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The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth, in-
cluding Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district, and to foster a community spirit'. It is non~
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the Society.

The annual subscription is £1 (minimum). Postal £1,50 (minimum).
Further information may be obtained from any of the following:-

Chairman - Mr. P,A, Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth.

Vice-=Chairman ~ Mre. K.Ce Thompson, 18 Rothermead,Petworth.

Hon. Secretary - Mrs, B.G. Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Bartons
Lane, Petworth. (Tel, 42226)

Hon., Treasurer - Mr, R.,A. Sneller, 16 Littlecote,
Petworth. (Tel. 42507)

Hon. Membership Sec, = Mrs, J. Boss, North Street, Petworth.,

Committee ~ Lord Egremont, Mrs. Audrey Grimwood,
Mr. R. Pottington, Mrs. Sonia Rix,
Lady Shakerley, Mrs. C.M. Sheridan,
Mrse. Anne Simmons, Mre. D.S. Sneller,
Mr, J. Taylor, Mrs, D. Thorpe.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

This is a very full Bulletin and I am keeping the Chairman's notes
to a minimum to allow space for other things. A new feature is

the Petworth walk by "J" = I hope the first of many. While we

have nothing from the W.I. book in this issue, I know that the
articles in No.1l9 caused considerable interest. More may appear in
later Bulletins. This quarter however we reprint from the Parish
Magazine of 1939 the obituary of the Dowager Lady Leconfield -
still remembered by so many and an integral part of that Petworth
which the W.,I. articles so vividly recalled.

The monthly meetings at the Leconfield Hall are over until October
but we have a very gocd programme lined up for next winter, T
would like to draw particular attention to the summer programme.
This, like the winter programme, is an experiment, and I hope it
will be as successfuls, You will find it appended on a separate
sheet. Please keep the sheet for reference. While we may put
reminders in the Society noticeboards we shall not issue separate
notices of these events.

Finally a word about the Colonel Maude memorial fund, Although it

is difficult to be precise about figures until the cost of the
church seat is ascertained, the Rector tells me that the seat
should soon be paid for, The possibility may then arise of a pro-
per cabinet for storing parochial records - a subject very near the
Colonel's heart. It depends on the cost and on what money is
available., There is still good time to make your contribution.

PeAsd s

A PETWORTH CHILDHOGD (2)

Wood and Water

The two things that loomed large every day, the necessity of,
and the getting of them.

We had two wells in the middle meadow - one had a windlass and
the other had not. The water in the top well was the purer water,
but because of the difficulty in drawing it up we used the lower.
Tt too, was good water, but mother preferred the flavour of the
upper. What a labour it was - water for cattle, water for washing
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SUNDAY 1980 (Photograph by Mr. John Mason)

Somehow the getting of wood was more interesting than drawing
water. Perhaps the different sorts of wood, and the smells of them
had something to do with it, and besides it was a dry job unless it
was raining - when it still had to be got.

Bach of us, I think, as we grew old enough, had to get the
morning's wood chovped the night before, enough to light the fire
and to kecep it going until after breakfast. We had to have a vari-
ety of thicknesses, thin and frithy for the actual lighting, thic-
ker for keeping the fire going. This was very important.

Of course, in the evening we had large logs laid across the
dogs, and these father would see to, Sometimes we had to help him
on the cross cut saw.

Father would buy part of a copse somewhere and thin it out,
and then there would be a large faggot stack to go at. In the sum-
mer we would go 'wocding', mother would come sometimes. Collecting
the dry furze on the common, which, whilst rather prickly, made
marvellous firewood, hot and fierce, but it didn't last. Ash and
oak were our favourite woods. I remember soon after we went to
Grinsteads, the timber throwers came and felled one or two of our
oak trees. It was bitter weather and mother had them all indoors
to sit around the fire for a warm, and she heated some home brewed
beer in a saucepan and gave it to them hot with a little sugar.

Poor mother - she often said "I should think I was in Heaven
if I had running water and a gas stove'., She had the one, but she
never did have the other,

But the hard work seemed worth it when we all sat around the
lovely blaze in the evenings, all reading. Mother knitted and
read at the same times Or sometimes father would play his melodeon
and we would all sing together, mostly old songs. Sometimes we
might be asked to sing a song that we had learned at school,

On other evenings we would sit around the table and play whist
or cribbage. The dog and cat would be sitting on top of one an-
other on the hearth rug, the lamp would send out a warm glow, and,
just occasionally, I would consciously and gratefully realise that
this was "home',

W.uW.
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PETWORTH CLOCKMAKERS

Stedman of Petworth

Stedman of Petworth, there were a whole family of Stedmans who
were clockmakers,

1., Mrs. Ann Stedman & Son. Challen has her working in Pet-
worth from 1858-1866. Kelly's Directory of 1862 places
her in North Street.

