Cootham to Rackham 31 4|
Hubert Victor Dudeney Tillington 18 1'/s

* Page 52 ** Reading uncertain
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“Lord and Lady Egremont liked a nice table

sean

Father had been bedridden as long as I could remember. and I don’{lever r‘ecall h!m
having a job. He had been caught by the fever - rheumatic 'fclvcr that IS - before | “ﬁ
born and though he had once worked for Mr BOXf’:l“. the Tl]ltngton builder, he woilt
never fully recover from his illness and was certainly never fit enough to work. er
Boxall owned the row of cottages that we lived in and we were able to stay thcre.‘ I don’t
know whether this was an act of generosity on Mr Boxall’s part or simply financial good
sense as no doubt my parents or the parish would have to pay the rentl_

I was born at Hill Top at Tillington on 6th August 1914. I don’t agttually remlember
the occasion as I was only little but I do know that I was the youngest of twelve chl!drer;
a large family even in those days of large families. Mother was born Laura Stir;n!tni ane
her family came from River which is not so far up the road which meant she didn’t hav
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The family had a nanny for many years. In fact Nanny Parkes had made it a life
long job to look after the children. She was a lovely lady and very popular with her
charges. Daphne Turner was the Dowager’s ladies maid and | know that she became
very fond of her. | believe that she is still alive living in Honiton and Lady Egremont vis-
its her every year. She would probably be 93 by now, just a bit older than me.

Lord and Lady Egremont liked a nice table and she would come in and look it over
before | announced dinner. | could do it then, all of the napkins were starched and folded
in the shape of a cockscomb or sometimes a mitre, though | did prefer the former. We
often had agency chefs just bought in for functions, otherwise Mrs Rayner would come
up and cook for the family when they weren't entertaining.

When Lord Egremont died the Dowager remained at Petworth for several years and
I carried on working for her son, Max, the new Lord Egremont. Max had married
Caroline who had been brought up in Oban and had connections with Watneys, the brew-
ery people. through an aunt [ believe. When I reached 65 Lord Egremont asked me if |
would stay on as they didn’t want a strange face in the house until the children left for
school. So | remained another five years and [ can tell you every day was a pleasure and.
given the chance, I would do it all over again. You couldn’t work for better people. John
Wyndham always called me *my dear boy’. and they took to me and | took to them.
There was nothing I wouldn't do for them. In fact I put in more time for them than I did
in my own home. Fortunately my wife never felt inclined to get mvolved in the house.
she was a tolerant woman. We had our holidays when it suited the family, generally in
September.

Maurice Howard was talking to Miles Costello

Answers to Quiz

Andrew Henderson . . Billiards

122 . Rudyard Kipling
14th . Panama

1985 4. Matchbox Labels
1937 Coronation . Poland

1947 . Thomas Hardy

2 . Rosemary Clooney
Basil . 1914

A beggar . The Dormouse
Beijing . Roses of Picardy

h B W b —

PR a0y
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George Garland and the Boxgrove Tipteers

Always on the lookout for a good story, in the mid-1930s George Garland made the
acquaintance of R.J. Sharp who had revived the ancient Mummers' Christmas Play at
Halnaker. Sharp was originally from East Preston where Mr Foard, a forty year old farm
hand had revived the tradition in 1911. Gaps in the oral tradition were filled by using a
copy of the Iping version and the reconstructed piece would be played at great houses
locally. Christmas Eve however was always kept for their own village. Writing in the
Sussex County Magazine in 1936, Sharp observed, "The number of visits and the
hospitality provided, made it a matter of some self-denial on their part to keep sober long
enough to play at the last house."

Master Sharp survived the 1914-1918 war but the East Preston gang did not continue.
Sharp himself having left the district sought to revive the Tipteers at Halnaker in 1927,
adding more passages from the Iping tradition including, "Hip, Mr. Carpenter" apparently
a fragment of a French shadow pantomime or "galanty-show" popularly called "Ombres
Chinoises" and in vogue in London about 1775-1780. Even in the 1930s there were
surviving traditions of Tipteers at Bosham, East Dean, Pilleygreen on the Goodwood
Estate, Midhurst, Petworth and elsewhere. "Many old people have remarked that the
Boxgrove Tipteers be but the same as they was."

