


The Petworth Society
Book Sale Calendar
2015

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Leconfield Hall — 10am-3pm

June 13t
July 11th
August 8t
September 12t
October 10t
November 14t

December 12th

Books to donate?

Call:
Miles on 01798 343227
Peter on 01798 342562




PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Summer Programme — please keep for reference

MONTHLY MEETINGS
Begin again in October.

ANNUAL DINNER

Wednesday 9th September:

Petworth Society Annual Dinner at Petworth House.
Please look at separate sheet.

WALKS
Cars leave Petworth main car park at 2.15pm sharp.

Sunday 21st Tune:

The David Wort memorial walk. Stag Park lakes. This is on private ground and is held by kind permission
of Lord Egremont. Rescheduled from 17th May. ON THIS PARTICULAR WALK NO DOGS PLEASE.

Sunday 19th July:
David and Linda’s midsummer walk.

Sunday 16th August:
David and Linda’s late summer walk.

PLEASE NOTE:
“Players Reunited” — Saturday 27th June
See main Magazine page 6. Petworth Park from 4pm.

Debby hopes to offer another expedition in September!
See September Magazine.
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This rare postcard by White of Littlehampton may predate the |9 14-1918 war or may come from
the early 1920s. Does anyone recognise the location or know anything of the Bonfire Boys?
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“For the first time in its history Petworth Ploughing Match had only two entries in the Horse
Ploughing section, Frist prize went to Mr J. H.Wadey employed by Mr A. H, Retallick of stopham

Picture shows MrWadey in action." Photograph and caption by George Garland c. 1953.
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Chairman’s notes

Forty years of this Magazine, 160 issues. It’s a production that may or may not
interest the ever-changing chameleon that is Petworth in 2015. If, as editor, I can
lay an uncertain hand on the past, I have little purchase on the present and no
shadow of a claim on the future.

This Magazine is for those who subscribe and the silent minority (I trustit’s a
minority) who since 1974 have “borrowed someone else’s.” Subscription, heavily
subsidised by the monthly Book Sales, means that the PSM can eschew advertising
but also that the Magazine does not reach everyone that it might interest.

The keynote of a Magazine like this has to be continuity. By this I do not mean a
relentless looking back to an illusory Golden Age or even a knee-jerk resistance to
change. Continuity is the sober realisation that to produce a quarterly Magazine
of this size and scope recourse is needed to some kind of communal tradition.

“Continuity” cuts both ways. To a newcomer it can suggest an entrenched, if
perhaps, unintended reserve, a town protective of a lived past. Here Petworth
needs to show itself for what it is: very largely open and welcoming. On the other
hand, those who have made the conscious choice to live or trade in Petworth have
the opportunity to reciprocate with a willingness to embrace a continuing shared
awareness to which they may themselves become heirs.

There is, of course, an alternative, equally sustainable, or even a median position,
neither one thing nor the other. In an age when the old boundaries have been
obliterated and Petworth, like it or not, is simply part of an increasingly uniform
world, continuity may not be a valid concept at all, or, put it another way, if
continuity has meaning for some, for others, it is quite simply an anachronism.
Your Magazine, you may say, bestrides a faultline ...

The quarter’s events are as usual reviewed in the main Magazine. The Elsted visit
comes after this goes to the printer. Debby’s Bluebell Railway trip is already fully
booked, while the form for the September dinner is with this Magazine. Debby
plans a second trip in September — details in the next issue.

Peter

| 7th April A kind of continuity.
A Garland study from the late 1930s.
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This | think is behind the Queen's Head pub in High Street. My father. Arthur John Connor front
right, Jinks’ Humphries, the landlord, centre front. Have | got that name right? Mr Johnson, the farmer
from Frog Farm front left. Year 22? Subject — obviously darts league.

