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For humanity 2020 is proving the most difficult year for generations, yet nature, not only immune,

appears 1o be thriving. When these bluebells were photographed in April, n ghtingales were
singing, woodpeckers were drumming and a handsome dog fox was trotting confide

and all little more than a mile from the centre of Petworth

FRONT COVER BACK COVER

From the Hotel Victoria at Charing Cross after  ‘Snow 23 Oct 1859 A b graffito by an
breakfast to arrive at the Hotel Metropole in unknown hand on the wall of the Leconfield

Brighton in time for dinner by ‘Lord Leconfield's Estate carpenter's workshop suggests an

"Old Times Coach™" for fifteen shillings in 1914, unusually cold autumn in 1859, See 'A

A detail from a post card of the same date. carpenter’s pencil on pz 30.
F

Petworth Society Magazine No. |80




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS

The Petworth Society was founded in | 974
‘to preserve the character and amenities of
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overseas nominal £25.00. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following.

CHAIRMAN
Peter Jerrome, MBE, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth GU28 0DX. Tel: (01798) 342562,

VICE CHAIRMAN
Keith Thompson, |8 Rothermead,
Petworth GU28 OEW. Tel: (01798) 342585.

HON TREASURER
Nick Wheeler, Coppards, Middle Street,
Petworth GU28 0BE. Tel: (01798) 343777

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Gemma Levett, |8 Greatpin Croft,

Fittleworth RH20 | HX. Tel: (01798) 865064,

COMMITTEE
Dona Carver, Lord Egremont, Betty Exall,

Carol Finch, lan Godsmark, Gemma Levett,
Miles C

Patricia Turland, Nick Wheeler

and Linda Wort.

“ostello, Ros Staker, Deborah Stevenson,

2 Petworth Society Magazine No, | 80

MAGAZINE EDITOR
Peter Jerrome

Designed, typeset and produced by

Jonathan Newdick and printed in Chichester

by SRP Design and Print.

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

Di Robertson, Linda Wort, Peter |errome,
KeithThompson, Anne Simmons,

Debby Stevenson, Angela Azis, Betty Exall,
Pat Turland, and Annette Swann (Petworth).
Chris Vincent (Byworth),

Philip Wadey (Sutton and Bignor),

Gerald Gresham-Cooke (Tillington and
Upperton), Carol Twite (Fittleworth) and
Dawid Burden (Duncton).

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK
Debby Stevenson.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER
Nigel Flynn. Tel: (01798) 343558,

For this magazine on tape please contact
the Vice Chairman, Keith Thompson.,

Published by The Petworth Society which is

registered charity number 26807

The Petworth Society supports the
Leconfield Hall, Petworth Cottage Museum,
the Coultershaw Beam Pump and the
Friendship Centre,

WEBSITE
www.petworthsociety.co.uk

Julia Edwards

Peter Jerrome

Old Petworth traders No. 33
Keith Russell

Miles Costello

Roger Wootton
Debbie Stevenson

The February book sale

Andrew Brooke

Peter Jerrome

Miles Costello
Shaun Cooper

David Whitby

CONTENTS

The Petworth Society

Chairman’s notes

Petworth remembered with Miles and Peter

Bulletin days

The Petworth Engineering Co.

We wore bright yellow jackets

From Facebook

Strike me Pink — some Petworth cinema
programmes from the 1930s

From the North Gallery to the Leconfield Hall

Crossword

A sardonic crow and other matters

Tillington School in the late 1800s —a post card

‘...a rather worn bowler hat’

Lockdown at the Cottage Museum

From the National Newspaper Archive

A carpenter’s pencil

Of foxes-brewings, foxes, and fox-fire

“There can’t be anything to lose. ..’

Petworth Society Magazine No. |80 3




CHAIRMAN’S NOTES

July |st 2020

By any standards zoz20 has been a difficult year. The June magazine appears in
mid- July while issue 181 will appear later in the autumn. Hopefully, 2021 will
see the return of normal Society activities as too, the Book Sale.

We very much hope you like this issue of the magazine; understandably,
owing to social distancing we have not been able to do our usual interviews,
relying instead on those we had conducted prior to the epidemic. Thank you
very much for your understanding.

If, unsurprisingly, subscription renewal has slipped your mind, perhaps you
could use the renewal form enclosed to pay.

The Annual General Meeting had to be held over but there will be a summary
of the financial position in issue 181, While the effect of the epidemic still has to
be assessed, a successful 2019-20 should have put us in a reasonable position for

the future.

