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On 22 September members of the Petworth Society walked in Leconfield Estate woodland with
Neil Humphris, Estate head forester. Here, recently felled oak on the left and assorted cordwood

on the right await removal. Photograph by lan Godsmark.

FRONT COVER

Lord Leconfield unveils the Petworth War
Memorial in 1921.The figures on the right
will almost certainly be the Revd . T. Penrose,
Rector during the [914-18 war and the Revd
Valentine Powell, the incumbent in 1921.

See'|914-18. A miscellany' on pages 43 to 48.

BACK COVER

A very early illustration by Gwenda Morgan.
The whereabouts of the original are unknown
and this copy was photographed from the West
Sussex Gazette where it was featured in the
issue of 26 February 193 1. Itis unclear if it is a
wood engraving, a wood-cut or an ink drawing,
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THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974
'to preserve the character and amenities of
the town and parish of Petworth including
Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit'.
It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective

of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription is £14.00, single or
double, one magazine delivered. Postal £18.00,
overseas nominal £25.00. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following.
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vineyards with the huge machines used in the woods today.

During my time at Perworth we had two tree nurseries. The first at Tillington
on the south facing slope of a paddock between the church and the A272. This was
full of spruce left over from previous planting in the woods. The new nursery was
the garden of the old house at Snow Hill in the park. The ground was very fertile,
we grew some trees there whose seed we had gathered on the estate. Usually the
trees that were left over from a season’s planting would be lined out for the next
year.

Living on the Petworth Estate was not all about work. I remember playing
cricket for the estate team with, amongst others Gerald Webb, Reg Withers and
Jumbo Taylor. My wife and children remember Lady Egremont’s Christmas
parties. | myself remember being allowed days off to go to Royal Forestry Society
events with Mr Jemmett and Cyril Banting who was also a member. I thought it
quite apt as it was the advert in the Society journal that led me to be in Petworth
Square at twelve o’clock.
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Six middle-aged gentleman meerkats

Marwell Zoo, 2 October 20| 8, Peter Jerrome

‘If it works don’t change it’ is usually sound advice, so a visit to Marwell Zoo
might have been a little adventurous given the successful visits to Standen and
Penshurst. We need not have worried: full coach and the usual sense of expectation.
Familiar enough run to Petersfield then west past autumn spent fields and through
the Mcons to Marwell. I took notes, decided after a while that there was too much
to describe, then left them in the coach by mistake.

Perhaps stray impressions are best. Children everywhere — that’s the essence of
zoos after all. Parents with pre-school toddlers, and school parties with teachers
in high-vis yellow. Zoos traditionally pose 2 problem: is it right to keep animals
in captivity? What do they think? We can never know. I think of the sloth in
the newly opened Tropical House. A notice asks for a modicum of quiet. The
sloth didn’t get it when I was there, but there he was, tucked round a tree trunk
motionless.

What the zoo does, above all, is to draw attention to the threat of extinction
facing so many species, a range covering a field from ‘extinct’ to ‘extinct in the
wild’ through various degrees of ‘endangered’ right through to ‘least concern’.

Giraffes have dark blue tongues, the ‘dragon’ looked like a plastic toy until
its eye twitched, the wild ass paddock seemed to have no one at home, as did the
okapi’s. Part of zoo life 1 suppose. Don’t give human food to the meerkats, it
raises their cholesterol levels. Six middle-aged meerkat gentlemen, sentinels and
matriarchs in the wild. We watch them fed with crickets. A predatory bird will
cause them to scamper into their holes at the call of the sentinel, a snake will suffer
a myriad bites, even be killed by the whole colony acting as one.

