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This is a very serious problem. On present principles the
financing of the December magazine looks precarious to say the
least. It is probably idle to appeal for direct donations but
obviously any contribution of this kind will be most welcome.
Possibly a special fund might be set up to finance a particular
issue - in this case the December one.

More promising perhaps on a long-term basis will be to offer
advertising or sponsorship space for September and December. The
magazine's capacity as an advertising medium is at present untapped
and I would be prepared to talk initially on an informal basis with
anyone who would be interested. Failing that we shall perhaps
approach possible sponsors or advertisers ourselves.

Your thoughts on this? This magazine gives Petworth a sense of
continuing tradition in an age of sustained and often disconcerting
change. If you care for Petworth I hope the future of this
magazine will concern you too.

Peter.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

This Bulletin should appear a day or two early to give prior notice
of the United Reformed Church musical week put on to aid
restoration funds. The U.R.C. is an integral part of Petworth life
and the Society is pleased to be able to help in a practical way by
providing publicity for the fund-raising effort.

The last quarter has seen three excellent speakers and good
attendances both at the monthly meetings and the annual general.
Fred Shepherd's visual presentation in February was all that we
have come to expect from him; it hardly seemed two years since he
was last with us. Tony Whitcomb's very personal and humorous view
of English Canals attracted a full house in March, and a very
appreciative full house at that. Alf Simpson's pictorial
introduction to Ebernoe Common Nature Reserve was absolutely
fascinating, an object lesson in clarity and good humour.

John and Gloria's Valentine's Day walk attracted a large company,
took in new territory at Lodsworth and had a sunny afternoon. It
was much enjoyed. Riley's Northchapel walk in March also attracted
a good attendance on a day of determined and unrelenting rain. In
typical Petworth Society fashion no one seemed deterred. Riley
plans a rather more ambitious walk in September.

Duncton Post Office and Shop about 1905.

The Post Office has already been moved from the house on the left.

Photograph by Walter Kevis.




(2) Mr Steadman 1897.

Victorian postmen photographed by Walter Kevis.

(1) Mr Ayling - a copy made in 1895.

Roy Pottington, a long-standing member of the committee resigned at
the A.G.M. following his removal to Midhurst. His good-humoured
and sensible advice has guided our thinking on planning matters for
more years than we can remember - certainly for a good decade.
During much of that time he has been our representative on the
Leconfield Hall Committee. We wish him and Mrs. Pottington every
happiness in their retirement. The committee's nomination to fill
the vacant position is Mr. Ian Godsmark and I am pleased to say not
only that he has agreed to be put forward but also that the
nomination was endorsed by the A.G.M. Anyone who has attended the
Society's functions, whether monthly meetings or walks, will know
Ian, and I am delighted to have him on the committee. As David
Sneller and I are both on the Planning Sub-Committee of the Parish
Council the Committee's voice and view on contentious applications
is represented at local council level.

Peter. 3rd May 1988.

"PICK UP LITTER PLEASE" APRIL 17th

The first Petworth Society litter campaign took place in 1985. Its
purpose was to make Petworth look reasonably tidy for the return
visit of the Toronto Scottish Regiment. Its success in 1985 led to
its being established as an annual event. The original April date
has been kept over the years because it seems the ideal time: the
grass has not grown sufficiently to camouflage bottles, cans and
plastic bags for the summer months and the weather should be
neither too hot nor too cold. The omens this year were not good,
Saturday being very wet and cold but fortunately Sunday turned out
to be bright and sunny. Ideal weather and no need to worry about a
possible postponement. Turnout proved to be the best yet, forty
perhaps, Les and I were too busy handing out bags and working out
areas to be covered to be sure. Many were old friends but many
were new. Some covered familiar territory, some new.

Les Howard supervised operations on the Society's behalf and we had
a good supply of black plastic bags kindly donated by Mr Neave on
behalf of Messrs Austen. The object of course was not to cover
what Les. Howard already does so well but to deal with those places
that it is not part of his contract to cover. We had enough
volunteers this time not only to clean the usual places but also to
reinforce those working in particularly difficult places like the
stretch from Rotherbridge Crossroads through Haslingbourne to
Egdean. The approaches to Petworth received particular attention;






















go home with my shirt stuck hard to my back and reeking of
horse-sweat. So much for Bubbles!

George Garland would call in to collect me for his expeditions,
usually if he had some particular venue in mind where I might be
suitable. Sometimes he'd use me, sometimes not. We'd go off with
the motor-bike and sidecar, as often as not with Mrs. Garland
riding pillion. I was very fond of her and can remember on many
occasions sitting in the Station Road studio with her. She'd often
give me a cup of tea and a rock-cake. I remember once going to
Kirdford to do some fruit-growing pictures and not being used at
all. Findon Fair was a regular outing every year and as often as
not we'd take old Shep. The old man smoked the old-fashioned shag
tobacco, cutting it off with a knife rather as one would a piece of
pateé nowadays. As a boy it was the auctioneers that used to
fascinate me; TI'd watch them moving along on their auctioneers'
steps, selling the sheep pen by pen.

