


magazine

No. |50, December 2012

]

FROM: GoLDEN SaUpRe, PETWORTH "

Petworth about 1910,
A postcard by H. Earle, Petworth.

Petworth Society Magazine No.|50 1




PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Winter Programme — please keep for reference

MONTHLY MEETINGS:
Please read “In search on the ‘unmissable’” in the current Magazine. It gives some idea of our current
thinking.

Monday 10th December:

The 22nd Garland memorial lecture:

Peter Jerrome: St Edmund Smiles — Petworth Fair revived.

An evening with (hopefully) a Christmas flavour.

Entrance £1 to include refreshments. Sponsored by Austens Home Hardware.

Monday 28th January:

Visit to the Turner Exhibition at Petworth House. See form below. To include guided tour of the Exhibition and a
two course dinner. Meet Church Lodge at 5 o’clock. Tour begins at 5.30. Supper 6.30. Numbers are limited,
more so than for the Annual Dinner and acceptance will be on a ‘first come’ basis.

[ should like to attend the Turner Exhibition and Dinner on Monday 28th January 2013. Cost —£25.00.

I:l (PLEASE ¢) I should like to bring a guest (maximum 1) and enclose £

Cheques made payable to The Petworth Society.
Name(s) (BLOCK LETTERS)

Address

Telephone Number:

Please send this slip and cheque payable to The Petworth Society to:
P. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0DX

No telephone orders, please.




BOOK SALES:
Leconfield Hall. 10am —3pm. Second Saturday in the month.

December 8" 2012
January 12t 2013
February 9t 2013
March 9t 2013
April 13 2013

Books to donate? Call Peter on 01798 342562 or Miles on 01798 343227 or bring them
to the hall on book sale day.

FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS:

Monday 25th March:

ROHAN McCULLOUGH in

MY DARLING CLEMMIE

BY HUGH WHITEMORE

Monday 29th April:

Return of the Allsorts!




ANNOUNCING:

PETER JERROME

St Edmund smiles

Cover in full colour.
Original photograph by Tony Whitcomb.




St Edmund Smiles is a collection of reflections on
Petworth’s ancient November fair originally published
in the quarterly magazine of The Petworth Society.
It chronicles the quarter century and more since the
Society rescued the fair from apparently terminal
decline in 1986. Possibly the oldest surviving street fair
in the south of England, Petworth has an uneasy
present and a problematic future and St Edmund Smiles
mirrors the dilemmas posed by all modern fairs. As an
in depth study of a particular (if unusual) modern fair
the book is probably unique. Certainly it will have a
wider than purely local resonance.

120 individually numbered copies. Coloured cover £12.
Publication early December.

~_ORDER FORM

To the Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street, Peeworth GU28 0DX. 01798 342562.
Please supply .. copylies) of St Fdmund Smiles at £12.00 each.
AN e

ADIDRESS e S,

TELEPHONE NO.
[ enclose a cheque payable to the Window Press for £

[ ] I will collect at the Book Sale on 8 December.

L] I will collect at the Christmas Evening/Launch on 10® December.

L] 1 will collect from Trowels.

[ ] Please send by post. Iadd £2.50 for post/packing.

Please v/

Peter Dead Druntk (2011) is sold out but we have 6 numbered copies remaining of

We Don't Do Nostalgia: Petworth Cottage Museum 1996 to 2010 at £12.00. Also the 2
volume history of Petworth. Special price £50.00. Please enquire by telephone.
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NEW MEMBERS

Mr & Mrs R. Bence, | Market Square, Petworth, GU28 0AH

Mrs K. Coughlin, White Cottage, Sandy Lane, Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20 | NF
Mr R. Evans, The Coach House, Pound Street, Petworth, GU28 0DX

Mr & Mrs C. Heywood, 70 Wyndham Road, Petworth, GU28 0EQ

Ms N. Jones, Daintry House, East Street, Petworth, GU28 0AB

Mr D. Mansell, 65 Rusper Road, Horsham, RH 12 4]B

Mr B. Mclntyre, 70 Clapham Common, North Side, London, SW4 9SB

Mr R.Thorp, 339 Cherry Row, Petworth, GU28 0AX

Mrs L. Kane, 28 Chantryfield Road, Angmering, BN 16 417

Mrs D. Smith, Bourne End, Nutbourne Road, Nutbourne, Pulborough, RH20 2HD
Mr & Mrs R. Stiles, 67 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28 0BX

Mr & Mrs Bound, Tanyard Cottage, Cylinders Lane, Fisher Street, Northchapel, GU28 9EL
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CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974

‘to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including
Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit’.

