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Christmas Crossword

Across

1 Animal associated with
the Nativity (3)

3 Popular Christmas ballet
(10)

8 “Alpha and Omega He,
Let the -—- thunder” (5)
10 Drink and bless the
apple trees at Christmas
(7)

11 Quantity you’d receive
in a small dram (4)

12 Christmas dinner could
be described as this ... (5)
14 ... and how one feels
after it (4)

18 Hear it read at 21 ac. &
24 dn. (6)

19 & 22 Send baker a list
to get the essentials of 12

ac. (8,6)

21 & 24 dn. First service
of Christmas Day (8.,4)
22 see 19 ac.

25 Pronounces (4)

26 Stately C16th dance
(5)

27 Dutch alternative to
the Christmas stocking
4)

30 Popular Christmas
game — pure pretence! (7)
33 How to cook the
pudding (5)

34 Raymond Briggs’
popular Christmas story
(3,7)

35 It’s not up for long
on 2 dn. (3)
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Down

1 “And there were
shepherds -——- in the
fields” (Luke) (7)

2 December 22™ (8,3)

3 Close by in 21 ac. (4)
4 “When icicles hang by
the wall, And Dick the

shepherd blows his nail, ...

And Marian’s nose looks
red and —” (3)

5 Snug (4)

6 Seventh letter of Greek
alphabet (3)

7 Part song (4)

9 Christmas in e.g.
Ranville (4)

13 “Useful” present (4)
15 Writer of “A Child’s
Christmas in Wales” (5.6)
16 He makes a surprise
appearance in Aladdin (5)
17 Another panto
character — good or

bad (5)

20 Said to stop the
reindeer (4)

23 Boxing Day Saint (7)
24 see 21 ac.

28 Twelve of them at
Christmas (4)

29 Like Scrooge(4)

31 Bowl for 10 ac.
traditionally made from
this wood (3)

32 Individual character
found in nutmeg or

spice (3)

View of the derelict interior of Bedham School September 2006.
Photograph by Miles Costello.




Deborah Evershed

200 pages AS
ISBN 0-9553608-0-3
£9.99

Published by South
Grove Books
3 South Grove
Petworth
West Sussex
GU28 0ED
Tel. 01798 343496

Printed by RPM Print &
Design, Chichester

Driving through Adversane today you might think little
of it — a staggered crossroads, pub and scattering of
houses, but this hamlet has a history that enfolds the

author's family history. Deborah Evershed was born here
and her mother lived here for nearly fifty years. But the
family roots in this place are older and still deeper than

this. Using her own memaories, the stories handed down in
her family and careful research, Deborah has sought to
capture a bundred years in and around Adversane. Start
reading though and vou will see she has done more than
capture the stories — she has brought them vividly alive.

www.southgrovebooks.co.uk

Deborah Evershed is the pen-name for our committee member, Debbie Stevenson.
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Solution to September’s puzzle

Across

1 Planetarium, 6 Weald, 8 Birdmen, 11 Lido, 13 Hood, 14 Fiesta, 15 Onus, 17 Show,
18 Palace, 19 tuba, 21 Bewl, 24 Indoors, 25 Roman, 26 Parham House.

Down

2 Ned, 3 Rare, 4 Swallowtail, 5 And Downland, 7 Aid, 9 Moo, 10 Chilli, 12 Psyche, 13 Has,
16 Spa, 20 Bed, 22 Elm, 23 Pooh, 25 Roo.

Mr Tony Penfold : a letter

Dear Peter
Enclosed is the Garland photograph I spoke about, featuring the Petworth Black and
White Minstrels clearly taken in the Iron Room.

Petworth Minstrels about 1930. The original is fairly dark.

Mrs Dorothy Wright says they faded out in the early 30’s and I always understood
uncles Jack and Frank Penfold were members.
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Anyone would be hard-pressed to recognize a face in the group picture and it’s a great
pity it’s of such poor quality.

Even so George Baxter is clearly visible fifth from the right in the front row. I would
bet that his brother sits next to him with the cornet and the boy second right is also a Baxter.
Far right front row is Bert Dean who kept the Red Lion.

Mrs Wright says that Dr Kerr was a supporter and thinks the figure standing at the back
second left has his “stance”.