George Stedman of Petworth, Bcrn in 1798 at Petworth.
His wife Ann was born at Graffham in 1799. He died between

1851 and 1858. His shop was at North Street as appears from
Pigot's Directories of 1823, 1826, 1827, 1828, 1832 and 1335

and Kelly's of 1845, 1851 and 1855.

James Waller Stedman is listed by Challen at North Street,
Petworth between 1870 and 18%0,

John Smith Stedman is listed by Challen at North Street,
Petworth in 1858,

Mrs. Mary Stedman is listed by Challen Directory at North
Street, Petworth in 1859.

Other Stedmans, probably members of the same family, worked as
clockmakers in Sussex, including Benjamin Stedman who was work-
ing at 35 Western Road, in Brighton in 18453 Charles Stedman
who was listed by Challen Directory as working in Steyning be-
tween 1862 and 1870; Charles A. Stedman who was working at Rum-
bolds Hill Midhurst in 1938; James Stedman who though born in
Petworth in 1809 is recorded by Kelly's Directories as werking
at Storrington from 1845 to 1862; and Mrs. Jone Stedman whom
Kelly's list at Rumbolds Hill, Midhurst, in 1862.

George Herrington
Abel Hill

William Holt

John Johnson
Henry Lee

Jonas Levi

Levi Marks

P, Osder

James Pearson
George Scardifield
Ann Stedman

George Stedman
James Waller Stedman
John Smith Stedman
Mary Stedman
Ernest Streeter
John Taylor
William Taylor
Daniel Tribe
George Tribe

John Tribe

John Tribe

William Weeks

c. 1858
ce 1730

c. 1782-183%9

Ce 2791

c. 1845 (Market Place)

1791-1851
1855

1851
1745-1810
c. 1858
1858-1866
1798-1858
1870-1879
c. 1858
c. 1859
1888-1951
ce 1760
c. 1788
1717=
1714-1752
1703-1747
1706-1777
1858-1878

(Firm now in Dorset)

The histery of each clockmaker will be researched in turn and

printed in the Bulletin,

(Lecturer

Mr. James Alleston

in Mediaeval & Antiquarian

Horclogical Studies)

SPADDERDASHERS - A NOTE SEE BULLETIN NO. 19

The following is a list of Petworth Clockmakers
more correctly spelt

Spatterdashes or
Spatteldashes
otherwise Spats.

Benjamin Arnold ce 1832

Allen Ayling c. 1878 (Pound Place)

William Cragg Ce '1O1L

James Dewtrey ce 1725 Short leather gaiters not reaching much above the ankle.

Donnington ce 1750

John Easton c. 1755-1829 E. Goatcher.
- 12w




SOME RATLWAY REMINISCENCES

My first real connection with Petworth Railway Station was in
1937 when I commenced school at Midhurst Grammar School.

It was the practice to cycle to the station, leave cycles in

the Railway Inn (now the Racchorse), and catch the 8.28 for
Midhurst, at which end there was a walk of a mile to school,
This gave full scope for "creeping like a snailsssesssss! This
was also assisted, particularly in winter, by delays to the main
line electric trains through Pulborough, for which the branch
line train waited. 1In those days boys came from as far afield
as Billingshurst to go to Midhurst Grammar School,

There was one classic occasion when due to fog and ice the train
was very late and a record, unfortunately now gone from mind,
was set up for the length of time that it took to walk from
station to school —= I think we did make it for mid morning break.

The time-table on this branch was most peculiar as there was an
earlier train at -~ I think - eight minutes past eight which
could have been caught, but needless to say never was.

The general pastime on the train was the playing of solo whist,
and as soon as the train was boarded, suitcases were across
knees and cards outs, I am afraid that the waiting room at Mid-
hurst also saw many a game of solo, luckily we were never appre-
hended for gambling, not that we had any mcney for such a pas-
time. Other than that, I suppose we were little worse than
other boys in general who travel to school on trains. There
were also a few girls who attended the Convent, and with all due
respect to the fair sex, I think we were all much of a muchness
and probably the despair of the guards. This was particularly
so at end of term and on Guy Fawkes day., Once a number of chil-
dren, fed up with waiting, walked through Midhurst tunnel and on
to Selham, not popular when found out,

Rolling stock was varied but always old, One coach regularly in
use was an open saloon with swing back seats, but non corridor
stock was also used, There was at least one occasion when one
boy went along the outside of the coach while the train was in
motion for a penny bet!