It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective
of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the objects of the society,

The annual subscription is £10.00, single or
double, one magazine delivered, Postal £13.50
overseas £16.50. Further information may be
obtained from any of the following,

CHAIRMAN

Mr PA. Jerrome, MBE, Trowels, Pound Street
Petworth GU28 0DX.

Telephone; (01 798) 342562.

VICE CHAIRMAN

Mr K.C. Thompson, |8 Rothermead, Petworth
GU28 OEW.

Telephone: (01798) 342585,
HON.TREASURER

Mrs Sue Slade, Hungers Corner Farm,
Byworth, Petworth GU28 OHW.

Telephone: (01798) 344629

With Mr A. Henderson,

COMMITTEE

Mr Stephen Boakes, Lord Egremont,

Mrs Carol Finch, Mr lan Godsmark,

Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Celia Lilly,

Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,

Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Patricia Turland,
Mrs Linda Wort.

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

Mr Henderson, Mr Miles Costello,

Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons,

Miss Callingham, Mrs Stevenson,

Mrs Angela Azis, MrTurland, Mr Boakes
(Petworth), Ray and Valerie Hunt (Byworth),
Mr PWadey (Sutton and Bignor), Mr Bellis
(Grafham), Mr Derek Gourd (Tillington and
Upperton), Mr Poole (Fittleworth),

Mr David Burden (Duncton), Mrs Brenda Earney
(Midhurst/Easebourne).

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK
Mrs Pearl Godsmark.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER
Mr Mike Hubbard
Telephone: (01798) 343249,

For this magazine on tape please contact
MrThompson.

Printed by Bexley Printers Limited, Unit 4,
Hampers Common Industrial Estate, Petworth
Telephone: (01798) 343355.

Published by The Petworth Society which is
registered charity number 26807 |,

The Petworth Society supports The Leconfield
Hall, Petworth Cottage Museum and The
Coultershaw Beam Pump.

WEBSITE
wwwi.petworthsociety.co.uk

FRONT COVER pencil drawing by Jonathan Newdick of the barn at Hallgate Farm, Byworth
(detail). Private collection. See "Quiet audacity” on page 6.
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Chairman’s notes

Pressure on Magazine space is now so severe that we will probably have to hold
over three more or less regular features: Old Petworth Traders, George Garland’s
Sussex Books and Thoughts from a Small Shop. These, with other material, will
have to appear as space becomes available.’

By the time you read this two of the celebratory Garland memorial lectures will
have been given — the third, introducing the new Window Press book St Edmund
Smiles is on Monday 10th December. There is no specific Christmas meeting this
year. We hoped to have the Allsorts but it proved impossible to find a night when
the hall was free and the Allsorts had an evening available. They will now appear
in April.

After 14 years our treasurer Andy Henderson feels it is time to assume a rather less
active role and Sue Slade is taking over, only the seventh treasurer in the Society’s
nearly forty years. Book Sale regulars will already know Sue and the transfer will
be a measured one, taking full effect in March. Andy has asked for “no eulogies.”
[ can only say that Andy (and Annette’s) contribution over fourteen years is so
evident that any “eulogy” from me would be superfluous.

Peter
| 4th October

|. Janet Austin's further thoughts on the old wash house (see PSM 149) are one of several other
casualties. VWe would hope to have this is PSM |51,
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In search of the “unmissable”

Your committee has been giving a lot of thought to the monthly meetings, an
institution going back to the 1970s. Most local organisations would, I think, settle
for our attendance figures, but our discussions reflect an increasing realisation that
to draw a significant audience on an inclement winter night, you do need to offer
something a little different. Our tentative suggestion is slightly less regular
meetings but to try for the “unmissable”. It’s not a cheap option. We shall have
Rohan McCullough back in March with her one-woman “Clemmie” Churchill
show and, as I have said, the Allsorts return in April. What of January/February
always a tricky season? We have a visit to the Turner Exhibition at Petworth
House, to include a “Turner cocktail” on arrival, a guided tour of the Exhibition
and a two-course dinner. I have negotiated a special price of £25 inclusive of the
£10 admission charge, but there is a limitation on numbers. Full details and
booking form on the Activities Sheet.

P

St Edmund Smiles

St Edmund Smiles is a collection of Magazine reflections on the fortunes of
Petworth fair since the Petworth Society rescued it from apparently terminal
decline in 1986. Petworth may well be the oldest surviving street fair in the south
of England and the book mirrors its uneasy present and problematic future. As an
in depth study of one particular (if highly unusual) fair the book will probably
have a wider than purely local resonance. There will be 120 individually
numbered copies, initially available to Society members on a pre-publication basis
prior to the official launch at the talk on the 10th December. See order form on
Activities Sheet.
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Petworth Society Dinner Quiz
Wednesday 5th September

FIVE LOCAL:

Where would you exercise your muscles?

