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With the Royal Sussex in Belgium.

The printer will do his best with this faded survival but the poverty of the reproduction symbolises
lost memories of a war which is now beyond direct recall and experience. The field kitchen on the
right will be that portrayed in our main pictures.

Courtesy Mr John Hall
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Coldstream Guards NCOs using the tiny yard of Ernest Streeter's Church Street shop premises as
an improvised mess while on manoeuvres 1912-1913. Ernest Streeter seated right.

Cover photograph by |. H. Keen.
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PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Summer Programme — please keep for reference

Please consult separate sheets for details of Society Dinner and Alfriston visit.
These events can be over-booked.

WALKS - with Linda and Ian.
Cars leave Petworth main car park at 2.15pm.

Sunday 22nd June
Sunday 20th July
Sunday 24th August

MONTHLY MEETINGS — will resume in October.

Wednesday 16th July
Visit to Alfriston — see Booking Form.

There will be another excursion in September.

Wednesday 10th September
Society Annual Dinner at Petworth House — see Booking Form.

Announcement:

PETWORTH PARK PLAYERS “REUNITED”

Petworth Park Joint Sports Association are planning a reunion in the Park for all those who have played,
or are playing, sport in the Park. This includes members and past members of the Football, Cricket and
Stoolball Clubs. The event is to take place on Saturday 28th June from 4pm onwards, with BBQ and
light bites available. The Association hopes there will be a good response from past members to come
along and reminisce. Can the footballers remember the journeys to matches by Ken Scammell and his
coach, it took a while, but they got there. To help jog fading memories people may like to bring along old
photos — “who is that in the photo?” — and “where are they now?”

We are trying to contact as many past players as possible, and in turn we hope they will mention it to
others. What could be better on a summer’s evening than to meet in the Park for a drink and a chat?
Whatever your age, or sport, if you have played or been connected with sport in the Park we would be
delighted to see you. Please contact Vincent Phillips on 01903 207436 if any further information is
required.

A number of our members now subscribe to the Joint Sports 100 Club, to join them please contact
Vincent Phillips at the number above. For every member the Society receives an annual donation of £10.




The Petworth Society
Book Sale Calendar
2014

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
I0am - 3pm
FREE ADMISSION

June 14th
July 12th
August 9th
September |3th
October | Ith
November 8th
December |3th

Books to donate?

Telephone:

Miles on 01798 343227
Peter on 01798 342562




OUTING TO ALFRISTON CLERGY HOUSE AND EASTBOURNE MUSEUM OF SHOPS

There will be a Petworth Society outing on Wednesday 16™ July to Alfriston and its Clergy House
and the “How We Lived Then” Museum of Shops in Eastbourne.

Alfriston Clergy House was the first building to be acquired by the National Trust for £10 in 1896.
It is a 14" century Wealden hall-house with a fascinating history. It has a beautiful garden with a
Judas tree and rare apple trees and is situated next to the River Cuckmere. Room stewards will be
available to answer questions and provide extra information if needed. There will also be time to
explore the picturesque village of Alfriston, which has some unusual and interesting shops and
historic buildings. Eleanor Farjeon was inspired to write the words of the hymn “Morning Has
Broken™ while living there. The large church has been called “The Cathedral of the South Downs”.
Crossing the river, a short walk takes you to Lullington Church, which is next to the South Downs
Way and has magnificent views across the Cuckmere Valley. It was partly destroyed by fire in
Cromwell's time and rebuilt, making it possibly the smallest church in England. Only open in the
summer, as there 1s no heating, it seats 20 people and at Harvest Festival extra seats are placed in
the churchyard.

Richardson's Coaches will leave Petworth from the Sylvia Beaufoy car park at 8.45 am., arriving in
Alfriston at around 10.15. The coach park is a short walk from the village. There will be time for a
coffee break before we divide into groups to visit the Clergy House. As it is a small property, we
will spread our visit by going in three groups of about twelve people at a time. Entry is free to
National Trust members and £4.10 for non-members. The Clergy House has a shop but no
facilities. However, there are a number of tea rooms, cafes and inns nearby offering refreshments
and meals to suit all tastes, and a number of perfect picnic spots if you prefer to take a packed lunch.

After lunch we will leave Alfriston at 2.15 p.m. and continue into nearby Eastbourne to visit “How
We Lived Then”, a museum of shops, room settings and displays including a grocer's shop, toy and
sweet shops, an Edwardian kitchen and Post Office. There is also a gift shop with a wide range of
traditional toys, gifts and postcards. The coach will drop us off at the door. Entry is £4.50 (group
rate). We will leave Eastbourne at 4.00 p.m. and should be back in Petworth by 5.30 p.m.