The conductor holding the baton in the centre is probably “Old Steve’ who was killed in
the School, but when I started there in 1938 he had a much more ferocious waxed moustache.
I'recall the shock we received one morming when he appeared at assembly clean-shaven. The
we found out that he had married his house-keeper (? Mrs Barber ?) and this was the reason.

Years after the bombing I used to see Mrs Stevenson in Chichester and have a chat until
she died I would guess in the 70’s.

That aside I wonder if there is anyone still around who can identify any of the other
musicians, especially the ladies? What, if any, is the significance of the black cat mascot?

Also enclosed is a Charles White photograph of what I believe must have been a
Petworth F.C. 2nd eleven from the 1950’s. I’'m having difficulty in persuading people that
the goal-keeper is none other than your good self!

Apart from Roy Randall I think all the others are still in the land of the living.
Regards, Tony P.

Left to right:

Back: R. Randall, B. Hill, M. West P. Jerrome, V. Beesly, R. Withers, J. Hoddinott.
Front: C. Baigent, J. Staker, D. Scammell, K. Temple, A. Penfold.

Photograph by Charles White.
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Re The White Hart and other matters

Originally the Todman family came from Hampshire and kept a pub at Harting before they
came to Petworth in 1904 to take over what in later years would be Hazelmans at the junction
of High Street and Middle Street. The shop was already a going concern — a baker and pork
butcher.
When the first war came Grandfather was not called up as he had valvular heart disease.
: : ' - He had to give up the bakery
about 1915 because he simply
couldn‘t lift the weights. He
took over the White Hart pub
over the road and died there
in 1922. My grandmother
AnnaMay Todmanran it with
her son Bill until 1938 but
they found it difficult to make
a living there. Anna May left
in 1938 and went to live with
my mother’s aunt in Reading,
someone else took it for a
year and it closed just before
the war. Ironically had they
continued during the war it
would have made money.
My father Frank Carver
was the son of Dickie Carver,
the Petworth lamp lighter. We
lived at the Main Lodge at
Petworth House, Dad also
working as night watchman.
One duty was to let the public
into the Park through the Main
Lodge on Sundays and make
sure they had no picnics,
cameras or dogs going in and
noantlers or chestnuts coming
out. They were also not to
walk on the grass until they
were through the farther gate
into the Park. Sometimes the

Bill Todman outside the White Hart pub in High Street 1936. s :
cows got into the private

Courtesy of Vera James.
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grounds if a gate had been left open and my mother Hilda had to go out with a whip and drive
them back into the main park.
Dad had been a gunnery instructor in the Navy so shooting was a hobby of his and most

weeks he’d go to Rifle Club at the Armoury in Tillington Road.
Vera James

Petworth Rifle Club trophy winners 1930°s.

L—R: Back: Miss Podmore, Sir Cyril Shakerley, Mr Dallyn (?), Frank Carver.
Front: Arch Standing, Mr Bowyer the chemist.

Courtesy of Vera James.

Mr Jeremy Godwin - a letter

In PSM 116, June 2004, appeared a “mysterious tablecloth”, which I elucidated in PSM 119,
March 2003, as arecord of some attenders of the Friends’ (Quakers’) Yearly Meeting, August
1905.

And now a similar tablecloth has been published in the Whirehaven News, 5™ October
2006, of 13 pale-blue squares round a large central pale-blue panel, each panel linked by a
narrow band of lace. It records the 273 people who entered the tombola at the Lamplugh
Church Bazaar, 1913, and was made by that parish’s Girls’ Friendly Society branch, in one
of whose stalwarts’ houses it has been ever since. Itis now to be given to the Lamplugh Local
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WARDEN’S REPORT FORM.