Another regular trip was to the snowdrops at Burton, George Garland
almost always needed a model to give human interest to scenes like
this, often a girl like Edna Nairn but he'd use me too, sometimes
on my own, sometimes with Edna. The daffodils at Hilliers were
another seasonal theme; Garland, like other photographers, had his
own particular spots where he knew he could get a picture. Another
regular trip was to Littlehampton for pictures of bathing belles, a
little daring at the time perhaps as were the young ladies in
shorts who figured in his hiking pictures. People quite liked to
be photographed then and he'd often work with whoever happened to
be on the beach. Sometimes he seemed to have a curious detachment
from what he was doing. "Have you got a fixed face?" he might say
to one of the girls and I wasn't always sure that he was being
humorous. He seemed happiest going about the countryside looking
for a picture to materialise. A free spirit? Yes, I think that's
exactly what he was.

My days with George Garland ceased abruptly in the early thirties.
When I was eleven we moved from Grove Lane to Fittleworth. I never
worked with George Garland again and indeed rarely saw him. By
that time I was at Midhurst Grammar School and, being more
self-conscious perhaps as I grew older, would probably have stopped
"modelling" anyway.

Vernon Hawkins was talking to Audrey Grimwood and The Editor.

New Street 1892,
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BISCUITS AT REDUGED PRIGES.
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New Street, Petworth.
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"Biscuits at reduced prices."
The document comes from 1894.
(Courtesy of Petworth Antique Market, East Street)

NOTE OUR PRIGES!

Corned Beef, per 2-1b. tin 9d., Cat as required 5d. ¥
Roast Beef .. ... per 2.1b. tin 8% d.
Salmon, Renowned “Orca” Brand ... per tin sgd.
Lobster, Choice Quality 8id.
Pineapples, Splendid per 2‘-lb tin Gd
Currants, Good Clean ... per lb. 2d 2—d & 3d.
Sultanas, Fine Fleshy sy 2k d 3d & 4d.
Biscuits, Cyclist (Like Tea) ... ... per ib. 2d.
5 Mixed (Iced) Vo |
Genuine Primrose Soap Y »  23d.
Plum Jam, Finest Quality .. per 3 lb jar 8;d.
Mixed Fruit Jam, Finest Qua.lity B/ 7 ?d
Sherbet, Best Quality .. . perlb. 4}d. & 6d.
Bloater Paste 3% per tin 1d. & 21d.
Flour, Good Useful ... ... 14-1bs. for 1/1
s Finest Pastry Whites i 1/5
Sweets, Best Boiled Mixed ... perlb. 4d.
Soda, Good Washing per 14-1bs. 6d.
Pickles, Assorted Klnds ... per large bottle 4d
Sauces . s pint "

INTERNATIONAL TEA cO.

New Street, Petworth.

Printea at the IsTeenatiowat TEA Co.s Steam Printing Works, Mitre Square, Loodos, BEC.

Special Offers! 1894,
(Courtesy of Petworth Antique Market, East Street)










Duncton postmen before the Great War.
Tom Goatcher (centre) with Arthur and Percy Connor.
Photograph courtesy of Miss E. Goatcher. The original is badly faded.

Duncton Post Office was a single room with a long counter set more
or less in the centre and running lengthways. As customers came in
the front door the counter was on their right. ©0ld Age Pension
came into force in 1900, five shillings a week for those who were
seventy and over, increased over a decade later to seven shillings
and sixpence. National Health contributions came in May 1912,
stamps for men being ninepence and for women eightpence. They were
mainly paid by the employers. Many of the customers were
illiterate and even in my time I can remember them holding the
post-office pen like a dagger as I guided their hand to make their
cross, then signed it myself as being "the mark of". Behind the
counter was a locked chest where we kept the money and valuables.
My father would always take the Postal Orders and money upstairs
with him when he went to bed at night.

-..22...

Rounds and uniforms were reorganised just before the Great War.
Tunics now had turned down collars and the hats had peaks back and
front. The horse and cart was replaced by the bicycle. Arthur and
Percy Connor joined up when the war began in 1914 but my father was
classed as C3 because of his deafness. He was given a bicycle and
allotted all three rounds, leaving out only Duncton Common. He'd
walk out to Ridlington, Westerlands and Lower Barn when he came
back. During the war Michael (Jimmy) Green brought out the mail
from Petworth every day, going on to Lavington Park and Graffham
but delivering Duncton Common on his way out to us.

Jimmy Green outside his rest hut about 1916.
Photograph courtesy of Miss E. Goatcher.
Again the original is badly faded.

