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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of
the town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and
non-profit making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested
in furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £7.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£8.00 overseas £9.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 0EW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham,
Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Vincent (Tillington and River),
Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
thatsuch personal and business cries be made fora small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

1 hope this Magazine is a reasonable mix. I'd have liked to have given an outline of the
Project 2000 proposals in this issue but perhaps this will be possible in September.
There are also, as you know, extensive plans to modernise the interior of the Leconfield
Hall. Both projects, of course, need to attract the requisite grant funding.

The Society visits to Petworth Cottage Museum and Petworth House in March
both went well. The latter brought well over a hundred members. Thanks very much to
Diana and her staff. I do not include accounts of these visits in the Magazine.

If you received a reminder with this Magazine please help us by paying promptly.
With a Society as large as this one is, and over three hundred Magazines going out
postally alone, the amount of work saved by members' prompt payment is substantial.
Members who have not paid by September will receive only a reminder — not the
Magazine itself. You will see from the new member lists that the Society continues to
grow but to consolidate that growth we do need of course to retain existing members.

It seems appropriate to note here the passing of the old Cinema/S: wylvia Beaufoy
buildings, so much a part of Petworth's heritage and tradition. The photograph was
taken in April by Mike Gane when demolition was in progress.

Demolition of Sylvia Beaufoy Centre. April 1997,
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"He'd .... put the skins out to dry on the granary door."
Moleskins drying in the sun. A photograph from the 1920s by George Garland.

See "Yes, there were daffodils ..."

The Spirit of 346. A Detective Story in
Three Parts

1) In search of whatever we were looking for.

I don't really like loose ends, which is really another way of saying that if there's a
mystery | can't help picking away at unravelling it. History, of course, is an endless
succession of loose ends. You can't disentangle them all, but there are times when you need
to feel you've done what you can. Exactly the position we had with the Cottage Museum.
Of course, to an extent, the cottage offers a general view of how life was lived ina Leconfield
Estate tied dwelling at a particular time (1912), but it isn't simply general. If you know who
the tenant was at the time, as we do, general must mingle with particular, and that must in
turn affect the way the cottage is presented. The very fact that Mary Cummings, the occupier
0f346 from 1901 to 1930 was in her early fiftiesin 1912, had a grown-up family moved away,
lived alone, was a sempstress at Petworth House and a devout Roman Catholic who had come
to Petworth as a young wife in the late 1870s, has to be taken into account. Afterall no one's
house can be "typical" in a complete sense, every house carries to some degree the mark of
the person who lives there. In some sense the quest of the "typical” is an illusion. Perhaps
we should say that if your presentation of the "particular" is accurate you should arrive at
the "typical".

Regarding Mary Cummings there were things we knew and a good deal that we didn't.
First we had recollections of her from a few people who remembered her. She had moved
to Somerset Hospital in 1930 and died there in 1935. Such recollection is collected in PSM
83. Census records had the family in High (Back) Street in 1881, Michael Thomas
Cummings, a farrier, Mary his wife and three sons, Michael, Arthur and Alfred, aged six,
two and one respectively, Michael having been born in Ireland, the other children in
Petworth. The family had been in Petworth from the late 1870s. By 1891 Mary is living in
East Street and there are four children, now including Edith, nine, but there is no sign of
Michael Thomas. A Petty Sessions case at Petworth in the early 1880s shows him to have
had serious trouble with his nerves, and hints at a degree of famuly discord. Three quarter
plate glass negatives taken by Walter Kevis and marked "Cummings Copy" had portrayed
the same man in military dress which subsequent enquiry showed to be that of a Farrier
Sergeant Major in the Eighth (King's Royal Irish) Hussars and a check with the regimental
records showed in turn that Michael Thomas Cummings had held that rank, having served
in the Crimea and in India. He had received the Crimea Medal with Sebastopol Clasp, the
Indian Mutiny Medal for Central India, the Turkish Crimea Medal and the Long Service and
Good Conduct Medal. Cummings had left the service after 22 years, presumably coming
to Petworth soon after his discharge late in 1876, to follow his Army trade as a farrier. During
his time in India, he had been reduced to the ranks and put for a time in detention following
a regimental court martial, eventually regaining his old position as a Warrant Officer.
Michael Thomas would seem from this to have been a good farrier if a little unstable
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Smyth would have known Horace's "Exegi monumentum aere perennius..." "I have raised
up a monument more lasting than bronze". Would a monumental brass be an unconscious
challenge to Horace? Or an admission that Horace's achievement was beyond the measure
of ordinary mortals? Neither probably. And, after all, you'd have to say that in 1997, the
spirit of Horace is locked away in what has become a specialist's language, while Smyth's
brass is still there for all to see. It too however, like the poems of Horace, is in Latin,

