THE
PETWORTH SOCIETY

magazine

Issue No. 64. June 1991
Price to non-members £1.50











































they all stood on or near the original site of the Saxon Mill
called Coultershaw, mentioned in Doomsday Book, which also refers
to the amazing rental of twenty shillings and 169 buckets of eels
per annum.

The name Coultershaw means 'Cuthere's spur of land', and has no
connection with the modern 'coulter', part of a plough. Machinery
then would have ben very primitive, and the local people would have
brought their wheat or barley to be ground into a coarse flour.

At Coultershaw stood the last of Petworth's Toll Gates. The
gatehouse stood on the North side of the Chichester road, beside
the bridge.

[ could only have been about six weeks old when we moved over to
live at Coultershaw mill house. This had a small farm attached
with cows and pigs and a dairy. Mr. Rapley from up Station Hill
looked after the farm and the dairy. He spoilt me just as father
did. Mother often related to me how I used to beg for a biscuit in
the kitchen, then toddle over to the dairy to get 'Bappy' to put
putter on 1t. This, when discovered, was soon stopped.

Living at Coultershaw was not to last. My father's only real
interest was in the mills. In 1910 Lord Leconfield gave his
permission for us to give up residence at Coultershaw mill house,
and back we went to North Mill, Midhurst.

I was too ycung to remember all this but was often told of my
brother's escapades at Coultershaw, one being when he let the sow
out of her sty and put our Aberdeen terrier in with the baby pigs!
No harm came to any of them but the noise must have been deafening
and the sow very angry. I think Mr. Rapley had a job sorting
things out.

Back at Midhurst my brother could walk up to the Grammar School
again. My sisters went to Miss Westcots at Lyndale House in Red
Lion Street. I had to wait another two years or so.

There was no such thing as boredom in those days. I made up my own
games 1in the big garden on the opposite side of the road where I
could be safely left with the gate locked, the river fenced and the
dog for company. There was a sand-pit to play in. We had a
mother's help living with us then, her name was Lizzie and I loved
her dearly although she used to get cross with me when I hid from
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Andrew Smith the showman at Loxwood about 1930.
A study by Henry Sopp as are all the following.




Tom Rugman of Loxwood. Mrs Jim Puttock of Gunshot Common.




Tom Wells of Loxwood.

her or mother. It was a lovely house to hide in; back wooden
stairs from the kitchen up to the nursery, scrubbed every Friday
and woe betide us if we muddied them after that. We were not
really allowed to go into the drawing room, cool and dim in the
summer so that the carpet did not fade. It always smelt of
flowers. Smells are so evocative, leather and tobacco reminded me
of father who used to wear leather leggings unless he was going to
London.

Mrs John Gwillim with Lizzie at
Ambersham Bridge April 3rd 1912

I know I was often naughty and, because I was the youngest, father
spolilt me. If I was in real trouble I used to go and hide in the
knee-hole of his office desk which was in the house. Presently
mother would put her head round the door asking if he'd seen me?
He would just shake his head and she went away.

The river divided the Parishes of Midhurst and Easebourne and on
most Sundays we all walked up to St. Mary's church. Muslin dresses
and straw hats for the girls in summer, stockings and boots too.

We were not allowed to pick flowers or romp about on Sundays.

My parents sometimes wondered why I was the only one with such a
great love of horses. Maybe I had inherited it from my maternal
grandfather who had been in the Royal Horse Artillery in India and
of course spent all his short life riding. He had died from
cholera, at thirty-six, out in Afghanistan. But there it was, we
were all four very different. I spent hours petting the little cob
which drew the trap, and sometimes was allowed to go in to the two
great cart-horses who pulled the waggons. The smell of a stable,
even now, brings back memories. Those gentle giants never moved a
foot while I, the small human, was near them.
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Loxwood Dependents c¢1950
L-R. Bessie Hempstead, May Goodwin, Sarah Drewitt, Winnie Cronk, Al1f Goodwin,
Kate Rugman, Mabel Spooner, Cyril Kilner.

essentially a week-day meeting: on Sundays they'd all go to
Loxwood in a Ford Model-T van. Among others coming to Loxwood I
remember that Jane Woods, whose daughter Sarah worked in the Stores
at Loxwood, came over from New Pound with a donkey and trap and
would tie the donkey up outside the chapel. When she came to give
her testimony at the meeting the donkey would hear her voice and
give a little bray.

