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Constitution and Officers

The Petwortb Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
tgwq and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £8.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£9.00 overseas £10.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman

Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman

Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, 56 Wyndham Road, Petworth GU28 OEQ
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark, Mrs Audrey Grimwood,
Mr Andrew Henderson, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker, Mr J. Taylor,
Mr Graham Whittington, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland,
Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek Gourd (Tillington and River),
Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

Internal renovation of the Leconfield Hall is at last under way. Hopefully we'll have
some "hard news" for you by September, meanwhile we have some good walks and visits
for you this summer.

The Society's Silver Jubilee celebrations went off very well as you'll see in the
Magazine. Otherwise just the usual plea to pay if you have a reminder with this issue or
let Philip know if you don't wish to continue. In September there will only be a reminder,
no Magazine, so that if you pay then it makes a double delivery. The Society is so large
that we must try to cut administrative work if at all possible.

We've so much to go in this issue that the usual extract from Gwenda's diary has
had to be held over.

Peter 29th April

Magazine 95 and various queries

Kath Vigar writes:

Dear Peter,

How interesting I find the Magazine, the articles take me back years. Iremember so many
of the names mentioned. Mr Sutton had the house built at the beginning of Station Road, he
moved in with his daughter, in the meantime the Woottons had bought the house next door.
I often went to tea with "my" Miss Wootton Headmistress of the old Infants School joined
by her sister Miss Mary Wootton, we usually ended our tea party by going to the cinema
which was built next door, this would be in the early 1920's. Miss Sutton sometimes joined us.

The article 'Dry as Dust', interested me too. I remember J.B. Watson mentioned in this
article, I believe Mrand Mrs Watson first lived in the house opposite the grand entrance, Mrs
Watson seemed a very frail lady, they later moved to Littlecote House, correct me if I'm
wrong. During the First World War and after I spent many happy hours at Tillington House,
my Sunday School teacher lived there, I can't remember her name, we used to go in the gate
which was at the beginning of Boxalls Lane, and we used to fetch our milk from Coxalls Farm
at the end of the lane, there were two farm cottages down there. The old farm house was
lovely, if I remember rightly it was surrounded by big old fir trees, no doubt a thing of the
past now. We always called Coxland Lane Boxalls Lane.

A.E.W.Mason is also mentioned, we knew him as Major Mason, was he an army man?
He used to wear a monocle, and walked about with a bulldog. Mrs Ford I remember very
well, my mother and Mrs Ford were founder members of Petworth Women's Institute. Mr
Ford worked with Mr Ballard in the electric light station as we called it. Ibelieve I am right
in saying that this was the third most powerful electricity building in England on a private
estate. One of the fly wheels generating the electricity was enormous, I was always
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POST CARD.

For Postage. in the United Kingdom only,

(For Address only),
this «pace mny be nsed for correspundence.,

[ ‘h’ Lb% Z{%u(’_\/ﬁ*‘fﬂ
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This card belonging to Christopher and Rosemary Knox is certainly Petworth, but who are
the pr_zopie? The postcard reads: "Dear Annie, what about this Ethel may be able to tell you
who is next to me. It was taken at Petworth Thursday." Note the policeman (back left).

2 & LVB% t‘(jquf‘""
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Book Review:

Michael Royall : The Petworth House of Correction.
As a fairly obvious subject for research the Petworth House of Correction has attracted
4 certain amount of attention over the years. It's a topic of general interest but very much
specific to Petworth at the same time. References tothe old gaol are not infrequentin theissues
of this Magazine. In many ways, not least in its use of material from the Goodwood archives,
this study supersedes anything that has been written before. Michael Royall has a background
in prison administration and an interest in the history of penal thinking, expertise vital to place
developments at Petworth in the context of what was happening elsewhere; without this back-
ground, the discussion tends to make the Petworth House an isolated phenomenon. It wasn't
of course. Ineffect Michael Royall has produced amonograph on prison thinking and discipline
in the early nineteenth century with particular reference to Petworth and this is as it should be.
In doing this he has produced at the same time one of the classical source books for Petworth
history, to be ranked with Kenyon's Town and Trades and Lord Leconfield's Perworth Manor.
I cannot summarise the book here. Inevitably it focuses on John Mance, governor for
some thirty years from the 1820s There is a well-documented discussion of silent as opposed to
separate prisons -adiscussion taking incontemporary parallelsinthe United States. Mance'scom-
bination of treadwheel and solitary confinement seems very harsh now, butit wasa harshage.

The rediscovery of Mance's book The Solider Spiritualised (Magazine 90) probably
came too late to be considered but the light it throws on Mance's upbringing and particularly
on the religious convictions underpinning his thinking might have contributed to making this
extraordinary man more comprehensible, while the first hand account by William Jacob
(Magazines 49,50 and 53) would have fleshed out the account of William Linton's later tenure
as governor.

