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CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974

‘to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including
Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit.

It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective
of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription is £14.00, single or
double, one magazine delivered. Postal £18.00
overseas nominal £25.00. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following.
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Mr RA. Jerrome, MBE, Trowels, Pound Street
Petworth GU28 0DX.

lelephone: (01798) 342562.

VICE CHAIRMAN

Mr K.C.Thompson, |8 Rothermead, Petworth
GU28 OEWV.

Telephone: (01798) 342585,
HON.TREASURER

Mrs Sue Slade, Hungers Corner Farm,
Byworth, Petworth GU28 OHW.
Telephone: (01798) 344629,

COMMITTEE"

Mrs Dona Carver, Lord Egremont,

Mrs Betty Exall, Mrs Carol Finch,

Mrlan Godsmark, Mr Roger Hanauer;

Mrs Celia Lilly, Mrs Ros Staker,

Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Patricia Turland,
Mrs Linda Wort.

*As at the Annual General Meeting, Mr Hanauer has
now left the Committee, while Mrs Sue Slade is kindly

continuing only in the short term. See March Magazine.
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Cover picture:"Round the Hills" January |940.
Photograph by George Garland.
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Mr RWadey (Sutton and Bignor), Mr Bellis
(Graffham), Mr Gerald Gresham-Cooke
(Tillington and Upperton), Mr Poole
(Fittleworth), Mr David Burden (Duncton)
Mrs Brenda Earney (Midhurst/Easebourne).

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK
Mrs Debby Stevenson.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER
Mr Nigel Flynn
Telephone: (01798) 343558,

For this magazine on tape please contact
MrThompson.

Printed by Bexley Printers Limited, Unit |4,
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Chairman’s notes

Not, perhaps, surprisingly there was a very considerable response to Magazine 169
both by telephone and letter. As you know we took the unusual step of making
extra copies available to a wider readership. Given the subject matter, my feeling is
that members considered this to be in order. I have included a selection only of
your comments. I have to say that the two Penfold boys were not twins but simply
brothers, while coincidentally the Whistlers’ Room has been reissued in paperback,
published by the Casemate Press.

We have used the same cover picture as for PSM 142 although Jonathan’s
presentation differs slightly. Taken in 1940, it highlights the changeless nature of
Round the Hills, unpretentious but essentially Petworth, a surprise for the casual
visitor but for local people the gem it has always been, simply, itself.

Peter
24th October

The annual dinner

The Annual Dinner was, as ever, overbooked but we did manage to squeeze in an
extra table. I do not give a formal account except to say that Andy Loukes and the
“three Petworth Blakes” were on sparkling form as were Anna, Sven and their
helpers; not to mention the convivial company assembled. I do include Nigel’s
Quiz. Clearly his talents extend well beyond town crying. How one table got them
all right I cannot imagine. The Chairman’s table struggled to a lamentable 14 out
of 30 and failed to answer No.1!
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Petworth Society Dinner Quiz 2017

Places in Sussex (not just towns and villages)

Where you would find out the value of your dog or cat (8,5)

Heavy ploughing (10)

“Flog the briny, William (6,4)

Actor Dominic rambling on (4,9)

Put a weighty biscuit in your coffee (7)

Where to leave a brewer'’s cart pulled by an unusual draught animal (7,4)
It’s not a marsh and it doesn't belong to the king. It’s neither ... (6,5)
Outside French cured meat (7)

Oriental churchman (4,4)

Making a mess of! (7)

Tell people there’s danger (7)

Churchman going off (11)

The church ‘oop tha (11)

A quiet place to stay in safety (10)

Descended from a haddock (10)

A boat crew gone wild (6)

Secures the forest (7)

. JMW's high ground (7,4)

What Morse would shout (5)

What Poirot would say (8)

There'd be a lot of arguments over clothes and boyfriends! (5,7)
Fine golf club (8)

Sixpenny pocketful (3)

Discover working (6)

Where Roux and Ramsay might graze (9)

Shining on Lord Egremont (8,4)

Car crossing (4)

. Jack and Bobby (8)

Where poultry roam (8)
Creepy- (7)
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD

i

..

