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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £15.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Lord Egremont, Mrs Carol Finch, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Patricia Turland, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Aziz, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Ray and Valerie Hunt (Byworth),
Miss Biggs (Sutton and Bignor), Mr Bellis (Graffham), Mr Derek Gourd, (Tillington
and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth), Mr David Burden (Duncton)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr Mike Hubbard 343249
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Chairman’s Notes

You should find inside a fair conspectus of recent activity. Note the separate sheels for
the September dinner and the visit to Michelham. By the time you read this the Chatham
(rip will be almost on us. It’s fully booked but it’s always worth checking with Andy to
see whether there have been any last minute cancellations. With the September dinner
very much in mind we have tried to synchronise Magazine distribution fo give postal
members the same chance as local members. As you know anything less than reply by
return is unlikely to be successful.

You will remember our intention lo put the money raised at Jack Rapley's
memorial service to a special use, [ would hope to outline what we intend on the
Activities Sheel.

Peter 20" April

Leconfield Estate Open Day, June 10*

Throughout the year, the Leconfield Estate provide escorted educational access for
interested groups and schools — some members will already have been on visits along
the River Rother.

One day in particular is geared for local schools, when 9-12 years-olds from our
area are invited to come and learn how a large rural estate works today.

All the Estate departments — farming, forestry, game, buildings and fishing have
working displays set up in and around Stag Park, with staff on hand to demonstrate
their work, involve the children and answer questions.

This year, the Estate is offering an opportunity for Petworth Society members to
also come along — around 2.30pm, when the children have left (details later). The
“tour” will probably take about 2 hours and some walking is involved, although
transport can be provided in special cases!

The Estate need to know how many members will be attending, so please let Peter
know by 8" June — 01798 342562.

|Obviously the trip will depend on sufficient numbers replying to justify keeping access
open for us. This would appear a unique opportunity. P.]

The Sweet Chestnut Story

The sweet chestnut — introduced to Britain by the Romans, used in grand avenues via France
from 1660, a tree of amazing durability and a wide variety of uses.
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Deborah’s Crossword

20 Petworth’s branch
1 Tumn over finer clod organises an annual open
where crop is grown (9) garden event (3,5)
5see 8 22 & 24 dn Petworth
8 & 5 Members of this artist who draws many
local group aim to enjoy local scenes (8,7)
themselves (5,4) 23 see 18
10 & 35 Its community 26 Song for several
centre celebrates its lasting voices — sounds happy!
success this summer (7,5)  (4)
11 Lazing about in the 27 & 9 dn Owner of
middle of the bridle path Petworth House
(4) remembered for his
12 Romps about in the generosity and patronage
park — there’ll be music of the arts (5.,4)
and fireworks (5) 28 Pick the winning raffle
14 Area of church (4) tickets (4)
18 & 23 Petworth land girl 32 He strides over the
famous locally for her war  Downs at Wilmington
diaries and engravings (4,3)
(6.,6) 35 see 10
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36 Inn at Balls Cross (4)
37 Go forth with a pick to
find agricultural
implement (9)

Down

1 Preparing to fire at
downland village (7)

2 Type of area for 1 ac (5)
3 Flute (4)

4 The keynote (3)

5 Ancient site like the
Trundle (4)

6 Find purpose in the river
Ouse (5)

7 Fools take time to make
items of value (6)

9 see 27 ac

13 Assemble for a hunt (4)
15 The point of 37 ac (5)
16 Sit Ed down while he
makes corrections (5)

17 Member of the
Petworth Players perhaps
(5)

19 He might bring you
money (5)

21 C19th architect famous
for transformation of
Royal Pavilion (4)

22 Dexterously entertain
(6)

24 see 22 ac

25 Sussex basket (4)

29 Music with a recurring
theme (5)

30 Some smugglers feeling
complacent (4)

31 Netting (4)

33 Hard fruit (3)

34 Summer siesta? (3)

Petworth Station Spring 1955. Courtesy of Joln Hitchens.




View from North Street ¢.1990. Photographer not known.

A Petworth Workshop

I liked the article in the December Magazine by Mary Aitchison nee Newman in which she
tells of her father Arch Newman starting the Tillington Social Club and Nomads concert party.
Arch Newman also started a workshop for young people in Petworth. I think it was just after
the war ended. As I recall it was held in a work shop on the side of the house next door to the
Ebenezer Chapel one evening a week.

