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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, 56 Wyndham Road, Petworth GU28 0EQ
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr [an Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deboral Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mrs Mason, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. Itis suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

I have to report a certain
enforced inactivity owing
to the recent outbreak of
Jfoot and mouth disease. |
know that only a fraction
of our large membership
go on the walks; but many
members take an interest
in our accounts of then.
Without them the Society
seems just a little short of
breath. Perhaps it's just
my over-active imagi-
nation. As | write the
position does seem to be
easing slightly, The two
garden visits in June and
earlyJuly should certainly
go ahead, as should
Jeremy's River walk on
July 22nd now the first
walk of the season. lan and Pearl's walk will be on August 26th. In over twenty years of walks
and visits, sometimes in decidedly eccentric weather, this is the first time we have had o
cancel. Miles' Rogation Sunday walk was one of casualties of foot and mouth but the
Society's two large boundary markers are now in place at the top and bottom of Hungers
Lane, and other, smaller, ones are being put up. As Rogationtide is the appropriate time for
bound-treading our first essay in this esoteric art will be at Rogationtide next year.

The bimonthly book sale looks a fixture, and is going from strength to strength. It no
longer needs the support of an official Petworth Society evening to follow it. It's a very
enjoyable chance to meet people and indeed a somewhat robust occasion altogether. If you'd
like to help just let me (or Miles) know. Don't forget to come to the Leconfield Hall on June
16th and please let us have any books you no longer need.

I'mentioned in the last Magazine our intention to forge closer links with the Coultershaw
Beam Pump. Discussions are proceeding with the view to Petworth Society representation
on a new committee. If you would be interested please let me know — or simply drop in at
Coultershaw when the pump is open to the public. You'll be surprised. Please note a special
event in association with the Petworth Festival. One Wednesday July 18th the Beam Pump
will have a special Open Day ro mark the 21st anniversary of the Restoration. From I1-5
the attraction will be open with free admission to Society members. At 12.30 Lord Egreniont
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Deborah’s Crossword

Across

7 Tossed shoe about next to
the lake (9)

8 Petworth cottage restaurant
()

10 Forebear (8)

11 Ancient — Petworth square
with something missing! (5)
12 Engrave on metal with acid
@)

14 Artist who painted
decorative murals for the
grand staircase in Petworth
House (8)

17 & 26 down Sounds like an
ideal spot for picnics, in north
Petworth (7,5)

19 Craftsman named in local
Row (7)

22 see 23 down

24 Time gone by (4)

27 Blissful rustic scene (5)
29 Nickname for members of
local religious sect (8)

31 & 30 down Sweet
Petworth landmark, ravaged
by 1987 storm (5,4)

32 Awarded an honour or title
— such as an MBE! (9)

Down

1 & 2 Stomp along here

with 20 shillings to retrieve
your livestock? (5,6)

3 Author of “ A View of
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Edwardian Lurgashall” after
pruning (4)

4 All sorts like to take a
wander round (1,6)

5 Coagulated milk (4)

6 Mr. Crocombe — he’ Il shout
at you (4,5)

9 One of many performed for
our delight by 22 & 23 (4)

13 Watch out for a female
hiding in Cherry Row (3)

15 To conclude — a Heath
south of Petworth (3)

16 Wise enough to complete
this crossword (9)

18 A friend from Pallingham
3)

20 Current unit from 17 across
(3)

21 Piled up the hay? (7)

23 & 22 across Glitzy
entertainers who put the
Petworth Society in a festive
mood (4 & 8)

25 Where Three Moles live
near the old station (6)

26 see 17 across

28 Dry earth reveals a passage
of time (4)

30 see 31 across

Magazine 103 Crossword
Apologies for omission of
clue to 7 down, which
should have read “ House of
Correction™

Alison Neil "is" Charlotte Bronte.
Photograph taken at Petworth by lan Godsmark.



















for, the other suggested that it was stolen, and recommended his companion not to purchase.
Collins talked of his respectability, when one of the party bet him that he could not produce
50 sovereigns. The carrier went home for the money and joined the two fellows at an inn,
where they agreed to complete the purchase. After partaking freely of wine, one of the thieves
offered to put Collins' bag into his pocket for safety; in doing so, they changed the contents
for a quantity of new farthings, and immediately left the room. The bag contained between
50 and 60 sovereigns with which they got clear off."
From The Times 17th October 1798:;