The cost of the coach travel is £13.50 (which includes the driver's gratuity). The total cost of
the trip will be £18.00 for National Trust members and £22.50 for non-members. The National
Trust need to know in advance how many members are coming, so please indicate below.

Please complete and return the form to Debby Stevenson, 3 South Grove, Petworth, GU28 OED
(Tel: 01798 343496), by 20" June.

Phone number

I/we enclose a cheque for £ (payable to The Petworth Society) which includes entry to
Alfriston Clergy House, (where applicable), The Museum of Shops and the cost of coach travel.

Number of National Trust members




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY
Annual Dinner — 10th September 2014

The Annual Dinner will take place in the Audit Room of Petworth House on Wednesday 10th September. As you
know there will again be considerable archaeological activity in Petworth Park during the summer. The senior
archaeologist Tom Dommett has agreed to return to outline his findings for this second year of excavation. Those
wishing to hear the talk should be at Church Lodge by 6.15pm. Otherwise one glass of wine or elderflower pressé
will be served for everyone at 7.15pm. The meal is timed for 7.45pm.

The total cost will be £21.00, inclusive of gratuities, pre-dinner wine and elderflower press¢, remaining the same as
in 2013.

As on previous occasions wine may be purchased at the meal.
The menu is as follows:

Main Course
Game Pie
Light Summer Chicken Casserole
Minted Lamb Meatballs

Mushroom Stroganoff

* * *

Dessert
Meringue Roulade with Fresh Fruit
Blackberry and Apple Crumble

Lemon Posset

* % %

Tea/Coffee
As indicated above. the total cost will be £21.00.

Please complete the form below if you wish to attend the dinner. A maximum of 88 can be accommodated and
acceptances will be on a ‘“first come’ basis.

[ should like to attend the Annual Dinner on 10th September 2014.
My/our Main Course selection is A B C

My/our Dessert selection is E F G

D (PLEASE ) I should like to bring a guest (maximum 1) and enclose £ ..............cccccccvmmnnnnen

Cheques made payable to The Petworth Society.
Name(s) (BLOCK LETTERS)

Address

Telephone Number:

Please send this slip and cheque payable to The Petworth Society to:
P. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth, West Sussex, GU28 0DX

No telephone orders, please.




Chairman’s notes

The lifetime of this Issue of the Magazine will take in the centenary of the
outbreak of war in 1914. While [ have used contemporary photographs for the
central illustrations, I have to say that Petworth does not have any great wealth of
such material, 1914 falling within the interregnum that followed the departure of
Walter Kevis in 1908 and George Garland’s first pictures in 1922.

While it is appropriate that the iconic date of 1914 should receive particular
recognition, commemoration needs to be a continuing process. Within the 156
issues of this Magazine are enshrined just a fraction of the memories of those who
returned from the war, those who remained at home, but particularly those who
were children at the time. In the nature of the case there is nothing from those
who did not come back. For everyone the war was a shattering experience: if
those who came back were changed men; those who remained at home were
changed too.

George Baxter' joining the Town Band in 1921 saw those who had served almost
as a race apart. If some spoke of the war, there were others who did not. At
home many would live out long years of aching loss, while survivors of the
conflict might carry not simply the spiritual but also the physical legacy of the war.
It was still common in the 1970s to hear the agonised coughing of lungs which had
inhaled toxic gas over fifty years earlier. In 2000 Winnie Searle’ recalled excitedly
shouting to her mother, “Here comes a telegram boy.” It was 1918 and the feeling
of childhood betrayed still lay heavy on her eighty years and more on. In
commemorating we need to step carefully: even perhaps keep a respectful
distance: we are dealing with events and emotions to which we cannot easily do
justice. We overstep at our peril.

Peter

| . PSM 47 March 1987

2. PSM 100 June 2000.

Debaorah's crossword will be back for the September issue
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1914-1918 in PSM

Clearly there is a great deal in the 156 issues of this Magazine that relates to the
years 1914-1918. It is often allusive and has a bias toward the Home Front. I tried
to offer a perspective in “Petworth from 1660” chapter 26 (Window Press 2006),
but this is no substitute for the memories themselves.

Among larger articles I might mention:

“Yea though I walk through the valley ...”
A conscientious objector’s view of the war. Frederick Charles Greenfield was a
member of the religious sect of Dependants or “Cokelers”. (PSM 82)

“Close your eyes and eat them with jam”
1915 as mirrored in the West Sussex Gazette. (PSM 88)

“The world and his wife are sure to be there ...”
Lady Leconfield’s 1918 fete in aid of war charities. (PSM 97)

“We shall need no flypapers in August ...”
1915 as seen through St Mary’s Parish Magazine and its monthly insert. (PSM 98)

Lean aisy on the peas, Miss Mary ...”