Nicholas Smyth had come to Petworth from Eton College in 1561, a man of some forty
years with an appreciable academic career already behind him. "A student of either school
of Wykeham," he had in other words gone from being a scholar at Winchester (1536) to New
College Oxford, then treated as being attached to Winchester. At Oxford from 1541 to 1548
he had become a Fellow of New Collage, then, in 1554 Fellow of Eton. In most of the
following years until he came to Petworth in 1561 he acted as one of the College bursars.

Petworth's link with Eton is forgotten now but significant and longstanding in its time.
The living of Petworth had been separated from the great house, and forfeit to the crown, as
longago as 1403, aftera Northumberland defeat and attainder at Shrewsbury. In 1445 Henry
Vlincluded the living with a bundle of others in the endowment of the newly created Eton
College, intended initially as a chantry for singing masses for the pious dead rather than as
acentre of instruction. In Henry's own words it was to be "a college of sad priests". Theliving
of Petworth would remain in the gift of Eton College until Charles Seymour, Duke of
Somerset, recovered it by a judicious exchange in 1693. The connection with Eton may well
have brought to Petworth priests more learned than the general run of clergy. William Baker,
dying in 1485, left one book of the Bible in prynte, the Golden Legend in prynte, together
with a booked called Sermones parati (Prepared Sermons). He also left to Blessed Mary of
Petworth one book De Beata Maria Virginis to remain perpetually chained in the chancel of
the church. The book, probably a manuscript, disappeared, doubtless at the Reformation.

Nicholas' years at Eton spanned a period of unprecedented spiritual turmoil. Henry
VIII had died in 1547 just as he was poised to close Eton and expropriate its lands and
revenues. The extraordinary behaviour of Nicholas Udall the master would have given
Henry an excuse, if he had needed one. Thomas Smith replaced Udall in 1547 and carried
on under Edward VI a tradition of aggressive Protestantising that accorded ill with Henry
VI's initial vision. Votive masses were halted and the images at the High Altar taken down
and carried away. Festivals such as Corpus Christi and the Assumption were suppressed.
When Mary came to the throne in 1554 the position was completely reversed. A new provost,
Henry Cole, brought back the old Catholic observances. Nicholas Smyth was made a Fellow
in the same year. Had he been related to the replaced Thomas Smith? No one knows. Did
Nicholas Smyth become a Fellow before Mary entered London? Or after? What little
evidence there is may suggest the latter. Mary deprived three ofthe seven fellows and a fourth
resigned. Nicholas remained. In 1558 Cole was removed as a recusant by Queen Elizabeth
and William Bill a moderate Protestant took over as Provost. Nicholas remained. That is
as much as can be said. On gaining the Petworth living in 1561 he resigned his fellowship
according to the Statutes. The relevant books and registers for his period as Bursar survive
but there is nothing of a personal nature.
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Agnes in Confirmation dress 1919.
See "The Spirit of 346".




Farrier Sgt. Major Cummings 8th (Kings Royal Irish) Hussars.
A picture probably taken not long before he left the Army in 1876,
See "The Spirit of 346"

Farrier Sgt. Major Cummings' medals, now in a private collection. The medals are inscribed.

The Crimean medal (extreme left) was awarded with a total of four clasps to the Army during the Crimean
campaign. Men who were present at the battles of the Alma (20th September 1854), Balaclava (25th
October 1854), and Inkerman 5th November 1854, received these clasps, but Sebastopol was given to all
those who were present before the town at any time between the st of October 1854 and the 9th September
1855, when it fell. These medals were originally issued unnamed, but could be returned for naming free
of charge.

The Indian Mutiny medal (second from the left) was also issued with several different clasps (in general

for particular places) but the clasp for Central India was awarded to men who had served in the region.

The Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (third from the left) was awarded - as its name implies - for
18 years service with continuous good behaviour. The value of the gratuity that went with it varied with
rank, but was usually £5 or £10.

The Turkish Crimean Medal (extreme right) was given by the Sultan of Turkey to the English French and
Sardinian troops who had taken part in the war.

(See "The Spirit of 346".)