Members gave individual testimonies, speaking one by one as St.
Paul directs. The Dependents never had a one-man ministry, nor of
course ordained ministers of any kind. The leader would open the
meeting but after that the service belonged to the members. The
hymn books at that time were not printed, members having their own
handwritten books with an index at the back to make it easier to

use. The leader would read a verse and the congregation would sing
it. In fact the members knew the hymns so well they hardly needed
their books. John Sirgood had been a very assiduous letter-writer
and handwritten copy books of his letters were kept at the
Dependents' stores to make them available to those who wanted to
read them. They could on occasion be read at the services as they
had sometimes been when they were first written.

From a conversation with Alf Goodwin.

"WHO STUFFED THAT OWL?":
Some thoughts on reading "TREAD LIGHTLY HERE"

Cows and horses.

When I was a boy and going to the Boys' School in North Street we
would come home at about four o'clock via the Rectory Meadows and
Bartons Lane, coming up the lane just at the time that the cows
were being brought in by the Leconfield Estate from the pastures
Round the Hills. Guernseys they were then and they would be driven
up to the junction, then down North Street and into the Cow Yard.
There were about a hundred so there was guite a press. You can
imagine the mess it made; particularly when North Street was
surfaced not with tarmac but stones ground in with rollers. I have
seen this done, using a steam roller and a separate water car,
hosing the stone and marl to make it easier to deal with as it was
crushed beneath the engine. The stone would come from Bignor
Common and be broken up on site by expert breakers wearing goggles
and having special hammers.

It wasn't just cows that filled the streets: before the Great War
there would be up to a hundred horses of various kinds in the
Leconfield stables, while Walter Dawtrey had a similar number of
hunters in High Street and Golden Square. There had to be an
agreement between the two stables as to the route to be taken when
exercising so as to prevent the two sets of horses from meeting.

One stable would go out by Horsham Road, the other by Station Road.
I can still see the old ladies dashing out of their cottages as the
horses passed, raking up the manure for their roses and putting it
into the little Sussex trug-baskets they kept for that very purpose.

2. Petworth Station.

Petworth Station was a busy place. Lord Leconfield might have a
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Summer Programme. Please keep for reference.

Tuesday June 18th Sunday June 23rd

Peter's historical Petworth walk "The Coultershaw Beam Pump"
with St Mary's Guild Billingshurst
A special "at home" for
Meet in Car Park by the Arcade at the Petworth Society
7.30 p.m.

Followed by optional short
No charge is made for Society walk along the river.
walks and anyone is welcome to Cars leave Market Square
join us. at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday July 14th Sunday August 4th

Visit to Coates Manor Anne's Petworth
by kind permission of Mrs Thorp Garden Walk

Cars leave Market Square Meet Market Square
at 2.15 p.m. at 2.30 p.m.

Please note these important autumn events:

Wednesday September 25th Leconfield Hall afternocon and evening.

PETWORTH APPLE IDENTIFICATION DAY

With Hugh Ermen and Dr Joan Morgan who will bring a large selection of apple
varieties with them and identify apple varieties brought in for them to inspect.
At 7.30 Dr Morgan will talk with slides on "The Victorian Dessert". The lecture
will almost certainly have to be all ticket but times and detailed arrangements
are to be finalised - see September Magazine.

Hugh Ermen, Associate of Honour of the R.H.S. was for a long time Curator of the
National Fruit Collection and closely connected with the National Fruit Trials
at Brogdale. He has recently retired.

Dr Joan Morgan is a trustee of the Brogdale Horticultural Trust and the first
woman to become a member of the R.H.S. Fruit and Vegetable Committee. With
Alison Richards she is author of "Paradise out of Common Field" - the pleasures
and plenties of a Victorian Garden. She is working on a book about world apple
varieties.




Tuesday October 22nd Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Ian Pickford from the B.B.C. Antiques Roadshow will talk on

"AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH SILVER"™

This again will probably be all-

Wednesday November 20th

For autumn walks and visits see

NOTICE:

The Sussex Family History Group
Crawley. It is looking to have
rental and other expenses could
least. If anyone is interested

ticket - details in September Magazine.