Two different aspects, captivity and preservation — the threatened Grevy’s
zebra’s numbers are up from 2, 5 oo to 2,800; without help they could be declining
with extinction looming. Above all, an emphasis on tending a world that man
has misshaped. Rhinos, pygmy hippos, Dorcas gazelle, Przewalski’s, the only
truly wild horse. What’s the point of taking notes? Another Debby and Gordon

triumph,

Opposite. One of Marwell Zoo's white rhines, Ceratotherium simum, incongruously yet
contentedly grazing in the English landscape — a landscape quite unlike that of the animal's native
southern Africa. These are the most sociable and the largest of the rhino family with adults
weighing in the region of two tonnes. Photograph by lan Godsmark.
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Eleanor, known as Nellie, was working as a servant at a house in Linchmere, and
it is likely that she walked back to Milland on her days-off to see her parents and
friends. In 1918 she married a Welshman, at Iping Church, and so the wedding
party was probably held at her home in Milland Lane, Liphook. Perhaps Ethel
was there, when Eleanor Boniface became Mrs. Edward Jones. Ethel must have
known her and admired her — considering she took on the name ‘Eleanor Boniface’
as her pen-name.

[t is clear that she was interested in names and that in her wtiting she liked to
create authentic-looking place names that were like those they were based on. For
example, she coined ‘Hogg’s Hollow’ by combining the names of Hogg’s Lane with
Trotton Hollow. A pub name mentioned in that book, “The Jolly Woodcutters’
is a combination of the pub names of The Jolly Sailor that was nearby, on the
Portsmouth Road, and The Woodcutters which was in Milland Lane, and it is also
the name of an old folk song. Furthermore, many of the surnames mentioned in
her writing of Milland were real local ones, such as Stacey, Petter, Jetton, Lintott,
Marriner, and Trimmer — which are all recorded in the Milland book. And also
worth noting here is that in S'Nellie's Welsh Fairy Tales the servant is named
Mary Edwards, and her father is given as Edward Edwards; and in real life Ethel’s
family had a servant called Mary Evans (at the census of 1881) and her father’s
name was Evan Evans.

It also seems that Ethel was very interested in language, particularly local
dialects. This is something that comes across clearly when reading her Sussex
work, and also in her English renditions of old Welsh tales. Some Peaple of Hogg's
Hollow is almost entirely narrated in the dialect of north western Sussex, and some
of the old words are so obscure that Ethel writes in brackets what they mean, and
this is also something she did in a few of her Welsh tales.

S'Nellie's Welsh Fairy Tales is a collection of her traditional folk tales that had
been published, in English, in Welsh Ontlook magazine 1927-8. She wrote some
more tales and a few poems for the magazine in the early 1930s, but it ceased
publication at the end of 193 3. From 193 2-4, she also had three articles published
in Sussex: County Magazine (one per year) which were titled ‘Reminiscences of
a Country Woman’ and a similar shorter piece in The Countryman magazine in
January 1933 — which are narrated by characters from Some Peaple of Hoge's
Hollow. She also had two slim volumes of poetry published: Welsh Ways and Days
(1935) and Ofd Holy Things of Wales (1936). Throughout the 1930s some of her
Welsh tales were broadcast — in English — on the radio; and while at first these
were those that had previously been published in We/sh Outlook, those that were
broadcast towards the end of the decade included some new tales. The last two
were broadeast in early 1939, and one of them, titled ‘Jenny’, is described in a

newspaper as: “I'wo stories about a little girl who invented her own games.’
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The front endpaper of S'Nellie's Welsh Fairy Tales with two photographs of Ethel Hansen Caine
and inscribed by Ethel "To Nannie with best Xmas wishes from “Eleanor”, December [929. In
other words: To Anne Mary Wolstenholme from Ethel Hansen Caine’. The indistinct
newspaper cutting records:'CAINE — On Feb. 3, 1942, at a nursing home in Edinburgh, very
suddenly, HANSEN CAINE, late of Tuxlythe, Milland, Liphook
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It is not currently known when Ethel and Kitty left Milland. A report in the
West Sussex Gazette, 30 June 1927, talks about a display by the Tuxlythe Country
Dancers from Milland, led by Miss Heath; and so as the group had a different name
now and were led by someone else, this seems to suggest that Ethel and Kitty were
no longer involved with it. A date mentioned in the first of the ‘Reminiscences of
a Country Woman’, 15 July 1926, is given as the day the piece was written — but
it is very unlikely that this was the case (although it would take up too much space
here to explain why) and so it could well be that July 1926 was actually when
Ethel left Milland. And Tuxlythe was sold to the politician Hugh Gaitskell in the
mid-1930s, so she and Kitty must have moved out by then. They settled in Old
Court Cottage at Mayfield, East Sussex — which is where they were living at the
time of the 1939 Register.

