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The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character

and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth, including Byworth;

to encourage interest in the history of the district, and to foster
a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian, and non-
profit-making,

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the Society.

The annual subscription is 50p (minimum) for each adult member, or
25p for those between 13 and 18 years of age. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following: =

President Colonel A.H. Maude,.

Chairman = Mr. P.A, Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth.

Vice-Chairman = Mr. K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth,

Hon. Secretary Mrs. B.G. Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Bartons
Lane, Petworth, (Tel., 42226)

Hon. Treasurer - Mr. R.A. Sneller, 16 Littlecote,
Petworth, (Tel., 42507)

Hon. Membership Sec. Mrse Je Boss, North Strcet, Petworth,

Committee = Mr. J.W. Davidson, Lord Egremont,
Mr, R, Pottington, Mrs. Sonia Rix,
Lady Shakerley, Mrs., C.M. Sheridan,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr. P,M., Synge, Mr. J. Taylor,
Mrs. D, Thorpe.
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CHATRMAN'S NOTES

I an again pleased to offer an improved Society Bulletin. The
Committee were pleased with the reception given to No.l1l5 and all
copies of that issue have long since disappeared, The experiment
of putting the Bulletin on open sale was obvicusly a success, and
we have increased the printing of No.16 in an effort to keep up
with the demand. There are also four additional sides of illus-
tration. The basic assumption of this Bulletin is that Petworth
is an interesting town in which to live; our writers clearly have
this outlook and we hope our readers will share it.

The various spring functions were well-attended and successful

and Mr. Thompson appends a note on the interesting "At Home" ex-
periment in February. Similar evenings are planned for the autumn
but we feel there is less demand for them during the summer months,
Countryside activities of course will continue and details of
visits to small Petworth gardens will be announced later. Please
watch our two notice-boards at Avenings and in Lombard Street.

The Annual General Meeting is to be held on May 18th at 7.00 p.m.
in the Leconfield Hall and the Committee hope that all members will
make the effort and attend. Open discussion will be encouraged but
there will also be a natural history quiz, an exhibition of photc-
graphs, and refreshments. We are very much concerned to see that
the new year's Committee are elected by the members of the Society
and that the composition of that Committee reflects the wishes of
the Society's members. The retiring Committee numbered 16 includ-
ing two members co-opted since the last A.G.M., but two members of
that Committee are not standing again: Mr., John Davidson and Mr.
Fatrick Synge. Both were founder members and both will be greatly
missed. However we do hope to have further offerings from their
pens in future Bulletins. A separate leaflet is enclosed concern-
ing election to the Committee, but most of all we hope you will
attend the A.G.M. This is your opportunity to shape your Society
and the number of members present must be considered a measure of
the strength or weazkness of the Society itself., We shall seek
permission at the L.G.Ms to put up the membership subscription
from 50p but of course members who pay for the new year prior to
the A.G.M. will not pay the new rate until next year.
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NEW "STEWS'" FOR OLD

Stag Park and the Pheasant Copse

Fish have always been an important source of human fcod. When
fish was not easily available naturally from sea, river, or
natural pond, man set his ingenuity to the construction of an
artificial habitat in which tc rear fish, and small streams
and ditches were dammed to form primitive ponds for fish pro-
duction. Man also selected certain species of fish with which
to stock his ponds: fish which would provide a good proportion
of clean, white flesh as against visible becne and waste. Carp,
eels, perch, pike, trout and tench were all suitable for arti-
ficial farming but the carp and eel above all.

It may be that the Church, for whom fish was of great impor-
tance, led the way in this develorment: certainly carp and

eels were easily farmed on moated priory sites and many mona-
stery ponds still survive, similar in form to that at River
Park Farm near Lodsworth. In all probability the fish in this
pond - still after centuries only carp and eel - are the lineal
descendants of the original stock. Doubtless inspired by the
example of the church, the owners of the vast estateswere not
slow to set their own men to the laborious work of constructing
these "stews" or artificial ponds for home-produced fish.