"Yesterday se'nnight the following melancholy circumstance occurred in Petworth:
Mrs. Gould, wife of Mr. Gould, Carpenter, of that town, finding herself somewhat indisposed,
applied to a shopkeeper in the place who sold drugs, for a small dose of Magnesia Alba; but
the shopkeeper, owing to his window shutters having been left up, went to a wrong drawer,
and served Mrs. Gould with a dose of White Mercury, instead of the simple medicine she had
applied for. The unfortunate woman, on mixing and tasting the deadly potion, thought it
unlike Magnesia, and referred it to her husband, who likewise tasted it, and had his doubts;
she, however, swallowed remainder, and was shortly after seized with dreadful convulsions,
which, in spite of the best medical assistance, brought about her dissolution early on the
following moming. The husband, from the small quantity he had taken into his stomach by
taking the dose, was exceedingly ill for several hours, and is at present inconsolable for his
irreparable loss. Mrs, Gould was in a state of pregnancy."

Gwenda Morgan's Diary
1** to 16™ November 1939

November Ist. Pigs have gone. Swilled down the empty sty, also cleaned other lot of 11.
Hens. Then Nobby Blackman came along and he was helpful in emptying the barrow onto
the dung heap. Went mangling. Milked in afternoon and cleaned sheds.

Nov. 2nd. Hens. Pigs. Cowsheds. Mangels. They are almost finished now. Helped
Blackman drive a heifer up to another meadow. He and Stoner gave another heifer a dose of
something ~a whole bottleful of nasty red liquid stuff he had made from red powder. Milked
and cleaned sheds. Usually manage to catch a 'bus home at 5 o'c. now, and sometimes at 12
o'c too but that usually means running hard all through the village much to the amusement of
two workmen near the corner. It was my cake day. Every Thursday Knights' van comes round
with cake and the young man looks into the cowsheds to see what we want, and we take it in
turnstopay. Itseems very hot in the sheds this afternoon and I felt very sleepy, and just longed
for a nice cup of tea.

Nov. 3rd. Hens. Cowsheds. Very warm and sunny, like September weather. Held
sacks while Stoner filled them with cake mixtures for the cows. Spread leaves up on the
mangel field. Mangels are all pulled now, but not all carted. Milked. cleaned sheds. It's quite
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Publicity photograph by George Garland
for Northend House School, about 1950.

See "Wilson Hill : a recollection.”"
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Holland.

Wilson Hill in the garden at Stringers Hall.
See "Wilson Hill : a recollection."
Photograph courtesy of Christopher Holland.




CHEMIST

Wilson Hill's predecessor as chemist.

He took over the East Street shop in 1937,

See "Wilson Hill : a recollection."

Photograph courtesy of Christopher Holland,

a game trying to hurry the cows out after milking, before they mess up the yard. Una took
Margaret to Dr. Picton about the styes on her eyes.

Nov. 4th. Hens. The 11 pigs have now gone away. Am glad to have seen the last of
that dirty lot. Cleaned out the empty sty. Swept up barn, then helped Stoner fix up hurdles
and straw and hay round the shed where the mangels are being stored. Peter Thorne home for
half term weekend. M and A had little fireworks in the scullery.

Nov. 5th. Sunday. Lovely day, windy but clear and sunny. Church.

Nov. 6th. Hens. Leaf spreading again. Milked, cleaned sheds. A man came from
W.S.C.C. to take a test of the milk.

Nov. 7th. Hens. Helped Parker to fork out dung from the barn in the rickyard where the
4 little calves are. Poured with rain. Mr. Glover gave me a lift home from Byworth Corner
at mid-day. Milked, cleaned sheds. Barbara Blackman brought me a bag of chestnuts.

Nov. 8th. Hens. Leaf spreading. Went down Frog Hole way with message for
Callingham "If you hav'nt done the cattle, will you do them." Heaven knows what it meant,
and all Callingham said was, "Yes, I've done 'em." Milked, cleaned sheds. Mr. Nosey Parker
came round to inspect sheds etc.