In the summer of 1941, on a postcard Ethel sent to Nannie, from Bowness-
on-Windermere, in Cumbria, she wrote that she was now walking without any
support — which seems to suggest that she had been ill or had had a fall.

She died ‘very suddenly’ (according to one newspaper) on 3 February 1942
in a nursing home in Edinburgh. The newspaper is not known, and anyway,
the report is only three lines long (see page 41).There was no mention of her
having been a writer — yet she had had her tales and poems of Sussex and of Wales
published throughout the 19205 and 305, and, in her writing about Milland, she
had recorded much of the dialect of north western Sussex and written a lot about
southern village life and the folklore there.

After Ethel’s death, Kitty left Mayfield and returned to her homeland. She died
in Edinburgh in 1958.

None of this story would have come to light if Ethel hadn’t signed a copy of
S”Nellie’s Welsh Fairy Tales for Nannie as being to Nannie from ‘Eleanor’ and if
Nannie hadn’t written underneath the inscription: ‘In other words: To Anne Mary
Wolstenholme from Ethel Hansen Caine” And if the book hadn’t come up for sale
on Abe.books as it did in August this year, and if [ hadn’t seen it then. .. The book
also includes two photographs of Ethel pasted on to the front endpaper, and some
postcards from her to Nannie — and finding it brought me to the end of a quest
that [ set out on seven years ago: to know who Eleanor Boniface was and find out
where she had lived. To my mind, then as now, she is one of the finest writers who
ever wrote of Sussex.

This, from her Sussex poem ‘House-proud’ as by Eleanor Boniface:

Sometimes, on a stormy night,
Old house shakes, I get a fright.
Gawd! I says and prays to He,
Let 'un last as long as me,
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1914-18. A miscellany

The dedication of Petworth War Memorial in 192 | Young buglers pay their own tribute, probably

‘The Last Post’. An unattributed photograph.

On the following pages are some pieces of printed ephemera from the period, unlikely survivors

from a time of unprecedented upheval.
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GROVE LAWN TENNIS CLUB,
¢, PETWORTH. .5

THE ANNUAL INVITATION TOURNAMENT
will be held during the Second Week in September. The
events will be as follows :

Ladies" Doubles Handicap.
“Ladics Singles Ope | Knockeaut
Tuesday, Sept. 8% Mixed Doubles Handicap.
and Thuxsclay, Sept. 10. (American.)

Monday; Sep:-7-- {

*The winners of this event will be entitled to hold the
Brydone Challenge Cup for one year.
Men's Doubles Handicap.

Wednesday, Sept. 9. {Men's Singles Open.

} Knock-out.

FINALS on Friday or Saturday according to arrangements.

Play will commence at 11 a.m. edch day, except Wednesday,
when it will be at 2 p.m.

Players under 17 years of age may not compete.

Entries, with Entrance Fee, must be sent on the accompanying
Form, on or before Monday, August 31st, to the
Hon. SEC,

NEw GroOvVE,
PETWORTH,
who will also be glad to hear of anyone willing to give a
Prize for the Toumnament.

A little more than a month after the outbreak of war Grove Lawn Tennis Club plan their Annual

Invitation Tournament. Over a hundred years later we can only wonder whether the tournament

at the elite Grove Club actually took place.
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o ey
ation or by the District Visitors.

APettvorty War Memorial.

DeAR SiR (or Mabpam),
At a Public Mee_ting on January 7th, Lord
Leconfield in the Chair, the proposals of the Petworth

War Memorial Committee were unanimously adopted.

These proposals embodied :—

(a) A handsome Stone Cross, 18ft. high, with suitable
inscription, to be erected at the corner of Church Street.

(b) A stained Glass Window in the South Aisle of
St. Mary's Church, and,

(c) A Vellum Book, to be placed in a stone casket
under the window, in which will be inscribed the names of
those men of Petworth who gave their lives for their
Country in the Great War.

It is believed that these plans, when carried out, will
constitute a worthy and appropriate War Memorial for Petworth
and it is hoped that the liberality and public spirit of the

.

inhabitants will enable them to be carried out in full.

