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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Betty Hodson, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons,
Mrs Ros Staker, Mr JI. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mr Bellis (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.
Society Town Crier

Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

This Magazine seems to have a character of its own, as I hope every issue does. Among
other things we have a desultory excursion along the area's more sequestered waterways
in the company of E.M. Synge and Harold Roberts. [ think the contents cover the quarter
fairly thoroughly but I would draw your particular attention to the 25th anniversary
celebration of Coultershaw Beam Pump on July 13", All Society members are invited.
See Activities sheel.

On separate sheets you will have notice of the Shulbrede Priory trip and the annual
dinner, again, this year, in September. Like the June boat trip, both will no doubt be
overbooked. We do try to see that everyone receives their Magazine at the same time;
the local deliveries being held back to allow the postal Magazines to arrive. At least this
is the theory. I suppose there may be a little variation in local deliveries but most
distributors seem to operate effectively a "same day" service.

Oh, and don't forget us if you have any books to spare — Peter on 342562 or Miles
on 343227. The April book sale was absolutely frantic. We've now five weeks to recover
and replenish. By the time you read this, of course, we'll be looking to June.

Peter 14" April

The Horsham Road chapel in the 1890s (see Miles' article in Magazine 119). Reproduction
from photostatwill be grainy. I believe there is an original at the West Sussex Record Office.
(Ed]
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shopper. Such are the means of getting monies into the Society's coffers.

I should also mention the generosity of our members in that over £1,000 was received
in donations last year. Very much appreciated!!

Statistically, we are in a healthy state with members and funding. At the last count
(March 05) we had 626 members, and if we included in the figures 'other halves' then the
membership if nearer 1200. Some 337 members live in and around Petworth and 273 live
elsewhere in the UK from Elgin in Scotland to Bodmin in Cornwall and Jersey in the Channel
Islands. Overseas members reside in Australia, Canada, United States, Cyprus and France.

Interestingly, 9 new members have joined since 1 March — must get them on the
computer!!!
(From the treasurer 2005 style.]

Just 'flying a kite', Peter

Just 'flying a kite Peter, but I don't suppose you know of anybody who owns a magic lantern
do you? You know, one of the old-fashioned ones for putting on slide shows. Well, if we
had one perhaps we could put on a show in the Leconfield Hall. Afterall the old building must
have played host to dozens of lantern shows and lectures during the Victorian years and
probably right up to the years between the wars, though I suspect that by then they were
becoming rather 'old-hat'.

The thing is even if we did have one would today's audiences be likely to appreciate
what is after all a rather basic type of entertainment; surely our members are far too
sophisticated for that sort of thing. O.K. they may not be into play stations and video games
but lantern-slides, come on. After all how many of them would even know what a magic
lantern is, and before you say anything, no, it isn't the type that Aladdin rubbed to summon
his genie.

Well just by chance, uhum! I happen to know just the place to lay my hands on a
genuine Victorian magic lantern, actually it's lying around at home still in its original box just
dying to get out, bit like the genie I suppose. The only troubleis ama bit short on slides and
this is where you come in. If anybody has any old lantern slides lying around in a garden shed
or up in the loft would they be interested in lending them to me. Don't worry about the
condition as they can be sorted and cleaned and if you are unsure whether they are lantern
slides then a simple rule is that they are usually three and a quarter inches square — or there
abouts — and often have a dark coloured gummed paper border to each slide. If in doubt  am
happy to advise on suitability.

Finally itis just possible that we may have amember whorecalls visiting a lantern show.
I would be very interested in talking to anybody with any knowledge of lanterns. Certainly
they are not difficult to operate as mine has been converted to electric light but would
originally have been lit by lime or paraffin.

Please ring Miles on 343227 if you can help.
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A school outing from East Street about 1900. Mabel Whitcomb right.

Photograph by George Steggles
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Pulborough Bridge in the 1890s. E

A Victorian Magic Lantern Show

The time of OUR lives?

Was it for the fourth of fifth time that the Time of Our Lives Music Theatre (originally Gilt
and Gaslight Theatre Company) came to entertain us with their humour and song recalling
times that have all but gone?