- 14 -

REPAIRING THE CHURCH CLOCK 1905
Mr.John Stedman - centre, Mr.Ernest Streeter to his right
(Photograph by W. Kevis)




Two Sussex gentlemen of the 1920s drawn by Mr. Charles Orr-Ewing from original photographs by G.G.Garland.
MR. VOICE of ADVERSANE MR. RODGERS of LODSWORTH
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During the war the author returned to Petworth Station as one
of the staff..es.

Petworth was an odd station as far as buildings were concerned,
having a wooden station building of most elaborate design as can be
seen even now. A small signal box stood opposite the station, a
large house on top of the hill above the station with a magnificent
view. A row of three wooden built ccttages which were minute in
size at the foot of the hill., Across the station yard were two
pairs of brick built houses, fully equipped with bakehouse ovens,
whose gardens ran down to the river. At the end of the yard by
the points to the loop was another house, wooden built and similar
to the station, high ceilings and large sash windows. In addition
there were the remains of a small loco shed and a pump house. The
goods shed in the yard wns small but boasted a crane and there was
a further hand crane in the yard., In addition there was a wagon
weighbridge together, of course, with a loading dock for horse
boxes.

The tracks included a passing loop which could never be
practicably used as the points at the far end were controlled from
a ground frame not from the signal box. The staff sections opera-
ted from Hardhom Junction to Petworth and from Petworth to Mid=-
hurst, and staffs were of the large stick type with keys on the end
to operate the points at Fittleworth and Selham.

The Station staff consisted of a clerk, two signal men and a
porter/signalmans The signal man issued tickets when the clerk
was off duty. I was added to this staff at the time that work was
increasing. Military camps were being set up in Petworth Park and
train loads of rubble were brousght in from London - the aftermath
of bomb raids., During the summer months the Canadians used the
woods above the station for a camp for an artillery regiment - so
passenger traffic was increasing. They never did seem to master
the pronunciation of Arundell

A peculiarity of Petworth was hcrse boxes. At that time there
was a large breeding stud at Lavington Park, in fact I think it is
still there. It was quite normal practice to send horses all over
England and even tc Ireland, They used to be walked in early in
the morning, and the stable lads would travel in the compartment
at the end of the coachs There was, of course, all the bother of
hitching on the horse box to the passenger train and consequent
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Mrs., E. Miles, Badger's Cottage, Graffham, Petworth.

Mrs., Se Mills, 11 Park Rise, Petworth.

Mr. W. Mouland, c/o Petworth Fisheries, Poun Street, Petworth.
Mr. Je Murray, o5 Messrs, Cubitt & West, Market Square, Petworth.
Mrs. Je O'Leary, The 0ld Rectory, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs., L. Wakely, 19 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Mrs. B, Webb, Magnolia Cottage, Pound Street, Petworth.

Mrs. K. Will, 7 New Street, Petworth.

and the following Members joined since March issue

Mrs. D. Bryder, 34 Russell Close, Bast Preston, Sussexe
Mr. P.B. Dudeney, 89 Redhill Road, Hitchin, Herts.
Mrs. F. Roberts, Oak Leys, Westside, Tillington.,
Mr. R, Taylor, 10 Pound Close, Petworth.
Mrs. Ge Thayre, Manton House, Arundel Street, Fratton,
Portsmouth.
Mr. B. Webb-Wale, Stoberry Cottage, Graffham, SussexX.
Miss M. Ashby, Rectory Gate Ccttage, Petworth,
Mr. P, Baigent, 11 Herringbroom, Graffham Road, Petworth.
Mrs. A. Boakes, 9 Oakwocod Court, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs. Je. Christie, 4 Roscmary Close, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs. R. Dandy, 1 Thompson's Hospital, Petworth.
Mr. W. Ede, 14 Lund House, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs, D, Fisher, Highgate Cottage, Ball's Cross, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs. E. Forrest, 22 Pound Street, Petworth.
Ge. Goodyer, Flat 54, Wyndham Road, Petworth.
D, Hill, c/o Cubitt & West, 0ld Bank House, Petworth.
J. Holden, Colhook, Northchapel, Petworth.
& Mrs. J, Humphry, The Wall House, Pound Street, Petworth.
Je Moase, Fircot, Burton Common, Petworth.
& Mrs. T, Plummer, 7 Rosemary Close, Petworth,.
L. Potter, Uphams Cottage, Upper Easebourne, Midhurst.
Mrs. Pottington, 11 Station Road, Petworth.
Mrs. F, Sherston, Dove Cottage, Tillington,
Mrs. M. Whitcomb, The Welldiggers frms, Petworth,.
Mr. F. Speed, 1 Rosemary Clocse, Petworth.
Mrs. M. Sadler, "Shambles", 19 Rothermead, Petworth.