Form of Report to Report Centres

AIR RAID DAMAGE (Commence report with these words)
Designation of Reporting Agent Ny F, e 3
(e.g., Warden's Post No, : B R %

Pesitian o

T

Type of bombz : —HE fIncendidry Poiztan Gas
Approx. Mo, of Casualties ;-
(If any trapped under wreckage, tay o)

Fapen'y

If §i L, 347 30 . —
Damage to mains : —Water /Ceal Gas /Overhead eleseric cables Sewers

Names of Roads biocked ’ e j
LT AL

{ Ly T3 L.+ :
— B, <5 4 B S y i

¥ ' I
Pasiticn of ANY unex plc::cx;-rj boribs

Time of nccurrence (approx.) i3

Services already on the spot or coming ;=

ORIGINAL 7| These words are for use with a report sent by messenger

DUPLICATE f Delete whichever dose not apply

Warden's Report form undated
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Skywards through Pines. Photograph by Duncan McNicol.
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Sunset, with partially eclipsed full moon over Petworth House,
Photograph by Duncan McNicol.

Dawn breaking over Petworth House and Upper Pond.
Photograph by Duncan McNicol.

Stags under Chestnut. Photograph by Duncan McNicol.




Beech on Arbor Hill. Photograph by Duncan McNicol.

A lecture on unexploded bombs is to be given at Midhurst Cinema at 1400 hours on
Sunday, November 10" 1940, Lieut. Gray, who is in charge of the local bomb disposal section
is to be the speaker. The circular carries a handwritten annotation. “Control have left me one
short - will you let Archie Newman read this in due course.” The writer can take Messrs
Daniels and Newman to Midhurst by car if they are available, otherwise he will offer the seats
to other wardens. With the nights drawing in and the dark momings the circular advises,
“Wardens should, as far as they are able, see that blinds, curtains, etc. are not removed too
early. There is a great temptation to forget all about the need of blacking out just because it
is time to get up, whereas efficient blacking out is just as important in the morning as in the
evening.” Other items concern wardens mistaking fallen plywood auxiliary petrol tanks for
bombs, unexploded magnetic parachute mines, damage to property and incendiary bombs.

It is impossible for these bare bones to give an account of what might be called Jesses
Daniels” war. The documentation is simply too laconic. There 1s also no means of telling
whether at one time there were other documents and to what extent what we have is only a
part. It is something of a miracle that what we have is extant at all,

Did bombs actually fall in Upperton? A number of blank Warden’s Report Forms
survive. In the nature of things they would, if filled, have been sent to Midhurst. Possibly
however Daniels noted down the facts and reported by telephone. Certainly one report
remains concerning a mustard gas bomb “10 yards north of Upperton Street™ but whether this
is a fair copy, or written for telephone dictation, is now impossible to say.

In concluding it may be of interest to note an instruction issued from the Council Offices
at Midhurst on the 9™ July 1940, relaying from central government compulsory measures to
forestall possible enemy landings. Among the provisions: fields of 12 acres or more need to
be rendered unusable, as too lakes and stretches of water with a clear run of 300 yards
“Old logs and branches of trees piled in open fields are as good as anything. OIld farm
implements, old carts and old derelict cars filled with earth should be collected and placed in
open fields.” Failing that, instructions are given for digging out trenches and making
improvised ramparts with the excavated earth. Farmers are asked to graze their cows in as

many different fields as possible at the same time.
P:

Dora takes a hand

Also connected with a wartime situation but reflecting a rather different world from the
previous article on Upperton is a dispute at Lodsworth during that last fraught, exhausted year
of the 1914-1918 war. Personalities may be little more than cyphers but the problems and
tensions are clear enough.

Two local brothers, Frederick William and Robert George Tooth had taken some ten
acres of arable land in Lodsworth to create a market garden. Their lease was to run for fourteen
years from Michaelmas 1914, although the tenancy in practical terms began from 25* January
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1915, rent paid from Michaelmas apparently being retained as a kind of credit, or possibly
security, as was also some reimbursement for work done in this preliminary period. A yearly
rent of £30-12-6 was payable by twice yearly instalments. An already mature orchard [0S270
on the map] was included in the lease but much of a large arable field [0S264] was to be used
for a market garden, together with a small annex [OS264(A)] to the west. The Well Field
formed an extensive enclave in a block of arable land some distance to the north of the parish
church and owned by Mrs. Dennett, the landlady. The lease allowed for access over Mrs.
Dennett’s land to the south and also access to certain buildings, piggeries, a mealhouse and
aroothouse, “Adjoining or near the east side of the main street of Lodsworth” and marked on
the accompanying map. Clearly the previous usage of the land had been agricultural.
Permission was also given to erect a greenhouse on 264(A). Of this there is no further
mention. The usual clauses cover the tenants’ duty to keep the boundary fences and ditches
in repair, the existing orchard trees pruned and nurtured and the land demised in good heart
and condition. All this was standard and would have been taken as read in January 1915. No
one perhaps anticipated that these clauses would be invoked a bare three and a half'years later.

