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the way in questicn for driving horses and for teking cows to be
milked, He could recall having seen one Bridger, the Earl's ser-
vant, drive his waggon that way. Henry Chandler too could remember
a gate standing at the point where the two territories met and how
his father had bought a tree from the 9th Earl and carried it back
that way at the beginning of the century. Nicholas Weare knew of

a similar gate some 38 years before (i.e. in 1617) and had had a

key to open it. He had travelled that way some 100 times with teams
of oxen and "never was contradicted", John Rcbsen too knew of a
key, but cf no stoppage until some 12 years previously when the way
was closed '"by reason of some rudeness dene by scldiers in the late
troubles" - a rare rcference to events at Petworth during the Civil
War. Nichclas Alderton too remembered a gate, but had also seen

the late Henry, Earl of Ncrthumberland ride that way with attendants,
coaches and horses. Indecd some 45 years before Alderton's father
had grubbed up some trees and brousht them out that way. Robert
Trash had seen the 9th Earl's servants carry wood and coals that
sane way although he knew alsc of cnother way via Shimmings sometimes
used by them.

On the Rector's side the deponents are of course testifying to

show that the Barl did not have and never had had right of way from
the Ideshurst throuch the sloping field, over the strcam and up the
Parscnage Hill wain way. Robert Ward could remember nc cart way
there at the turn of the century., A stile there certainly was for

a foct way but "nce gote or wotle for a wayne way', Timber that had
been felled in the Ideshurst was carried out via Shirmmings Lane, and
there had been no gnte connecting the two domains in the time of

Mr. Smith, Rector here before Dr., Bowne. Jochn Underwood recalled
havin; fairly recently set up a 'small whaple gate" with one Carter
on the Earl's behalf but had found nc trace of a gate as opposed to
a stile, wood was carried into the town up the Leith Hill (i.e. up
the slope by the present Withy Copse).

William Satcher was somewhat guarded and testified that the Earl's
servants sometimes went the long way rcund Shimmins. One may
assume from this that they sometimes too went the disputed way.

The way from Shimmings was in fact a very long way round for it is
clear from the survey of 1779 thot the old road to Shimmings lay to
the right of the present highway, goini; down the lane past Orchard
House ond curving round to Shimmings behind the present council depot.
William Wakeford could remember tenonts crowing cats in the fields,
and carrying them throuzh the brook and up the Leith Hill - thus in
fact aveiding the usual road from Shimmings, as well as the disputed
shorter way. - 10 =

The Church showing buildings
standing in what is now the Churchyard.

Petworth House and lake




extracted from the 1610 map by
Ralph Treswell.
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Market Place, Petworth.

The Church and Rectory

showing the alternative routes up Parsonage Hill.

Gersom Butcher saw the usual way however as being via Shimmings
Lane, In fact at the turn of the century the Fursonage Hill had
been so full of woods and bushes that no one could have brought
a cart up there anyway. Nor was there any gate, simply "quick
frithe groweinge in the place". A gate was only put there dur-
ing Dr, Bowne's time. The usual way to the town was across the
fields and up Shimnmings Lane, William Bowyer depcsed that the
normal highway osut of Petworth was through Shimmin:s Lane and
between the fields known as Bowyer's crofts - formerly his
father's lands. The Earl's father's servants had driven cattle
that way to his knowledre., Nicholas Smart could remember Henry,
Barl of Nerthumberland being released from the Tower some 35
years previocusly (i.e, 1620) and a gate set up, while Emory
Puttock who had been tenant in the fields by Shimmings some 35
years before said that he had always used the Shimmings route by
way of Bowyer's crcfts. If there had been at that time another
way, he would have used it "as beinge more neere and convenient!,

Such are the various testimonies on either side - nct always
agrecing in every detail a2lthouzh it may be peossible to deduce a
reasonable outline of events, Almost certainly the Earl's wit-
nesses are correct in claiming that they had used the way through
the gate over the stream and up Parsonage Hill: the occasional
remembrance of the Rector's barn being burned down shows that.
Equally certainly there was a stile but nco farm-gate before Dr.
Bowne. It seems to be Dr. Bowne who gave qualified permission
for the Barl's servants to take the short cut to and from the
Ideshurst over the lands of the Rectory Manor, a consent gradually
withdrawn by later incumbents, but a consent taken by the 9th
Earl and his son the 10th Earl as a right of way. Whatever the
deliberations of Chancery, the incident shows that the line of
paths and the lie of the land have changed little since those
days - indeed locking down from the foctpath into the valley on
a misty morning cne might almost expect the 9th Earl to materia-
lise through the distant farm-gote with his retinue - still pre-
suming on the kindness of Dr. B:rwne, that painful pastor!

