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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making. . _ il _

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society. ' :

The annual subscription is £6.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. }"ostal
£7.50 overseas £8.50 Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 42562)

Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth

Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth

Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton

Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth

Hon. Social Secretary
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane, Petworth

Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mis Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent,
Mrs Linda Wort

Magaczine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason,
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten,
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
M1 Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes

As this Magazine will appear just when the D.Day commemorations are at their height, I
include a number of pieces that deal in some way with the years 1939-45. The new cover,
again by Gwenda Morgan, replaces the much-admired single issue cover used for Maga-
zine 75. Magazine 75 sold out very early and back numbers will probably be more difficult
to obtain than any since Issue 15. Incidentally I do have quite a stock of other back
numbers, a little erratic, but available at cost price plus postage, if you get in touch with
me.,

Leconfield Hall meetings have been very well-attended. We now have posters which
we can use to indicate that Hall capacity has been reached and we have come very close to
using them this season.

Miles has had a strong response to his dialect questionnaire, more replies than to his
previous one already. We would hope to have a breakdown in Issue 77. Please return your
form even if you can answer only a few of the questions. Meanwhile Ethel Goatcher's article
in this Issue keeps the discussion going.

Regarding the restructuring of local government the Committee felt that the Society

could not really make a general recommendation on behalf of members. It was better Sfor
individual members to express their views as individuals. The report on possible traffic relief
is to hand and needs careful consideration. PERM has always had its difficulties and it may
bethat the long tunnel avoids theworst excesses of themedium tunnelroutes. It'satime to think:
and think very carefully. It's not a time for dogma or for politics.
By the time you read this work may have commenced on the Leconfield Hall Restoration. The
Leconfield Hall Committee has had a good tender and the public response to the appeal has
been magnificent. Nearly £27,000 and the money still coming in. The Leconfield Hall A.G.M.
is on Wednesday, June 15th and to celebrate we are showing the silent film "Tansy" made in
Burpham in 1923 and based on the novel of that name by Ticker Edwardes, rector of Burpham
during the years between the wars. We're expecting a full house.

Peter 26th April

P.§. We have not issued reminders with this Magazine but if your subscription is still
unpaid - please spare a thought for the treasurer and save him having to send out a
reminder. With such a large Society a minority of late-paying members makes a Surprising
amount of work.

P.
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arranged. And the Petworth by-pass report? Only just received and under consideration, but
details of the proposal would have to be seen before the National Trust could express a view.

Inthanking the speaker for his detailed treatment of a complex subject, Peter was sure that
M. Sekers had made a furthermajor contribution towards a positive relationship between Trust
and Town.

KCT

The Persian Carpet

We could not have had a more qualified substitute for Jonathan Wadsworth, originally booked,
than Majid Amini, to give an illustrated lecture on Persian Tribal Rugs. Mr. Amini spent his
late teenage years travelling with the nomads, sharing their life and culture, and learning about
carpets.

The evening began with a David Attenborough video called The Tribal Eye - Woven
Gardens, which vividly portrayed the way of life of the colourful people on their seasonal
migrations with their flocks and herds; the women in their voluminous petticoats perched on
donkeys, ponies and camels according to their wealth and status. As they rode, they spun the
woollen thread and when they settled for any length of time, they set up their looms to weave
the fabric for rugs to insulate the tent floors, to be used as door screens, to be wom on the camels'
flanks and to make bags for their possessions, different looms for the various products. Up to
the 1950s, vegetable dyes from plants growing along the migration routes were used, now
replaced by modem synthetics.

From the age of ten or younger, the girls leamn their craft, using 300 - 400 knots to the
square inch, to weave intricate patterns of flowers, birds and geometric designs specific to each
tribe and through which their history can be traced.

The carpets have been exported westwards to Europe and eastwards to China since the
Middle Ages and are depicted in paintings overthe years. Forten years following the revolution
in Iran, all exports stopped, but they are now being resumed, albeit on a smaller scale than
previously. Coststo the British purchaser range from £100 to several thousand for Persian rugs,
compared with £30 to several hundred for the less hard-wearing Turkish products. Price
depends on how old (value appreciated with age), how good in the quality of fibre and how rare,
in design.

Mr. Amini's first-hand knowledge and teasing sense of humour established an easy
rapport withthe large audience. He declared himselfexhausted by the questions which reflected
the fascination his presentation had aroused.

KCT
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SMORING ON T STACH

Ian dressed to go scuba-diving at the Leconfield Hall in February.
Photo by David Wort.




















































late spring. Marestail was growing along the side where the ditch had been drained and the soil
put on the side. The donkey was still in the buttercup field. Up Rotherbridge lane and left at
Crosole. Soon back at the cars. Thanks very much David and Linda.

Does anyone know the occasion celebrated in this picture of North street?
At a guess the banners may welcome troops retuning from the Boer War,
Photograph courtesy of Audrey Grimwood.
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