Of the progress of the holding over the years from 1915-1917 there is no direct
evidence, only what can be inferred from documents relating to the dispute in 1918. There
is certainly nothing to suggest that over these years the Tooth brothers were at all dilatory.
Planting of additional fruit trees and bushes was extensive and would clearly have involved
a significant capital outlay in the purchase of stock to say nothing of preparation and planting.
Apples, pears, plums and cherries are mentioned in 1918 as also raspberries, gooseberries,
strawberries and currants - all in some quantity. Clearly the existing orchard, mainly apples
and filberts, was to be supplemented. It is not clear how the produce was sold; presumably
it went either to market or was sent away by train.

The cause of the difficulties in 1918 seems to have been the decision, probably late in 1917,
of one of the brothers to enlist, leavin g the remaining brother to continue at Lodsworth. Of this
crucial moment we learn nothing, we can only deduce that intensive cultivation ofa plot of this size
was almost certainly too much for one man. Labour would be difficult to find at this stage of the
war and it may be that it could not be afforded. Certainly there is no mention anywhere of hired
help. The remaining brother, never distinguished by name, seems for the time to have battled on
through the winter and spring. As spring gave way to early summer in 1918 it was obvious to Mrs,
Dennett that the battle was being lost. Mrs. Dennett was not alone; other eyes were on the
Lodsworth holding. The unequal struggle had come to the notice of the Agricultural Commission-
ers at Chichester, one of the octopus-like tentacles of the draconian Defence of the Realm Act
(D.O.R.A.). Under Regulation 2M of the Act, Master Tooth’s lease was compulsorily terminated
in June. In fact it seems that he had already given up work on May 31*. There was provision under
the Act for the tenant to be compensated as also for the landlady to claim compensation.

It was time for the professionals to move in. Mr. Newland Tompkins at Pulborough,
acting as agent for Mrs. Dennett, Mr. John Pitfield, the Petworth solicitor, acting for Mrs.
Dennett and Mr. Haines, a local postman and prospective tenant, and Mr. George Knight of
Midhurst, acting for the Tooth brothers. Time was on no one’s side. It was now high summer
and every day meant the plot was more submerged under a profusion of undergrowth.
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Lodsworth in 1915 showing the Tooth brothers’ holding Redrawn by Jonathan Newdick.
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when mass entertainment was still to take hold, such social gatherings were eagerly awaited
and discussed, and in a very insular world, individual standing within a closed social circle
was crucial.
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“Mr. Pitfield and friends™ will be most welcome at Mrs. Watson’s At Home at New
Grove, Petworth on 12% August 1908. H.E. Watson, land agent to Lord Leconfield, would
die almost a year later. Another August, another invitation, this time Mrs. Watson is
suggesting archery at 2.30 and lawn tennis at 4 o’clock. Lady Bird at Eartham House will
simply be At Home on Monday, August 3™ 1908, or from 4 to 7 p.m. on a June Saturday with
the prospect of tennis - or perhaps Mr. Pitfield might like to take in the village flower show
and sports? Did a busy John Pitfield actually go? And if he did how would he make the
journey? The famous Pitfield motor car lay still in the future. The invitation to “Mr. Pitfield
and pal_‘t'y” for the Flower Show might suggest a hired carriage, but of the composition of such
a putative party we can have no idea.

Probably, almost certainly, there were graduations. We may suppose that Mrs. James
Buchanan’s At Home at Lavington Park was an annual event and an invitation was something
of a social cachet. Cards survive for Thursday January 9" 1908 and Wednesday 6™ January
1999, Dancing commences at 10 o’clock. It is probably significant that Mrs. Rapley’s
strictures in 1911 come from that same week in January. Mrs. Douglas Hall’s Burton Park
At Home on Thursday 14" January 1908 falls within the same period. This time dancing
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commences at nine o’clock. Whether there was any rivalry between the two hostesses,
friendly or otherwise we have no means of knowing.