ACROSS

6 Container for 5dn (4)

7 He decides on the

Christmas menu — will it be 29ac

or |dn? (4)

8 Santa's favourite teddy bear

perh )

10 5irs in pain! Take these for your

hangover! (8)

11 Early copyist of manuscripts (6)

12 And so it was (4)

13 What the angels brought to the

shepherds (4.4)

16 See 2lac (V)

18 Canine support for the

Christmas logs (4,3)

21 & 16 Stand with a firm stance
get wrapped up warm with

these (5,3.7)

23 Used to send Christmas

greetings (4)

20

IIIHIHI

26 Stand surrounded (6)

28 Dasher, Dancer, Comet and
Vixen etc. (8)

29 Christmas poultry — wearing
headgear! (5)

30 -— in Royal David's city (4)
31 This saint's day is | 3th

December (4)

getting fat at this time of the
year (5)
2 Closely connected to 28ac (6)
3 Written in 23ac (7)
4 Don't forget them at Christmas
(4)
5 Fluffy insides of baked apples
added to ale for the traditional
Sussex wassail drink (5.4)
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7 Colour of Santa's coat (7)

9 The Trafalgar Square Christmas
tree s a gift from this city (4)

14 E'en confused for a maiden
name (3)

15 Fruity, sweet ingredient for pies
which originally contained beef (9)
17 Black as pitch among the stars
(3)

19 You need a steep one for
sledging (7)

20 Worshipping — as the shepherds
did the infant Jesus (7)

22 She sings sweetly in the choir
)

24 Something to puzzle over in
your Christmas cracker (6)

25 - on earth — what we all ask
for (5)

27 A little of what you fancy! (4)

SOLUTION TO ROYALTY IN
SUSSEX CROSSWORD

ACROSS

6 Magi, 7 Lion, 8 Lewes,

|0 Disarmed, | | Albert, |2 Pole,
|3 Amberley, | 6 Hunting,

|8 Paunchy. 2| Invasion, 23 Cuff,
26 Stuart, 28 Midhurst, 29 Grant,
30 Head, 3| Tree

DOWN

| Cadiz, 2 Mikado, 3 Cowdray,

4 Herb, 5 George The,

/ Lampoon, 2 Garb, 14 Ran,

|5 Furniture, 17 Tea, 19 Acceded,
20 Enemies, 22 lota, 24 Fourth,
25 Usher; 27 Anne

Frith Wood guided walk.
23rd September

Just north of Northchapel on the busy A283, a tricky turning on a fast road but the
gate is open for us and there is the luxury of ample parking. Neil Humphris the
Leconfield Estate Head Forester and his wife Teresa are there to greet us. An
enthusiastic group of sixteen, including five year old Connie and two dogs were
given a mandatory safety talk, and then we set off along a narrow path into the
woods. In truth it was hardly a path at all, just a winding trail occasionally marked
by a splash of red bio-degradable paint — perhaps a precaution in case one of the
group became separated? I lengthen my stride to keep up, no dawdling here in
such unfamiliar territory.

I had anticipated that the walk would be interesting though I never thought that
our guide, with a very useful portable microphone system (please note
Chairman), would assail us with such a cornucopia of arboreal facts from the very
word go. Neil explained that the woods had been Leconfield until the early 1970’s
when they were sold but bought back again — relatively unscathed in 1995. Like
Flexham Park the wood is dotted with old quarry pits which can be a hazard for
forestry workers and unwary walkers alike. We halted in a plantation of young
oaks, age is relative when talking about trees and these were 21 years old, self-
sown from acorns where they fell. Neil tells us that it was a rare example of nature
rather than human intervention creating a valuable parcel of woodland.

‘An enthusiastic group...
Photograph by Gemma Levett.
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4. Lombard Street. 5. Middle Street.
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8. Middle Street.
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Evidently at one time local people fetched the water straight from the Spout but
in more recent years it was pumped by hydraulic ram to a holding reservoir in a
field up above Barnsgate. From there it would be fed to the cottages in the village
and a good deal beyond. The ram needed a good head of water before it would
pump and occasionally at milking time when the coolers would be working hard
the farm would draw off more water than could be pumped which meant that
some of the cottages went dry. Despite the inconvenience it would still be possible
to collect water from the basin by the Spout. Above the spring and built into a
roadside wall an archway is the only evidence of a tap which once fed the cottages
and provided refreshment for passers-by or perhaps pilgrims making their way to
The Virgin Mary's Spring.

Ray reflects on his childhood in the village.

“Byworth was very much a community in those days, though as now rather
spread out. Horace Death the chimney sweep lived in a cottage by the Black Horse
and my Uncle Bill Hunt and his wife Melissa lived in one of the cottages on the
road. My sister and I now live in number 375, which in Leconfield numbering is
also 374 as it was the old bakery and shop, next door is 376 where we were bought
up so we haven’t moved far in our lifetime. There was Mum and Dad, my brother
Don and my sisters Kath and Valerie. Kath married and moved to Brighton. She
was the eldest and Valerie the youngest by seventeen years, quite a spread out

family. Dad was a carpenter and worked for Boxalls the Tillington builder. Mum
was a Sebbage and her family lived at Churchwood at Fittleworth.