What would you do with your unwanted possessions?
Where would you find a miniature seaside town?
Where might you find baskets full of cabbages?
Where might you lose your temper?

TWENTY GENERAL:

1
2
3.
4.
e
6.
7.
8.

Who was carried away by a roc?

Of whom was it said, “She sometimes counsel takes and sometimes tea™?
Who wrote ‘The Speckled Band’?

On whose tomb is written “Here lies one whose name is writ in water’?
What did Fatima find in the room Bluebeard kept locked up?

Who was the last English king to fight in a battle?

What order of monks was called the Black Friars?

What was a prairie schooner?

What is a calumer?

Who saw the vision of the dry bones?

Of what nationality was Queen Alexandra?

How many sides has a bee’s cell?

Who founded the Society of Friends?

What is a young hare called?

What animal is connected with the Marquis of Carrabas?

What king is associated with the feast of St. Stephen?

What is the next line of “Come into the garden Maud™?

With what historical event would you connect the song “Marching through
Georgia™?

Why did Circe turn Ulysses’ companions into hogs?

Tie-breaker: (not used).
Of what nationality was Prince Henry the Navigator?

With acknowledgement to an old Petworth W. 1. Quiz (1-5) and
George A. Birmingham: Can you Answer this? (1927)
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Railway bridge at Little London. lan and David's August walk.
Photograph by lan Godsmark as are the following six
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e at Petworth House.

In the Old Library at Petworth House

5th September.
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e Bangueting Hall.
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Dover Castle: a bedroom. We've lost most of them!
John Carter's Northchapel postman’s walk at Pipers Bridge in September;
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Our jovial crier; pictured by a German visitor at the Treve Cottage Art Show in the summer.

28 Petworth Society Magazine No. |50

PETWORTH SOCIETY 2012 CROSSWORD

L

ACROSS

§ Extracts from her WW | diary
have been in recent issues of PSM
(4,5)

7 & 30 Our chairman inebriated?
No - a Window Press publication!
(5.4 "\}

10 Mear the bank — a memorial to
lohn Grimwood (4)

11 Have it between the teeth to
get control (3)

12 One who spoke as the
shepherds watched their flocks (&)
13 Control water in a weird way
(4)

14 Yes— (OFE) (3)

16 Petworth Society's annual stall
on Fair Night (7)

18 How one should tread the
streets of Petworth (Window Press
1990) (7)

21 Not much of it this summer (3)

23 Come on — don't beat about 1t
(4)

26 Miles explained there used to
be many more than one of these
"in the town, in the town'! (6)

27 The gist of the matter (3)

28 Cross threads make the dog
bark (4)

29 Inadental remark (
30 See /ac

E
J)

DOWN

1 & 2 Crack codes and travel to
find where the Society went in
September (5.6)

3 Miss Potter; brought to life by
Rohan McCullough (7)

4 Show disapproval of agent with
fish! (8)

6 Generous (7)

8 Skilfully (8)

9 How it looks when the Yule log's
burned away (4)

15 & 25 Daily mail delivery — John
Carter led us on the old
MNorthchapel one (8,5)

17 Nickname of early member of
the Austen family (2,6)

19 Had a Christmas drink or two
(W8]

20 David and lan led a walk from
here to South

22 MNumber of la

days after Christmas (4)
24 Thomas --—--, philanthropic
Petworth businessman

25 See |5dn

SOLUTION DEBORAH’S
SUSSEX CROSSWORD

ACROSS
7 Gridshell, 8 Speed, 10 Novium,
| Anvil, 12 Deer, 14 Oak, |5 Oats,
7 Shelley, 19 Stadium, 22 Blot,
23 Spa, 24 Amex, 27 Roval,
29 Wigwam, 30 Adorn, 3| Lavington
DOWN
| Prior, 2 Admire, 3 Whim, 4 Slindon,
5 Spiv, 6 Belletout. 9 Jack, |3 Rye,
|5 Old, |6 Shulbrede, I8 Let,
207Tea, 2| Hardham, 23 Silo,
25 Engage, 26 Manor, 28 Yard,
29 Weir
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Tuesday Jan. 22nd 1918
We heard from Arthur today he is on the north side of
Jerusalem. He has passed through Bethlehem.

On the Sunday before Xmas Day they had a Church Parade
in a Church that the Kaiser had built on the Mt of Olives.

Arthur was one of the few to go into the Garden of
Gethsemane.

Easter Sunday March 31st 1918
Special childrens service in Church for gifts of flowers and eggs for military
hospitals.