The total cost of the Memorial, as above, will be, we
believe, at least £650 and we trust that this sum will be
arrived at by generous contributions, commensurate with their

ulzeans, from all the people of Petworth.

Dopations may be sent to Mr. J. W. Stubbs, Hon. S

Treasurer, or pmd in at either of the local Banks. They will éﬂ‘”

also be r_er._e_i_\'ed by the Committee-ladies of the Nursing Auoqq-.'?' = &
. (Signed) on hehalf of the Committee,
LECONFIELD,

Chairman.

=

NSt

The appeal for funds for a memorial to honour those who died in the 1914-18 war
Mr. Stubbs was manager at the Westminster Bank in Market Square.
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i §
Dear Sir or Madam, COMRADES OF THE GREAT WAR

. | A

In presenting the Report and Balance Sheet for the past yéar ‘we beg 1o . o

3 AP ties Aet, 1916.
thank all those who have kindly given us their support in ou%engleavours to g]acg; i egistered under War (Charilies Ac

the Branch on a firm hasis: i ¥ (PE,TWORTH BRANCH).

. Numerically, extraordinary progress has been madeithe membership in-
creasing from 21 in Jannary, 1919, to 343 in January, (1920, P STATETENT OF ACCOUNTS. 1919.

The Committee feel that the movement does notloverlap any existin {
ol'g::_niz:ll_ioh. ;_m_cl l_hnugh‘-af mushroom growth has undoubtedly conIte w:fSiay. anﬁ { RECEILLS B 5 d EXPEI\DlTURE-ig
bearing In mind its origin and objects, they consider it unt cessary to apoligize | i I
for appealing for funds to carry out the programme they have in' hand. | Balance in band Jan. 1919 ...

A ; - A %4 Members Subseriptions:—
I'hey can report that the main object of the Association—** To preserve the 835 at 1/- ... y

(.._{er.ldrl:lshlp among the members and to press their claims fand ‘also, the claims 5 a1 1/6
of the Widows and Orphans of their'fellow comrades "—has been strongly pursued Donstions s
with gratifying results. A £ Boyce Pm:imerc, Teg
This sphere;of activites causes a vast amount of workjand a large clerical o Dr. A E. Kerr vask: m
expense with a consequent drain on the resources. 1'{ Major Milbourne
& Gen. Ivor Maxse

12} per cent. of Subscription
Payable to Divisional Council
Geherali Expenges ;—
G. Whitcomb, printing aad fixing
Notice Boards ..
I.T.C., Cake (Church Parade)...
Football Club ; Advt, Fixture List
| West Sussex Gazetter Advt. ...
C. Meacham Hire of Molor' Ca
for Cricket Match
A, Weiver, Printing
Receipt Books
Branch Charter
Feuty Clish'for Bar Comimittee
Stationery, Books, etc
Postage! ' ... L
Club Expenses:—

e e
T Ty - O
— - ¥
IR =T,

.—-mwlqcnomwv-_i—»-_o'ov

. A Club_ has been opened and is being fairly well patrofized, but at present J. Gwillim, ¥sq.
the accommodation is somewhat limited, and scheémes are ig.liland 1o raise funds J. Taylor, Esq,
tar its extension, q | Friary Brewery Company

e

W. Dawtrey, Esq. ...
Reyv. W. H. B. Mainprice
Capt. Wilkinson, aR.C.8.
b Mrs. Evans {
A Cricket Club has been formed and promisesto bea success, thanks M, | Mills H ] Bl
s : ) eadquartéts, Photos, '15/-;
to the efforts of Mr. E. Boyce Podmore in obtaining a mutual arrangement with the \.E.“ g!%er ik I;lnrll;?cilxce 5,."0— 4 .0'
BLEICC, I L T. Madgewi .. e ] S1GETER
4 Comrades Club Subscriptions... @ { C. Denman, Furniture o}
Other spheres of recreation will be promoted forthe older members if Sale of Badges Lo B &”KEF‘S"-‘LL-_"HKS. t:hieco\'ers, eic
finances will allow. i Proceeds of Billiard Table ... & 2 Bar Committee, Mugs

: Half Years Rent
A fund opened at Christmas among the members 'tof give a gift to the Loan to Caretaker