Fhote praph by Georpe Garland

HOWICK
7?77  STAN SIDNEY
PULLEN SHIELD

CHRIS
JOAN
HENRY SADLER
WHITTINGTON
WAKEFORD  yictoR
ADSETT
KENNETH 7

BOXALL WARD VERNON

EMILY CRAWLEY
PEACOCK BILLY

KATHLEEN VINCENT

AMY
LACEY

BLUNDEN
NANCY
WALKER

AUDREY
EDNA GREEN CRADYS  opoTHY
NAIRNE BOXALL g ynDEN

A picture of the Petworth Rubbish Dump, in the old quarry behind The Petworth Cottage Hospital,
around |957/8 perhaps,

Photograph by John Antheny Connor
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BESIDE THE SEASIDE CROSSWORD

10 Trot along the beach — by

donkey? (4)

15 A bird hiding in your towel!

(3)

16 It had a Roman fort, a castle

and its own mint (B)

18 Walk softly as you paddle (3)

20 Nautical racing event (7)

22 Hire (4)

24 See Jac

25 Brighton pier replaced by the

Palace Pi

27 His electric ihway still runs
g eafront (4)

28 | hear they can float on water

(4)

ACROSS 23 How to eat |5 (4) SOLUTION
6 Open air swimming 4) 26 Number of sisters at Birling RIVERS CROSSWORD
7 & 24dn A plagque at Selsey Gap (5) i
28 & 2lac Highest point on the
South Coast (64)
easide duo 29 Go round by bike (5)

30 Rope which suppc

dal .:._:"-T‘.'_"' 15 buried in |""','

ACROSS

7 Newt, 8 Inns, 9 Lethe,

|| ' Wey And, |2 Sprat, |3 Idle,
|5 Rue, 16 Arun, |8 Tarrant,
20 Wettest, 2

25 Left, 28 Algae, 30 Brooks,

iy, 32 Holt, 33 Deft

beach comr rates this

Car,

31 Turn the tide - correct! (4)

2 Strand, 3 Wild,
ars, 5 Weir, 6 Chithurst,
0 Isle, |4 Eon, | & Aft,

7 Raft Races, 19 Row, 2| Eel,

ldes ships Into harbour

don't want the beach to 2 Wealthy hatter who fc
be 4) Bognor; after whom a park
17 William Blake's cottage is here named

(7 3 ';_J-\ir;'-_ wheel or

22 Trotton, 24 Oxen, 26 Floods
27 Skiff, 29 Gyre, 30 Bats
19 Poet whose first Sussex home 4 Sussex saint who taught the

WS : I ean (/) Saxons to fish (7)

22 Cinque port overlooking 9 Consort of George [V who

Romney Marsh (3) lived in the Royal Pavilion (8)

14 Petworth Society Magazine No. |60

Old Petworth traders (16)
The Reliance Motor and Accessory Co.

We reproduce an estimate for Mr Pitfield, the Market Square solicitor’s, rather
embattled GWK car. Often the series Old Petworth Traders profiles a business that
endured for years, even generations, but this seems a very early venture on the old
Pound Garage site at the junction with Tillington Road, before the days of George
Knight and Vic Roberts and almost immediately following the 1914-1918 war.
Messrs Falconer and Mojon seem to have left little mark on history, certainly less
than Mr Pitfield’s famous car and they do not appear in Kelly’s 1918 directory. Did
Mr Pitfield accept the estimate? We do not know.

See Bill Wareham PSM 67 March 1992 page 23-26 and photograph opposite
page 23. Miles Costello: Mr Pitfield’s motor-car PSM 111 March 2003 pages 35-42.

CARS GARAGED AND DHIVEN AT OWMEIRS RISK
BOLIGHT, BOLO OF EXCHANGED
POUND. STREET,

PETWORTH, /& 7 o

THE RELIANCE MOTOR & ACCESSORY Co.,

tepe ) : Ak R TR Perrol, Oil, Tyres and
Tuning wp & Speeiaity. all Accessories, eie

Repairs  and  Overhmuls,
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The night watchmen

One of my earliest memories of life at Petworth when I came to live here in 1978
was the curious life that went on in the house at night. This activity was about to
come to an end when [ arrived but I am pleased to have known it.

Between the hours of 10pm and 6am when the house was asleep the corridors
and rooms were patrolled from basement to attic by a single night watchman. He
began his circuit from a sitting room in the basement called the Butler’s Room.
From here he set off on his round every hour of the night, a leather bag on his
shoulder which contained a heavy metal box with a lock in it.