Thursday April 4th
Dance in the Swan Room — gorgeous affair — Canadian soldiers came over from
Bramshott camp.

Food rationing: ¥lb sugar, %lb butter or margarine, 50zs bacon or butcher’s meat,

4 x 50zs coupons in one week. 50zs supplementary ration given to manual
workers.

[Dora pastes in samples of the various coupons but the precise amounts allowed are not

entirely clear. |

Monday July 8th 1918
The 4th Sussex Regt has been sent to France from Palestine. Arthur has not come
he is left behind in a trench mortar battery.

Monday July 15th 1918
Food ration books came into force today.

Monday October 21st
War rationing and economy agree with me for on being weighed today I find I'm
9st 31bs.

Shops are closing now at 6 p.m. Fridays 7. Saturdays 8 since the 14th to save gas.
No lights in the streets at all this winter.
Monday Nov. 11th 1918

The Germans signed the Armistice at 5 o’clock this morning for fighting to cease
atllo’c.
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11 o’c 11th day 11th month (19) 18 = 51 the exact number of months the war has
lasted.

This glorious news reached Petworth at 1 o’c when church bells were rung and
flags flown.

Thanksgiving service was held in the church at 7 o’c.

Saturday November 16th
The Germans have surrendered their Navy to the Allies.

Sunday November 17th
Had a letter from Arthur - he is in hospital in Egypt recovering from an attack of
Malaria.

Courtesy MrAlan Older

Duncton memories

Pop Davies wrote to me recently from Bridgend in response to the interview with Don
Wallbridge which appeared in the June issue of the magazine. Pop has included a few of
his own recollections of growing up in Duncton between the wars and I have reproduced
that part of his letter in full. Miles Costello.

The article by Don Wallbridge brought many boyhood memories, I went to
school with Iris Court, she lived opposite the school, her father owned a lorry |
think, we sat 11 plus together, three passed, Iris Court, Iris Naldrett and myself. Iris
Court left for higher things that left just two of us, our parents couldn’t afford to
send us to grammar school so we stayed on with Miss Botting, she did try to get us
to the Petworth school but transport wasn't available.

The view of Duncton Hill was one that I was very familiar with, leaving school
at Easter 1935 at the age of 14 [ started work at Coultershaw Mill as a flour packer
and apprentice miller, a 48 hour week, Monday to mid-day Saturday. Starting wage
was 7/6d, take home pay 5/9d, leaving home at the Dog Kennels at about 6.30
am, finishing work at 5 pm and then the long slog up Duncton Hill, getting home
at about 6 pm.

Pre-war the Downs were used for army exercises and for a schoolboy these
were exciting times. The fields at the bottom of the hill were full of tents and
soldiers, the cottage was small and the family growing bigger, Joe was the eldest
followed by Bill, Arthur, a daughter and a baby I think. By now we had moved to
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here was very interesting, but after living for a year in the work-house, standing in
the grounds of the converted lunatic asylum, where we worked, I jumped at my
first chance of foreign service, and in December 1917, embarked for Egypt.

Very few of our party had ever been abroad, but a succession of harassed Red
Cross officials and R. T.O.’s (Railway Transport) shepherded us and our bulky kits
safely through Boulogne, Paris, Turin, and Rome, and landed us exhausted and
amazingly dirty, in an Army hut at Taranto.

My memories of the rest camp are — Christmas dinner, wonderfully provided by
the resident staff, and an endless splashing on inefficient “duck-boards” through
the mud between our sleeping hut, mess hut, and the so-called bath hut. Certainly
no one was sorry when we embarked in H.M.T. Osmanieh. I do not think we
were much alarmed at hearing of the many occasions on which she had been
chased by enemy submarines, or that she would sink in three minutes if hit. The
life belts we kept ready by us day and night, and the frequent boat-drills were
certainly taken as a mild joke, and nurses, officers, and men, spent the two days
passage basking peacefully in the Mediterranean sunshine.

On the morning of December 31st, 1917, we sighted Alexandria, and were
slowly approaching the harbour, three or four mine-sweepers ahead, our escorting
Japanese destroyers on either beam, when [ went below to finish my packing.
Then — a crash, a rush of water, a sudden stillness . . . I snatched up my life-belt,
and ran for the companion; this and the slanting deck were already crowded, but
voices shouted “Ladies first,” and “Make room for the nurses,” and I soon found
myself among the white-faced troops lined up opposite our boat. We scrambled
in somehow, and were lowered away, in a succession of nerve-racking jerks. Ihad
just time to feel thankful that we had reached the water, when suddenly the boat
capsized. Something clutched my shoulder under water, and we went down, but
in an instant I was free again, and felt my life-belt pulling me to the surface. The
sea was littered with overturned boats and odds and ends of wreckage, and I and
the inevitable cheerful Tommy were soon steering a bit of board, and gasping to
each other that “we were all right now.” [ had very little idea of time on that day,
but imagine that it was about a quarter-of-an-hour later that I was hauled over the
Jackal’s side, and sent, very unwillingly, down to the ward-room, where a kind-
hearted but agitated steward fed us on rum and cocoa.