PETWORTH FAIR

September Magazine.

is based in Hove with a smaller group in
more groups dotted around the county. Hall
be funded from the main Group - initially at
in forming a local group please contact

Mrs Joan Turnbull at 7 Ridgeway Road, REDHILL, Surrey RH1 6PQ.
Telephone 0737 - 764560







The significance of the remaining industrial sites at Coultershaw
only becomes apparent when one realises their former importance.
On approaching Coultershaw from the north, along the old turnpike
road, now the A285, the road turns sharply to the right past the
site of Coultershaw mill. The mill itself, latterly a rather
unlovely concrete structure, was demolished in the nineteen
sixties, but the wheel pit and sluice gates remain. A track leads

southwards, to the east of the mill, on the right hand side of 8w

which is the beautifully restored beam pumping engine, which once
provided the Petworth town public water supply. If we continue
down the track, there is a (rather small) car park on the left,
before we reach the Wharf Cottages, and then the stables where
teams of horses which used to tow the the River barges were changed
and rested. One of these stables has been restored to its original
condition; the wharf itself lay between the stables and the river
bank, which once formed the quay. If we now return up the track
and bear left over the bridge, the square shaped building on the

left hand side once housed a gas o0il engine, used to power the mill
in times of drought. Just beyond the bridge, also on the left, is
the site of the navigation coal wharf. Next we pass the Railway
Hotel, largely unchanged 1n appearance, except that its name has
since become "The Badger and Honeyjar". A slip road leads from the
Hotel forecourt to approach the Station building, also little
altered, although it is now a private house. Beyond the Station is
the site of the Railway coal yard, with a good's shed and some
railway cottages on the left hand side; no trace of the railway
tracks or signals remain.

On retracing our steps, we cross an insignificant bridge which
stands over the weir channel by-passing Coultershaw mill pond. The
weir itself is to the west of the A285; a pair of kingfishers
nested close by during 1990. Then as we approach Coultershaw
bridge, the walls of Coultershaw lock chamber can be seen on the
left. This was one of eight locks which enabled the barges to gain
height as they travelled from the entrance to the navigation at
Hardham, up to the terminus canal basin at Midhurst.

Petworth Town public water supply

An excellent and detached account of this installation has been
published in "Sussex Industrial History, 9 15 (1979), by J.E.
("Jumbo") Taylor, Peter Jerrome and the late Alan G Allnutt.
Photocopies of the article are available, at a very modest price,
from the "Beam Pump" exhibition centre.
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George Blake of Southwater.




Henry Aylward of Loxwood.

Very briefly, the water wheel powered beam pump was installed in
about 1764, originally to provide a water supply to Petworth House;
it was later modified to serve the residents of the Town. The pump
remained in continuous operation until about 1960, although in
later years it was used only to supply cattle troughs in Petworth
Park. It was then abandoned and remained hidden under the debris
of the former water mill, until its importance was realised and the
pump was subsequently restored to working order by members of the
Sussex Industrial Archaeological Society.

The significance of the Coultershaw beam pump lies in the fact that
it provides one of the very few working examples of engineering
technology which preceded the age of steam. The origins of the
later, and much better known, Cornish beam engine are readily
apparent from an inspection of the Coultershaw pump.

Coultershaw Flour Mill

A water powered flour mill stood on this site for many generations
and its origins are lost in time. During the present century it
belonged to the Gwillim family. Wheat for milling was brought in
by local farmers and also by train to Petworth goods yard. The
ground flour was used not only by Petworth bakers, but was
despatched as far afield as Brighton and Worthing.

Then late on a Saturday night in April, 1923, after the last
workman had gone home, the weather boarded mill caught fire and was
burnt to a skeleton. The extent of the damage was hardly
surprising, when one discovers that the Petworth Town Fire Brigade
still relied on a horse drawn appliance, and that the horse first
had to be retrieved from stables elswehere in the Town. It also
appears that the mill was lit by candles, which were carried from
place to place.

The mill was subsequently replaced by a ferro-concrete structure,
more reminiscent of 1960s architecture, and the water wheels
replaced by a water turbine, backed up by an c¢il engine in a
separate building. This final mill on the site ceased working in
the 1960s and was soon demolished; few would wish to have seen it
preserved.

The Rother Navigation

Plans to render the River Rother navigable, from the point at which
it leaves the Arun at Hardham, up to a terminus at Midhurst, were
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surveyed and drawn up by W Jessop at the instigation of the 3rd
Earl of Egremont. Construction was estimated to cost £13,300 and
involved a rise of 54ft achieved by eight locks, giving a total
route distance of 11 1/8 miles. The canalised River opened for
traffic in 1794. Barges were always horse drawn and teams of
horses were changed at Coultershaw, being approximately half way
along the navigation.