At each one of 30-40 key stations, placed at intervals throughout the house,
there hung a numbered key on a chain. At each of these stations the watchman
inserted the key into his box. This turned a dial which gave the hour of the visit
and at the same time punched a record on a paper scroll within the box. At the end
of the night's watch the paper scroll was fed into a ‘control box” which was placed
in the Butler’s Room for the purpose of keeping a record.

The circuit usually took half an hour to complete which gave half an hour’s rest
in the armchair before the next round. The moment that the watchman set off on
his round he would set a clock, like an egg timer to sound an alarm after one hour.
This was in case he did not return having either fallen down stairs or been
apprehended by an intruder. The alarm went off in the house as well as in the
Petworth police station,

The night watchmen, Arthur Hill, Percy Bradfold, Jim Reeve, Frank Carter,
Frank Whittington, Reg Wakeford and Mr Keating were retired estate workers.
They were not in their first youth and it is difficult to imagine the outcome of an
encounter with a determined burglar. As far as anyone can remember there was
no encounter of any kind to cause alarm.

One of the number, in order to give himself courage for his shift and the duties
of the night ahead had a habit of going for a drink in The Star in Petworth, He
often then fell asleep in the chair in the Butler’s Room and somehow failed to
meet his time settings. The alarms sounded all through the house, the police came
round and after some time calm was restored. This happened on several occasions.
Subsequently he relinquished the duties of night watchman.

Henry Wakeford, Reg Wakeford's son who is now in his 60s, has reminded me
that when he was a young man between the ages of 16-19, he acted as relief night
watchman. On occasions, particularly when the family was away he found the
house frightening at night. There was a rule that no electric light could be
switched on so his journey was made by torch light. The shadows loomed
particularly in the abandoned bedrooms that had not been used since before the
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Petworth Boys' School in North Street about 905, Members of the Penfold family are arrowed.
The photographer is unknown but such groups may have been taken on a fairly regular basis. If they
were, few examples survive. A hundred years after the 1914-1918 war, we can only wonder how
many of the group are remembered on the town's Roll of Honour; Note the Masons' Arms in the
left background.

Photograph courtesy Mr A Penfold
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A very unusual and otherwise unknown view of Preyste House in North Street about 1900,

Courtesy Mr Simon Watson as are the three following images.
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Another example of cut out figures set into a water colour background. Intricate and difficult work.
Clearly the annotator is working at a distance in time: one figure is unidentified.

lomestic setting. A sepia photograph has been carefully cut out and set against a
See: A Holland family album.

keground, See: A Halland family album.

24 Petworth Society Magazine No. |60 Petworth Society Magazine No.|60 25




George Aitchison's Sussex was published in the 1930s but he added atmosphere
The Rectory Farm about 1900 by using Wilfred Ball illustrations from before |9 14.This shows the old bridge at
See: A Holland family album. Pulborough and is reproduced from an early century postcard,
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Andrew Howard has done what he can with this!
See Protected Birds,
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war.

The floorboards creaked and the occasional bat skimmed overhead. His heart
skipped a beat on shining his torch up the Old Library stairs where on the half
landing hung the large picture by Northcote of the murder by a large sinister
figure in armour of the two royal princes asleep in the tower. This picture faced
you as you climbed the stairs. Our children found this staircase both horrifying and
fascinating and would tiptoe past the picture holding their breath. The Princes in
the Tower by Northcote now hangs fairly high up in the North Gallery too dimly
lit to frighten the public.

The Great North Room holds a particular fascination for all of us because most
people feel that the room has a strange atmosphere. Reg Wakeford said that he
always felt apprehensive when visiting this bedroom on his rounds. I have never
found the house to be creepy at night and am happy to wander into most of the
rooms but I do not like going into the Great North Room alone. My husband,
Max, remembers as a young man what a comfort it was to come back to the house
in the early hours of the morning after a party to see the light on in the Butler’s
Room and the night watchman dozing in his chair waiting to go on his rounds.

The nursery at night is not a frightening place for children. The rooms on the
east side are never completely dark as the lights from the town give a faint glow.
Once our daughter Constance, aged about eight was up early and walking from
her bedroom to the nursery wearing no clothes when she met the night watchman
head on. There was a brief hesitation before both passed each other, looking
straight ahead, neither making any comment. I asked Constance about this later
and she said she had not wanted to make any fuss and it was her fault for not
wearing a dressing gown.