Their first visit was at Christmas, 1997, before the refurbishment of the Leconfield Hall,
with a show entitled "When Movies were Movies' (see the review 'All Change for Christmas'
in Magazine 91). Personnel change but Dympna Le Rasle is the constant producer, performer
and administrator. She seems to enjoy coming as much as we enjoy having her. When they
came in 1999 with 'Millennium Memories' there was a heavy snowfall during the evening and
Dympna's car couldn't make it up Fox Hill and so she and another of the company spent the
night at Trowels with Peter and Marian, which no doubt strengthened the ties already forged.

'Two for the 1/9s' was an updated — if that's the right word — version of that first show
and so we were reminded again of Al. Jolson, Groucho Marx, Jessie Matthews, Noel Coward
and Gertrude Lawrence, Carmen Miranda, Fred. Astaire and Ginger Rogers, Gracie Fields,
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A hint of an immemorial past. Annie Ransom's Regligious Subjects certificate for 1877.
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“Do you remember the Christmas plays? Despite the efforts to Miss Slade and Mrs
Easterbrook, we never seemed able to get them quite right. The plays would be put on,
mainly for parents, I suppose, in the old Iron Room. We’d have some help from the Boys’
school.”

“Before the war the coal for the stoves was kept in the enormous cellar that ran between
the classrooms. One day, however, probably in 1939, we arrived to find the cellar empty and
the coal moved into the playground. Then there were practices in which the teachers tried to
get the whole school into the cellar. It wasn’t really big enough. ‘Move back, move back.’
‘Pull your stomachs in.’ Those at the back were pressed ever harder against the back wall. In
the end we didn’t use the cellar but simply got under the desks when the siren sounded.”

“Playtime you could get out of the playground into the passageway by Mrs Burdock’s
and out into East Street to buy sweets. Of course, it wasn’t allowed. The trouble was that to
get to Meachen’s on the corner you had to cross the road. Too risky. It was better to keep
on the same side of the road and go down North Street to Mrs Tyrrell’s little shop. The
difficulty there was to get back in time.”

“I’ve never eaten cabbage since.” “I’ve never eaten Spam. I was forced to eat it and
it put me off for life.”

“The school closed in 1965 and I had one year there before transferring to the new
Primary School. We were still going down to Culvercroft, crocodile-style for mid-day. We
had to eat everything but I hated cabbage - I always feared I'd find a slug. Tused to stuffit
into my pockets and gradually distribute it on the way back to East Street.”

Nail inspection, times tables on the wall, Bunny Wootton standing on tiptoe to reach
the top of the piano, the teacher’s desk conveniently adjacent to the tortoise stove and it feeling
colder the further you were away from that stove. If the old building had a soul it would have
enjoyed the afternoon as much as the returning exiles so obviously did.

B

‘Cork-Up’

Red Lion cork? Why yes Mother had one and Aunt Ivy Payne too. I may be wrong but I
suppose that most people of a certain age at Petworth had one. I was quite young when I
remember walking through the Square in Petworth with Aunt Ivy and her saying ‘cork-up’ to
someone or other and this person produced a cork with the initials RL stamped into a brass
cap. Aunt Ivy told me that if a member of the Red Lion Cork Club couldn't produce a cork
when asked then a fine would have to be paid. I have no idea what the club was about; perhaps
it was a clothing or Christmas club? I do seem to recall being told that George Baxter regularly
forgot his cork and was often fined for it.

Edie Farn née Hewson was talking to Miles Costello
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illness. In 1979 John married Bunny and in particular they shared a strong mutual interest in
bowls for many years. Throughout their married life they have lived in Rosemary Close
alongside a group of very good friends and supportive neighbours. Bunny has been a great
source of support to John in the final few weeks of his life.

In Petworth John will be remembered for a number of things
Providing what some would say was a rather old fashioned but highly knowledgeable service
at Bacon & Co, a business which itself commenced in the row of shops which used to front
St Mary's Church before moving to Saddlers row. In latter years Bacon & Co. became a true
institution in the town. He had an encyclopaedic memory for names and relationships and
would frequently surprise customers by knowing their shoe sizes even if they didn't know
themselves!

