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Gog View, Petworth.

“The Gog view." An unusual presentation of a fairly standard subject. This postcard comes
from about 1910.
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Mrs N, Brankin, 3 Egremont Almshouses, Horsham Road, Petwaorth GU28 0DW
Mr G. Bristow, 24 Toronto Road, Petworth GU28 0QX
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CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974

‘to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including

Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit’.

It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective
of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription is £10.00, single or
double, one magazine delivered. Postal £12,
overseas £15. Further information may be
obtained from any of the following,

CHAIRMAN

Mr PA. Jerrome, MBE, Trowels, Pound Street
Petworth GU28 0DX

Telephone: (01798) 342562,

VICE CHAIRMAN

Mr K.C. Thompson, |8 Rothermead, Petworth
GU28 DEW.

Telephone: (01 798) 342585,
HON.TREASURER

Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth GU28 0BX.

Telephone: (01798) 343792

COMMITTEE

Mr Stephen Boakes, Lord Egremont,

Mrs Caral Finch, Mr lan Godsmark,

Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Celia Lilly,

Mrs Anne Simmaons, Mrs Ros Staker:

Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Patricia Turland,
Mrs Linda Wort.

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

Mr Henderson, Mr Miles Costello,

Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons,

Miss Callingham, Mrs Stevenson,

Mrs Angela Aziz, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes
(Petworth), Ray and Valerie Hunt (Byworth),
Mr P Wadey (Sutton and Bignor), Mr Bellis
(Grafham), Mr Derek Gourd (Tillington and
Upperton), Mr Poole (Fittleworth),

Mr David Burden (Duncton),

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK
Mrs Pearl Godsmark.

COULTERSHAW BEAM PUMP
REPRESENTATIVES
Mr A. Henderson, MrT. Martin.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER
Mr Mike Hubbard
Telephone: (01798) 343249,

For this magazine on tape please contact
Mr Thompson.

Printed by Bexley Printers Limited, Unit |4,
Hampers Common Industrial Estate, Petworth
Telephone: (01798) 343355,

Published by The Petworth Society which is a
registered charity:

The Petworth Society supports The Leconfield
Hall, Petworth Cottage Museumn and The
Coultershaw Beam Pump.

Cover designed by Jonathan Newdick. It shows a corner of East Street about 1900,

Photograph by Walter Kevis.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Monday 13 June
Leconfield Hall — 7.15 N.B.
Admission FREE

Followed by:
Neil Sadler: “A Policeman’s lot . . . can be quite an interesting one”

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE AND SPEAKER FROM
PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED PROGRAMME

Chairman’s notes

You will note the now customary cover change. | hope you like the new one. For
the central illustrations I have used seven sepia studies by Walter Kevis taken from
a softback booklet of views published by A. Weaver probably about 1910. Copies
of the booklet are now quite rare and the pictures perhaps deserve the wider
circulation offered by inclusion here.

You will find the order form for the Annual Dinner with this Magazine. Don't
despair if you're a little late replying but we do operate on a strictly first come,
first served, basis. Andy’s Greenwich trip was hopelessly over-booked. He plans a
quite different London trip in the autumn, details in September.

It’s early perhaps to comment on the car parking situation. Predictably the Sylvia
Beaufoy, once underused, is no longer so. We shall see.

Peter
21 April
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“I see no ships” — it’s the Royal Navy Air Station in
Cowdray Park

As if to prove the point Peter made at the previous meeting, there are very few
people now who can tell of the wartime airfield at South Ambersham and Tania
Pons has done a great job in researching what records there are and tracking down
some of the personalities involved.

What is more, she is an outstanding speaker, bringing to life the facts, figures,
photographs and stories to engage the audience’s rapt attention throughout.