Widows and Orphans' raised a sum of over £10 which was distributed in varying Jita (i ¥ Fixing. ]\‘Iemburship"ilo]!, 2}6,
amounts and greatly appreciated. - £ ; Al AN AT Playing Cards, 10/~

The desire iz to maintain a comfortable Club where' tt’xc members may. be
able to spend their leisure in  clean surroundings and with the provision of enjoyable
recreation, whatever their taste or inclination. L

RO Une D000

CodoooooS CoDoO. e A

AT RS R e
=
fon Rl iR

=
L

bink i ; & 4 : i ohnson, lips to' cues, 4/8; Tate
We think it necessary to mention, however, thatythe members them- 3 1 AR : Johns sk AT CO e, :

P et % * : Frame, etc. 4/6.., !
selves are contributing (o the best of their ability and donot desiré to rely entirely on | T (i | Jnight.Mat b/ PelleltGames 7/8,
donations for \?:e advantages they may receive Irqm the agsocfation. ! : Weaver, papers, £1 8s. 1ld.*
To. carry out the programme the committee haveyingview entails rather a 5 14 Arnold, papers, 15/10, ...
large expense and your continued support will be welcomed and greatly appreciated. - Audited ‘and found ‘corskect, Cragg, Gas Fiuings, 11/65

M Thajre, Repairs, 1/6 = ...
! Headquarters, Badges ;

. ':(‘? i ] . Balance'in hand

W. DAWTREY,{.ChIWman. 3 Gl Cheque Books

FREDK. G. FOX, Hon. Sec.

= o0 =N & (e o e B o=

Yours faithfully, ) 7. Baldwin & Son, Chartered Apcountants, Brighton,

Pages two and three of the Report and Balance Sheet of the recently formed Comrades of the
Great War (Petworth Branch) leaflet, 1920.
Page two sets out the aims of the organisation, which would later become the Royal British Legion,

Page three itemises subscriptions, donations and outgoings for the organisation in 1919,

46 Petworth Society Magazine No. |74 Petworth Society Magazine No. |74 47




T

Comrades,

In presenting this Raport and Propeels we are
|

relying on your continued Membership and l.upg-gsrl.
|
Remember the movement is a vast union! with the

neblest personel that any union can boast of.

If you do not require any practical |assistance
personally, do’ not forget l'hat- your subscription helps to gve
it to a comrade who does require it.

Yours faithfully,
W. DAWTREY,
Chairman q:d Captain.

COM;{ADBS OF THE GREAT WAR

(PETWORTH BRANCH). 5 Pages | and 4 of the Report and
4 et Balance Sheet of the Comrades of

Report & Balance Sheet, 1920 the Great War (Petworth Branch)

leaflet. The small type reads:

Trustees: Gen C. Lewis, E. Boyce

Trutiees :

Gy (."*huns. E. Bovce Papmorx, Esq. D A F Kee Podmore, Esq., Dr. A. E. Kerr,

i Commandan : Commandant:

5 Tue Rr. Hon. Tue Lonn Lecosriern. T-""IEZ R'L HOI“:.-['hC Lord Leconfield.
! Caplain; d i =

; Captain: W. Dawtrey, Esq.

W. Duwrney, Esa.
Treasurer: A, Scragg, Esq.

Treasurer ¢

[
3 4 {
A. Scuane, Esg Committee:
Commities : | s
A Vixcrsr. J. G. Humenney. A. Vincent, W. Tate, S. Vincent,
ity Tuzz. A/l Giset, H. Hill, A. Purser, W. Ford,

5 Vincewr, . Humnewr.
J- Riawanr, F. Baigent, W. Williams, MM,
L. Enaxs; ) .
H,G']'wxs:mr. J G. H'Jmphl"@}'_ A, E. Older,
b liie | - Bk | =
BT L::.xum-. | €. Herbert, J. Remnant, L Eager,
1

General Seeretary. H. Townsend, F. Gill, B.T. Barnett.
F. G. Fox,

Bar Secretary: A. H. Pullen.
Middie Strect, Petwarth,

General Secretary:
F. G. Fox, Middle Street, Petworth,

B ) Arford, Prister, Midlurst
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