As a sportsman he was an outstanding footballer for Petworth, (and I believe a rather
uncompromising left back!). He was a member of the Benevolent Cup winning team in 1950,
a major achievement for such a small town. He played in the National Bowling Champion-
ships having qualified through the Sussex County Championships. Playing with Joyce he
played many badminton matches and also was a keen snooker player.

His main passion
was horticulture, an
interest which went
right back to his
roots. He was a
passionate
and extremely know-
ledgeable gardener
and through this
interest built a large
network of friends
throughout the area.

I think that
overall he will be
remembered as an
intelligent, generous,
self effacing and
overwhelmingly
nice man. He was a
good friend to many
people, very sup-
portive of his family
and a proud grand-
father of Fiona and

Alison. We will all
Capt. T.J. Christie M.C. M.A. No. I Commando Brigade Signals. miss him a lot.
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i Below I have included my father's citation for the Military Cross as this is perhaps the

best way to explain this particularact of bravery. Apologies for the length but1 feel inadequate
to edit it. I think the lesson here is that ordinary people can achieve extraordinary things if
they have enough belief.

Citation

Royal Signals (1* Commando Brigade Signal Troop)
Lt Christie is the lines officer in the 1st Commando Brigade Signal Troop. He was in charge
of the line party detailed to produce line communication across the RHINE after Brigade had
made good the bridgehead at WESEL. It was considered vital that this line should be laid at
the earliest possible moment. This task was extremely hazardous. All bridges across the
RHINE had been demolished and there was considerable shelling and sniping of all bridge
exits.

As soon as a message had been received that the objective had been captured Lt Christie
took a small picked line party down to the demolished railway bridge. At this point the town
of WESEL had not been completely cleared of the enemy and the Line party had to work in
full view of an enemy machine gun post sited upstream on the EAST bank of the River,

Ordering his small party to pay out the line Lt Christie commenced climbing across the
twisted bridge spans carrying the line with him. At times he had to climb over girders 100ft
above the river while at other times he picked his path along spans which were partly
submerged in the water.

The pull on the quadruple cable whenever it touched the water was tremendous,
nevertheless by sheer courage and determination, Lt Christie crossed the full 1,500ft length
of the demolished bridge under heavy shell fire and spasmodic sniping and machine gun fire,
and thus enabled vital communications to be established before the first pontoon bridge had
been commenced. This officer's devotion to duty and complete disregard for his own safety
was an inspiration to all who witnessed it.

Throughout the Campaign he has continuously shown a high standard of efficiency,
and his work in line laying during the difficult operations over the RHINE, WESER, ALLER,
and the ELBE has, at all times been beyond praise.

Recommended by:

D. MILLS ROBERTS, M.C.
Brigade Commander

1* Commando Brigade

(via Capt. Bruce Beattie R. Signals.)
LE:

[I am grateful to Ron and Sheila Pidgley for suggesting that this be included in the Magazine.
Ed.]
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A 500-year-old echo (or older)

When Henry VIII, as Lord of the Manor of Petworth, enclosed the 60 acres of Petworth
Common east of the ridge of the Arbour Hill, north of the Conyger (ie Warren, a privilege
reserved to the lord), he built a bank and park pale (palisade) round it. Or it may be the
Conyger's pale, ie 12-15th century. For a sketch-plan of its location, see Peter Jerrome,
"Cloakbag and Common Purse", pages 20-21 (1979), and for description see pages 16-17.
Part of its south-east pale is still visible, as a low bank about 20 feet wide, issuing to about 18
inches in height, with ditch along its north side, about 5 feet wide. On this would have stood
the palisade. Itis visible due east of the south part of the Arbour Hill (where the ridge begins,
after the Arbour itself), running west from the narrow plantation north of the Kennels, along
the Park Wall. It runs at least 100 yards. Inoticed it on the frosty fine morning of 27 December
2004. The bank and ditch will have been more formidable obstacles when first erected. This
remnant is about two-thirds along the length of the plantation north from the Kennels.