The private airstrip was created by Lord Cowdray in 1937. As war broke out
and invasion was threatened, anti-glider posts were erected. In May, 1940, the
newly-formed Local Defence Volunteers (later, the Home Guard), with a branch
at Selham, were patrolling the airfield. It was requisitioned by the Royal Navy as a
satellite to the base at Lee-on-Solent to receive aircraft temporarily withdrawn
from service for maintenance and repairs. It was raided in April, 1941, whether
intentionally or in error is not known and around that time, German aircraft
dropped leaflets announcing Britain’s imminent defeat!

At least 25 Dutch barns were erected to serve as hangars, each holding a single
aircraft — Walruses, Swordfish and Albercores. 45 men were in quarters at
Ambersham Farm, with others billeted in the surrounding villages and Midhurst.

Lysanders made secret night-time practice mail pick-up runs, of which local
people and even some on the base were unaware. The operation involved picking
up mail from agents in France by lowering a hook on a rope without the aircraft
landing.

Local ATC cadets were trained in various activities and with others from
further afield attended camps on site. At this point, Peter, our Chairman, was able
to name Petworth cadets in a photograph which had appeared in PSM 134.
Another group photograph included Jock Clark, a sailor from Petworth.

Football was popular, as were the daily dances, attracting local girls, and Dig for
Victory vegetable plots were cultivated on the edge of the airfield along the
Selham road.

Tania has been helped in her researches by John Moffat, who arrived in 1943 as
a test pilot and remained until closure in November, 1945.

Now, all that remains on the polo grounds are 200 hangar footing posts, one
hangar and some concrete strips in the centre of gateways which provided firm
ground for aircraft tail wheels. Aircraft on site at the end were burnt and the scrap
buried in a huge hole in front of the present clubhouse. A plaque has been
installed as a memorial at Swath Moor Farm.
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ROYALTY IN SUSSEX CROSSWORD

ACROSS

7 Monarch's position in Church of

England (4)
8 Richard | had the heart of one

9 Elizabeth | le

glass case (

11 Prepare

12 Beheaded more likely
kissed 1n historical context (6)

26 see 20:'

27 West Sussex town where
Edward VIl opened a sanatorium

(8)

28 Give three of these for a right

royal welcor
29 See &
30 Family pedigr

DOWN

I A battle was fought here,
between S

Henry |l ]

2 The Queen's

3 Prince L'.|-',‘ es

here in 1980 (8)

| entertained on a gr.
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5 & 29ac Destroyed by a gale in
1893, Victoria and Albert

disemb here in 2|ac after a
VISIL 1O France 1)

6 Warding off attack (9)

10 The name of the Princess Royal

15 & 24dn King most associatec

17 Now Willam and Kate
joined thus (8)

19 Edwarc

20 & '163: Could it be seen in my

e of the battle for

24 see |5dn
25 Court official (5)

SOLUTION TO HISTORIC
PETWORTH PEOPLE
CROSSWORD

ACROSS
2 Third, 4 Gwenda, 7 Edward Elgar;

9 Parish, | | Geo |3 Eros, 14

Photograph

DOWN

| |.J(".. ros L L Tt

4 Garb, 5 Dog, 6 Ernest

H}wtr 10 Seward, |.fv"ln' 16
Almshouse, |7 Seraph, 20 Sockett,
2| Hero, 22 Arts, 25 Fred, 27 Ova,

28 Pam

Old Petworth traders (6) — A world outside

If Mrs Burden'’s invoice for John Tate’s decorating* is local, invoices for stock for
her little shop at the bottom of Lombard Street reflect a less insular world. Here is
one for confectionery. Charles Taff and Co were but one of a number of Mrs
Burden'’s suppliers, many of whom combined confectionery with fancy goods.
This invoice comes from 1901 and is continued on the reverse. There are 17
different items, most fairly clear. 5 jars and 2 bottles are returnable and a deposit is
required. Y4 gross of fresh almond rock is short-loaded and to be credited, the
whole invoice coming to £2.8.4d. Despite the equine activity pictured, the goods
probably came to Petworth station and were brought up by the carrier. We
reproduce only the front page of the invoice.