The method of construction, while ingenious, was basically
simple and "stews" were constructed wherever streams (or even
very small soakage ditches on heavy clay) lent themselves to
damming. A site would be chosen often in a narrow valley and,
beginning towards the tail of the valley, would work downstream
in a series of ponds. A good-sized tree about 3 feet across
would be felled and cut to a length of some 18 or 20 feet. A
plank some 9 inches to 1 foot thick would be sawn off the
length and the remaining log channelled out (see illustration)
to within 3 feet of the butt. A layer of oiled hessian sand-
wiched between plank and tree would then form a watertight
seal. Finally the plank would be put back and pinned in place
with wooden pegs and large iron spikes. The entire construc-
tion was then inverted and laid in a trench dug alongside the
stream or ditch to be dammed. Once aet in and surrounded by
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A Wealden Industry - CGlassmaking. An impression or "pull" from a

printer's block belonging to Mrs.D. Talman of 26 Mant Road, Petworth.

clay it formed a completely watertight drain. An 8 inch tapered
plug hole was then cut in through the top of the log, some three
feet up from the butt. Into this would fit the long-handled,
square, tapered wooden plug or '"monk': this in turn would be held
in place by a huge frame of oaken timbers rising well clear of the
water, At River Park this is situated some 15 feet out intc the
water, but of course in such cases a service platform connects with
the bank. The whole plug shaft would be surrounded by caken slats
to keep back debris. This then was the "“penstock" or "draw-off! -
that illustrated was excavated at Cock's Fond between Whites Green
and Stag Park Farm,

On completion of the penstock the labourers would then excavate

the bed of the pond and remove all vegetable matter to the sides.
The dam itself was constructed with clay and subsoil from the pond
bed or from a nearby "borrow pit'"., These materials would be carted
to the dam and rammed 3 inches at a time to form eventually a tri-
angular shaped dam, usually carrying a 10 foot road cver the top.

These dams and ponds varied in size according to the span, depth
and length of the valley in which they were situated. A typical
"stew" could be 300 feet across and 15 to 20 feet high, giving 8
to 10 feet of water at penstock. The pond would be some 1CO feet
wide across the base and 25 feet across the top; a total area of
2-lt acres with a rough cubic capacity of some 2 million gallons.
Into one side would be built a high level overflow of natural
stone which would often tumble down steps, through the main tun-
nel and into a stone chute. This is turn would connect downstream
with the next pond in an interlocked series,

Most of these ponds have in the course of centuries suffered the
ravages of flood, natural decay or a combinaticn of both. Often
the stone overflow walls have simply collapsed and the stew has
been abandoned to dry out and run wild. Toward the close of the
18th century there appears to have been a tendency to reconstruct
the old penstock system. Solid 18 inch brick wing walls were
built at a 40 degree angle with a hollow 18 inch headwall contain-
ing an 18 to 20 inch ocaken docr which could be raised vertically
by means of a rack and pinicn device. When down, this sealed an
average 18 inch or smaller 9 inch brick barrel drain which dis-
charged on the far side of the dam. Where the old penstock system
had survived the new was often built directly on top as was the
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bulbs of daffodils or hyacinths which have been used in bowls
for the house, but not neglected and dried off yet please.
South of this there is space for a scarlet ocak. Along the
curving front of this area we propose a dwarf hedge of the
Hidcote form of dark purple lavender and behind some groups of
hydrangeas, hardy fuchsias and a few camellias and silver=
leaved plants such as Santolina and Senecio maritima, and Jack-
man's blue rue. Cuttings of these will be welcome to help form
large groups.

In front of the surgery to the South there will be a narrow ter-
race of grass with four rose beds, for which we plan four hybrid
teas or floribundas free-growing roses, such as 'Queen Elizabeth',
'Iceberg', 'Elizabeth of Glamis' and 'Pink Parfait' with mauve
violas as an underplanting. The soil here is heavy with a high
proportion ofclay. Below this is a steep bank about 100 feet
long by 8 feet deep and since this will be difficult to mow we
plan a large planting of St. John's Wort, the rose of Sharon,
Hypericum calycinum, and in a year or two small plants should
spread and grow together to make a carpet of green and gold.
This might be intermingled with Eleagnus 'Emerald and Gold', a
free-growing form which also is colourful and spreads fast.

