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PROGHR

MIME:.

Wednesday Sept. 23rd.

Harvest Festival Service at 7 p.m.

Special Preacher :

Thursday (24th)
8 a.m. Holy Communion.
12—1 p.m. Visit to Petworth House.
4—6 p.m. Excursions in surrounding country.

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.

8 pm. Special Musical Service of Praise and Thanksgiving.

Opening address by the Rev. J. T. Pennosg, Rector.

Special Speaker : The Rev. RicHARD DE Bary,
on “The Kingdom of God in the Past.”

I'viday (25th)
8 a.m. Holy Communion.
11 a.m. Morning Prayer and Litany.

12.30 p.m. Visit to Fittleworth.
(Train leaves Petworth 1.12 p.m.)

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.
8 p.m. Special Service, with Music for Violin & Organ.

Address by TrE VEN. ARCHDEACON OF CHICHESTER.
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Saturday (26th)

8 a.m. Holy Communion.
4—6 p.m. Tennis and Woodland Tea-party
at Kirdford Priory.

6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.
8 p.m. Special Service, with Music for Violin & Organ.

Sunday (27th)
8 am. Holy Communion.
11 a.m, Special Preacher :
6.30 p.m. Trae Rev. W. 1. Ricaarps, D.D.,
Travancore, S. India.

Monday (28th)
8 am. Holy Communion.
11 am. Visit to Chichester Cathedral.
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.
8. p.m. Special Service, with Music for Violin & Organ.
Address by Tae Rev. RiorarD DE Bary,
on “The Kingdom of God in the Present.”

Tuesday (29th) (Saint Michael and all Angels).
8 a.m. Holy Communion.
12—1 p.m. Visit to Petworth House.
3—4.30 p.m. A Woodland Ramble.
6.30 p.m. Evening Prayer.
8 p.m. Garden Concert and Féte at Kirdford Priory.

If the weather is unsuitable, this Concert will tuke place in the frou
Room, Pstwortl, by kind permission of Loxn LECONVIBLD).
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Produced by Mr. John Pudney and compered by ‘‘Gardener’’ C. H. Middleton,
Petworth presented what is, probably, the best  ‘Parish Mag'” that has been done in the series
so far.

At half past seven, when the broadcast was timed to start, Petworth’s little streets
presented a very deserted appearance, and there is no doubt that those who were able to do
so were in their houses waiting by the side of their wireless sets. This, perhaps, accounted for
the medium-sized audience at the Legion Club.

With one exception the cast was an all-local one, and this one exception very nearly
**stole the bill.”” She was Margaret Osborn, a 13-years-old London school girl who has been
evacuated to Tillington. Her singing of **Curly Headed Babby’” won loud applause from her
visible audience, and, over the microphone, the promise of a kiss from Mr. Middleton after
the show was over. Incidentally this promise was fulfilled—and Producer John Pudney got
a kiss as well!

After Mr. Middleton had introduced the place, Chum Whitcomb’s Band (the *‘Clefs”’
Dance Band) entertained, there was excellent singing by the Tillington Social Club’s quartet
(Miss D. Collins, Mrs. C. Wilson, Archie Gibson and Jesse Daniels), with Mr. F. G. Chandler
conducting; and then George Garland, in the character of “*Bill Stubbins,” told in Sussex
dialect of the adventures as an L.D.V. of his mate “‘old Eli Enticknap.™

Reg. Greest attacked the Darts record (at present held by Wiltshire in this series) and
put up a very creditable show. Mr. F. Streeter (of Petworth House Gardens) made, as he has
done before, a very able partner for his old friend Mr. Middleton in the gardening talk.

Tenant of the Tolls

Mrs. King made all mouths water and won hearty applause when she told just how to
make a ‘*Sussex Dripped Pudden’’; and after Margaret had charmed everybody with her very
musical voice, Mr. Arch Knight told about Petworth’s Ancient Charter Fair, and of the
interesting privileges he enjoys in his capacity as * ‘Tenant of the Tolls’’ in Petworth, an office
which has been held by his family since 1887. Mr. Alfred Purser, an old Petworthian, told
of his services in the last War, and sent Petworth’s message of good luck to all local lads
serving in this.

With the singing of the Tillington Quartet, Petworth’s first broadcast came to an end.
(Sussex Daily News August 3rd 1940)

Illustration: See main pictures.

This grainy sequence of four Lombard Street pictures, possibly taken by Mr Boss, comes
from 1950 or 1951. As well as being atmospheric, they also reflect a crucial moment in
Petworth's history. Lying upstairs in Mr Earle's shop and apparently undisturbed for forty
years and more, were the priceless Kevis glass negatives, now kept at Petworth House in the
care of the West Sussex Record Office. In 1951 they were rescued by George Garland.
Despite the shop sign, Herbert Earle, Walter Kevis' nephew, does notseem to have practised
photography, although he did sell local picture postcards.