William and Emily Sebbage celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary at
Churchwood, Fittleworth in | 952,
A Garland photograph.
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This photograph preserved in the Thomas family seems evocative of an era. South Grove in the
background mid-1930s. The figure with the sandwich-board is unidentified.
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he was badly injured and died in April 1943. His grave and that of his wife adjoins
that to the boys killed in the school and is a designated Commonwealth War
Grave. His grandsons Norman and Ron Thomas visited him at Roehampton
Hospital in 1943. As was the custom of the time children were not allowed entry
but he came to the door and gave each of them a wartime orange. A family
memory is of him going to the butchers to buy blood to feed the pear tree which
went with 307a and grew immediately adjacent to Thompsons Hospital. Extensive
allotment and orchard land then lay to the east of 307a and 307b.

307a is now incorporated with what was once 307b and the garden entrance on
North Street has now been absorbed into the entrance to Thompsons Hospital.
307b was home to the Madgwick family and a photograph of a Patrol Scout
standing by the Obelisk in North Street is of Mr Madgwick.

Some of the photographs surviving with Vivien Clay and her family show the
War Memorial at Littlehampton (newly renovated in 2017). An Ernest Madgwick
appears on this and it would seem that members of the Adsett and Madgwick
family visited soon after the memorial was erected. Photographs of the memorial
and unidentified family and probably friends come from soon after the war.

Born at Portslade in 1885, Ernest Madgwick had served in the 3rd Battalion,
East Kent Regiment and died at home (presumably of wounds) on the 15th
December 1916. It seems reasonable to suppose that Ernest was related to the
Adsett's neighbour Mr Madgwick.

Photographs preserved in the Thomas family evoke a close-knit working
Petworth that has all but disappeared. When first married, both the Adsett and
Thomas families appear to have moved into the newly built “New Cottages” in
Station Road, popularly known as “Lloyd George” Cottages. This would be on the
eve of the 1914-1918 war. A photograph from the 1930s of an unidentified man
with a sandwich board advertising a Whit Monday dance in the Town Hall
suggests a Petworth before television of cards at home with neighbours, whist
drives and the rest. At the very least we can dimly sense how the 1914-1918 war
impacted on the lives of ordinary people.

From the Armoury to Gallipoli

I have lived in Tillington since 2000 and have a background in research although
not in history. It all began, I suppose, with attendances at All Hallows on
Remembrance Sunday. In those days Jack Holloway, Tillington through and
through, would intone the names of those who fell in both wars. His deep voice
gave me the impression that these men had been his personal friends. In the literal

Petworth Society Magazine No. 170 37
















Petworth Society Dinner Quiz 2017 — answers

Places in Sussex (not just towns and villages)

Petworth House
Tillington
Selsey Bill

West Wittering
Duncton
Cowdray Park
Bognor Regis
Horsham

© PNV AW N

East Dean

. Cocking
Warnham
Rottingdean

. Northchapel

. Peacehaven
Fishbourne
Rogate
Loxwood

. Turner’s Hill
Lewes
Hastings

. Seven Sisters

. Goodwood
Rye
Findon

. Cuckfield

. Brighton Pier
Ford

. Charlton
Henfield

. Crawley
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Linda and Betty’s end of season walk.
22nd October

If an incentive was needed to complete this walk it would surely be the
expectation of the traditional refreshments at Osiers Farm later in the afternoon,
but that was still to come, first the walk. Twelve plus two dogs, parking at
Hampers Common, home territory for some of us. We skirt the bonfire which is
rising slowly like the metaphorical phoenix from the ashes. The “Trust’ car park is
abnormally busy, evidently the stag rutting has brought in more visitors than
usual. Needless to say the deer are conspicuous by their absence.

In the Park we follow the wall past the kennels, the hounds ignore us. The
weather is mild and dry though the clouds are ‘scudding’ and there is always the
danger of a brief shower. Past the Polish Lake — do people still call it that? No
evidence now of the nearby Polish Camp. The Beelzebub Oak, probably not the
original, but certainly ancient. A fallen tree, perhaps a photo opportunity here. It is
possible at this point to have one foot in Petworth parish and the other in
Tillington, a reminder of the Beating of the Bounds walk, was it really fourteen
years ago?

