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:; Petworth ch1e+" was founded in 1974 fto wroserve the
character on d onmenities of the town and norvish of Petworth, in- T o writine S-ose notes befcowe the A.G.M. on May 13th but this is
cluding Byworth; t cura intersst in the history of the probably o ;_ ad . i P ._;_ few reflections on the progress
district, and to foster o comnunity spirit", It is non- oF Hhe 85 ; lkuAs fairly stable in its present
political, non-sectorian, .nd non-pr.fit-making. form. It i- Socicty's moin cxpense but I weculd think the con-
. sensus would Le tiint it is werih it. The monthly meetings and walks
abership is open i ey 1 Tespective “f »lace or residence, - now appear well-estahlis and likely to continue much in their
interested in furthcrinq the ohjects of the Scciety. present form, At o
" - o b I o X > Y changes to the constitutions. Firstly we shall ask for the Committee
e annual subseri-tion is 21 (minimum). Pistel £1.50 (minimum). to be glven the nower at their January meeting to decide the sub-
»ther informotion moy be cbtained from any of the following:=- scription for + B ming yeor in view of the projected cost of the
Bulletins for the coming year, At the moment we tend to subsidise
the memi.crsh on't disagree with this in principle and we
CLoirnan ~ lire P.A, Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, don't exist to mcke a srofit, but obviously we need to keep an eye
Petworth, on tiie fincncial situation and adjust as necessary. Another pro-
delete tae v-riocus restrictions on membership
It scens obvicus that we need the best people

- e O - =
- Hre ReCe Tho NS 0on, 16 Reth LI‘J‘.':E:J.E]., Fetworth. ot thay recident in P:tworth or l'lD‘t, whether t‘.’ey are

Hon, Secreta Hrse Be.Ge Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Bartons ':'1L that with the -roundwork done we can look gradually to
Petworth, (Tel 42226) one of our activity. T do not mean in the sense of
inereased nwabe f m. tings or walks: I think the inter-
reen them are about risht - but in other ways. We are in-
lire ReA. Sneller, 16 Littlccote, 2sted in the Poetworth census rcturn of 1881 which should be
Petworth, (Tel, 42507) availnble next year and pronose to make a donation to the County
Rec 'rd Office to help their purchase of the West Sussex census for
that year from thc Public Record Office, We are also hoping to
>t, Petworth. buy for the So ty print-outs ;f the census returns for Petwcrth
in 18%1, 1851, 1301 and 1671 - the returns earlier than 1841 are
] atly infornstive to Justlfy our copying them. We would
Grimwood, hope to devise some means of milting these available to members., We
i Jergaret Hill, have storted a Society scrap-bock (kept by Julia Thompson) and we
i S onia Rix, Mrs. C,ils Sheridan, are thinting obout o Petworth Scciety plate in bone china in a
lirs, Anne Siumens, Iir. D. S- Sneller, - limited edition ~nd available strictly to members only. I may be
ir. do Toylor, liiss Julia Thompson, able to say a little iore about this at the A.G.M.

DL

Regarding the vexed questinsn of 1~rry weights I have received cdet il-
ed replics from both Mr, antl‘ﬂy llelscn M.P. and Mr, Madron Seligman
MelisPe and I inclvde Mr. Selijmanls reply in this Bulletin. T also
include a renly from the Dorish Caunc11 to a letter about the cob-
bles in Lomhord




Lastly Mr. Beesly of 31 Grafton Road, Selsey, would like to ﬁu Stlgn 1 Tse cost of reinforcing British Bridges will be between
purchase the following bocks e o) ion and £1.350 million. Who will pay and
1) Lady Maxse: The Story of Fittleworth. soent before we allow 44 tonne lor-
2) Lord Leconfield: Duacton and Sutton ilanors.
to pay,; in order to enable EEC lorries

If anyone has ﬂﬂtﬂ;r of tliese books ;rd would like to sell them daliver snd collect in Britaine.