These nightly rounds would soon come to an end. It was in the late 1970s that a
modern alarm system was installed with its locked doors, panels of buttons and
false alarms. I felt it was a pity because no longer could there be free passage
through the downstairs rooms after 5.30pm when the alarms were turned on. I felt
this especially on late summer evenings when I used to walk through the enfilade
of rooms filled with golden light from the setting sun.

This glorious moment is missed by everyone now as the public have left the
house by 5pm. The house at night is very silent. One can clearly hear the geese on
the lake settling themselves down for sleep on the islands and the occasional
alarmed cry when a fox passes. It is comforting to look down and see the sleeping
forms of the deer beneath the window, visible in the moonlight. They often sleep
close to or on the terrace. They make useful guards because when I see them fast
asleep I know that no one is prowling round.

On windy nights, the house can feel like a great ship at sea when the prevailing

Petworth Society Magazine No.| 60 29







Lucy, having married into the well-known local Milton family in 1863, died six
months later. The nonagenarian James Embling Senior would survive the rest of
his family by a mere matter of months.

P — with some help from Miles.

. Berkshire, now part of Oxfordshire.
).PSM 47 (March 1987) page 35."Lombard Street” appears to be an error.
.PSM 158 (March 2015).
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James Embling in account with A, M. Challen — pre Christmas week 869, Note the hay and straw.
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Telling tales of the Wrafthurst Witch

In the chapter about witches in The Folklore of Sussex (1973) Jacqueline Simpson
writes: ‘Of another reputed witch it was said that the most wicked thing she ever
did was to immobilize the Rector’s pony and trap all day, not releasing them till
eight o'clock in the evening ..." However, Simpson gives no indication as to where
this incident took place, noting only that the witch’s ‘name and home were
disguised, to spare the feelings of her daughter, still alive in 1943.” Fortunately
though, there are references at the back of the book.

The original story is told in “The Wicked Old Woman’ by A. R. Milton, in the
February 1943 issue of Sussex County Magazine (Volume 17, pages 47-49) and this
begins with a short introduction: “The author of the following writes: “This
account is true in all details — the fact that Betsy Shardlow’s daughter is still alive
has made it necessary to conceal real names — the name of the village is also
disguised.”’

Disguised they may be, yet the article is laced with clues. The story of the
Rector’s trap begins when: "The Rector was driving his horse and trap, being in a
hurry to get to Midworth.” This involved going along a lane that went over a hill.
The horse went up the hill at a good pace and the descent down the other side was
unremarkable too, but before it got to the bottom, the horse suddenly stopped,
and would not go on, no matter what the Rector did. He gee’d it up, shook the
reins, even used his whip — but all to no avail.

Cursing like a trooper, the Rector got down from his trap and began pulling on
the horse’s reins, swearing at it. Passers-by stopped and suggested different things
he might try. None had ever seen a horse so obstinate. A ploughman stopped his
team in the field, and came over to try and get the Rector’s horse to move. But
nothing worked. By now, the Rector was seething, and he took a box of matches
from his pocket, lighted one and put the flame underneath the horse’s belly. No
good. He did it again, but it made no difference.

After a while, he gave up and walked back home. Later he would be had up in
the court at Midworth for lighting matches under the horse’s belly. The horse and
trap remained in the lane until 8 p.m. when some of the villagers saw the witch
leave her cottage, which was near where the horse had stopped. As soon as she
opened the garden gate, the horse suddenly began moving forwards.

Milton notes that: ‘She was the wickedest old woman of Wrafthurst. She lived
half-way between this village and Welham on the main road.’

‘Wrafthurst’ and “Welham' are, like ‘Midworth,’ fictitious place-names.
Elsewhere in the article though, Harting is mentioned when some of the villagers
go there for the hopping. Note how the writer says “this village” in the last quote -
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against a water-colour marquee is a similar effort’. Catherine is clearly struggling
for the names but has all but one.

The Holland family bestrode a somewhat rarified social pyramid with the great
house at the top, and would be linked by acquaintance, or sometimes, marriage
with the upper echelons of local society, names like Eardley, Blagden, Burrell,
Bartelott, Wilmot and de Gilibert are just a few culled from the scrapbook.
Catherine is careful to identify although a later hand® sometimes follows a name
with a pencil question mark.