John Trevenen Penrose rector of Petworth during the war. (PSM 99)

The war diary of Captain Penrose
Penrose was killed on the Western Front in 1915. (PSM 114, 115, 116)

Dora takes a hand ...”
A curious Lodsworth sidelight on the war. (PSM 126)

“Guilty with qualifications or rats in the ek
Shortages at home in the last year of the war. (PSM 144)

Readers will remember too Dora Older’s reflections of these years recently
published in the Magazine.

There is so much more.
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But you'll say: what about the March sale? I was coming to that. “Officially” it
was the 150th — in fact the 151st as we’'d come back in February rather against
expectation. People were certainly pleased to see our “official” return. We had
the second highest total ever and that takes some doing!

|. The time being changed to 19|4.
2. The autumn tour would be southern-based.

“The day of small things™

With Sale number 154 in prospect and 14 years on, members may be interested in
the first account of a Book Sale that I can find. It comes from Magazine 102. I
would think that, while this is very early, it doesn’t reflect our first venture. 20p? I
remember donors complaining that if that was our standard price they didn’t see
much point in donating at all! Only one room in the Hall in those far-off days,
evening and Sunday morning opening, moving the boxes in private cars and
sorting on the Friday afternoon beforehand. Unimaginable now!

The Petworth Society Book Sale
November 4th (2000)

Books have been coming in steadily, mostly paperback but not entirely so. Book
sale? It’s really rather more: with Anne’s shop no more, the Society really needs an
occasional physical presence. Sorting roughly at home on the Friday afternoon,
then setting up on the Saturday morning. The usual plethora of soft-back fiction,
a few of the classic old-fashioned Penguins and Pelicans in their plain orange and
dark blue livery. A lot of cookery books — not very sanguine about these,
cookery's changed so much in the last ten years, let alone the last twenty.
Celebrity chefs are like pop-stars, all the rage and then forgotten. Turkish
cooking, books of salads, books of curries, vegetarian cooking of various kinds,
ways with lentils. Gardening too has changed and D.LY. Several “Arden”
Shakespeare — they must be worth 50p, a rare departure from the regulation 20p.
What we have must run well into four figures, laid out on the east and north sides
of the Garland Room in an elongated L shape. Some are no doubt veterans of
other sales, some old library stock. Some, I expect, we’ll see again.
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Stopham Bridge

James Roffey, one of our members, edits the very successful magazine The Evacuee

launched in 1996 and now nearing its 190th issue. The Evacuee is a lively, colourful
forum for evacuees to share their recollections of a life-changing experience. In
his January/February issue James writes:

“As I was working on this issue of The Evacuee the postman arrived with a
bundle of mail as usual. Included was a copy of The Petworth Society Magazine
and on the front cover was a picture taken in 1932. It is of the very ancient
Stopham Bridge, which used to carry all the traffic on the busy A283 Petworth to
Pulborough road in West Sussex. I used to visit it many times while I was an
evacuee billeted in Pulborough.

_ As you can see, it is very narrow, with insets that you could squeeze into when
traffic was crossing the bridge; during the war years heavy tanks used to scrape
their way over, in fact you can still find the marks in the stone walls, although you
may have to pull the moss away that now covers them. There also used to be the
letters SR and JR scratched in the ancient stone wall of one of the insets. Yes, the
letters were short for Sidney (which I was called in those days) and John (my late
brother) Roffey.

The bridge crosses over the River Arun which during the years before railways
were built, was part of the Wey/Arun Canal that barges carrying goods from
Chichester to London used to pass under. The canal became derelict and
impassable, but is now being restored.

[n recent years the road has been diverted over a new bridge, leaving the old
one to slumber quietly. However a few people can recall the tragedy which
occurred there during the war, but in the river, not on the bridge. The army was
testing a new tank that, in theory, could go under water. However it got stuck
while it was submerged and its crew members were drowned.

It was all kept very secret, but the local belief was that it had dropped into the
deep trench in the middle of the river that had been dug many years ago to enable
the barges to pass under the bridge. John and I were there at the time, but the
soldiers soon hustled us away.

Near to the bridge is the ancient White Hart public house, now a popular place
for the tourists who can sit at the tables in the riverside garden enjoying the beauty
of the bridge and the surrounding countryside. Of course none of them are
aware of the tragedy that occurred there.”