they can phone Mr. Bessly on Selsey 4249 (evenings) or write to » : ; :
by > ents With the EEC budget so tight, this money is
Loniienty gat, o

very H111 cely to be available, except in the form of a
P.AuJa lozn, whiich :1d zresumably be unacceptable at present.
Furthermore, if such a sum were available it would be
Eﬁgﬂ_H°R:J§§£EiEQEQlﬁ%ﬁi: better spent on by-passes, repairs and environmental
February 27th 1981, imrrovenents with the existing 32.5 tcnne maximum
weisht lorries, lct alone larger ones.,

Dear lir. Jerrome, Quostion 2 Heavier lorries will have strong engines and make more
kb Tt L e i ® 0 = ) ; . b ~  noisc, emit more fumes and consume more fuel?
Thank you for your letfer of 10th Teb “Tf, received via Luxem-
bourg concerning the possibility ths t the Government could raise
the maximun weight of lorries to 40 tonnes (according to th Opacts 3 IHow can it be »isht to increase axle weights from the
European Parlianent) or 44 tonnes (accordinc to the EEC Commls- (= vrescnt 10.1 tonnes to 11.55 tonnes (inéluding 5%
sion). I reco;nise the ??lldlbI cf the many points you raise, tolerance) il the Americans are regretting even increas-
ing them to 9 tomnes. Have you consulted the Americans

Armitage's answer to this was not satisfactory.

I myself am deeply disturbe 1Y the prospect of heavier lorries
on our roads., It was L result of pressure in the Buropean
Parliament by the Briti 1servative MEP's on the Transport
v oy Loy e 1 ey <r - ay A3 v - 1
Committee, that ti _*tn . on was delayed nending the con- ranle Tie Americans must be consulted on this,

-
Question Lt Fave you estimated the total cost of your 58 recommen~—
dations, apart from bridge reinforcement?

I am fatchlu; the situation closely and will cercvainly resist un-

1

ion when the debate comes bcfore the Strasbourg ANSIWER : Nol

(eFofehs £ &
rl 1ent in the next month or two.
Comuent: Heavier lorries must only be admitted if the
~tive tiembers of the Europcan Parliament, in- coqt “of the whole marcel of Armitage recommendations

v;ted Sir Art mr Arpitage to explain his rewort tc us on February can be alfo:

Zrd last. There is no doubt he has gone into the whole matter ) ’ _ . - o

very deeply, I will therefore give you his answers to some key Whilst the auswers b tic above soints were unsatisfactory, I did

questions, Most of then inpresucd ne as sound; but others were note a nwiber of sut! Tactory asscects of Sir Arthur Armitage's
"te, and I shall do alr e st to resist a: Iy new ngl slation rePOl‘tn

tﬂsfactorj answers have bcen riven to these particular S ’
1., Existing damzze to environment unacceptable

50 out of the 58 »noints in %i.e2 report are concerned with measures to
The answers wiich regarded as unsatisfactory were:- i '
& Gl a8 unsatis Ty W : improve the existing enverL.,nLal situation based on a 32.5 ton
limit, Even the last & rccommendations are reckoned to improve the

e
= 5 -




present intolerable situation by ensuring less environmental
damzge, due to the imoroved axle desisn reducing road damage,
However much one may disagree with some details, Armitage is de=-
finitely aiming ot an improved enviromme»t by the year 2000.

Zla ail, Canal Ontion

Transferring freight from lorries to trains, canals and pipelines
would only reduce lorry ireight by 2%%. Trains could only handle

40 million tonne-miles nore per year.,

78% of freight is carried by road, 144 by train and 8% by canal
or pipeline,

5« Dimensions limited

While Armitage recouniends heavier lorry weirhts, he recommends a
limit on height and ounly a half metre increase in maximum length
to 15.5 metres s0 28 to e able to carry a 40 ft. international
container,

L, ¥Heavy lorries must pay for their damage

— e & -

Armitage recommends much heavier taxes for heavier lorries because
heavy lorries cost 15% of the cost of new roads and cause Q0% of
road maintenance costs. Consequently Armitage recommends:

(2) that heavy lorries si:ould pay taeir whole load track costs
plus £50 million a year,

In addition the I'rei; ;
lorry owners should nay th gt of road accidents which is

£125 million a year.