Jeremy Godwin

A Balls Cross family

Alan F. Clarke, 5 Chelveston Crescent, Solihull, West Midlands B91 3YB
10th April 2005
Dear Peter,

I wonder if the following would be of interest to you for
publication in PSM.

You may remember the Walter Kevis photograph of
Elliott's shop, Balls Cross which you printed in the PSM of
September 2001. The back ground to this family is as follows:

James Elliott (b Kirdford 1843) married Ann Collyer (b
Bisley 1847) in Chertsey 1865. They were my great grandpar-
ents. My grandmother Annie Cordelia Elliott was born in 1866
at Langhurst Hill, Kirdford.

In the mid 1890's James farmed Idolsford as well as
keeping the shop at Balls Cross.

Whilst at Langhurst in 1869 James had a fracas with Mrs
Boxall, a neighbour, (Not all sunshine hear, the Window Press).

My grandmother married William Pullen (1867—1921) at
Petworth Register Office in 1891 and they lived at the cottage
next to the shop at Balls Cross. My other, Annie Elizabeth

Annie Cordelia Pullen ~ Pullen was born there in 1894.
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"Funny what falls out of old books."
A posteard of Fernhurst a hundred years ago.
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Wally Thorn closing The Wheatsheaf Inn for the last time on May 18, 1959. On the left is
Charlie Peacock the well known builder and undertaker who lived just down the road in
the former Running Horse beer house. Charlie died some years later while out collecting
the body of Harry Wakeford the landlord of The White Heart at Stopham. Standing in the
middle is Jack Holland who would travel over once a week from Witley in Surrey to play
darts at The Wheatsheaf.










‘As Much as They Please’. A Petworth
Workhouse Diet of 1833

Bill of Fare for the Poorhouse.'
Sunday

Breakfast: Gruel as much as they please”

Dinner: Meat pudding 100z, or boiled pork or bacon 60z. Bread 4oz, vegetables as much

as they please™

Supper:  Bread 70z, cheese 20z, or butter 10z.
Monday

Breakfast: As before.

Dinner:  Soup 3lb 20z.

Supper:  Same as Sunday.

Tuesday

Breakfast: As before."

Dinner:  As Sunday.

Supper:  As before.

Wednesday

Breakfast: As before.

Dinner:  Suet pudding, 11b vegetables.

Supper:  As before.

Thursday

Same as Sunday throughout.

Friday

Breakfast: As before.

Dinner:  Soup, 31b 20z.

Supper:  As before.

Saturday

Breakfast: As before.

Dinner:  Bread 90z, cheese 20z.

Supper:  Bread 8oz, cheese 2oz. :

nb. If cake were given for supper instead of bread then the quantity to be 100z.
Beer during supper and dinner as much as they wish.”

Men who go out to work"

Breakfast: Bread 100z, cheese 20z.

Dinner; Same as breakfast. _ ‘
Supper: Meat 70z. Bread 50z with hot meat, 80z with cold meat. Vegetables with hot meat.
The meals to be at the following times: .
Breakfast: 8 o'clock. Dinner: 1 o'clock. Supper: 6 o'clock.

Miles Costello
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i WSRO PAR/149/12/1. Petworth Churchwardens minute book June 6" 1833.

" Itisunclear clear whether the gruel was made with milk or simply flour boiled in water with saltadded
for seasoning. Indeed this latter recipe was also recommended as the breakfast diet of prisoners in
_ the Petworth House of Correction.
'As much as they please', uncharacteristically generous perhaps, but any such signs of benevolence
would disappear with the rigid uniformity introduced by the Poor Law Amendment Act (1834).
Designed to rid the country of the huge disparity in conditions the act would improve the regime of
the worst institutions while destroying any advances made in the better ones. From 1834 every inmate
would have the right to have his food weighed in front of him but as in the case of poor Oliver Twist
~ with no expectation of receiving any additional rations.
'As before' is a constant term used throughout the workhouse and penal systems and it would appear
that the monotony of the diet rather than the quantity of the food was generally used as a deterrent.
_ While beer was freely available to all inmates, spirits were strictly outlawed.
In setting the diet of working inmates the vestry had to balance the need to encourage the men to work
and to keep them physically fit while at the same time ensuring that the inmates were not better fed
than those parishioners not dependant upon poor relief.