*See PSM 143

eETABLISHED “fgzy

e Grove Huewne [LONDON,

y

BOT or CFPARLES TAFF & CO.,
WHOLESALE & EXPORT CONFECTIONERS
cus s & DEALERS m BAKERS SUNDRIES,

RMPTY PACHAGEE SAWRS] 04 ALLOWID Nk GATIL ATRALL» ATCEVED: ARD WBVISL I MOTT GIVISE e Al AN TAKE CARRITHS RECLIFT
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Dora Older’s diary (2):
1913 to the outbreak of war in 1914

[As [ indicated in PSM 143, Dora is in no way a dedicated diarist, nor is she an
overly introspective one. What we have, almost a century on, is an artless, sensible
account of living in Perworth from a girl just out of her teens (Dora was 21 on
February 1st 1914). While I have omitted a few minor entries, I reproduce here
some 70% of the total. Courtesy of Mr Alan Older. I have regulated the use of
capital letters to some extent and put my own comments in italic. Ed.]

Wednesday Jan 1st 1913: Pantomime in the Iron Room ‘Beauty and the Beast’ by
the Petworth Dramatic Society.

The Iron Room in the Market Square, was erected while St Mary’s was being renovated at
the beginning of the century. It was eventually pulled down in 1963. The Petworth
Dramatic Society no doubt disbanded during the war.

Wednesday Jan 8th: Old People’s Tea in the Iron Room. Blackman from Arundel
entertaining them throughout the evening.

The Blackman family from Arundel provided local entertainment for generations. George
Garland in his famous yokel act looked consciously back to them.

Wednesday Feb 5th: Hockey match at Fittleworth. Petworth winning by 6-1.

Dora notes another match at Billingshurst on March 5th, Petworth winning 2-1.

Thursday Feb 20th: Have been to the Picture Palace that has been opened here,
very good pictures and quite the taking thing here at present.

Probably Mr Barratt’s travelling cinema, see Stanley Collins in PSM 28 and photograph
opposite page 5 in PSM 29 (September 1982).

Tuesday Mar 18th: Red Cross lecture in the Reading Room at Sutton at 7.30. Mrs
Lambert had a few tickets, five of us went. But a misfortune occurred on the
Sutton Road, the horse went down, frightening us very much, the strap (sic) of the
cart was broken so we had to walk the rest of the way making us late for the
lecture. Which was very good. And Streeter's motor came to fetch so we were
little the worse for our adventure.

Henry Streeter, George Garland’s stepfather from the Railway Inn, was proprietor of the
station bus. Motor cars were still rare and unusual: Dora no doubt appreciated her trip in
one of the new-fangled machines.
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Sunday May 25th: The Surrey Yeomanry came to the Park today to camp out for
a fortnight.

The Surrey Yeomanry were a territorial unit and a number of pictorial postcards of their
visit are extant. The whole area was very popular for summer camps and manoeuvres.

Two Edwicker brothers from Wandsworth were with the Yeomanry and were clearly friends
of the Older family. Dora records a church parade on Sunday 1st. While there was a

family supper with the Edwicker brothers on Tuesday Sth. The camp ended with a sports

day on Saturday 7th.

[he Surrey Yeomanry at Petworth in May 913,

Photograph courtesy of Mr & Mrs Knox. Hangleton
Thursday June 12th: Circus on the Hampers Common. Very tame.

Friday June 13th: An aeroplane passed over here today — this only the third I have
seen. The first aeroplane I saw was about two years [ago] just as I had entered
Tillington Church one Sunday evening. I rushed out for it had descended in Col.
Kennett's meadow, for it was Col. Kennett's son, he had brought it over for people
Lo see.

There are other accounts of this, or similar incidents by, among others, Florence Rapley,
Percy Pullen and Henry Whitcomb. The pilot is invariably Col. Kennett’s son.