There was a rest hut built in the meadow to the rear of the Post

Office, a wood-lined, corrugated structure with a window, a reclin-
ing bed-chair, a stove and a locker. Jimmy Green would go round

- 23 -
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A page from Messrs Huntley and Palmers Catalogue of Biscuits.
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"BISCUITS AT REDUCED PRICES" (1894)

To an extent the biscuits on the International Tea Co.'s list can
be checked against an early century Huntley and Palmer Catalogue
kindly photocopied for the Society by Nabisco Foods. The catalogue
is not dated by certainly predates the First War. By no means all
the biscuits mentioned in the 1894 list have survived into the
Catalogue but equally many Huntley and Palmer varieties mentioned
in the Catalogue find no place in the list. This is particularly
the case with the more expensive assortments which come at the
beginning of the catalogue. "Dessert", fifteen varieties contains
none from the 1894 list, "Rich mixed" just one out of twenty-four,
and "St Georges' mixed" none out of fourteen. The rather less
luxurious "Sweet Assorted" has however eleven varieties of which
eight come from our list: Marie, Thin Arrowroot, Digestive,
Osborne, Nice, Ginger Nuts, Fruit, Colonial and Petit Buerre. A
number of these varieties are still available today. Missing from
the list are Currant Finger, Butter Finger and Eclipse (from the
illustration rather like a modern Tea Finger). A further
assortment "Combination" has thirty kinds "sweet and slightly
sweet" and only two from cur list "Richmond" and "Walnut", the
former a round shortcake biscuit with a single currant in the
middle, the latter a small short biscuit in the shape of a walnut.

Biscuits from the 1894 list do however form the basis of Huntley
and Palmers Cheese Assorted. "Milk" is a round water-type biscuit,
"Breakfast" an ancestor of the modern Breakfast biscuit, "Spray" a
rather smaller round cheese-type biscuit and "Oval Thin Captain" a
small cracker. "Thin Captain" is a much larger type of this
biscuit.

Turning to individual biscuit varieties in the catalogue, a fair
proportion of them figure in the 1894 list. Ginger Nuts are
familiar enough today, while Button Nuts appear a smaller version.
Colonial is an oblong ridged biscuit with a coconut flavour.
Ratafias as now are a small sweet almond-type biscuit. Demi-lune
are small biscuits shaped like a half-moon and with a sweet vanilla
flavour. Iced Gem as today are sweet with sugar icing. Thin
Abernethy are large biscuits, slightly sweet with caraway seeds.

Nursery is slightly sweet and much used for infants and young

children, about the size of a modern Rich Tea, as so many biscuits
it has the letters H.P. perforated into it. Petit Buerre and













the old hammer pond and if we played there we would be sucked in
and drownded". She smiled slyly "I guess mother wanted to keep us
out of the mud, I never found springs there." And yet part of the
woodland is called The Quells - the old anglo-saxon word for
springs. When hammer pond was cleared out to enable Miss Isobel
and her friends to skate there Jane's grandfather was in charge of
the digging. Tubs of water were set alongside the road and eels
and big tench were dropped into them.

Somewhere in Jane's ancestry was a sailor. Her rolling pin was a
long white glass tube with a cork in one knob handle and a worn
picture of a sailing ship. This had rum in it when it first came
home said Jane and when she wanted a cool roll out she filled her
rolling pin with well water. Another treasure was a Bristol ware
vase, mulberry red glass with vine leaves against frosted white
with an improbable little bird in orange and blue enamel in a
circular medalion on one side. There is a handmade uneveness about
the rim and it does not stand quite straight. Jane said it was
very old.

The relationship between Jane in her old age and Miss Masefield was
very close and had a remarkable ending. Miss Masefield was not
able to make her weekly visit to Jane as she was spending Easter in
Dorset with an aged ARunt of 97. She called to see Jane before she
left but was told that Jane was upstairs with a very bad cold.
Fearing to carry germs to her Aunt Miss Masefield left her bunch of
bananas with Matron and the message that she would see Jane when
she returned to Stopham. In Dorset this must have preyed on her
mind for in her sleep a little old lady stood by her bed and smiled
at her. She seemed illuminated by an oval golden light for her
black satin blouse, with pleated white edging at the neck and her
long black skirt could be clearly seen. Her hair was white, neatly
parted in the centre, and drawn back behind her ears. It was a
sweet face, unmarked by sorrow and hard work, almost youthful and
her hair more abundant than Jane's. On the Tuesday a letter
arrived from Matron saying that Jane had died peacefully in the
night. Surely says Miss Masefield that lady in the dream was Jane
dressed in the best Sunday dress of her period, her face so happy.

(These recollections have been beautifully edited for the Magazine
by Mrs Pat Kingsley. Ed.)

List of new members will appear in the next Bulletin.
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