At Homes tend to cluster either round the Christmas and New Year period or during the
summer when some outdoor activity like tennis or croquet could be offered. Other At Homes
might be equally prestigious socially but a little more sedate both as regards timing and
entertainment. A week before Christmas Mrs Lacaita at Selham House offers music at nine
o’clock in the evening. Mrs. Johnson will just have caught the end of the summer season for
the string band of the 2™ Battalion of the Bedfordshire Regiment in September 1906. Mrs.
Wyatt at Harsfold Manor, Wisborough Green, offers the Magdalen Glee Singers from 4 to 7
on August 15" 1908. Most invitations come from within striking distance of Petworth but
Mrs. E. Powell King's evening party just a day or two after Christmas, with dancing
commencing at 9 o’clock, carries a note on the back, “If you come I can put you up.” We may
perhaps feel that John Pitfield did not attend, but we cannot know.
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The more imposing cards are specially printed for the occasion but others are handwritten
on general At Home cards. So for Monday 20" January 1908 Mrs. Spicer, wife of the North
Street doctor, has theatricals at 2.45. Could a busy solicitor make such a time? Again we
cannot know. Less common are plain visiting cards; individual examples survive from Mr.
and Mrs. de Fonblanque at Duncton. Mrs. de Fonblanque was a determined and well-known
suffragist. George Garland told me once of how, as a boy of ten or so, he and a friend took
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I was in Market Square, Lord Leconfield caught sight of me and beckoned me over. As one of the
regular beaters Thad some acquaintance with him and he made a point of getting to know the people
who worked for him. “I understand you’ve left the Estate, * he said. I explained my difference
with Mr. Wilcox, and thatI'd gotanotherjob. “You shouldn’t take any notice of that bloody man.”
his lordship replied imperturbably. “If you want a job at any time just come and see me.” As it
happened I never did but it’s something I always remember. It may sound as if he was criticising
Mr. Wilcox, who’d worked on the Estate for years and years, but I don’t really think he was. It
was simply his way of saying that he’d take me back any time - in a different department.

Chapman, Lowry and Puttick had a depot at Milford and I stayed at Tillington until the
job was finished. Even in the 1930s I was always in work and when I left building I went on
laying pipes. When the war started | had the offer of a job pipelaying at Fishguard but while
I was thinking this over my call-up papers arrived. I elected to join the Navy, my brother
having been in the Navy for a while. Soon I was a stoker on the Russian convoy, Archangel
to America, but based at Skapa Flow, fortnightly tours of duty operating some seven hundred
miles north of Iceland. I was on the battleship, attended by a flotilla of cruisers, destroyers
and other ships. It was bitterly cold and there was thick fog. One afternoon we collided with
the destroyer Punjabi and cut the latter ship in half. Most of the crew were pulled from the icy
waters but unfortunately not all of them. We had to set to and close up a hole in our ship the size
of a double-decker bus. 1ended up back in Liverpool for treatment on a boil. The doctor wouldn’t
hear of my leaving hospital for a fortnight by which time the ship had sailed. Twas sent back
to Portsmouth, then to North Africa, the Sicily landings, back to Falmouth, then, on the point
of being discharged, on standby for Japan. By the time I had reached India, the war was over.

Back in Petworth I was looking for a job and went on as general labourer at the Station
Road gasworks, effectively doing whatever needed doing, clearing up outside, helping the
fitter. 1t wasn’t long before Bert Johnson, one of the stokers, left and I joined a team of three.
There were ten retorts of which we usually had just the one set of five in operation, the other
set in reserve. Each set of five had two on a bottom layer, two on a middle layer and a single
retort at the top. The retorts were eight feet deep and had to be filled right up against the back
wall and filled from back to front. The products were gas, coke and tar. The momning shift
was six o’clock until two, the coke removed from the bottom retort and the whole refilled with
coal. Atten o’clock you'd do the same with the middle retort and at twelve o’clock the single
one at the top. The incoming shift at two o’clock would repeat the process, working two till
ten, and the night shift ten until six, again repeating the process. Harold Kitchener, Ted
Bojanowski and myself operated alternately. For holiday and sickness a relief would come
in. There were similar works at Storrington and Billingshurst. The gas went through the meter
house into the gasometer, the tar into a big well from which it would periodically be drawn
off into a lorry that came to collect it. In latter years if gas became low in the gasometer we
could open a valve and draw in gas from Brighton. In fact there was a period when the old
system was no longer operating but the building still in use. When the gasworks closed in the
early sixties, I went back on the building and finally ended up as a plasterer’s mate.