Photograph by Kim Leslie

The line of walkers is stretching out, some are chatting oblivious to the others
striding on ahead. Linda suggests a short cut, eagerly taken and we walk back
around the lake, this time we get a glimpse of the deer in the distance. The Park
seems full of people where once you could walk for hours and not see another
person. Progress I guess.
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Back through Hampers Common Lodges and to the cars for the short trip to
Osiers. The rain is just starting as Janet welcomes us in. The table is laid with
freshly made sandwiches, scones, and of course the cake. Coffee and tea (Earl
Grey for Peter) is consumed in quantities and everyone settles down to ruminate
on earlier visits. Peter doesn'’t think that the Bramley in the garden has produced
as many apples as other years, but he still manages to fill a bag with windfalls. The
rain is heavy now and the cottage is comfortable, no incentive to leave, but time is
getting on. John B. is going to a show in London and needs to get home. Appetites
sated the walkers bid their fond farewell to Osiers.

A nice walk, by no means arduous, but once again the company was first-class.
Thank you Linda and Betty and a very belated happy birthday to Janet D.

Miles

Old Petworth traders (24).
Mrs Gordon Knight

The 170 issues of this Magazine cover a period equal in time to that between the
death of Queen Victoria and the end of the Second World War: if that had been a
time of unprecedented change, it would be paralleled or exceeded by that since
the Society’s first tentative “Bulletin” in 1974. For those early issues Colonel
Maude, the Society’s founder and a nonagenarian, was, like George Garland, still
alive. Garland died in 1978.

If there are few now who remember Gordon Knights the grocers on the corner
of East Street and New Street, there were many in 1982 who had known Gordon
Knights as a going concern. Like so many of the older Petworth shops, the
premises on the corner were part of the defining fabric of a post-war town
apprehensive of a problematic future. Later Talbots, continuing the tradition, then
Quest, a marvellously inventive gift shop, then a travel agent, it is now Hut.

Brenda Knight, daughter of Mrs Gordon Knight', could cast her mind back over
the best part of a century, and remember the Knight premises extending down
New Street to take in New Street House (now to let) and what is now an estate
agents, this originally serving as Brenda’s grandparents’ kitchen. J. L. (James
Loten) Knight had used an upstairs room at New Street House, home to the
Knight family, to blend Messrs Knights' own brand of tea “packaging it all himself
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Besides those from Petworth House there are also several mass produced
bookplates found in school or church prize books generally awarded for

attendance or excellence. Examples include Frank Penfold at Petworth Boys’
School and Mary Thorpe at the East Street Girls’ School both awarded for regular
attendance in 1911 and another for Dora Hill who received the Rectors Prize at
Petworth Sunday School in 1927 that label carrying the signature of the Rector V.P.
Powell.

There are others that I would like to show but space is limited, and so finally
my favourite bookplate. This is my own, designed and drawn by Petworth artist
Jonathan Newdick it now decorates special books in my library including many on

local subjects. Jonathan has
succeeded in producing a
miniature art print of Wassell Mill
Barn at Ebernoe a version of
which can be found in Peter
Jerrome’s book Not All Sunshine
Hear. Many readers will have seen
similar drawings in the artists
seminal work on redundant farm
buildings LP: Leconfield Petworth.
EX LIBRIS MILES COSTELLO

Miles
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PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Winter Programme — please keep for reference

MONTHLY MEETINGS
ADMISSION £5 — LECONFIELD HALL — 7.30PM - REFRESHMENTS - RAFFLE

Friday 9th December:
Bertie Pearce: Charles Dickens with magic!
[Don’t miss this! P.]

Wednesday 25th January:
Miles and Peter: Petworth: As you like it? (2)
[Some surprises! P]

On 2nd March David Stephens will portray Hilaire Belloc in person.
Details in March Magazine.

BOOK SALE - Saturday 10th December:
For next year see reverse.

WALKS AND VISITS
Begin in spring.

We do have some remaining copies of “Petworth: Most of the Time”. £15. Post free direct from the
Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth, GU28 0DX or at the monthly Book Sale, also at the
Petworth Bookshop. If ordering direct please make cheques payable to the Window Press.

The special offer for Peter Jerrome: “Petworth from the beginnings to 1660 and “Petworth from 1660 to
the present day” is available until 3 1st December but stocks are now low. Also at the Petworth Bookshop
— not suitable for postal ordering.

Peter
November 22nd




The Petworth Society
Book Sale Calendar

2017

SECOND SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH

January 14 July 8
February 11 August 12
March 11 September 9
April 8 October 14
May 13 November 11

June 10 December 9

Books to donate?

Call:
Miles on 01798 343227
Peter on 01798 342562