Finally at the bottom and to screen off partly the new allotments
there will be a hedge of copper beech which is thick and more de-
corative than the ordinary beech but may prove too expensive for
the lengthe. On the fence to the West which is the side most ex-
posed to the prevalent winds we plan, in the lower part, a border
of white Wichuriana hybrid roses which grow freely from cuttings
and grow 6 feet or more in a year once established, while above
it the bed bulges out more and there will be hybrid musk roses
such as 'Buff Beauty', 'Penelope' and 'Felicity' which have a
double season of flowering each year.

Finally to the north of the surgery, space is being left for a
doctor's house but in front of it we plan a couple of soulangeana
Magnolias such as 'Picture' and 'Alba Superba' and in front of
them a narrow edging of silver-leaved plants and possibly a few
annuals to give temporary colour, Groups c¢f annuals may this
year be planted in front of the trees and shrubs in the West
border as a temporary measure, depending on the labour to keep
them being available. Of course a complete planting cannot be
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Two more mid - Victorian pictures of Petworth.

Somerset Hospital

Petworth Gaol
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Reproduced from the group of documents Petworth House Archives 5558-5576 by kind permission of Lord Egremont.
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A 15/3 Mrs.J.Johnson of Seaford College writes: Mr.Holt, the "prodigious
walker" referred to in your question was my great-great-grandfather, my
grandmother Fanny Holt ( who married Thomas Leppard ) being his grand -
daughter. We have an excellent copy of the Lithograph hanging on the wall
here and there are several other copies distributed around the family.

expected this Spring and some mey have to remain over till the
Autumn. There are other possibilities including a fine stone wall
along the West side and also to the North.

Any offers of spare plants, bulbs or bits should be made to Dr.
Morgan or Dr. Smith at the Surgery or to me at Byworth Edge.

Patrick M. Synge.

DEER IN PETWORTH PARK

Visitors to Petworth Park increase in number year by year and with
them comes an increased concern and awareness of the Park and its
deer. Some years ago, it was recognised that the deer throughout
the Estate should no longer be treated as vermin, but should be
regarded and managed as an asset, The Park herd of fallow deer,
now probably the largest enclosed herd in existence at over 1,000
head, also began to be managed along more commercial lines than
previously.

With any stock of deer, enclosed or wild, there is a natural turn-
over, nature's way of balancing the stock against the availability
of food and selecting the fittest. It is this natural surplus,
the cull, which forms the basis of good deer management. Some of
you, I am sure, will have been irritated by the need to keep the
Park gates closed until 9 a.m. whilst the cull was being carried
outs Culling the herd is a humane and highly selective process
which cannot be hurried. ©Selection of the poor quality juveniles
and the old deer past desirable breeding age, takes beth time and
patience. Meat from the herd is sold either locally, direct from
the Estate or through butchers, or it is exported to Europe,
mostly Germany. Much of the income is put back into Park main-
tenance, pasture improvements,wall repesirs, pond maintenance and
the 1like, the National Trust also benefitting from the proceeds.

Not all the surplus stock in the Park is culled, however, and
animals are also caught up alive for sale, often export. These
animals go mainly for blood-stock improvements in other herds, in
much the same way as a farmer introduces fresh blood to his dairy
herd or whatever,

Handling wild animals is a very delicate and skilled operation.