Tipteers at Fittleworth in May 1937. Photograph by George Garland.
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[t is important to realise that both the East Preston gang and the later Halnaker men were
conscious revivals of a tradition that was all but dead. Master Foard at East Preston had
been one of a group of boys which a man named Barnard, originally from Washington,
used to take out at Christmas. Barnard, "took the part of Father Christmas and also the
money collected. but rewarded the boys with some sweets." In 1938, according to SCM
(12 page 75). the Boxgrove men appeared as an item in a television programme for
Alexandra Palace when two of their number. dressed in traditional costume, explained the

history of their present play.

There are some further notes by R.J. Sharp in SCM for January 1931. See also Arthur

Beckett: The Wonderful Weald (1911) Chapter XXXV.

Part of an original letter to George Garland from R.J. Sharp (slightly corrected). I
have retained the original use of capital letters.

WESTFIELD
WESTGATE
CHICHESTER
27th Feb 1936

Dear Mr. Garland,

Boxegrove Tipteers

Herewith quite a lot about the T's from which you will be able to extract material.
BUT. The Boxgrove Singers are not quite the same as the T's. The Boxgrove T's started
in 1928. In 1934 they were asked to take part in the rally of the Sussex Branch of the
English Folk Dance ar Goodwood Society- they contributed two items of the Masque of

the Seasons (1) Winter - The T's and Crowd (2) a reproduction of the old Sheepshearing
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Feast, whereat were sung the Old Sheepshearing Song and "Rosebuds in June" and other
Sussex Folk songs - in both of these the Tipteer gang was supplemented by inhabitants of
Boxgrove and Halnaker and others including old Shepherd Ridout and old Houghton -
other men, women and children and two sheepdogs Nell (Ridout's little Sussex bitch
"Nell" and Mrs. Sharp's Old English "Philli") - The outcome was that instead of the
"Tipteer gang" meeting only just before and at Xmastime, it was decided that during
"G.M.T." they should meet weekly to learn and sing Sx Folk Songs, thus turning them-
selves into a living Museum thereof. During B.S5.T. (Br Summertime) the meetings cease.
There is no limit to the number as regards the Folk Song Singers but there is as regards
the Tipteers as there are only 12 parts and excess singers would be absorbed into the
Tipteer gang as vacancies occur.

The method adopted is - each man has a book wherein he writes the words of the
song from dictation - the tune is played over on the Fiddle a time or two and gradually
the singers become word and note perfect - at present they thus know some 13 songs -
mainly Sx Folk Songs and mostly from the earliest collection of Folk Songs ever pub-
lished, being those collected by the Revd Broadwood from 1843 onwards. Others are the
very noted "Summer is icumen in" the most discussed piece of musick in existence by
means of the fact that it is a canon for 4 with a pes or burden for 2 and the earliest speci-
men of harmonized musick in existence and written by an English Monk in 1240. By rea-
son of its lilt and merrie rural words it is a great favourite with us. At present we are
striving with "Loath to depart" a canon for 4 by Ravenscrofi 1609 and as such title was
the common name for many songs of leave taking then in vogue I hope to substitute an
old English custom for the modern one borrowed from the Scotch of "Auld Lang Syne".

Owing to our essay at Goodwood we were asked to sing at the Home Counties
Section of the All England Festival and the English Folk Dance and Song Soc, at the
Dome Brighton in Oct last - in a report of which it is stated "the most individual "turn’
was the unison singing of the Boxgrove Tipteers - the Fiddlers gave the note and played
the time quietly with the men as they sang. It was the best unison singing of a folk song 1
have heard, and they were asked to repeat their performance at the Albert Hall" which

we did on 4th Jany, last: receiving many congratulations especially on our exceptionally

clean diction. At both of these we appeared in smocks, some, family heirlooms kindly

trusted to us by the owners.
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the singers become word and note perfect. At present they have learnt in this way fifteen from a rare book dealer in 2004, and is now in the Petworth House archives.