James can be contacted at the Evacuees Association, The Mill Business Centre,

Mill Hill, Gringley-on-the-Hill, Doncaster, DN10 4RA.

Petworth Society Magazine No.|56 17







In the spring of 2010 an Australian polo team were keen to take over 200 acres
of the farm, the Cowdray Estate made an offer to my immediate family to
surrender the tenancy. My wife and I retired to a Cowdray cottage one mile south
of the farm. I was able to find Kazim a job at a large dairy farm at Ockley and
John, now 67, is still working for the new Manor Farm tenants.

Roger Comber — concluded.

River Park Pond — a suggestion

I have often wondered what River Park Farm'’s large pond was for. It has a high
thick dam at its south end, with an outflow from it to the River Lod nearby.
Normally such a pond in Sussex would be for a mill (such as at Lurgashall Mill
nearby to the north or a hammer forge; but there is no sign here of any building
for either purpose. There is only the ancient farmhouse at the dam'’s south end,
aloof in its garden.

Recently reading Brian Fagan's book The Little Ice Age 1300-1850', its use
occurred to me. In 1460-65 the Chancellor of France made a large pond of some
110 acres and some 20 feet deep with a 120 feet dam near Lassay and stocked it
with thousands of fish. Every three or four years he drained the pond by the three
outlets in the dam and scooped up and sold all the fish, for which there was a
ready market in that Catholic nation, for use every Friday and throughout Lent.

Jeremy Godwin

[River Park was in the possession of the Roman Catholic Browne family from 554 to the close of
the eighteenth century. See Deer Poachers in Petworth Park PSM |6 June 1979. Ed.]

|, New York 2000.
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Marching in support of Belgium refugees. North Street [915.

All photographs unattributed unless indicated otherwise.
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Mrand Mrs |. C and daughter Field ambulance?
Percy Terrace Hospital in Bignor Park |915.
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Mobile canteen in Belgium ¢ |915. Jim Pullen second night.

MNone of the "cooks” had any previous experience. Courtesy of Mr john Hal

Right: Jim Pullen in [963. Photograph by George Garfand
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Remount Department in Petworth Park
ArthurVincent relaxes, Petworth c [917.

Horses were prepared here for service on the Western Front — |915-16.
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Can anyone place the location of this unidentified Walter Kevis negative?

Thel 15ting lepacy of war.

The date will be, perhaps, 1900.

St Dunstans in Midhurst (936, P
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shout out that “every one was a good-un”. He was always well dressed and wore a
bowler hat. He turned up every year and when he died several years later there
was an interesting story of his life in the local paper. Father had no time for the
gypsies and bemoaned us wasting our precious pennies on such rubbish, though
Mother did not agree with him and liked to see us enjoying ourselves.

Sabina Melville — to be continued.

“The Iron Room”

Casual mention of the “Iron Room” can be puzzling for many. Here is a picture
taken by George Garland just before its demolition in 1963. On the right is the
rear of the present NatWest bank. The Iron Room had been erected to
accommodate the congregation of St Mary's during extensive restoration in the
early century. It would become for some sixty years a Petworth institution. The
following contemporary report reflects the passing of a somewhat improbable
Petworth icon.
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Demise of the old Iron Room

"BUILDING WITH MANY LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS IS DEMOLISHED
The old iron room is no more

Petworth’s old landmark in Market Square, the Iron Room — for so long the centre
of local social functions — is no more. Demolition workmen moved in last week
and the 59-year old building has now been reduced to a heap of rubble.

Standing on the site of the forgotten Petworth inn, the Black Horse, the Iron
Room was formerly the headquarters of Petworth Amateur Dramatic Society,
which later became known as the Hampers Green Drama Group.

Said Mr. Harold Huggett, secretary of the group and producer of many past
Petworth productions: “It was about four years ago since we last played at the Iron
Room.

“After having played there for so long, we were sorry to leave at first, but the
building was getting rather dilapidated.

“Although it was not as comfortable as the Leconfield Hall, it had a wider stage,
better acoustics, and was generally more suitable for the larger productions which
we like to stage from time to time.”

Boxing tournaments, too, used to be held there. Organized by the late Mr. Ben
Wareham, the tournaments used to attract the best amateur boxers from Bognor,
Chichester, and even further afield . . . and were correspondingly popular.

The Iron Room was also the headquarters of Petworth Boxing Club and Petworth
Badminton Club, both of which are no longer in existence since the Iron Room
closed down.