I attended these workshops with Kathleen Hunt the older sister of my neighbours, with
about six other young people. We made articles out of offcuts of clear perspex, amaterial used
to make aircraft cockpit covers during the war. We would measure and etch out the designs
on the sheets of perspex with a sharp pointed tool then cut out the pieces with a fretsaw. Next
we filed and rubbed down the edges with sandpaper to make them smooth. Patterns could be
etched on the perspex, a favourite was bunches of grapes, easy to do.

The perspex could be bent and twisted into different shapes by holding it over a naked
flame till it became soft. Once it was cold again it held its shape. The pieces were joined
together with a toxic resin, I think it contained ether, but we were not allowed to do this: Arch
Newman always did the joining up.

When finished we paid a few pence for the perspex. I made three articles, a pair of book
ends, adressing table trinket tray and a table lamp. I still have the lamp and book ends but sadly
in pieces after all these years; its bonding has given way.

I wonder does anyone else remember these workshops and know exactly when they
were held and for how long they ran. I think it may have only been for one winter.

Joy Gumbrell

For the convenience of the public!

I well remember the famous Harold Roberts cartoon about which Shirley Stanford writes
(PSM131 page 17). 1t commemorates the opening of the first public lavatories in Petworth
and comes from the mid-1930s. The presentation, appropriately enough, is pictured as taking
place outside the new lavatories, situated where the Red Cross Rooms now are, and adjoining
the stables for Henry Streeter’s fly which ferried passengers to and from Petworth station, the
horses doubling as those needed for Petworth fire brigade. Even at this time however motors
were replacing the horses.

The two central figures are, on the right, Mr Letchford from Bacons, the Saddlers Row
shoe shop and Mr Parker, sanitary inspector for the old Petworth RDC. The settingis of course
imaginary: to my knowledge there was never a formal opening of the new lavatoires. In fact,
the whole idea was controversial. Who was to pay? The parish council, no doubt suggested
here by Mr Letchford, did not see why Petworth people should. Petworth people didn’t need
public lavatories. They would simply go home. If the higher authorities felt there was a
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vehicles were stored. The cottage at Malthouse had become too small for the family and so
they moved to Orchard Cottage though Father still kept the yard there. | was about ten when
one morning | went to open the garage door to get out my push bike when there was an
almighty explosion which threw me backwards about a dozen feet over a wall and into the
moat. Fortunately | was unhurt apart from a few grazes but the workshop was burnt to the
ground, only the front of the building with the doors remaining. Father cleared the debris of
the workshop and never rebuilt it, just using the place as an open yard. No one knew what
started the fire but it seems that it had been smouldering for some time and it was only when
I opened the door and allowed the air in that it exploded. Kirdford had a fire service of a kind
in those days and Father was in it. The pump was stationed at Kirdford Growers and Father
and several of the children were down at Snelling’s garage when the news of the fire reached
them. Dad rushed off with the fire engine and the children ran as fast as they could back to
the Malthouse to see what was happening. Father fought the fire as best he could and the
Canadian soldiers stationed at nearby Barkfold came and helped but really it was all too late
as the damage had been done to the building by the time they put the fire out. Still it could
have been worse, though I suppose those people who had put their furniture and possessions
into store were none too pleased about it.

Eventually Father was given notice to quit the yard and with nowhere immediately
available to move his business he had to act fastand he moved everything lock stock and barrel
to the old Leconfield Creamery. The move wasn’t official by any means and to all intents and
purposes he was a squatter, but then he had little choice as he had nowhere else to go.
Fortunately the Creamery was no longer in use having been vacated by the previous tenant
South Eastern farmers and when their lease ran out Father took it over and eventually he
purchased the property freehold from The Leconfield Estate.

Father had built up his business rather piecemeal with seemingly little direction but as
each opportunity came along he was quick to seize it. Having started as the village carrier he
bought an egg delivery round and several other similar small businesses. Over the years
Father had countless vehicles from charabancs with canvas sides which could also be used for
haulage to a removals lorry which had a Luton back that had been designed and built by Mr.
Glue the village blacksmith. The Luton back could be lifted on or off the flat bed of a lorry
so allowing the vehicle to be used for various purposes.