songs. mainly Sussex folk songs, and mostly from the earliest collection of folk songs
collected and published by the late Rev. Mr. Broadwood, from 1843 onwards.”
“What was that song you were singing when | came in?” | asked. “Oh” replied
Fiddler Sharp “that is the very noted ‘Summer is icumen in’ the most discussed piece of
music in existence because it is a canon for 4 with a pes (or burden) for 2. It is probably
the earliest harmonised music extant, and was written by an English monk in 1240.”
To a man these preservers of tradition then gave me the secret of their success and :
fame. “Our main object is to carry on the old traditions and not to allow the old songs to ; cgaofwax:z ?47
die out. Although we strive hard to sing well, we realise that we do it for our own plea- ' v Hio othp o, .7"’/.. 97
surable recreation, and thus manage to attain a jolly efficiency which brings complete fab.l L "””‘Sa’f’f’ -
contentment. When we meet it is under a standard of strict equality, and when we meet : f;ﬂﬁﬁ‘ { wa 0%
here at practice it is a very strict rule that there shall be no ‘standing treat.” Each man _ /é, =
pays for what he wants. We can sustain a full evening's programme, including individual ' % W ‘1”“ "/")’ ‘""’ff'
turns, and on more than one occasion have given enjoyment at Women'’s Institute parties @) s /mr ;
in remote country places.” . ?v
This article by George Garland appeared in the Gazette in 1936. 3 % « [ ¥ g ,‘g J}(/'” 25 .L,)_, ;(ﬁz ?
ad /{‘(ﬂt“wt‘ﬂo
A 17th century Petworth inhabitant P S i
sl rsmur ;\;;- 115 gl
= rattts ) !ﬂ?;wm Z N

Edward Peachey was born in Sidlesham in 1593, the son of Edmund Peachey of Eartham.

- -t - s . i L0 3
By 1621 he was in Petworth where he ran a haberdasher’s business. He married twice '(*SW!’J 101 ,gtj,/ m”%} Ty — - &

and had six children. By the time of his death in 1657 he was living in a sizeable house in mm“—“ fﬁ’ nbfzf i 3«_ =
il ‘.. = =% Or ¥ ic s ;‘ =3 ar s ‘ - .:.- -.\ FEs as =3 /| A 4 . 1
North ‘_w.ll:eu_ Petworth, which had a large h?ill‘ a par lour &‘md four chambers, as well as U]L SIS i B L//;)r}p‘ o
usual offices. The house was on the west side of North Street, so was one of those which = . s /
was subsumed into the Park in the early 18th century. s P “»;", ‘C’ “th g)l;:m't

In addition to his business he owned property in Petworth and Kirdford, though his PALZL :‘ﬂiw-"n &7 -..é 0~
own house was held on lease. The Peacheys seem to have been successful business men. :fn[/,,u ‘O’ﬁa ra D
His eldest son, Edward, became a citizen and grocer of London. Less successful was Cittfic ‘o rc‘% f‘d
Edward Peachey the elder’s son-in-law, William Smyth, also a citizen and grocer in l;“‘g

s 5 e i - ;f(.'r\ l F{LT!‘;I‘K(T}“’L‘;

London. In 1653 Edward Peachey and his son had to join in making legal arrangements e e (JJ
3 . < . v ; : < 14
for the support of Joan Smyth and her children. The schedule of William Smyth’s debts / & l"”’”(‘_
shows the wide extent of London trade at that time, his debtors coming from places as far ! : L IHS fﬁm&‘f [, L
afield as Brism.]. Chester, \/\-’ol\-'crh_ampl-.m anld Bury St Edmunds. . : o wo@“ S

Edward Peachey’s probate inventory is 3020 mm long and lists all his household :
goods, including such luxury items as silver bowls and spoons. He was owed £360 in < i ,J 7?//‘ = '\ 11" /o; .5 [;,L e
debts which could probably be recovered. He also had a large stock in trade, including m‘p(%‘ /(5 1,,/]5,0,“5
27 table cloths, 29 towels. 22 pairs of sheets and |18 napkins. -

He made his will in January 1657 making provision for his second wife, Ann, but &
she died in the following March. He died in September 1657. He was sufficiently “f\\’ e )"»‘wi‘ S
wealthy for his will to be proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. The probate
inventory compiled in connection with the probate of that will was bought by Lord Egremont

"“l“‘& Faorf oxbmdﬂm&:

Beginning of inventory of Edward Peachey.
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A true and perfect inventory of all and singular the goods, chattels and debts of
Edward Peachey late of Petworth in the county of Sussex, deceased, taken and
apprized the
seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord God one thousand six hun-
dred fifty and seven by Henry Kelly and Nicholas Smart as followeth:

In the Hall
One large table with frame, eight joined stools, one little square table, one joined chair

and a side cupboard. £1 15s 0d

Seven Turkey leather chairs, two little joined stools and two leather ones. one rush chair
and three little boxes. £2 0s 0d

One long table carpet. six cushions. three window curtains and three window curtain
rods. one little brass cupboard and a stone mortar. £1 4s 0d

One pair of iron and irons. fire shovel. and two pairs of tongs, one fender, one ittle iron
back. two smoothing irons and a jack with iron weights and an iron chain. £1 10s 0d

One large pair of brass and irons. £2 0s 0d
In the Parlour
One standing bedsteadle with curtains and valances, one feather bed. one feather bolster,

two pillows. a rug and a blanket. £4 10s 0d

One trundle bedsteadle. one flock bed, two bolsters, two feather pillows, a coverlet and
blanket. 155

One drawing table with frame. one side cupboard and a press, seven joined stools, two

ordinary chests and two boxes. an old trunk, a pair of tables with men. two curtains and a

curtain rod. [no value given|
Pictures, a cushion and a little carpet. 3s

In the Kitchen

Five iron pots and iron kettle, five sitts, two iron dripping pans, three gridirons, one fend-
er, three pair of pothooks, three pair of pothangers, a toasting iron, a chopping knitt and a
cleaver. £2 6s 8d

Five brass kettles, two brass pots. Two brass pans. seven brass skillets, eight brass can-

dlesticks, two brass chafing dishes, one brass morter and iron pestle, two warming pans,
two brass skinners. £4

48 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.122

Five brass kettles, two brass pots. Two brass pans, seven brass skillets, eight brass can-
dlesticks, two brass chafing dishes, one brass morter and iron pestle. two warming pans,
two brass skinners. £4

Three pewter flagons, two quart pots and a pint pot, a cup, two porringers, two salters, six
saucers, three little plates, eight butier dishes and eighteen gig platters, three basins, a
colander, five chambers and a dozen of spoons. £2 10s 0d

One still.  5s

One cupboard, one table, an iron tressle [trevett??], a dresser, two stooles, a grate, three
searches and a sieve. 10s

In the Buttery
Four wooden bowls, three wooden platters, nine treas, a meal tub, four sacks and three
pasty peels. £1

In the Cellar
I'wo barrels, eight kilderkins, two firkins, seven kivers, a powdering tub, one tunn, four
stands and a bowl. £2

In the Kitchen Chamber

One pewter flagon, one pewter basin, two ewers, a pint pot and half pint pot, two pairs of
candlesticks, one chamber pot, three salts, one pasty plate and three pie plates, twelve lit-
tle plates, sixteen saucers, nine fruit dishes, three dozen and nine great platters, one dozen
of spoons all pewter, and a chest. £10

In the little Shop Chamber
One standing bedsteadle, one feather bed and bolster. two pillows, one blanket, a cover-
let, rug, green curtains and valance, one trundle bedsteadle, a flock bed and bolster.  £8

[the rest scratched out]

One side cupboard, four green cloth chairs, two cloth stools, a joined chest and a glass
cupboard, and a joined stool. £2 6s 8d

Fire shovel and tongs and irons, all of brass, a fire shovel and tongs with brass tops, a pair
of bellows. £1 10s

Two window curtains and curtain rods, and a looking glass. 4s

In the Outer Shop Chamber
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One standing bedsteadle, one feather bed and bolster and one flock bolster, curtains, rug
and three blankets and two feather pillows. £3 10s

Four chests and a press, two coverlets, four pair of blankets and a brass hanging
candlestick. £5 10s

In the Hall Chamber
Two silver bowls and three silver spoons. £5

Two gold rings. £4
His wearing apparel and money in his purse. £15

One side cupboard, two chests, a press, three trunks, two boxes, three little stools, two
close stools and two pans. £2 10s

Eight cushions. £3

Two standing bedsteadles with curtains and valance, one feather bed and two feather
bolsters, two flock bolsters. two pair of feather pillows. one green rug, five blankets, one
coverlet, one trundle bedsteadle, a flock bed and bolster. one blanket and coverlet. £9