Excerpted from a tape of Mrs. Nellie Duncton talking to Audrey Grimwood. For other
recollections by Mrs Duncton see Magazines 53, 54, 81, 83.

Beer for the workers!

Looking through Petworth House documents of the 1790s and early 1800s Brian Rich,
searching for references to Real Tennis, found a number of references to beer being given
to Estate workmen on various (somewhat uncongenial) occasions.

October 26th 1793. Repairing the shutters round the Tennis Court and Tarring the
netts round the Tennis Court.

November 2nd. Beer when Tarring netts 1/3d.
Other occasions when beer was handed out were:-

Tyre making

When at work on the engine

Mending the crank rod at the engine

Cleaning windows

June I3th 1795. Gave to the men to drink after the cleaning out of the common
sewer 5/-.

November I4th. Paid the men for overtime and drink when cleaning out the Town well
and Privy by the cowyard.

October 22nd 1796. Beer for the men it being so far from home the three weeks they
were there 15/5d.

September 17th. Beer to a man instructing the men to cue oxen,

January 31st 1801. Paid for a half pint cup broke when giving the men beer at the ice
cart 2d.

I2th September 1801. For beer in the night to the men at the Pondhead 1/6d.

7th November 1801. Gave men to drink at work in the water 2/6d.

October 9th 1802. Gave the men for beer when working in the water at Budham
Meadow 2/-.

December 6th 1796. Mr Sawyer gave the men to drink at Iping 3/-.

July 19th 1788. Gave the men to drink when working in the well 1/-,

March 15th 1788. Beer binding wheels and making cart nails 2/2d.

May I7th. Paid for beer when cleaning of books 1/1%d.

24th July. Beer for the men when empting (sic) the Necessary house.

March 17th. Beer when hanging a pair of bellows 2/1d.

June 5th. Beer when making strakes and cart nails 3/4d.

March 7th 1789. Allow James Austin for beer for tarring for 5 days 1/0%d.

Allowed beer to the men tarring the stables 2/6d.

March 14th. Beer to men claying the cistern and tarring hovels 9/4%d.

August Ist. Beer to the men forcing water overtime 1/-.
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October 17th. Beer to the men cleaning out Privy at Sadlers 2/-.
August 8th. Beer cleaning the reservoir 7%d.
June 12th 1790. Beer when at ye fox earth 5d.
1793. James Groundsell (the man that was drown'd at the River)
To a coffin 16s. 0d.
Sextons fees 3s. 6d.
Clerks fees 6d. and Kings Tax 3d. 9d.
Beer to men for stripping him and etc. 2s. 0'ad.
I am sure all will be amused at the 1793 entry under Expenses:-
By extinguishing the fire at Lord Viscount Montagues 17s. 5d.

Brian notes that he does not know what "cue" oxen means - or the "Kings tax".
Documents cited courtesy of Lord Egremont.

A Tillington Childhood (2)

My father was gardener groom in those days to Mr. Wilcox who was, I believe, head
forester on the Petworth Estate. I must mention that I had a brother bornin 1908, Frank. We
spent many happy days with Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox at their home at "Snowhill", just a field
away from our lodge. In the family there was Philip, Winnie, Monica, and Joe, the latter
being a great friend of mine when we were both in the infants. Joe always used to miss R.I.
at Tillington School, that was because he was Catholic. Thatdidn't convey anything to me.
[ used to wish I was one so that I was able to start school much later in the morning, Catholic
to me was something special. After a while Joe left Tillington school to go, I believe, to
Midhurst Grammar which to me was really "posh". One day he told me that they had
experiments in the laboratory. I thought he said "peppermints in the lavatory" and that
puzzled me for a very long time.

I remember at one time our headmistress was a Miss Ferguson, a man teacher named
Mr. Turner, and a mistress called Miss Mashell. Miss Ferguson was a very stern teacher. She
had been rather severe on a certain little boy. One day his mother turned up, tried to attack
Miss Ferguson with a horse whip, swore at her and said "I'll cut slices off your ass". [knew
Miss Ferguson hadn't a donkey, and if so, why she wanted to cut slices off it. I didn't really
understand. 1didn't know that'Arse' meant backside as we children never heard our parents
swear or use nasty words.