These are mere quibbles. Local history is often poorly researched and produced. This
isn't. It's a substantial piece of research which will be much in demand when all copies have
been sold. It would be sensible to get hold of one while you can. Michael who was at the
Jubilee exhibition, has printed 250 copies. They can be obtained at £10.99 from Michael
Royall at Hoe Cottage, Hoe Lane, Flansham, Bognor Regis PO22 8NW. Please add £1.25 for
postage. Cheques should be made payable to St Wilfred's Hospice to whose benefit income
received from the book will be directed. Snap this book up while you can, as so often, when
it's gone, it's gone.

o

On the Beeton track

It is with some trepidation that the Society looks to the professionals for occasional 'special’
shows, for the fees charged are considerable and a sparse audience would cause our Hon
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Society/ still walking affer 25 years!

Sunday, April 1

lan and Pearl’s
Spring Walk

Cars leave the main car park

Keith's Jubilee walk poster.
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Audrey Grimwood with her Jubilee Cake.
[Photograph by lan Godsmark.]
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Ian and Pearl’s Spring walk. 11th April

Parking in the woods at Cowdray, then the public footpath over the golf course. All seems
quiet enough and there is mistletoe in the high, bare, spring branches. At first sight it looks
like rook's nests. Why is it so high up? The effect of some predator? Human perhaps?
Bluebells in the hedgerow, this looks an early season. A glance away towards the Queen
Elizabeth oak on the left but we don't pass near enough to have a good look. It would certainly
shelter a fugitive (or two, or three) but as a hiding-place it would be a little obvious. Douglas
says the tree features on the front cover of a new book about Sussex trees.

This is completely new territory for us, even after so many walks over the years. Going
to and fro to school at Midhurst I never asked what lay beyond the immediate view from the
road. A stop to catch up, we're straggling almost before we've started. It's a good turn-out,
certainly thirty, perhaps more. White dead nettle in profusion in the hedgerow; it's that fragile
time of year when a single plant can briefly dominate a whole bank, like the wild anchusa on
the left as you walk down from the Bartons.

We pick up a sunken path, we might even be in Hungers Lane. Again the white nettle
and the ubiquitous dog's mercury, "the spring's superb adventure" calls again and celandine
shines in the sun. Lords and ladies, "jack-in-the-pulpit" if you like. Does anyone call it that
any more? I read somewhere that this plant with its glistening treacherous scarlet berries has
more country names than any other. Campion is still to flower - just the pale green leaves as
yet. The path, parched by the drying April winds leads gradually uphill, eventually we have
to leave it, turning sharp left on to a farm track. Upper Vinings is a farmhouse tucked away
in the corner. Scuffing the dust of the track, the view to the Downs is set against clouds
scurrying in the clear wind-blown light. Loves Farm lies slightly below us with its metallic
outbuildings.

We gradually descend from the high ground to find Easebourne asleep on a Sunday
afternoon, clear water flowing swiftly, beside the road, glinting in the sun. Venerable
sandbags belie the water's apparent innocence. The occasional house with heavy yellow paint.
Cowdray territory.

Sharp left again, a path through long field grass. Away across the chestnutavenue and
back to the golf course. The bell is not apparently to warn of stray golf balls but to tell those
who are behind you that you've teed off. Golf remains an inscrutable mystery to me. Drinks
at the car, Ian's careful not to shake the lemonade. Everyone's had an excellent afternoon.

1

Ravens in Petworth Park

No! Sorry, not in 1999 but 1849. A.E. Knox wrote in his Ornithological Rambles in Sussex
of his encounters with this "King of the Corvids".
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I changed jobs and had to start earlier, I still looked in, but that much earlier, just to see the
furniture was as it should be.

Prices for hiring remained low, and although the Hall wasn't actually losing money, it
never made a surplus to put by for maintenance. I think the committee, representing their
various organisations, had a tendency to hold prices as low as they could. Decoration and
repair inevitably had to be kept to a minimum and the architect's twenty-one years came and
went largely unremarked. A new chairman, John Tidy, ran several discos and film-shows in
the 1980s to raise money to make repairs and redecorate. He had been a parish councillor and
found it extremely difficult to get them to take the Hall at all seriously. In the end he left the
council and became chairman of the Hall. The building of the new Fittleworth Hall drew
attention to the Hall's poor condition, exterior and interior. People still criticised the Hall
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exhibition set up ready (o open.

Owen Bridger receives a cheque and a framed photograph of the Leconfield Hall in
recognition of his long and valued service as caretaker.
[Photograph by lan Godsmark]

It flew originally on Parliament Building in Ottawa.

The Canadian flag was given to the Petw
[Photograph by David Wort.|

Part of the upstairs
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Two Iron Room pictures:
1) Petworth A.D.S. "Baa, Baa, Black Sheep." Iron Room October 1946.
[Photograph by George Garland.|

X

2) Petworth V.P.A. Dinner 1956.
[Photograph by George Garland.]