The extensive stable blocks give some indication of the former
importance of the trade carried, which mainly involved chalk from
the pits at Amberley and sea borne coal. One stable has been
restored, showing the high standard of accommodation provided; note
the raised bed for the horses, intended to prevent rheumatism by
keeping them away from the damp floor of the stable.

A branch to the navigation to serve Petworth, terminating at a quay
below Haslingbourne Bridge, was constructed between Stopham and
‘Coultershaw locks. This channel was 1 1/4 miles in length and
involved two locks. It was not a great success and traffic appears
to have ceased by about 1800.

With the arrival of the LB & SC railway at Coultershaw, traffic on
the Rother Navigation dwindled rapdily. The last cargoes are
reported to have been carried at various dates, ranging from 1871
(Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson) to 1888 (P.A.L. Vine). Under
these circumstances, it is surprising that the lock chamber at
Coultershaw remains in such good condition.

Petworth Railway Station

The Mid Sussex Railway Co. was authorised in 1857 to build a line
from Horsham, via Pulborough, to Petworth. Construction began
almost at once and the route opened for traffic on 10th Octcber
1859. Soon afterwards, in 1862, the Mid Sussex was acquired by the
London, Brighton and South Coast Railway Co. Meanwhile a line from
Petworth to Midhurst had been approved (1859); the right to
construct this line was also taken over by the LB & SC R, who
opened the whole route to traffic in October 1866. The wooden
station building dates from about 1892 and replaces the original
structure on this site.

The extensive network of sidings shown on the map bears witness to
the magnitude of the goods traffic once carried. With the opening

of the Chichester to Midhurst line on 11lth July 1881, through
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running of trains from Chichester to London Victoria, via Petworth,
became a reality.

Competition from road vehicles led, as elsewhere, to a progressive
reduction in traffic on the railway, particularly after the Second
World War. The line closed to passengers in the nineteen fifties

and to goods on 20th May 1966.

Mike Pope

A DEPENDENT HYMN

I have a never-failing Bank,

A precious golden store.

No earthly bank contains so much,
How then can I be poor?

And when my stock 1s gone and spent,
I feel that I have none,

I hasten to my bank again

And draw a little sum.

And then my Banker smilling says,
"You might have come before,

And when you need a large supply
Then come and draw some more.'"

"Why live so near and keep so low?
There's plenty 1in my store.

And never draw a one pound note
You freely can have more."

My Banker is so very kind

I never shall be poor,

But live upon my cheque today
And go again for more.

There's thousand notes lie in my bank,
All signalled, sealed and free,

And yet the slothful soul will say,
"Those notes are not for me."







Decorated Floats in New Street for King George V's Silver Jubilee in 1935.

NEW MEMBERS

Miss Ainge, 1 Linton House, Tillington.
Mr and Mrs A.V. Blackman, Inew Cottage, Pound Farm, Shipley,
Horsham, Sussex.
Mr and Mrs R. Carter, 21 Haisbury Road, Worthing, Sussex.
Mr and Mrs A.C. Edwards, South Downs, Wellingham Lane, High
Salvington, Worthing.
Mr and Mrs Harliing, Nuthatch, Upperton Road, Tillington.
Mr M.C. Hill, 80 Biuebell Road, Bassett, Southampton.
Mrs Horton, 4 Thompsons Hospital, Petworth.
Mr and Mrs J. Morris, Market Square, Petworth.
Mrs Philiips, 25 The Harrows, Tillington.
Mr and Mrs J. Rapley, 47 Pound Farm Road, Chichester.
Mr V. Reed, 17 Station Road, Petworth.
Mrs M.R. Sneller, Rossliyn, Rosemary Lane, Petworth.
Mr and Mrs Starkey, 5042 Westhiil Avenue, N.D.G. Montreal, Canada.
Mrs K. Vigar, Flat 1, Ribbetts House, Trinity Road, Hurspierpoint,
Sussex.
Mrs B. Venables-Kyrke, Tripp Hill House, Fittleworth.
Mr and Mrs D.J. Watson, 4 The Courtyard, Northchapel.

STOP PRESS: We have just heard that we have won the prize of £25
in the Midhurst and Petworth Printers Cumulative Monthly Free Prize
Draw for their customers for April - an unexpected bonus!!
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