Some good Samaritans had rigged up a shelter on the quay, where they
provided us with dry clothing of sorts, and by the time we arrived at No. 19
General Hospital we were sufficiently recovered to jeer at each other’s appearance
— trailing up the steps, each attired chiefly in an Army blanket, clutching in one
hand a dripping bundle of our own belongings, and in the other a bag of Red
Cross treasures. At that time we imagined that the missing members of the party
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KIRDFORD & PLASDOW, CAMP. THORMEY ISKAND. 1

The photographer's spelling seems a little shaky!

3 gl (AR
P it

s

Almost certainly a Petworth group about 1930.
Unattributed snapshot, possibly by Miss Heath
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Mick Robertson receives a bat given by Fred Streeter " The Radio Gardener" for most promising
young player in Petworth cricket team. See A sporting summer"”.
Club chairman Clarrie Linton (left), F. A. Thompson (secretary) centre.

1 by G. G. Garland
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kill that would have been the end of a brief life! However Den was a wonderful
skipper and role model. He taught me that sport isn’t worth playing unless you
try to win, but having won or lost you enjoy the memories and companionship of
the game.

Petworth CC won more than they lost in those days. Den and Pete Wadey
were a formidable opening batting pair making frequent three figure opening
partnerships and to open our bowling were the cut and thrust of Roy Pottington
and the grunting pace of Reg Hillier. And with Brian Temple and Derek House in
the side and Den cracking the whip we took fielding on that big windswept
outfield more seriously than was fashionable at the time. Len Cross, Dan
Chalcroft, Vic Beesly and many more characters enriched the team and made the
Club a focal point for our community.

And that’s why I've chosen to write of Petworth sport 50 years ago. It brought
me a focus, identity and pride in my town. Those people who gave of their time
to support the teams in those days have my thanks and thoughts for that inheritance
and for passing on a lifelong enjoyment of sport. Two of these feature in the
photograph of a bat presentation in about 1956. Mr Linton (Clarrie?) was our
Chairman, Mr E. A. Thompson was my coach and mentor and sometime batting
partner, and the bat was donated by Mr Fred Streeter. I'm the one with the big grin!

Mick Robertson
[Mick hopes he's got all names correct! Ed]

Leave the peaches alone!

My mother originally came from Durham to work in service at Burton Park as
under housekeeper for the Courtauld family. I believe that she had worked
previously with the housekeeper there and they may even have come down to
West Sussex together. I suppose it does seem a long way to move but I understand
that this was not at all unusual as the big houses preferred to employ servants
from far away in the belief that as they were not local they would be less likely to
pass on any gossip picked up at work.

My father was Arnold Hill and as long as I remember he had worked at the
Petworth Cottage Hospital as a gardener and handyman. I think it most likely that
it was the only job that he ever had and like myself, who apart from National
Service also only ever had one job, never felt the need to look elsewhere for a
living. Grandfather on my Dad’s side moved with his family from the North of
England in the hope that the milder air would relieve him of the consumption
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have never completely retired as I still do some bearing though I must confess that
I tend not to do the difficult ones, or where it is a bit difficult to manoeuvre the
coffin into place. Not that I can’t do it but rather I would hate to make a mistake
or slip up. Itis one of those things that you could never live down. I was carrying
regularly until I was 80 and have done a few more since then. There aren’t many
churches around here that I haven't carried into, in fact most on many, many
occasions. A funeral is such an important occasion and we bearers take our duty
extremely seriously.

Bryan Hill was talking to Miles Costello

Petworth Society Dinner Quiz — answers

FIVE LOCAL: TWENTY GENERAL:

Flexham Park : Sindbad the Sailor
Selham 2, Queen Anne
Little Bognor 5} Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Hampers Green ; John Keats
Cross Lanes ; The heads of his previous wives
George 11
Dominicans
A settlers” wagon
A Red Indian pipe
Ezekiel
Danish
Six
George Fox
Leveret
Puss-in-Boots
Wenceslas
“For the black bat night has flown.”
The American Civil War
Because they ate like hogs

Portuguese

48 Petworth Society Magazine No. |50