I suppose that in the end it was the establishment of Kirdford Growers that really got
the firm going and convinced Father that he could make a go of the haulage business. The
firstmanager at ‘the Growers’ was Fred Penny and he was followed by ‘Chalkie’ White. Fred
was there for donkeys years and | have a feeling that he may have lived in Bartons Lane in
Petworth, Father had a very good name for being a reliable haulier and Kirdford Growers had
an equally good reputation for supplying only the finest fruit and their produce was always
in demand at the markets. It wasn’t unusual for the buyers to employ scouts to wait by the old
Kingston bypass and when they saw an Eldridge lorry go past they would telephone ahead and
inform the buyers to which market the lorry was going. Usually the fruit would be heading
for Covent Garden, Borough or Spitalfields. Quite often the load would be sold before it even
reached the market. Even as the business grew Father would continue to drive. He usually
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Grand Entrance 1891. If the photograph is of Club Day it will be the oldest known. The elub banner (still at Petworth House)

was not given until 1907. See “And all that brass!”




Matron in the garden of the Cottage Hospital about 1890.
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This photograph (by Co

drove an old BMC and would work all the hours there were. I recall one day when we passed
each other at Shoreham Docks, | was going in as he was going out. When I had got my load
of imitation leather | headed off to London and passed Father fast asleep in a lay-by at
Crawley. Anyway he must have been absolutely exhausted for I unloaded in London and did
the return trip to Shoreham for another load. As I went once more through Crawley he was
still asleep. When he eventually woke up and caught up with me he wasn’t best pleased but
I knew that if he was that tired it was best to let him sleep.

There were a lot more cottages in the village before the war and of course a lot more
families. You see most of the ‘posh’ houses were several cottages in those days, and each
cottage could easily have half a dozen kids in it. There were three cottages and a house that
Jjust went with the Creamery and then all of the cottages at Bridgefoot as well as those at
Gownfold. In fact what is Bridgefoot House was three before the war. Mr Hook lived in one,
‘Skrikey” Elliott in another and someone else in the third. We never went to Church, always
Chapel, unless it was with the school and then only on Ascension Day or Empire Day. I never
really understood the service in the parish church and the Chapel always seemed simpler
which | suppose made it more popular with the kids.

During the war Father worked for the Ministry of War Transport with his own lorry and
had to do whatever was required of him. One day he would be carting bombs or other
ammunitions while another time he would be carrying prisoners of war from the camp at
Marringdean to Henfield brickyard where they were put to work. This latter job was quite
good for once he had dropped the prisoners off he just had to wait round until it was time to
take them home again.

No, Father did not fightin the war. AsIhave said he was areligious man and held strong
convictions and could never have killed anybody. Fortunately having a lorry and being of con-
siderable use at home he was never made to join up. On several occasions he had to go before a
tribunal and explain his reasons for not enlisting and on each occasion his call-up was deferred.
He agreed that if necessary he would enlist but only as a non-combatant. | know that father had
to wrestle with his conscience on this issue and there were people in the village who did not
think that it was fair and we children did not entirely escape the effects of Father’s decision.

Now and again during the war Father would get us children to make known around the
village that he was taking his coach out for the day and many of the village children would
pack a picnic lunch and he would invariably take us all up to Bedham where we would spend
the day playing in the woods. It was a welcome break for the children and no doubt for the parents.

In 1949 the business was nationalized and Father became manager of the Kirdford
depot of British Road Services. For some reason Kirdford Growers would not hire
nationalized transport and so Father applied for two contract ‘C’ licences which would then
allow him to work solely for Kirdford Growers. Later he would apply for and receive seven
more licences which permitted him to work for other important businesses such as Clapham
Brick and Tile Works near Worthing and Marley Tiles at Storrington. He received very little
compensation forthe three lorries that he had and years later when transport was denationalized
he had to buy them back for more than he had received in the first place. Struggling to keep

the business going after denationalisation Father went to work at the bomb disposal depot at
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PETWORTH HOUSE will b; open to Visitors until further
notice on Tuesdays and Thursdsys.

Parties, not exceeding 30 in number at one time, will hbe
shown round at the hours of 11 a.m. and 12 noon, and at 2 p.m.

and 3 p.m. on each day.