Monday August 4th: Have been to Southampton with Father by steamer from
Southampton, lovely day, very enjoyable as it’s the first time I have been to
Southampton.
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With Sundays as church days. Bank Holidays were virtually the only days when the family
were free of the demands of the shop. Dora, her father and brother would make a point of
utilising the holiday to the full. Dora’s mother and sister were less adventurous.

Wednesday August 6th: Agricultural Show in the Park.
For this see Petworth Time Out of Mind (1982) pages 140-143.

Wednesday August 13th: A fete was held at the Grove this afternoon in aid of
Parish expenses. Very pretty affair indeed, it really being the copy of an English
Forest Fair in the time of Queen Elizabeth. I helped with the Lucky Tub, my dress
being mauve and purple with Puritan bonnet, collar and cuffs. About £100 was
raised altogether.

There 15 an account of the fete in St Mary’s Parish Magazine.

"The dress being mauve and purple with Puritan bonnet. collar and cuffs”
August [3th 1913,

Saturday August 16th: Mrs Mitford gave a Garden Party at Pitshill to the
members of the Red Cross detachments in the neighbourhood. A Conjuror and
Ventriloquist were the greatest attraction of the afternoon.

Wednesday February 11th 1914: Choral concert in the Iron Room, Faust being
rendered. The orchestra was lovely. The Room was simply packed. Arthur and I
gave our seats up and stood at the back.
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Arthur is Dora’s brother. The Iron Room could accommodate an audience of two hundred
or more.

Sunday April 26th: This is Rev. Knyvett’s, one of our curates here, last Saturday.
He hoped the school children would remember him by this verse:

Sing a song day by day
Sing a song of gladness,
Sing a song and sing away,
Sing away your sadness.

Carey Knyvett (later bishop of Selby) was a great favourite with Florence Rapley and often
mentioned in her diary. (So Sweet As The Phlox Is 1994). Dora would be a lifetime
Sunday School teacher at St. Mary’s.

Friday June 19th: Sunday School children'’s excursion to Bognor.
Slightly less accident-prone than the previous year, see PSM 143.

Wednesday June 24th: Stoolball match in the Park with Heyshot (sic) 209 runs for
Petworth against 48 for 5 wickets for Heyshot.

Sunday July 18th: Stoolball match at Pulborough. Had a lovely view of an Airship
passing along the Downs while cycling there. This my first sight of an Airship.

During the war years the sight of an Airship would have more sinister undertones.

Sunday August 2nd: War declared between Germany and Belgium. The German
Army wanting to go through Belgium to France, the Belgians will oppose them
and, if it continues, England and France will have to help.

Monday August 3rd (Bank Holiday): Every-thing unsettled. Trains with troops
and ammunition being carried to the coasts in readiness.
No Bank Holiday outing for the Older family!

Tuesday August 4th: People everywhere in a panic frightened of the Germans
stopping our ships coming in and out of our ports. A day such as this has never
been known. 1 shall never forget it, the Shop has been packed with orders from
the time we opened at 7.30 and at eleven o'clock tonight we have had to leave
numbers for tomorrow. Some people have in enough stores for 3 months. Afraid
of a siege and mines laid in the sea.
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outside the Red Cross offices in East Street. By this time, Michaelmas 1942, I was
with Mrs Lucas in North Street and there was fear that there might be another
bomb on the site — at least that was what I was told. For the night I was sent down
to Mrs Bartlett’s in Station Road. We children were not allowed to attend the
funeral, but we did see glimpses of the procession from the trees in the Rectory
meadows — or thought we did - the leaves were still on the trees. We were
familiar enough with the Gog woods and the cherry tree by the Welldiggers pub —
we used to think of it as the Cherry Tree pub.

During the war there was double summer time and very long evenings before it
got dark. [ remember being got out of bed to see the Northern Lights, obviously
it would be dark then. I wonder if anyone else remembers doing that. Every so
often my aunt would come down from London and take me to the Swan Hotel for
lunch. My friends thought this a little “over the top” and took great pleasure in
telling me what (they claimed) went on in the Swan Kitchens. In the end I came to
dread my aunt’s visit and eating somewhere where they put unspeakable things
into the cabbage. All quite untrue no doubrt.