These prints courtesy of Arden and Anstruther Lombard Street.
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Ten tons of Blackcurrants

Writing in the last magazine, Olive Larter, who is my aunt, recalled that her father had been
killed in 1917. He had worked as gardener for Lord Woollavington and the family had Rose
Cottage, on the right as the road to Chichester bends at the entrance to what is now Seaford
College. As the gardener’s cottage it was a tied house but the family were given temporary
permission to remain there until the end of the war. My own father and mother were living
at Rose Cottage, in factI am told that I was born there. It wasn’t long, however before we all
moved to Ivy Cottage opposite Duncton Church.

After the 1914-1918 war my grandfather, father and uncle took a strip of land on
Duncton Common with a view to turning it into an orchard, and it was there that my father
spent the rest of his working life. Turning off the A283 at the Graffham turning, and passing
Herringbroom Cottages on the right the orchard lay a little further on to the left. It was created
from scratch although there was an existing cottage on the site: the men digging and preparing
the ground themselves. They also took over an older, smaller orchard off Beechwood Lane
which you reached by turning left as you came down off Duncton Hill. There was a long fruit-
growing tradition at Duncton; the Turner family at Duncton Mill had always been known for
their apples and the Knight family were noted wassailers, a long established Duncton
tradition, as, of course, was stoolball mentioned by Aunt Olive and something I loved as much
as she did.

The family grew all kinds of fruits, not simply tree fruit. My uncle Jack left after a time
to join the forces, leaving as permanent staff my grandfather, my father, a cousin and another
full-time worker. Atbusy times we took on seasonal pickers who would come regularly year
by year. In the soft fruit season the orchard could be very busy indeed. Nothing was collected,
my father would load the lorry and take down to Portsmouth Market the fruit that had been
picked the previous day. Monday, Wednesday and Friday were his market days during the
season. One year we took down ten tons of blackcurrants so you can see it was quite a sizeable
concern. During the war when Portsmouth was being heavily bombed a journey to the market
could be daunting but Dad always got back safely.

In the early days, just after the Great War, my father would have to take someone with
him in the lorry because on the way up Duncton Hill he had to keep filling the radiator as the
lorry struggled up the hill. Blackcurrants were packed in twelve pound chips, much heavier
weights than today. You’d think that by the time they arrived at Portsmouth they would be
jam - but they weren’t. AsIsay, they had been picked the day before. Apples could be stored
for a reasonable time: there was a store on the Graffham Road and they were kept in heavy
two-bushel boxes, then loaded on to the lorry as required. You’d need to turn them over fairly
regularly while they were in store but basically they kept quite well. It was storage really that
killed offthe orchard in the 1970s. You couldn’t compete with the big cold stores and putting
in refrigeration would have been uneconomic. Apples and pears in variety, plums, yes, the
orchard grew most things.

The pickers were, as I said, seasonal and would come year by year, mainly, perhaps,
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¥ Couinty Times
SOUTH DOWNY’ BEST
WARD

Celebrating the best of the district

it the Horsham

ng District
- Council

HIGHLY
COMMENDED

Readers of the Horsham-based West Sussex County Times votedto give the Societya **Highly
Commended’’ Certificate in the Community Organisation Category atan Awards Evening in
Horsham on May 10th. This was to acknowledge the success of the Society's Fair Appeal for
the Harris Brothers carousel.

32 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.124

The Estate Office
When not required at the Town Hall or for showing pictures in House, to make up time in,
writing, or acting as “Messenger in the Office or any other work as required.”
Generally
The hours for duty to be from 9.0 am to 6.0 pm each day with the exception of Saturdays when
the Office is closed at 2.0 pm and when the Town Hall is required in the evening.

Wages 20-/- per week and Cottage and Garden free.

One month’s notice to be given by either side to terminate engagement.

Note: In her book Freya Stark®, Caroline Moorehead writes of Lord David Cecil recalling
his first meeting with the writer and explorer at a Petworth weekend house party. “The House
seemed full of printed notices telling the guests which rooms were open to them and which
were not. The drawing room had a table with Dresden china clearly marked, ‘Do not handle
the china.” As the guests were filing in to dinner, Lord Cecil noticed Freya Stark, at that time
a stranger to him. She was holding a piece of Dresden. ‘You see,’ she said, ‘I’'m handling
the china.’

This incident would reflect the early 1930s.