Furtiizrmore lorry owners should »ay for the cost of pipes and
sewers damaged under roads,
lorry owners should ray the cost of inproving so-
rry action areas, like Cheyne Walk on the Thames
Embankment, where lorry traffic is unbearable.
I do think that tlere is a fyri-htful problem as far as Petworth is
concerned and I slhiall o e any increase in lorry weights until
of the present rccommendations have

been sslved.

ilowever, in conclusion, we ust recognise that lorries have become
an integral »art of Sritish indvetrial life and that to compete
with European competitors we must be on equal terms with them.
Yours sincerely, D. Parsons. pp MADRCN SELIGMAN
ey -

North Street traffic. A photograph by John Mason.




30th larch 1981,
Dear Mr. Jerrone,

g revlacement of cobbles in Lombaxrd
> 2ans lltt]e chance of progress at
toot the work was carried out by the

25 wosition to say that it is completed
lhis sees To be due te a loldup in Golden Square over rishts of
way and tech 1d thids work is connected with Lombard
Street.

The Corrzty Coun
clear by ©
safely storud
work.

Yours sincerely,

D. Simpson.

Clerk.

and IARES

In my schooldays ticre were coursing mectings in Petworth and

L

sportsmen case from all over the country.
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Walter Dawitrey move everyone a lunch at Soanes Farm,

sclicol. mat Bubbl Norham and me went walking up hares for lr,
Jzeyhounds to train for the Waterloo
day afternoon, a lot of roney in

My

to Russia to slip hounds for the Tsar

Cowming home one we Yz i 'Piclkle! Hammond, a well
tnown poaciier, Se: 5 _“i 2t caurht him putting down snares for
the court,

to Sergeant Knight "How do you know
He said that the snares were set
















that finally destrecyed the kind of life I T

Servants wore livery up till then but not afte and of course
during the war the nunber of men available was very limited,
while after it there were never azain the numbers of servants
that I had once knowm.

(iirs, Greest was tall:izz to the Editor,)

A BOMB AT DUDHAM

——

Part T Seotemicr 29th 1940

This is the story cf the bomb at Dulham removed by the Army in
1968, It had lain buried in the corner of a field upstream from
Rotherbrid-e for nearly thirty yeocrs bubhad in its random way

drawn quite different neople topether knowinsly and unknowingly
at quite difforent timeS...

With a three-quarter moon trailing a hich filmy mackerel sky
and a few odd flecliis of woelly cloud lower down drifing aim-
lessly across the late swier heavens Sunday 29th September
had becn a warm sunny day as were most cf the days during that
7y beautiful and very eventful swwier of 1940, when so much
hapoening all around. We hed just scrambled back across the
hannel from ¥rence anc the Home Guard became reality, instead
cf men with broomsticks, and forks, as did tie action of war.

The throb cf German diesels, high in the blue sumner sky, set a
lasting image in our minds never to be forgotten. The roar of
HMerlins from Hurricanes and Spitfires r se to a crackling snarl
as they reached for the sky to tr:c;, burL and when possible de-
stroy the Heinkels, -_.ess s and Junkers that
had plagued us all sumn long. AT tlmgs, all we saw were long
continuous silvery trails in dense formation ccming in from the
sea and mingling with our own fighters, as they reached the same
height., The same silvery vapour trailed from their super-
charpged exhausts cnd criss-crossed those of the bombers as they
vainly sougnt for the blind spobts either in the formation or to
single cut one plane, sSeparate it and drive it away from its
aroup, where it could be cut down by the concentrated fire of
eight Browning guns sebt to hit the same spot maybe two hundred
vards ahead, Sometimes, a trail would turn swiftly to grey,
then blacken r"d roll awzy amid the distant rettle of maehine
guns and the thump of German cah?on to spiral carthwards with
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Some teenage recollections”,

Ice-hockey in Petworth Park - see

Photograph by George Garland.




From. PLRra of lklO
Feuce RKeFaReD Vo wxxx x

R Srreels Lawe

Colhook in 1610 and in 1970 drawn by J. Taylor.
(see "An enclosure at Colhook Green",)

: T




In the old kitchen at Petworth House.
(See "A housernaid at Petworth”., )

Photograph by John Mason.

an ever~increasing whine, often to plunge deep into the chalk of the
downs or weald clay.