It is particularly requested that no gratuit) be given either to the Commissionaire who
shows the House or to the Lodge Porter.

ENTRANCE AT THF CHURCH LODGE.

LECONFIELD.

AUGUST, 1899.
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Next came the Ingold family: Mr. Ingold with his sister and sister-in-law; they tended to keep
themselves private. I believe he had some connection with the Congregational Chapel. Then
us, then Mrs. Baxter, then another Mrs. Whitcomb. The gardens and sheds stretched back
toward the Angel. Just down the road were two more cottages but I don’t rememberwho lived
there. Then Rickett’s Yard, then 346 - now the Cottage Museum. A little old lady lived there
and 1 would sometimes pass the time of day with her but nothing else. I suppose this would
have been Mary Cummings. I can certainly remember Mrs. Jeffries at 346, 1 think she moved
from Grove Lane, but as you say, that must be after 1930.

My father, something of a “jack of all trades”, as my grandfather once wryly observed,
came down to live with us for a time but work was difficult to find and he eventually went back
to London. I think he made some iron gates at New Grove. He married again but had only
been married a month when he had a brain haemorrhage and collapsed and died in the street.
He’d suggested 1 go and live with him and his new wife but I was so happy with my
grandparents that | asked if 1 could stay on in Petworth for a while.

Growing up in High Street | became friendly with Gladys Boxall (later Mrs. Connor)
whose father worked in the stables at Petworth House for Lord Leconfield. One of his jobs
was to take Lord Leconfield’s spare horse to the Hunt so that his lordship could have a fresh
horse halfway through. We all went to the Infants’ School, effectively just across the road
from us, where the Public Library now is. From the Connor home in Middle Street it was
possible to come out of the back and into the garden of what is now the Cottage Museum; there
was some kind of right of way, a short cut taking out the Middle Street corner.

Club Day, an annual celebration for the Petworth Park, Lord Leconfield’s Friendly
Society, was the great Petworth day at a time when holidays and celebrations were few and
far between. We very much looked forward to it, as we did the annual November fair. When
I was growing up in Petworth, you not only knew everyone but you knew where they lived.
Everyone was effectively Petworth-based. Singing was a great community activity between
the wars and Mr. Stevenson, headmaster of the Boys® School, was very active in this field.
One yeara wide range of Petworth organisations, the church choir, Guides, Scouts and others,

some nine in all, were hugely successful at a competition in Bognor. I can still remember a
banner headline in the local press. “Petworth sweeps the board.”

The Petworth doctors were Messrs. Druitt, Kerr and, inmy earlier days, Dr. Beachcroft.
[ can still think of Dr. Beachcroft lifting me up when | was ill at home, to look out of the
window at Cherry Row to see the Armistice Day parade passing on its way from the British
Legion. Another “must” was following the Hunt at the Boxing Day meet. And there was the
Leconfield Estate children’s party at Christmas. I canstill see Lord Leconfield coming in with
his adopted daughter perched on his shoulders. She would have been very young then. Or

we might simply walk up the Tillington Road and into the Park.

In the school holiday I was allowed to go up to the House with my grandfather and pull
up the blinds for the visitors. The blinds were otherwise kept down to prevent the sun from
fading the carpets. The tour started in the Audit Room and took an hour.

Church was very much part of a Sunday, the rector | particularly remember being
Valentine Powell. On some saints’ days we would be given a day’s holiday. After my
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Petworth roofs. A panorama from the Cottage Museum. Photograph by Roger Newberry.
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grandmother died, I was let out of school every moming at 11.30 to come home for
Granddad’s dinner. The Leconfield Estate lunch hour was 12 to 1. It’s not something, I
imagine, that would be approved today!

Kathleen Hayes was talking to John Connor and the Editor.

Coultershaw Heritage

We all know of the Coultershaw Beam Pump on the road to Chichester. Some may have
visited the pump house when its fountain is operating. But not many are aware of the
importance of Coultershaw as a part of Petworth’s heritage. It has been the site of several comn
mills; the beam pump was added in 1782, the Rother Navigation had wharves and a lock at
Coultershaw in 1800, and in 1859 Petworth railway station was built at Coultershaw.
Coultershaw is an important example of 18" century industrialisation in a rural area.