¢ Penguin 1985 page 52

Thoughts on a gift list

Courtesy of the Petworth Society January Book Sale I have become the owner of a catalogue
of the presents given to the Queen and Prince Philip on the occasion of their wedding in 1947.

Unsurprisingly gifts from members of the Royal Family come first (a necklace, earrings
and a pair of Purdeys from the King) but otherwise the gifts seem to be listed in a completely
random order.

Thus on page 182 we find:
1945 People of all Races of North Borneo

A large native brass bound carved wood chest with tray, and a small casket
1946 Senior Hipolito Sanchez Ledesma

A Spanish translation of ““Romeo and J uliet’” in two volumes in a leather case the size

of a matchbox
1947 Mrs Denise Wren and Miss Rosemary Wren

Three coloured pottery jugs made by the donors

[ am intrigued by the matchbox sized Shakespeare. It must surely have been printed
in such tiny type as to be almost illegible so that it can’t have mattered very much what
language it was written in.

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.124 33




























Mr. E. Harber

Sir G. Heathcote
Miss L. Hoskin

Miss G. Huggins

Mr. P. Hughes

Mr. G. Hurrell

Mr. & Mrs. R. Lamb
Mrs. O. Larter

Mrs. C. Leech

Mrs. G. Miller

Mrs. S. Morgan

Fr. P. Newsam

Mr. & Mrs. Pelling
Mr. J. Pullen

Mr. S. Pullen

Mrs. L. Pearce

Mr. & Mrs. R. Thatcher
Mr. H. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. 1. Wadey
Mr. N. Williams

Mrs. O. Beveridge
Mr. C. Bristow

Mrs. F. Brown

Mr. & Mrs. B. Dallyn
Mrs. A. Durrent

Mr. & Mrs. P. Higgins
Mrs. N. Hornsby

Mrs. D. Hunter

Mr. S. Jones

Mrs. M. Lovett

Mrs. R. Mahne

Dr. T. Mant

Mrs. B. Park

Mr. & Mrs. R, Parkinson
Mr. M. Till

Mrs. S. Veasey

Miss D. Wakeford

Mrs. M. Wakeford

Mr. & Mrs. M. Wakeford

Mr. & Mrs. C. Drayson

48

Stringers Cottage, East Street, Petworth, GU28 0AB.

The Coach House, Tillington, GU28 ORA.

7 Oakwood Court, Martlet Road, Petworth, GU28 0LW.

41 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28 0BX.

New Street, Petworth, GU28 0AS.

1 Chequers Court, off Station Road Petworth, GU28 0ES.

9 Garden Mews, Burton Park, Duncton, GU28 0QS.

45 Fishbourne Road East, Chichester, PO19 3HZ.

Hollihurst, Hollihurst Road, Lodsworth, GU28 9BT.

Westlands, Upperton, GU28 9BB.

5 Angel Street, Petworth, GU28 0BQ.

The Presbytery, Angel Street, Petworth, GU28 0BG.

Berlas, Park Crescent, Midhurst, GU29 9ED.

Wells Cottage, Northchapel, GU28 9HH.

8 The Willows, Station Road, Pulborough, RH20 1RH.

5 Orchard Close, Petworth, GU28 0SA.

21 Greatpin Croft, Fittleworth, RH20 IMX.

Glebe Cottage, Bartons Lane, Petworth, GU28 0DA.

Butcherland Farm, Ebernoe, GU28 9JX.

Tillington Hill House, Tillington, GU28 9AB.

Orchard House, Sheepdown, Petworth, GU28 O0BN.

Stonelands, School Lane, Lodsworth, GU28 9DH.

Old Preyste, North Street, Petworth, GU28 ODE.

Strood Farm, Petworth, GU28 0JN.

20 Littlecote, Petworth, GU28 OEF.

Selham End, Selham, Petworth, GU28 OPP.

Beech Cottage, Beechwood Lane, Lavington Park, Petworth,
GU28 ONA.

Tillington Cottage, Tillington, Petworth, GU28 ORA.

3 Cedar Court, Woodpecker Road, Petworth, GU28 OHT.

25 Netherby Road, Forest Hill, London, SE23 3AL.

Freelands, Strood Green, Wisborough Green, RH14 OHN.

Skiff Farm, Kirdford Road, Wisborough Green, RH14 0DD.

22 Valentines Lea, Northchapel, GU28 9HY.

Redhill House, Petworth, GU28 9NB.

36 Martlet Road, Petworth, GU28 OEZ.

111 Sydenham Park Road, London, SE26 4LP.

13 Park Rise, Petworth, GU28 0HU.

9 Mant Road, Petworth.

8 Horton House, Coach House Mews, Firndown, Dorset,
BH22 9UY.

Glebe House, Selham, Petworth, GU28 0PW.
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