Em. Andrews was talking to the Editor.
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The “Chapel on the hill”

The beginnings of the
Evangelical church at Fittleworth
g0 back a few years before I was
born. Not too many perhaps. but
enough for me to have to rely on
what I have been told. Tradition
is that meetings were held under
the old chestnut tree at the
Bedham turning, still known as
Hallelujah Corner. I've even
heard it said that long before our
time John Wesley had once
preached there. I can’tvouch for
that. but certainly. at the turn of
the last century, the Worthing
Tabernacle were evangelising at Fittleworth using their horse-drawn “Little Wonder™ Gospel
van, Such beginnings were always precarious but my father and mother, James and Annie
Whittington, and Mr. and Mrs. George Pottington. were converted. They were baptised by

The “chapel on the hill.” Exterior.

Fittleworth, Interior of the “chapel on the hill. "
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Fittleworth Evangelical Free Church

_are celebrating their centenary this year. You will see that this Magazine carries two
articles of the history of the church. As this takes the Magazine well over its normal size
the extra pages have been kindly funded by a donation from F.E.F.C.

We congratulate the Church on their centenary and will return to standard size

in March!

Peter

New Members and rejoining

Mrs. S. Lee
Mr. J. Secomb

Dr. R. Smith
Lady Young
Mrs. C. Butcher

Mr. R. Taylor

Mr. W. Calvert

Mr. & Mrs. M. Foley

Mrs. G. Heywood

Mr. B. Hornsey

Mrs. M. Newman-Aitchison
Mrs. M. Pottington

Mrs. J. Terry

Mrs. Nancy Pilmoor

Mrs. B. Calder

Miss J. Gumbrell

Mrs. S. Lawrence

Ms. V. Lewis/Ms. L. Ash
Mr. I. Plenderleith

Mrs. E. Stephenson

Mrs. J. McFarlane

Mr. D. Sledge

Mrs. S. Thomas

Mrs. S. Devlin

The Spinney, Dragons Green, Coolham, Horsham.
Waltham Park Farm, Waltham Park Road, Coldwaltham,
Pulborough, RH20 1LY,
60, High Street, Duncton, Petworth, GU28 OLT.
Fair Acres, Graffham, Petworth, GU28 ONZ.
64, Butts Meadow, Wisborough Green, Billingshurst,
RH14 OBU.
Benges Cottage, Upwaltham, Petworth, GU28 OLZ.
1, Chestnut Cottages, Byworth, GU28 OHP.
Lania, PO Box 53700, CY-331, Limassol, Cyprus.
Corner Cottage, 2, The Mews, High Street, Petworth, GU28 0AU.
58A, Hampers Green, Petworth, GU28 9NP.
71, Hawthorn Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 2BS.
2, Cremome Place, King George Avenue, Petersfield, GU32 3EP.
13, Plaistow Road, Kirdford, Billingshurst, RH14 0JJ.
1423 Mississauga Valley Blvd. Apt 1416, Mississauga, Ontario,
Canada L5A 4A5.
Hawkhill House, 234, North Deeside Road, Milltimber,
Aberdeenshire, AB13 0DQ.
The Old Bakery, Byworth, Petworth, GU28 OHL.
Piglets, High Street, Petworth, GU28 0AU.
Alfreston House, Middle Street, Petworth.
Goldneys, River, Petworth, GU28 9AU.
52, Poplar Way, Midhurst, GU29 9TA.
3, The Harrows, Tillington GU28 9AN.
22, Rothermead, Petworth.
4, Sandrock Cottages, Northchapel, GU28 9HL.
5, Sandrock Cottages, Northchapel, GU28 9HL
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