The early develop-
ment of mills at Coulterhaw =
is lost in the mists of time. 19231972
Coultershaw Mill was
recorded in the 1086
Domesday survey, valued at
annual rent of 26 shillings
and a bucket of eels, and
again in 1240, when it was
given to Schulebrede Priory
by William de Percy, who
owned Petworth Manor at
the time. Early mills were
for grinding corn but later s .
records are of fulling mills - - =».f ¢ .,
and a dyeing pit. The mill =g b/ad M4t o~ i
was initially located north
of the present bridges
probably driven by an undershot waterwheel set in the original river which in due course
became the Navigation. Later the sluices were built and the river was diverted into the Pike
Shoot branch, which was probably man made, enabling the mill to be sited on the east bank.

The mill building on this site was originally built of stone with clay-tiled roofs in a
traditional Sussex style and was a popular subject for local artists (see The Petworth Magazine
December 2007). Sadly in 1923 the mill was gutted by fire and rebuilt the following year as
a not so beautiful but comparatively innovative steel framed reinforced concrete building.

In 1907 the Coultershaw Mill had been leased to John Gwillim, a young miller from
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of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) of the Site. Richard Andrews of Carden &
Godfrey Architects London was appointed conservation architect and Lead Consultant. The
CMP Report was received in September 2007.

Outline plans include the refurbishment of the beam pump visitor centre, the repair of
the sluices. new access to the Rother Navigation and the restoration of the engine house and
four warehouses. The estimated capital cost of the work is £822,500.

A substantial part of the cost arises from the repairs to the sluices. Over the years
scouring has undermined the apron and the walls and there is a serious risk of partial or
complete collapse of the structure. The consultants recommend the installation of temporary
cofferdams upstream and downstream to enable the water level at the sluices to be pumped
out below the level of the scour. The underpinning of the apron and sluice walls will then be
carried out ‘in the dry’.

Access to the site will be improved including special routes for the disabled. A new
footbridge over the river above the sluices will provide access to the engine house and the
Rother Navigation. In summer it will be possible to enter the lock on the Navigation by
walking under the road bridge. There will be additional car parking at the north end of the site.

One of the warehouses will be converted into an education room with toilet facilities.
The steep staircase in the existing visitor centre will be replaced and the exhibition interpreting
the site improved. The engine house will be restored with windows as originals. It is hoped
to reinstate a 1937 engineon its original mounting. A new viewing platform over the millpond
is proposed.

An Audience Development Plan suggests that Coultershaw will remain a local
attraction, mainly dependent on passing traffic for visitors, but that visitor numbers could at
least double to 2000 per annum. Subject to the provision of appropriate facilities there is
potential for an educational programme for local schools relevant to their curriculum.
Coultershaw could be marketed as a destination combined with visits to other local attractions.

The Trust is now consulting stakeholders and interested parties on the Outline
Development Proposals prior to secking further funding and formal approvals for the work
to be done. The funds required are considerable and outside the level of capital grant that
might be available from the Heritage Lottery Fund. We are seeking other sources of grant-
in-aid and partnership funding. We are reviewing the plans to reduce costs and maximise the
work that can be done using local resources and by volunteers. Members of The Petworth
Society are invited to contribute by becoming a Friend of Coultershaw.

Finally we have recently established that it is feasible to puta modern turbine in the old
turbine pit to generate renewable electricity, which could be sold to the National grid. As well
as providing the project with an income, the turbine — a reverse Archimedean Screw - would
add to the educational value of the site. Subject to the necessary approvals being obtained,
a proposal will be added to the Development Plan.

The Trustees welcome the continued interest and support of members of The Petworth
Society. We welcome you and your friends as visitors 1o the beam pump. We still need
additional stewards (male and female) to show visitors round on Open Days (1% and 3™

Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays). We need a lady?to look after our publicity and liaise
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Ernest Newlandsmith
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By August 1909 brother Emest SLG,® while still based at Brownings, was setting off
on his first pilgrimage, “and as [ wandered over hill and dale, in the woods and by the sea, my
experiences, both at this time and afterwards, were romantic and wonderful to a degree.””
Any theoretical conflict between rural idyll and outer world was abruptly resolved when, in
the summer of 1910, the Priory had to be abandoned, “as the use of the property was required
by the owner.” Brother Emnest established a “Mission Hall” in North Devon. Two lengthy
extracts from the lifracombe Gazette® testify to the considerable crowds attracted by Brother
Ernest’s mission.