Pelleds with much help from J.T.

PETWORTH 100 YEARS AGO

It certainly scems that we are entering a new era cf violence
these days when it hardly secems safe to venture out alone after
dark, but I wonder if we whe lived in this century are actually
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UESTIONS

Has anyone any recollections c¢f the traditicns about

Springheel Jack of Hungers Lane mentioned in Mrs. Clarke's
article, or of the old lady with the cats in fngel Street
or of the incident with Queen Elizabeth and the horseshoe?

Lccording to the Tales of 0ld Petworth (page 71) Mr.
William Wild the exciseman was tricked by being tipped off
to woit for the smugglers in a ditch ''close to the gate
which leads out of Parsonage Hill into Pondmead". The two
barrells he in fact captured were filled with water while
the smugglers Mran!' 150 tubs elsewhere, Wherewas Pond-
mead? Parsonage Hill is the steep slope running up from
the brook and into the Bartons,

Mr. Holt for many years agent to the Royal Exchange Office
and a prodigious walker lived to be 92 and had his portrait
painted by H.W. Phillips and drawn on stone by R.T. Lane,
AJRJA., the resulting lithograph being dedicated to the
patrons and presidents of the British and Foreign Temprance
Society. According to the Tales (page 77) "the portrait of
this fine old Sussex farmer is still to be seen.'" But where
is it now? Do any of the lithograph copies survive?

In ancient times it was an offence to grind corn and grain
anywhere but at the Lord's mill and the court rolls cften
contain references to grinding at unofficial private mills,
In 1691 Mrs, Elizabeth Heolway (Holloway) was fined for this
offence, and again in 1692, She is described as keeping the
"Bleu Lyon'"s We know from Miss Beck!s article on Petworth
Inns that the Blue Lion lay in what is now the churchyard
on the ncrth side of North Street but this is a very rare
reference to it. inother offender in 1691 was "the widdow
west at the Bell!', !Miss Beck makes no mention of this pre-
viously unkncwn inn. Where might it have been?

T o

PROGRAMME OF MIDHURST .LND PETWORTH GROUP OF
SUSSEX TRUST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

ALL WELCOME

TUESDAY FEBRU.RY 27TH 7,30 P.M. MIDHURST INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

WINSECTS AND PLLANTS IN A MIDHURST G/ARDEN"
JLLUSTRATED TALK BY MR. M. EDWARDS

TUESDAY MARCH 13TH 7.20 P.M, TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL
HWEST SUSSEX WOODLANDS INCLUDING THE MENS"
ILLUSTRLTED TALK BY MR, J. L/RKHURST

SATURDLY AFRIL 7TH. PLANT AND PRODUCE SALE
METHODIST HiLL, NORTH STREET, MIDHURST. 10 ALA.M. - 12 A.M,

SUNDAY APRIL 22ND. P.LGHAM HARBOUR 11 A.M.
CAR PARK SIDLESH/M FERRY BRING LUNCH NO 0OGS PLEASE
ILEADER DAVID SNELLER




FORTHCOMING EVENTS

PETWORTH SOCIETY ".AT HOME"
LECONFIELD HALL
SATURD.LY 17TH FEBRUARY

NO TICKETS = Refreshments and informal discussion.

"4 COUNTRY CiMEQO"

New colour slides and black and white slides from the Garland
Collection.

MONDAY 5TH M/ARCH
LECONFIELD HALL

NO ADMISSION CHARGE = Members/non-memberswelcome,

NATURAL HISTORY GROUP OUTINGS

WEDNESDAY 21ST MARCH., BIGNOR HILL 2 P.M.

DOWNLAND WALK MAXIMUM 1 HOUR FLOWERS, LEADER PATRICK SYNGE
WEDNESDAY 25TH AFRIL,., FPLGILM IIARBOUR 10 4A.Me NO DOGS
SPRING MIGIANTS. BRING LUNCH. LEADER DAVID SNELLER
WEDNESDAY 20TH JUNE 4 P.M. BIGNOR HILL

DOWNLAND WALK FLOWERS. LE.LDER DPLTRICK SYNGE

ANYONE REQUIRING TRANSPCAT PLEASE INFORM DAVID SNELLER.

"THE THIRD E/RL OF EGREMONT"
A talk by Mrs. Alison McCann of the West Sussex Record Office.

LECONFIELD HALL MONDAY 2ND APRIL

The West Sussex fArchives Society extend a very warm welcome to
members cof the Petworth Society who are interested in local history.
EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS = Petworth Public Library.
NOW ON "IRANSEORT and TRAFFIC 1880-1938"
APRIL  "PORTRAITS and CI/RACTERS"

Please tell your frignds abcut these events
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