Dismantling the Battery House 1953.
[Photograph by George Garland.]

without offering any constructive alternative. There had, earlier, been some talk of putting
another hall on the Old Bakery complex but this never came to anything. The old hiring
system was being abused: preparation time now had to be booked and heating became a
surcharge. Hiring was still comparatively cheap: it still is. Special rates were set for
commercial bookings. The stock answer when people are challenged about some misuse is,
"We're a charity". Asif the Hall were anything else! At this time no one ever really thought
of serious grant money for the Hall.

As I leave the Hall this Easter after well over forty years I feel the Hall is stronger than
ithas ever been. The importance ofits central position is now widely recognised. The outside
is in excellent repair, the fire bells are back, and interior renovation is already under way. The
new lift will give access to the Upper Hall to those who up to now have effectively been denied
it. Public funds have given the Hall a new impetus, and the Parish Council's attitude has been
transformed. They have helped the Hall enormously, as have the Leconfield Estate. I've
fought for the Hall through some bad times but I think, at last, we're winning.

Owen Bridger was talking to the Editor.

A Busy Week

Late Marchis aseasononits own: agradually unrolling winter allows boys to practise football
in the Park on weekday afternoons but the ball still seems lumpy and awkward, either trickling
laboriously toward the goal or flying high over the bar. The wind blows across the stud-
scarred turf. The hour will go on at the weekend. The Leconfield Hall too runs quietly toward
the end of its unrestored days. It's the end of an era and an end of term feeling transmits itself
to the tired interior, the March sun suggesting late summer days and beams glinting on empty
desks. This "holiday" however will be a long one; late October at least before a refurbished
Hall rises again. A Millennium project if ever there was one. 1 am constantly surprised that
people seem to assume it's all done and look toward something else for the Millennium.

The various societies have already effectively moved out. The Masons, the W.I. with
their familiar blue willow-pattern crockery; the Petworth Society screen, tombola box,
projector stand and the revered "house full'" notice will go out on Sunday. The huge
downstairs table is going to the auctioneer's. It's a valuable item, unsuitable for the rough and
tumble of a public hall. We agree areserve with the auctioneer. How often the table has been
unceremoniously rolled in and out of the North Committee Room. The auctioneer shakes his
head and fears that a buyer will simply take off the magnificent top and leave the rest to its
own devices. "It happens all the time." The hallway looks decidedly empty with the familiar
table gone.

Talking of auctions, there was one at the Hall this week. When was there last a property
auction at the Hall? Not in my time as chairman and that's a good seven years. Stone House
Cottage and a cottage in High Street. The electric feeling of an auction and, at the same time,
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New Members

Miss J. Gumbrell, The Old Bakery, Byworth, Petworth.

Mrs E. Lee, 21 Viking Place, Burnley, Lancs., BB10 1DA.

Mr & Mrs N.F. Smellie, 4 Churchwood, Limbourne Lane, Fittleworth, Pulborough.
Mr & Mrs G. Stevenson, 3 South Grove, Petworth, GU28 0ED.

Mr A.J. Vinson, Oak Crest, Charing Heath Road, Charing, Kent, TN17 OAT.
Dr & Mrs P. Waugh, Coultershaw Farmhouse, Coultershaw, Petworth.

Mr B. Westlake, 5 Windor Grove, Bodmin, Cornwall, PL31 2BP.

Mrs D. Wilkinson, 4 Prospect Place, Totley Rise, Sheffield, S17 4HZ.

Mrs F. Marsland, 25 Manor Court, Newland, Sherborne, Dorset.

Mr & Mrs Earwicker, 3 Grinstead Place, Lancing, Sussex.

Mr & Mrs R. Oakley, 7 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Mr & Mrs P. Exall, 13 Willett Close, Duncton.

Mr & Mrs Craddock, Rectory Cottage, North Street, Petworth.

Mr & Mrs Ridgway, Paddock House, Gore Hill, Petworth.

Mr & Mrs Sosland, Horseshoe Cottage, Upperton, Petworth.

Mr J.H. Harrison, 46 Elmleigh, Midhurst.

Mr & Mrs Sinker, Hiltonbury Farmhouse Hotel, North Millers Dale, Chandlers Ford,
Eastleigh.

Miss S. Buckroyd, 2 White Hart Cottages, High Street, Petworth.
Mr & Mrs Gilpin, 19 Greatpin Croft, Fittleworth.

Mr R. Burrows, Apple Tree Cottage, Kirdford, Billingshurst.

Mr B. Peacock, 7 Dawtrey Road, Petworth.

Mr & Mrs R. Bolton, 3 Heathfield Close, Midhurst.

Father D. Pollard, St Mary's Rectory, Petworth.

Mr N. Callingham, ¢/o Miss R. Callingham, Grove Lane, Petworth.
Mr & Mrs A. Coney, Homefelde, Midhurst Road, Tillington.

Mrs J. Chatwood, 341 Cherry Row, High Street, Petworth.

Mr & Mrs K.M. Bridger, Fitzhall Lodge, Iping, Midhurst.

Mr & Mrs M. Oakland, Mill Farm Cottage, Lurgashall, Nr Petworth.

40 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.96