The methods are used, either the selected animal is anaesthetised
15 -
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A VIEW OF THE PETWORTH TUDOR REVELS JUNE 1938

The chief item of the Revels was a historical pageant on horse
and foot illustrating the visit of the young King Edward VI to
Petworthin 1550, The proceeds went to the Sussex Church
Builders Fund and to the Senior Church School. The Revels were
officially opened by Countess Bessborough in a Petworth Park
resplendent with richly decorated Tudcer booths and even a mack
Tudor village with its own market cross. Given its cobbled
streets and historic buildings Petworth is an eminently suitable
town for such a pageant and strange sights were to be seen - a
curious cavalcade of old and new. Edward VI could be glimpsed
in off-duty moments riding in a motor-car and Tudor peasants were
to be seen on bicycles! My own groom had to travel from Wis-
borough Green riding my horse and leading the pony my daughter
would ride as a mounted page. This was a task I think he far
from relishedl

Mrs, Provis the Rector's wife had arranged the elaborate costumes
with a theatrical costumier in Lopndon and marvellous they were
too. All had been previcusly tried on at the Rectory. I saw
little of the opening ceremony itself, as being a member of the
King's entourage, I was stationed on horseback at Snow Hill
waiting to gallop down at a given signal. This was less easy
than it might have appeared for, the hunting season being long
past, cur horses had been turned out to grass and were all very
fresh, so that we all waited in some trepidation. When the
signal was given we all set off dewn the hill, our horses buck-
ing and squealing furiously. Fortunately however ncne of the
King's entourage were thrown from the saddlel

irii }'i'j‘:oﬁgin;i'ﬁ Q 16/1 This is a reproduction of a Christmas Card copied by Mr.Garland in
s S ain 1944, Could it just possibly be a drawing of North Street before the wall

Wishorough Green. . ; .
gh was built and when the Church still lacked the nineteenth century steeple?

It seems hardly likely = but if it is just an imaginative drawing why should
Mr. Garland have bothered to copy it ?
Can anyone throw any light on this?




King Edward VI arrives in Petworth - 1938 style'
See note by Mrs. Helme on the Tudor Revels.
Published photograph reproduced by permission.

AN UNSEEMLY SCENE .T PETWORTH FAIR MAY 1734

Most of us teday would look on Petworth Fair as a mere shadow of
its former self and it is easy to forget that Petworth once had
numerous fair and market-days. To remind us there survives a
short account of an incident at a Fair held in Petworth Square on
24th May 1734,

The house now occupied by the Solicitors Anderson, Longmore and
Higham was at that time a copyhold late Platts held on lease by
one Joseph Whicher an apothecary. In front of the house was an
awning, supported by five posts and forming a rough shed under
which several pecple had stalls on faoir days.

The conduct of the fair lay in the jurisdiction of Richard Smart,
the clerk of the market, or as he would have been called in ear-
lier days, the portreeve. Smart was an employee cf the Duke of
Somerset at Petworth House. On this particular day Smart demanded
from Mrs, Whitcombe one of the "Platts" stallholders sixpence for
her standing. She refused, explaining that she had already paid
her "show-penny'" - a tithe for exposing goods for sale, She would
pay no more as being one of Mr, Whicher's tenants she stood on his
ground and not on the territory administered by Smart. In case of
dispute she would be protected by Mr. Whicher.

At this Thomas Boxall the tithingman acting for Mr, Smart confis-
cated some tape from Mrs. Whitcombe's stall in lieu of the money
demanded, Mr. Whicher then appeared from his house and berated
Smart for harassing his tenant stallholder. James Whicher,
Joseph's brother went further and snatched back the tape. A heated
exchange followed in the course of which Joseph Whicher struck both
Mr. Smert and Boxall the tithingman.

On the Duke of Somerset crdering an enquiry into the incident
Whicher stood firm on the fact that the ground on which the stalls
stood under the awning was his by lease and that hence Smart was
out of order in demanding further dues. As regards the assault

"he owns it was rashly and inconsiderately done to strike a servant
or officer of his Grace's' and for this he craves his Grace's
pardon,

On further enquiry Smart recalled that according to the Widow
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Launder of Lurgashall, her father when clerk of the market had
received an acknowledgenment for the awning although she could
not remember how much it had been., Joseph Whicher on the con-
trary claimed that Gammer Launder when asked about this had
denied saying anything of the kind and said that if Smart had
reported her as saying this then he was a rascal. On the con-
trary she had told Smart that her father never received anything
for the awning at Platts although the White Hart (Austens),
Roundabouts and Sandhams House (Avenings) had made some such
payments.