Brother Emnest left North Devon in 1911 and established a temporary Retreat House at
Felpham near Bognor. This was a time of continued movement and travel, concerts, an
elaborate mystery play with music entitled “The Vision of the Holy Grail”, lectures and
general missioning, often in Kent and Sussex but also taking in the Potteries, Reading and
Oxford. Brother Ernest was certainly not one to delegate and this strenuous activity led to a
breakdown in 1912 - one of several over the years.

By Christmas 1913 the Mission was up and running again. There were several weeks
based at St. Wilfred’s Church, Bognor Regis and at Berstead (sic), culminating in a new
headquarters, “Seaford Priory”, having its own private chapel, miniature theatre and even a
small printing press. Providence again proved unkind. In the midst of Brother Ernest’s
summer school, war was declared. It was August 1914. “This played havoc with the work
and after a Military Camp of 30,000 soldiers had established themselves at Seaford, the Priory
was found to be no longer suitable as a Retreat House, and the place was accordingly given
up.™ Quite.

War conditions and, particularly, a lack of funding pre-empted some rather grandiose
plans ... “Ishould have liked while yet my powers were spared me to have established an Ideal
Theatre and to have staffed that theatre with Orators, Singers and Players all devoted to the
Spiritual Life. To secure such artists I would have founded a School, where the children were
taken quite young and trained on truer principles of education than are in vogue at the present
time.”

Brother Ernest seems to have been relatively quiescent during the early years of the war,
but, operating concurrently with the Anglican National Mission, by 1917 he would be
particularly active in Portsmouth and Southsea. At this time, “I succeeded in forming an
‘Angelus Choir’ of ladies’ voices to minister at these devotions. Robed in white albs, with
virgin-blue girdles, and small Quaker caps. ....""

Mission work continued after the war, including preaching in Birmingham Cathedral
and other venues in the Midlands and London. On St. George’s Day in 1920 “when the
‘world’ was preparing to attend public dinners, and to hear its favourite speakers discourse
on the glories of England in general and the genius of Shakespeare in particular, ascene of very
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14" March: - Fir cones on the tarmac path. A piece of the path breaks away and rolls
slowly down the slope. Apparently it’s the tarmac surface that allows continued access. An
earth path would be different.

229 March: - The first daffodils. The Brook once more in light brown flood. Have
[ ever seen the land to the left of the stone bridge so flooded? A landscape swept clear of people
_ were the ban not in force no wind would perform the same function. The rooks’ industry
has created a layer of detritus on the tarmac. Leaves of lords and ladies, dark green, spinach-
like, but flecked black. Polyanthus behind the seats or growing in the mossy wall yellow and
puce. The three seats are like stations, something that would not occur to you were you not
confined to the tarmac.

2274 March: - Rain: the Brook is ablown, brown lake, the fallen tree seems almost adrift
on it. There’s shining brown water in the Rectory fields. Almost four centuries ago Rector
Montagu might have felt the same, but so much worse, hemmed in by the all-pervading
plague?. There are skeletal figs in the Presbytery garden.

2 See Petworth from the Beginnings (2002) page 147-148

New Members

Mrs. J. Adsett 2, Littlecote, Petworth, GU28 OEF.

Mr. V. Constable Coppers, 9a, Westside, Tillington, GU28 9AL.

Mrs. A. Cook Landscapes Farm, Ticehurst, East Sussex TWS5 THG.
Mrs. T. Haley 26, Hampers Green, Petworth, GU28 INW.

Mrs. E. Kyle The Gallery, North Street, Petworth, GU28 0DD.
Mrs. C. Lily Stringers Hall, East Street, Petworth, GU28 0AB.
Mrs. J. Pope Snow Hill House, Upperton, Petworth, GU28 9BG.
Mrs. S. Slade Hungers Corner Farm, Byworth, GU28 0AB.

Mr. and Mrs. R.C. Streeter 21, Meadowside, Storrington, RH20 4EG.

Mr. G. Tabbner c/o 20, Meadow Way, Petworth, GU28 0ER.

Mr. S. Wall The Gatehouse, Lidsey Road, Woodgate, Chichester, PO203ST.
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