Edward Millington Synge

Peggy Synge kindly sends this account of the work of Edward Millington Synge, clearly
written almost a century ago. We include some examples of Synge's work. A Harold Roberts
impression of Rowners at Wisborough Green appeared in the March Magazine. [Ed.]
E. M. SYNGE, A.R.E.

EDWARD MILLINGTON SYNGE, born, at Malvern in 1860, comes of an old Irish family.
He was named "Millington" after Canon Millington, who, in the 16th century, was, onaccount
of his musical talents, summoned to sing at the Court. He made such an impression that, by
Royal Command, his name was changed from Millington to Synge (pronounced Sing).
Educated first at the Grammar School at Norwich, then under Dr. Jessopp, E. M. Synge passed
on to Haileybury College and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took honours in the
Classical Tripos.

Owing to delicacy of health, he trained for land agency in Shropshire, and later was
appointed agent to large estates in Surrey and Sussex, making his home at Weybridge.

He had always employed his spare time with a pencil, but one day a notice, "Etching
taught here," in a shop window attracted his attention, and he took some lessons in the
rudiments of copper-plate etching. In 1891, he joined the evening class at the Westminster
School of Art, then under Mouat Loudan, travelling to town for two hours' work whenever
his time permitted.

Meanwhile, his spare time and holidays were devoted to etching, in which he had the
benefit of advice and encouragement from Mr. Frank Short.

Further kindly help was given by Sir Seymour Haden, President of the Royal Society
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example was the one at the rear of the Black Horse at Byworth which pumped spring water
to a reservoir on the east side of the village. Every Friday we’d go down to check. The
reservoir served all Byworth including the Bailliewick and also places like Frog Hole and
High Ban at Egdean, with the local fields. It had been installed in 1889. Another ram was
situated at Duncton Manor farm and there was a larger one at the rear of the Cricketers at
Duncton. The water came from a nearby pond, and the ram was much larger than the Byworth
one, and capable of pumping water over Duncton Hill. All the farms between the top of
Duncton Hill and the buildings in Droke Lane on the way to Singleton, had supplies
supplemented by deep wells. The ram went on working until 1960. Trouble at Duncton could
mean going out to rectify the fault, usually a lack of compression in the ram’s air chamber.
The solution was to dismantle the pulse valve, reassemble and recharge. There would follow
the long trek up Duncton Hill to the reservoir (still bicycles in those days) then the equally long
wait with hand over the outlet of the rising main. You’d feel for the air, hoping that the water
was pushing it out of the pipe. Finally after what seemed an eternity came a little dribble of
airy water, then a few gurgles, spits and sputters until a steady stream about two fingers wide
poured into the first of two thousand gallon tanks. If the water was a little rusty that didn’t
matter. Then it was down the hill, back to the ram, to make everything safe.

Jumbo Taylor was talking to the Editor.
To be continued.

New Members

Mrs. V. Baines 119 Fareham Park Road, Fareham, Hants. PO15 6LN.
Mrs. B. Blackman 339 Cherry Row, Petworth.

Mr. J. Franks Fairview House, Rosemary Lane, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. R. Greene '‘Easwrith', 9 London Road, Pulborough, RH20 1AP.
Mr. R. & Miss V. Hunt 376 Byworth, GU28 OHL.

Mrs. E. Lee L-ittle Lombard, Lombard Street, Petworth, GU28 0AG.
Mrs. E. Lord 22 Claremont Way, Midhurst, GU29 9BN.

Mr. & Mrs. M. Peddar 21 Meaford Avenue, Stone, Staffs. ST15 8LT.

Mrs. S. Reed Stag Cottage, Balls Cross, Petworth, GU28 9JP.

Mrs. J. Taylor Bamboroughs, Lombard Street, Petworth.

Mrs.D. Waddington 'Langley', Pathfields Close, Haslemere, GU27 2BL.
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