Sonia Rix.

THE HAUNTED LANE*

A Sussex Legend

I met in that glade no goblin cross,
Nor mark'd the hoofs of the headless horse -
Who by wonder-loving Tradition is said
To gallop along with unearthly tread =
T saw no bud of the henbane flower
Of gloomy hue and cdeathly power;
But I mark'd the wild rose with its bending stem,
Of the village gueen the fit diadem -
And this was the haunt of spirits fair,
Gentle and kind - for I met them there.

Oh! when far removed from scenes like these
In vain I seck for embowering trees
Flinging at noon their chequer'd shade

O'er the silent lake in the lonely glade.
How oft to my sight shall memory bring

The path that leads tc¢ the bubbling spring -
How shall I wish to meet again

The spirits I saw in the haunted lane!

Oct. 11th, 1824,

*This lane (a genuine Sussex one) on the Petworth side of
Tillin;ston, is seid to be haunted by a horse without a head,
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NEW MEMBERS SINCE SEPTEMBER 1978

Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Beresford, Primrose Cottage, Shere Road, Ewhurst,
Surrey.

Mr., & Mrs. R.J. Blair, 1 Montier Terrace, ingel Street, Petworth.

The Librarian, Brighton Library, Church Street, Brighton.

Mr. & Mrs. J.W. Brooke, Parkside, Wisborough Green.

Mr.

Mr. G.W. Chatwood, The Running Horse, 302 North Street, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. P.A., Clements, Cedar House, Gorehill, Petworth,

Mrs, G.J. Clifford, 57B Hampers Green, Petworth,

Mrs. G.S. Cooper, Park Cottage, Upperton, Nr. Petworth.

Mr. R. Etherington, Bushey Cottage, Southdean Lane, Tillington,
Petwerth.

Mrs. 5. Geary, 69 Shcepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr., & Mrs. J.A. Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane, Petworth,

Mrs. H. Hastings, Becdham Manor Farm, Fittleworth.

The Librarian, Hastings Library, Brassey Institute, 13 Claremont,

Hastings, Sussex.

Mr. & Mrs. O.J.B. Holden, Austen's Flat, East Street, Petworth.

Mrs. R. MacDon2ld, Regent House, Grove Street, Petworth.,

Miss C. Wade, 3% High Street, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. D.,M. Williams, Squirrels, Graffham, Petworth.

QUESTIONS

Do you know anything of the photograph shown of the
Christmas card?

Where were 1) Slum Alley 2) Peter's Garden 3) The
Egremont Arms? Dr. Brydone once asked these questions
and presumably knew the answers but we have never seen
a reference to any of these places or houses.




Q 16/3 Does anyone know anything of the origin of the Hunger Lane
poem we print or of the legend of the headless horseman or
of any other strange or uncanny Petworth traditions?

Q 16/4 In an early sixteenth century will Richard Smyth of Petworth

leaves his wife money to have "chamber holly". What would
be the importance and significance of this "chamber holly'"?

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Friday 18th May 7.00 pem. LECONFIELD HALL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Natural History Quiz, Discussion, Photograph Exhibition,
Refreshments

Election of new Committee

NATURAL HISTORY GROUP: Outing

Wednesday 20th June 4 p.ms BIGNOR HILL

Downland Walke Flowers. Leader Patrick Synge.

Anyone requiring transport please contact David Sneller,

SUSSEX TRUST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION MIDHURST AND PETWORTH GROUP

Sunday 12th August Outing to AMBERLEY WILD BROOKS for Dragonflies
etc,

Leader Mr., D. Chelmick

Meet GREATHAM BRIDGE 11 a.ms. Bring Lunch

Visits to small Petworth gardens plemse sce noticeboards.

Exhibitions of photographs : Petworth Public Library

NOW ON PORTRAITS and CHARACTERS
COMING FETES, FAIRS and REVELS
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