We played lots of games in the playground. During the winter we played slides and
snowballs, and skipping was also popular. I remember one skipping game where one child
stood each end of the rope and pulled it, and a third one jumped in the middle and sang:

"Vote, vote, vote for Kathie Howick
In comes Edie at the door.
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This North Street snapshot almost certainly shows part of the French Flag Day

procession in July 1915.
See, "Close Your Eyes And Eat Them With Jam".

in the past. When Mr. Somerset, who knew Mr, Schweder well, protested, his Lordship
suggested that the plaintiff's apparent respectability was simply a front. Mr. Somerset demurred
and the conversation got back to the plaintiff, who was left with no alternative but to sue. The
Jjudge advised the jurors that if the case was found proved, they should not award punitive
damages buta sufficient sumto clear the plaintiff's character. Lord Leconfield was fined £100,

Conscription was very much in the air without as yet becoming law, but there was
certainly pressure to enlist. At the end of November the WSG noted that the parish of Up
Waltham enjoyed the curious position of being without any men at present of military age.
The net spread even to gentlemen of the road. At Croydon Union House a sergeant attended
every morning to interview all casuals of military age. During a recruiting campaign at
Farnham, at a time when the Picture Palace was packed with people "like sardines in a tin",
the audience were surprised to find the lights turned on and, in the middle of the stage, the
principal of the local Army College, who proceeded to deliver a recruiting appeal. "It had
been complained during the day that men of military age had forsaken the public
thoroughfares because of the recruiting rally that was taking place but this was a fair capture.
They had atany rate to listen to the speech, forrecruiting officers guarded the various exists."
So the WSG correspondent.

Lord Leconfield was a strong supporter of conscription. At a November meeting of
the men of Sussex at the Cannon Street Hotel in London, a Bohemian concert in aid of the
Comforts Fund for Sussex soldiers, his Lordship, deputising for the President, the Duke of
Norfolk, stressed the need for young men to come forward... "it was impossible to go about
Sussex and not see that there were still a great many single young men who had not joined..."
In facthe had seen able men in Piccadilly under thirty and digging up the wooden pavement.
He hoped that those who were fit and did not come forward would be fetched. Without
wishing to be political he was an unrepentant believer in compulsory service.

At Midhurst, the newspaper noted a new extension at the Grammar School early in the
year. Founders Day in March elicited a patriotic sermon, while the traditional paperchase
was dropped in favour of football. The usual round of Sports Day and Prize Giving followed
in July and December. The town itself was still without a crier and the WSG lamented in
March that with the departure of the late Mr. W. Madgwick the ancient "note" had died out
ofthe streets "and the bell mellifluous became silent”. From another note on November 18th
it would appear that this unfortunate hiatus was no temporary one. "Fifteen or sixteen years
ago Midhurst town crier died and the sound of his bell was missed as much as he". Silence
still reigned at Midhurst.

Inthe summer the celebrated Rev. Tatchell installed a small library at Midhurst Station
for travellers to borrow for their journeys and either replace or return to the stationmaster,
while the gardens of the new vicarage were open daily to visitors and the old vicarage turned
into a sort of almshouse where old but respectable people could rent a room for a penny a
week. On August Bank Holiday, reports the Gazette, the town was very dull, despite a large
influx of visitors. The cancellation of the Horticultural Society show and the rough and
stormy weather "made the place even more gloomy and the people even more conscious that
it is war time".
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pain. Mervyn Maskill, a family friend, was repairing his motor cycle in the garden. Mother
ran out and asked him to fetch Dr Nixon our family doctor. Mum paid into a sick club so
that we could afford a doctor. Dr Nixon lived at Red House at Bucks Green. Mervyn quickly
put his bike togetherand withinalittle while, came back with the doctor on his pillionbecause
the doctor couldn't get up the muddy lanes otherwise. My father had broken three ribs and
punctured his lung, and from then on suffered ill health. This led to emphysema. He was
never well from then on. Mr McAndrew dismissed him through ill health after all those
years' service. Dad got a lighter job for Mrs Turpin and moved to Headsfoldwood Cottages
where he died at the early age of 58. Then because Mrs Turpin said there was an agricultural
covenant on the cottages, Mum had to get out, and she came to live with me for 21
years.

The family left Brickkiln in 1944. They moved downto Ivyhurston the Loxwoodroad,
again by horse and cart, when Mr and Mrs Bachelor moved away. The Linscott family took
over Brickkiln. They were one of the families of evacuees that had been living with us. Mr
Linscott started work on the estate then.