Sometimes one wouvld be driven down badly shot up but still being
held desperately in control. Taiere would be shaking and shudderin-
pieces falling off, en: ris-firing and bombs being jettisoned
as the fighters raked it with bursts of fire, The feats of airman—
ship by some of thcse r; men on both sides were incredible.

September 29th 1940 had bLeen one such a day. The last of the day-
light raicers had left tlic scene by 6 p.m. and we did not expect a
lot during that nich The sun had pone down, a red and promising
ball of fi > for the fcllowing day, FEach day and ni-ht held an un-
known conteont for us, usually from the air. Was this coming night
to be quiet and necacefn r what?

The sun disapocared in a red laze behind the trees across the Park,
the red turning te scld, -urnle, deep violet then paling to green,
and the evening stars peered throu-h the now deepening darkness
while flecks of cool —rey cloud drifted in to the lower cooling air,
We boys Lad cur usual

to look for any lai aiders &u the darkness deepened, so the
Searchli hits a01’ﬁs the length cnd breadth of the Weald and beyond,
southwards over the Downs to Brirs nton, Portsmouth and the west,
gradually ran up their dlum,La to try their beams, coming on and off,
and arcing across the s ey were “iant fingers of ligzht, swecp-
ing and s_u:chinq, formis;; a cone perhaps on one of our own planes
as practice, Then after a 2alf to three quarters of an hour, one

by one they would close down and the waiting game began all over
again,

It seencd to us that toni 't was indeed going to be quiet so we
headed back for a feou ames raund the streets and alleys in the town,
then home to listen to wiatever may be on the radio. Perhaps Haw
Haw might <ive us a clue to what was in stors, he Jid sometimes, in
a crafty callous sort ¢f sut not cven that tonight. Thoush
all seeimed unusually sii;'

that particular Sunday, was to start a new phase of the German
bombing Loc¢n;que.

In fact unbelnows to usz hiﬂ tue last of the daylisht raiders were
leaving, other grouss the channel on airfields scattered all
along the French coast were Juiug armed and bombed up ready for a

- 17 -
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saort cane and talzes about 1 hour, it is over
shoes are all the footwear needed. We do
to recach the starting point.

In our car we leave Petworth by Station Road and carry on past
Coultershaw. Here where the old mill stood a band of keen enthusi-~
asts have becn restoring the old water driven nump which used to
pump river water up to Petworth, aifter countless hours of labour
the nroject is nearing completion and will soon be on show to the
public. About 7 mile further on we turn left on the road to
Burton Mill and the Roman Villa and in a few minutes reach the
lovely Burton Ponc, Here ancther rcstoration job has been done
and at times the mill can be seen crinding srain.

A little further on we come to a cross roads and turn right to-
waerds Sutton, We must park now as soon as possible and there are
several places on the grass verge near to the cross roads.

Walk now towards Sutton past the turning mari:ad Barlavincton and
about 3 or 4 huidred yards on we tale the first turning to our
right. When we rea the house wiich ie called Sutton End we
nove off to our right alon; the nath which las the chestnut fenc-
ing along its rishat side, and keep going until we come apgain onto
the hard road. ILow we turn left and travel aloag the road for a
shert way and we will see a vather lovely litile stream emerging
from the woods tc our ileft down water falls and under the road,
shortly after this tie¢ rozd bends to the left but we keep straipght
on throush the gate maricd Crouch Farm and along the lane in front
of the housc, .5 lane passes betwecn high banlks and the trees
growing along thc top expose their rocits in many unusual and at-
tracvive forms. Scon we come to the larse lake belonging to St.
liichaels Schcol znd here we see another scmewhat larper water fall
which is emptyineg into the top end of Burton Mill Pond. A little
fvrther on, just w.st the pond there is a small hut in the woods
to cur left znd if we stand quiet it is possille to hear a dull
thud at regular interval ming from tiie hut this is a hydraulic
ram which is used to -um ter. The hydraulic ram is driven by
1 sing through it, and it pumps a small amount
wvzter usually to a lar-e tan!z somewhere at a much higher
y thesz uvscl to be guite comuon many yecare azo before our
mains esvered such a large area, but to find one still
P
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Walter Kevis,

Photoeraph by
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