Nov. 9th. Hens, sheds. More dung forking with Parker in barn. We use long handled
forks with 4 prongs, and Parker calls them "spuds". Poured with rain. Milked, cleaned sheds,
"helped'' by Sandy and Barbara Blackman. Lastnight there was an attempt on Hitler's life after
his speech in Munich.

Nov. I10th. Hens. Leaf spreading. Lovely morning at first. Bright with mists rising in
the distance and lovely deep colours and the high wind had dropped, but rain came after a
while. Went over to the field they're ploughing at Frog Hole with some tobacco for Mr. T.
Milked, cleaned sheds. Unatook M. again to surgery, but found Dr. Picton has joined up. Saw
""Sanders of the River".

Nov. I1th. Saturday and Poppy Day. Hens. Leaf spreading. Finished all the leaves
(except where they've not yet carted the mangels) and returned to farm yard. Place quite
deserted and only 25 mins. to 12. Everyone must have "knocked off" early finding Mr. & Mrs
T. and all gone out!

Nov. [2th. Sunday. Church. New curate, Mr. Mumby, preached.

Nov. 13th. Hens. Filled up some of the holes the pigs have made in the first meadow.
Milked, cleaned sheds. To tea with Miss Austins'. A ratkilled the baby bantams in the coop
in the rickyard. The mother bantam is now in with the other fowls in the meadow. They are
a very mixed lot. Brown cocks, bantams, small white hen, tiny brown chicken, some sort of
piebald speckled hens, some small dark things like game cocks, very perky, and one guinea-
fowl.

Nov. I4th. Hens. More filling up pig-trenches in the meadow. Pigs have had rings put
in their noses now so won't be ploughing up the grass any more. Milked, cleaned sheds. All
the heifers in the second shed are going to have calves within the next month or two.
Buttercup's is due in 4 weeks. She won't be milked after today. Haircut.

Nov. 15th. Hens. Filled tractor up with paraffin. Filled up more pig holes in the
meadow. The Storrington beagles came on the farm. They turned out a hare and a lovely
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Justice Lacaita

A significant figure in the Petworth area, Charles Carmichael Lacaita JP built Selham House
and lived there from 1893 to his death in 1933. He was the son of Italian Sir James Lacaita
MCMG, and the father of Captain Francis Lacaita MC. whose lives have been outlined in
earlier contributions to this magazine.'? These and the presentarticle were prompted by Frank
Lacaita's posthumous bookplate in 'The True Method of Dieting Horses' by William Gibson
(1731).

Born in 1853 in Scotland — at Castlecraig, near Peebles — Charles Lacaita barely
survived his first few days of life. His mother, Maria Clavering Gibson Carmichael, died of
puerperal fever soon after his birth. His godfathers were William Gladstone, the statesman
who was a close friend of his father — and Francis Nevile Reid, his uncle, a wealthy Scottish
landowner who had settled in Italy.

Most of Charles' childhood was spent in Scotland living with his widowed grand-
mother, Lady Anne Gibson Carmichael until her death when he was ten years old. His father
wrote of her in his diary 'Her home was my home; my sorrows and joys were hers; my child
was her own beloved child. She never let him feel that he had no mother. She was a rare
woman!' *Sir James lived in London and travelled to Italy on business and for political
purposes, visiting Castlecraig from time to time to see his son and Scottish relatives.

During childhood, and throughout his life, Charles stayed at the home of his Uncle
Francis and Aunt Sophie in Italy. They had lovingly restored the Villa Rufolo—a picturesque
and historic palazzo at Ravello on the Amalfi coast. Charles' lifelong fascination with botany
may have begun there.

Little is known of his early education — although he wrote of schoolmates who were ..at
Mr Davis' school at '"The Braddons'. Torquay, with me, in the winter of 1863-64.'* Charles
could have gone there following the death of his grandmother in 1863. He entered Eton at the
age of fourteen, and was an able pupil, excelling in Italian and winning the school racquets
championship towards the end of his time there. He claimed that he obtained only the medal
(second prize in the Newcastle scholarship examination) because he had taken part in the
racquets championship earlier on the same day.