I was married from Ivyhurst 19th June, 1948. I was 21, and I cashed my savings
certificates which I had been saving since I was nine! By the time I got to about nine years
old (and until I was 14) on Saturday mornings if my mother did not want me to do chores,
[ would go down to Tisman's where the Barnett family and the Reynolds family lived. The
children were all boys. 1 would take them out of the way so their parents could do their jobs.
I was paid a few coppers each time. I kept my earnings in a little square box on the end of
the old mantelpiece. Each time I saved 15 shillings, I would go to the post office and buy
a 15 shilling saving certificate.

After I married we lived in Plaistow and then moved to Loxwood where our two
children were born, and where we have stayed ever since. I now have four grandchildren.

To this day I often go up to where the old remains of the house are, and take my
grandchildren with picnics, and tell them the tales. It does upsetme to see the old ruins where
our happy childhood was spent. How many children in this day and age would walk four
miles each day to go to school? But it was a safer world we lived in those days. I often think
what old Mr McAndrew would say today if he could see what has happened to Pallinghurst
House and all the other changes, but we have to move with the times. I think ifonly we could
turn the clock back for a short while on those days - there are no pictures only in my mind
of those times past, but they are wonderful memories no one can take from me.

This now concludes my tales of my childhood days as a Pallinghurst Country Gal -1
suppose they were hard days and [ wouldn't want to see them for this generation - but they
were the happier and contented days long gone.

Vera P M Jones (concluded)

Owing to lack of space the list of New Members will appear in the September Magazine.
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Summer Programme.

Wall 1 visi

Tuesday June 17th David and Linda's Tulip Tree Walk.
Cars leave Car Park at 6.30 p.m.

Sunday June 29th Anne's Garden Walk. The Original Petworth Gardens Walk. First done in 1975.
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday July 20th John and Gloria's Arundel Park Walk.
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday August 17th Ian and Pearl's late Summer Walk.

Full autumn programme including:

Tuesday October 14th  The 7th Garland Memorial Lecture.

Tony Douglass : Stand and Deliver Us. A parson/highwayman legend of the Sussex/Surrey border.

Just a few activities at the Weald and Downland Open-air Museum.
For details of these and other events 01243 - 811363.

12 August Shakespeare in the open air - Richard III - 7.30pm

16 & 17 August Children's Activity Weekend

17 August Heavy Horse Working Experience Day

19 August Shakespeare in the open air - The Tempest - 7.30pm

23-25 August Traditional Charcoal Buming - an overnight out of doors experience!

Starting September: 4-part course "Building in Country Towns" - includes Petworth and Midhurst -
led by Marjorie Hallam of Graffham

20 & 21 September The Out of the Wood Show - crafts of the woodworker - timber-framers, sculptors
(including Ted Vincent), furniture makers and many more.

Cobbett Society Meeting (see main Magazine). Sunday June 22nd is at 12 noon outside the entrance door of Alice Holt
Lodge some 4 miles west of Famham on the A325. The sign and turning for Alice Holt Research Station is a few hundred
yards south of Birdworld. All Welcome.

PRINTERS' PRIZES

Since our last issue of the Magazine we have been very fortunate in winning two more prizes of £25 each in the February
and March FREE CASH PRIZE DRAWS run by our printers, Midhurst and Petworth Printers, for their customers every
month.




Special Summer Offer from the Window Press!
[Closes October 31st]

TREAD LIGHTLY HERE : Peter Jerrome

An affectionate look at Petworth's Older Streets.

was £12.95 — till October 31st £6.50.

IN THE FEAST OF ST EDMUND THE KING

Petworth Fair 1189 - 1994 : Peter Jerrome and Barry Norman

was £14.95 — till October 31st £7.50.

NOT SUBMITTED ELSEWHERE

Garland photographs from the 1920s.
was £7.50 — till October 31st £5.00

There are also a handful of copies remaining of Florence Rapley's Diary 1909 - 1912 in a limited,
numbered, edition of 250.

was £34.95 — till October 31st £20.00
If ordering postally please add £3 for postage and packing and send remittance to
The Window Press,
Trowels,
Pound Street,
PETWORTH,
Sussex GU28 0DX.
Cheques payable to The Window Press.

If collecting locally ring 342562.
Also available :
Cloakbag and Common Purse - The enclosure of Petworth Park.

Old and New, Teasing and True
Garland photographs 1920s and 1930s

Petworth : Time Out of Mind
Photographs pre-1920

The Men with Laughter in their Hearts
Garland photographs 1920s and 1930s







