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L& veeping prior to mm‘ng. 2. The horse-drawn tar-pot.

A

¢ can with chippings
or sand ic ise affer tarring. 4. Spraying the tar.
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5. View of tar-pot and pulley. See Tarring the roads 1920s.








































The withs for tying up bundles of hoops are made differently to those for tying up faggots.
The latter are not rimmed in any way, but the hoop withs are trimmed up, all the frith,
(twigs) being cut off, and the end fashioned into a neat eye.

For measuring his poles the hoop-shaver has a number of stumps driven into the ground
at various distances from the top of his cleaving post and he measures them by placing them in
a diagonal position from this point to one or another of these measuring stumps. The poles are
then laid out in order in heaps of various lengths; the big ones will be cleft with an adze into
four while the smaller ones will be clefi into only two. This rule applies to all Iengths.

For cleaving his poles the hoop-shaver had a double stump driven firmly into the ground.
The one stump is about three feet high, and the other one at the side a few inches shorter.
Splitting his pole with his adze the crafisman int roduces the longer of these stumps between the
separated halves, and, pushing the split pole forward, the one side resting on the shorter stump
atthe side, the hoop-shaver aids the work of splitting with his adze as he pushes the pole forward
to its full length. The split poles are then counted and taken to the shaving apparatus, called the
"brake", which is an ingenious form of vice controlled by the hoop-shaver's left leg. When
shaving, the hoops are all started in the centre and gradually pushed up into the brake until one
end is reached; the hoop is then Jerked around the other end served in the same way. The
operation of jerking the hoop around is a knack acquired only by long years of practice. When
finished the hoops are cast out in front in three groups "facers” (the straightest), "seconds” and
"thirds". In laying out the bundles the "facers" are placed flat upon a bed formed of two poles.
The "seconds" come next and the bundle is completed with the "thirds", the object being that
any crooked "thirds" are forced to the centre of the bund le asit is rolled up and thus st raightened
out. The bundle is now placed in a face-downward position on the two poles two straps having
been passed beneath it. The hoops are rolled up into a round bundle and are fastened with the
straps, then a double endless rope is placed around the bundle and two levers inserted into each
end of the rope are pressed outwards, the operator holding them with his knees, at the same time
placing the with around the bundle and fastening it, the finished bundle being perfectly neatand
round.

An experienced hoop-shaver working from daylight till dark will turn out about four
bundles, thus earning from 7/8 to 11/- according to the length of the hoops.

The hoop-shaving season starts about the end of November or in mid-December and
continues till the end of May, by which time the wood becomes too dry for working.

This old country industry, sadly cnough will soon, like so many of'the other old country
crafls, be but a memory of a more placid rural England of other days.

From: Garland - Petworth.

Note
We have retained the unusual spelling "with" and "withs" instead of withe.
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