A series of snapshots, usually sepia, portray the Rectory and its immediate
environs.’ The “farmyard” may be Glebe Farm on the Horsham Road, others
show the Rectory Gate, the Rectory itself, and a (somewhat elite) haying party at
Hilliers. Some sepia shots of the Rectory gardens and one of the Virgin Mary
Spring are so faded now as to be irrecoverable. Cut-out photographs of Grace and
Katie Hoare against a water-colour domestic background may reflect an
affectionate mistress-servant relationship but the names are not otherwise known.
The context suggests Petworth rather than Wetherby."”

Victorian photograph albums, particularly where identification and location are
missing, can give a depressing sense of mortality. Catherine’s light touch with the
paint-brush, and her preparedness to annotate make the scrapbook a fitting
parallel with “Mrs” Cownley’s slightly later venture.

[ have written of Charles Holland in So Sweet as the Phlox is (Window Press
1993) pages 27pp and in Petworth from 1660 to the Present Day (Window Press 2006)
pages 165 to 169. | am grateful for the help and advice of Mr Simon Watson to
whom the scrapbook belongs.

|.PSM 158 (December 2014)

2. Hammer would be more accurate,

3. West Sussex Times 30th January 1892,

4 There is some doubt whether the floral frames and holiday pictures come from the same hand.
The holiday paintings seem inferior work to the floral backgrounds.

5. See account of this in PSM 86 (December 1996) pp 24-27.

6.See P Jerrome and |. Newdick's: Petworth Time Out Of Mind (1982) page | |.

7.See reproduction in the present Magazine

8. Catherine’s daughter (?)

9. See main photographs in this Magazine.

|0. There is an alternative suggestion that members of the Hoare banking family may have dressed
up as servants for some kind of charade
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Protected birds. 1870s

NOTICE
(illegible) CERTAIN WILD BIRDS
UNITED KINGDOM

DURING THE BREEDING SEASON
(Illegible) 36 Vic. Cap. 78) *

Illegible Wild bi

Hlegible To incluc

[Hegible wild b f offer for sale ¢ d bird recently

[llegible 1 aken 2 ¥ y A nd the

led, wounded,, or faken, or exposed, or offered
exceeding Five Shilings,

SCHEDULE

Landrgl i Redstart

| ing | Robin redbreas!
Mallare

| Martin

Moor {or wi

Huthatch

| Owl
| Oxbird (dunlin, or stint)
Dircd (yellon wg fan )

Godwit

Gaold-crested wren

| (Ehal,
gy

Pochc

Hlegible
Redshank | Mlegible

Chief Constable's Office

Petworth 10" March 18(?7)

The Chief Constable in the later 1870's, if not earlier, was Peter Drummond. He was based in
Petworth, as was the West Sussex County Gaol. Petworth is central to West Sussex, with good road
links in all directions.

The poster is superimposed ipon a copy of the West Sussex Advertiser's Almanac which cifes inter
alia Judge W. Furner’s attendance at Petworth Court, Online research shows him as presiding over
@ court case in Brighton in 1862, and in Hastings in 1859. The poster can be dated accurately to
1866.
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[ like to think so anyway.

I sometimes wonder what Granny would have thought if she had been alive
today. Things which I thought were normal were all wrong to her, and should not
have been allowed. I remember telling her of our new school teacher who was
married, she did not agree with married women going out to work and was quite
disgusted. I agree with her in one aspect, especially if it means leaving the children
to their own devices, very often the only reason why they go out is to have extra
spending money. | don’t know what Mother’s ideas were, she was always so
occupied with all the work she had to do she could not have given much thought
to it. Sometimes she gave me the impression that even she thought Granny (her
mother) was old fashioned. My children probably think I am old fashioned, as their
children will in turn think they are old fashioned, and I sometimes wonder how
advanced can the human race become, with regards to fashion. It is probably a
vicious circle.

Sabina Melville — concluded.

We have, despite our efforts, been unable to trace the copyright owner.

P

This postcard from John Connor may show a very early Garland picture but carries no identifying
stamp. Has anyone any suggestions!
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