One broadcloth carpet and one broadcloth cupboard cloth. £1 10s

Two other cupboard cloths, a suite of curtains, two pair of valances, a tester, cloth for
window curtains for cloth covering for stools. £6

A looking glass. 5s

Eight pair of fine holland sheets, eight pairs of fine pillowcoats, one childbed sheet and
four fine half sheets. £10

Four pairs of flaxen sheets, two pairs of flaxen pillowcoats. £2 10s

Four pairs of ordinary flaxen sheets, four pairs of coarser sheets and five pairs of old
course sheets and six pairs of ordinary pillowcoats. £5

A large diaper table cloth, two shorter ones, one diaper cupboard cloth and a diaper towel
and two dozen of diaper napkins. £8

Two coarser diaper table cloths, one cupboard cloth and a long towel and a dozen and a
half of towels all suiteable. £4
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One table cloth of diaper one one [sic] side cupboard cloth, one other sideboard cloth, one
towel and a dozen of napkins, all suiteable. £2 10s

More in money. £25
Two other diaper table cloths and a dozen of napkins. £1 5s
Two other coarse diaper table cloth and dozen of napkins, suiteable. £1 5s

Four long flaxen tablecoths, two side table cloths, two shorter table cloths, four laid work
towels, five dozen of laid work napkins. £6 10s

One other long flaxen table cloth, a side board and fourteen napkins. £1.10s
Two other pairs of ordinary flaxen sheets. £1
Six calico cupboard cloths. 15s

Seven ordinary table cloths, eight long towels and three dozen and eight napkins of the
same. £3

In the Barn and Backside
Wood, faggots and coals. £10

A brewing vat, four buckets, a coop and lumbery stuff. £1 10s

In hopeful debts owing upon specialitie. £360
Sum total: £549 9s 4d
This inventory was exhibited the tenth day of October 1657 by Mr Edward Peachey the

executor etc. for a true and perfect inventory
Alison McCann
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Appendix. Ethel Goatcher in PSM

“In these early days the mail would come out from Petworth in a horse and cart driven
by Tom Harding. As I recall Mr Purser was the last postman (o do this. The mails were
sorted at Duncton with my father delivering Burton, Barlavington and Duncton village as
far as the market gardens along Lavington Lane. Arthur Connor delivered Duncton
Common. Herringbroom and the farms, while his brother Percy delivered over Duncton
Hill and as far as the Benges. Their uniform was navy blue tunic with stand-up collar,
piped with red, with G.P.O. embroidered on each corner of the collar, red stripes down
the trousers and Shako tvpe hats.

There was a rest hut built in the meadow to the rear of the Post Office, a wood-
lined, corrugated structure with a window, a reclining bed-chair, a stove and a locker.
Jimmy: Green would go round on his bicvele and get back ar about noon. He was then off
dutv until his mate My Muskett arrived from Petworth with the afternoon mail at about
two o'clock, My father was what was known as an "auxiliary” postman, another word for
a part-timer., and didn't make an afiernoon delivery. Jimmy Green and My Muskeit as
full-timers were known as "established men”. Jimmy Green did the afternoon delivery
with the exception of Duncton Hill who had no second post. When Jimmy returned he'd
20 hack down to the hut. He and Mr Muskett would need to be back in Petworth to
empty the boxes at 6.30. We had a post-box in the window of our office and at 6 o'clock
we'd empty it - it opened only from inside the shop. We would then handstamp the letters
for Jimmy Green to take back to Petworth with him. He was transferred to Byfleet
towards the end of the war - about 1917.

Rounds and uniforms were reorganised just before the Great War. Tunics now had
turned down collars and the hats had peaks back and front. The horse and cart was
replaced by the bicvele. Arthur and Percy Connor joined up when the war began in 1914
but my father was classed as C3 because of his deafness. He was given a bicycle and
allotted all three rounds, leaving out only Duncton Common. He'd walk out o
Ridlington, Westerlands and Lower barn when he came back. During the war Michael
(Jimmy) Green brought out the mail from Petworth every day, going on t¢ Lavington

Park and Graffham but delivering Duncton Common on his way out to us,

See Postmen in Petworth District. 1910/11 (page 32)
P4,

New members will appear in the March Magazine.

52  PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.122