From about seventeen years of age, in addition to staying at the Villa Rufolo, Charles
was able to visit Leucaspide, a 3000-acre olive farm acquired by his father on the heel of Italy.

He was an undergraduate at Balliol College, Oxford from 1872 to 1875, performing
with distinction in mathematics and in classics, obtaining double -first-class honours in these
subjects and, subsequently, the degree of Master of Arts. He won the tennis racquets
championship and played cricket for the University.

In 1875 he entered Lincoln's Inn and qualified as a barrister in 1879, Soon, however,
Politics became more attractive to him than Law. In 1885 he was appointed assistant private
secretary to Foreign Secretary Earl Granville, a former Liberal Prime Minister.

Charles' Scottish background was helpful to him as Liberal candidate for one of
Dundee's two seats in Parliament. He was the youngest of four seeking election. The local
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Bunty with Mrs Kerr at Culvercroft probably in 1915.
The tennis court is marked for the new season.
See "Podmore was big in Champagne."



















A Catalogue of the Records of the Diocese of Chichester. (1966).
For further reference to the Peachey family see — Jerrome: Not All Sunshine Hear

(sic). A History of Ebernoe. (1996).

M.C.

New Members

Mrs. B.M. Ball

Mr. & Mrs. A. Clarke
Mr. & Mrs. Coward
Mr. C. Holland

Mrs. E.D. Hopper
Mr. T. Ingman

Mr. & Mrs. E. Ireland
Mrs. D. Jamieson
Mrs. D. Longly

Ms. Evelyn Paley

Mr. D. Parsons

Mr. & Mrs. C. Pearce
Mr. R. Philo

Mr. C.D. Reynolds

Mr. & Mrs. P. Rollinson

Mr. R. Wadey

Mrs. J. Wright

Mrs. A. Angier

Mrs. A. Azis

Mr. & Mrs. J. Fitch
Mrs. J.LE.A. Ford
Mrs. D. Holmes
Susie Humphreys
Mrs. H.F. Whitcomb
Jan Hampson

19, Carlton Avenue, Bognor Regis, PO21 3LS.
High Hoes Barn, Hoes Lane, Petworth, GU28 0JB.
10, Chestnut Avenue, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 0BU.
, Moatlands Cottages, Vowels Lane, Kingscote, West Sussex,
RHI19 4LL.
5, Chequers Court, Station Road, Petworth, GU28 0ES.
Yaffle Cottage, 3, Churchwood, Fittleworth, RH20 1HP.
4, Meadow Way, Petworth.
Frayles, School Lane, Fittleworth.
3, White Hart Cottages, High Street, Petworth.
Oxford Cottage, Grove Street, Petworth.
11, Wyndham Road, Petworth.
5, Orchard Close, Petworth, GU28 0SA.
Grinsteads Farm, London Road, Petworth, GU28 9L.1.
Pintail, 1, Gillmans Cottages, Marringdean Road, Billingshurst,
RHI14 9HD.
No.l Tripp Hill Farm Cottages, Fittleworth, RH20 1ER.
78, Parsonage Road, Henfield, West Sussex, BNS 9HZ.
359, Shimmings Hill, Petworth.
Levitone Cottage, Lavington Park, Petworth,
73, Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28 0BX.
Brinksole House, Brinksole, Petworth, GU28 OHF.
28, Common View, Stedham, Midhurst, GU29 ONX.
16, Hampers Green, Petworth.
2, The Drive, Lavington Park, Petworth, GU28 ONE.
517-2050 Amhurst Hts. Dr., Burlington, Ontario, Canada, L7P 4M6.
6, Tobruk Crescent, Birmingham Gardens, New South Wales,
Australia, 2287

Mr. & Mrs. A. Nicholls 1,Hyffold Cottages, Strood Green, Wisborough Green, Billingshurst,

Mr. T.J. Austin

1, St James Avenue, Bexhill-on-Sea, TN40 2DN. RH140HL.

Mrs. M. Fraser-Petherbridge 73, Southwick Street, Southwick, Sussex.

Ms. J. Renshaw

1, Pound Close, Petworth, GU28 OHX

[Some names should have appeared in an earlier Magazine. My apologies. Ed.]
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