Horticulturalists, too, used the building. Said Mrs. May Stoner, secretary of the
Petworth Produce Association and County V.PA.: “I'm sorry to see the Iron Room
go. Its proportions were ideal for flowers and we've held many a successful show
there.”

From the outside, the Iron Room’s corrugated iron structure bordered on
ugliness, but there can be little doubt that it is already being missed.”

From Midhurst Times, Friday October 18th 1963.
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Paradise Lost

Even today River Common seems remote, almost isolated. A tiny hamlet hidden
away to the north of Upperton, were it not for the huge electricity pylons which
dominate the background, little appears to have changed here in decades. With
barely a dozen cottages, linked only by Westlands Copse Lane, this was firmly
Wadey and Gumbrell territory. None of the old families live on the common now,
but follow the road to its dead-end and Roundabouts Farm still echoes to the
voices of its former inhabitants. The cottages have long been gentrified and now
fetch prices far beyond the fancy of the original commoners. Once a close knit
agricultural community, an old resident reflecting on the war years observed that
it had been quite possible to live on the common and not even be aware that a war
was on, after all it was only when roundsmen from Tillington or Petworth visited
that any news from the outside world intruded upon the routine of River
Common. Now even the delivery men no longer call.

I had visited the common some ten years ago when writing about the Wadey
family from Upperton but had not been back since then; in fact [ hadn'’t really
given the common a thought in years. This was all to change when I stumbled
upon a family history web site created by Liz Knight.

The Knight family at River Common in 1953.
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Liz, it turns out, is the daughter of Denis and Nora Knight who in the early
1950s had brought their family to live on River Common. Nora an artist and Denis
a former soldier had acquired half a cottage with the intention of leading a self-
sufficient life away from all of the pressures of post-war Britain. Denis held deep
convictions: a Catholic, a socialist and peace campaigner he was a lifelong
advocate of the principles promoted by the radical William Cobbett. As a poet
Denis was admired by the likes of Seamus Heaney and Bertrand Russell. Much has
still to be revealed about Denis’s life but it is those few short years at River
Common that interest us here.

I have reproduced the following poem written by Denis in 1998 and published
in a little book entitled ‘River Common’. It is worth reading more than once.

Falling and Getting Up

“I'm a bit broken!”

Says she, at last, fourteen

Days afterwards, when

Nora from the attic ladder

Flew down backwards to the window-sill,

Then headlong halfway down the cottage stairs.

I thought of her in nineteen-fifty-something

With three children in the pony-trap from Upperton
(Baby at home in cot) dashing at a smart trot through
Pheasant Copse from River Common with the sun
Just up, to catch the bus at Petworth for the school

In Midhurst — and all her life not used to falling.

From over forty years ago, | catch again

That dreamday on the Common in October when
I fell with her ‘slow motion’ to the orchard grass,
The apple-tree around me, its laden branches
Folding me as the whole tree collapsed,

All its ripe apples on it.

Old George Wadey,

Commoner and peasant farmer on Pitts Hill,

Had never in his life on River Common

Witnessed a laden apple-tree fall thus

Grandly to the grass, the apple-picker in it.

How Wadey smiled, amazed, was silent, thoughtful.
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number of years. Clearly the older woman had been used time and again as a
surrogate to the children but repeatedly that would be withdrawn as her
daughter’s circumstances altered. Would her daughter’s marriage to George Wells
mean that she would lose all contact with her granddaughter Jane? Quite likely.
Something awful was obviously affecting her mind on the night of the attack, but
exactly what she was so fearful of has never been revealed.

The inquest jury heard the evidence of PC Puttick and Superintendent
Kemmish before returning a verdict of wilful murder against Elizabeth Steer. She
was then charged before J.H. Robinson a Justice of the Peace and committed for
trial at the next assizes.

Elizabeth Steer was tried on 1 Aug 1862 at the summer assizes at Lewes. The
charge was that she did feloniously, wilfully and with malice aforethought murder
her granddaughter Jane Hill. The charge was grave and a guilty verdict would
certainly result in a capital sentence. However the judge having heard the witness

statements and considering the opinion of Mr Linton the governor of the
Petworth House of Correction — where Elizabeth had been held since the assault -
who considered that she was not in a fit state to plead and that she would not
understand the trial if it proceeded, the judge dismissed the grand jury and
ordered that the prisoner be confined during her Majesty’s pleasure.

Miles Costello

“Pop” Davis writes concerning Dick Lacey, probably a Leconfield Estate
gamekeeper, with whom he lost contact in North Italy at the end of the 1939-45
war. Can anyone help?

Mr Davis can be contacted at:

66 Bishopswood
Brackla
Bridgend

Wales

CF31 2LY
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