For D-Day gliders were going through all day and the roads were jammed with
traffic. Incredibly, my bedroom in North Street being hard on the road, I looked
out to see a soldier fast asleep on the window sill.

Most of my friends had returned to Peckham by this time but I was in Petworth
for VE. day. I was in Peckham for VJJ. day. Although I'd started school at three
years old, by 1945 I'd spend a good half of my life in Petworth. I left school at
fourteen and went to work for the Royal Arsenal Co-op Society in the office.

My stepfather and | didn’t get on and I came back to Petworth to stay with Mrs
Lucas in North Street. For a time I worked for Spiro-Gills in Petworth, before
moving to Pulborough, then returning to London to work in the West End. My
future husband was a local man and it wasn't too long before I was back in the

Pulborough/Storrington area. As with all evacuees, while we had had no choice
in the matter, going off “to the country” had been a life-changing experience.
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Pam Madgett was talking to the Editor

|. On the north east of Market Square, demolished in 1963

2. See "Fiddlesticks" poster PSM | 19, page 34,

3. See also PSM98 (December 1999), pages 16-19 and opposite page 38.
4. PSM 100 (June 2000), page 2.
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Andrew Smith as portrayed by Harold Roberts in the 1930s.
See "Kirdford's famous resident.”
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customers. His man had been kicked on a knee and was unable to go on the rick. No improvisation
of defendant’s would have kept out the rain. His straw was limited, and he saved it for the use of
the skilled thatcher. When he found he could not get the rick threshed he ordered it to be thatched,
but the man was too busy to come at once. Defendant also produced a sample of the corn, which he
had pulled out from under the eaves of the rick. Only about two ears showed any sign of
sprouting.”

Mr Bew suggested using rick cloths, but in a sharp exchange Mr Fell objected that these
would have cost £16 and there was no prospect of borrowing them. “If the Food
Controller wants me to provide rick cloths he must pay for them.”

Samuel Hurd, a neighbour, confirmed that damaged sheaves had in fact been placed on
top. He reckoned the spoiled corn came to just two sacks. Mr Hurd asked his own
thatchers to work on Mr Fell's rick but they would not stop. He had himself urged Mr Fell
to get someone to do the work; but it wasn’t easy, he had himself had to wait three weeks.
The magistrate dismissed the case. While the defendant had been a little careless, there
was no evidence of gross or wilful offence. The case might however serve as a warning to
other farmers.

Mr Holland had Mr E. H. Staffurth defending. The circumstances were similar, although
one of the ricks had been partially protected with straw. A second rick was infested with
rats:

“P.S. Harwood said one of the ricks was only partly built. The corn was growing green and
very wet and a large quantity of rats were right in the roof of the rick. On the unfinished rick
there was a quantity of straw on the top. Witness produced a sample of the corn. Defendant
said he was going to get the ricks threshed, but as it had been so wet the threshers could not
come. He wasn’t aware there were so many rats.”

Here again the farmer had had the greatest difficulty in having the ricks threshed and
thatched. He guaranteed he would get 110 sacks of good milling wheat from the
ricks. Again the case was dismissed. It may be that the two prosecutions had served
their purpose as a warning,.

The cases of Mr Davidson and the two farmers illustrate similar aspects of the later

stages of the war — the feverish atmosphere, the severe shortage of food and the

perceived need for careful shepherding of resources. A contributory factor in the
prosecution of the two farmers was evidently, and unsurprisingly, a shortage of skilled
labour. Clearly the threshers were in demand. Kelly’s 1918 directory gives James B.
Fell farmer as at Hulls Farm and Walter P. Holland farmer at Pythingdean. Neither
appear in Kelly’s 1907 directory.

P

I, 15th November 1917,
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