Petworth remembered with Miles and Peter
Julia Edwards

A very good number of members attended Miles® and Peter’s showing of old
Petworth photographs, some Petworthians through and through, others, like
myself, not born and bred, but feel as though we are; and others much newer to
the town.

The evening had a warm and informal feeling to it, with many of the audience
interacting and contributing to the commentary provided by Miles and Peter.

Miles has created a Facebook page where he posts old photographs of

Petworth and this has meant that a younger generation is adding to the history
of Petworth. Photographs taken in the sixties that, to me seem modern, are
creating interest. On a personal level, what has been particularly good about the
Facebook enterprise is that people I haven’t seen since I was in the Girl Guides
in the early seventies, have been brought together again.

Another evening like this would be very much appreciated, please, Miles and

Peter.
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Bulletin days

Peter Jerrome

[ have taken here a random selection of material from Bulletins 1 to 25 (May
1974 to September 1981) ro illustrate the diversity of the magazine from ir‘s
carliest tentative beginnings. In fact the title ‘Magazine’” would emerge only with
issue so. In the early days we sometimes re-used published material ﬂft}.'}(')ugh
our preference was always for original writing. The pieces here do not appear
in the order of publication and choosing could be endless. On occasion 1 have
added a short explanatory note. Appropriately the last piece introduces an in-
depth interview, the first of many that would effectively come to define the later
magazine. :

BUST OF WILLIAM 11l ON THE LECONFIELD HALL

The condition of this unusual bust by Honoré Pelle has recently been causing
considerable concern. The bust is one of the few examples of this artist’s work
in England and was described in the guide to Sussex by Tan Nairn and Nikolaus
Pevsner as ‘one of the best pieces of Baroque sculpture in England’. Part of the
nose is broken and there has been much fouling by pigeons and growth of green
algae and even some grass over it. Its attachment to the pediment has also been
described as dangerous and so the trustees of the hall have decided that it should
be taken down with the greatest possible care and stored under cover until suitable
renovation can be made,

Left.
The Honoré Pelle bust is now at Petworth House,
and its old position on the Leconfield Hall is
occupied by this replica, safe behind its protective
pigeon netting

Honoré Pelle (c.1641-1718) 15 thought to have
spent his early years in Marseilles, and is likely to
have trained under the French sculptor and painter
Pierre Puget (1620-1694). Before coming to England
Pelle, a Hugenot, seems to have spent most of his
early working life in Genoa and Modena, where
nis commissions were mainly ecclesiastical. The 6th
Duke of Somerset employed numerous French
Huguenots, including Daniel Marot, to whose designs
Petworth House was probably rebuilt.
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unlawfully with childe to be delivered unto herself . . . she then ‘destroyed ye

children and some of ye mothers.’

PETWORTH’S OLDER BELLS. (THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE SCRAPBOOK).
‘Shoemakers Bell’ was rung every morning at 6 o’clock but this roused too many
from their slumbers and was given up many years ago.

‘Curfew’ was rung at 8 p.m. until 1914 when war stopped it. It was rung in the
form of the Angelus, starting three times with three strokes.

‘Dishing Bell’ was rung directly the sermon was finished on Sunday mornings
so that the baker and housewives might know that it was time to dish up the

dinner. Some old people still remember it.

A GIRL TRAVELS FROM CHESTERFIELD TO WORK AS A HOUSEMAID AT PETWORTH, 19205
The housekeeper at Petworth House had given me detailed instructions about
coming from my home in Derbyshire, dm\'n on the train to Kings Cross, then
by taxi across unknown L.ondon to Victoria. I had the exact time of the train to
l’ullmmuul . where [ had to change to go ,1l:mu the branch line to Petworth,
watching at each of the little stations to see w hich would be Petworth. There 1
would be met. And so I came to Petworth — just a name to me then. The other
travellers alighted and disappeared, the train moved off and 1 was left alone.
\fter about five minutes a horse-drawn carriage pulled up and a voice said, “Are
you the new housemaid for Perworth House?’ 1 would know the driver later as
Bill Barnes, We set off for Petworth House up the slight hill from the station and

into the old town.
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Petworth Engineering Co.

No. 33 in the continuing series of old Petworth traders. Miles Costello

Now long forgotten, The Petworth Engineering Co. traded out of the premises
in East Street which would later become the Petworth branch of SCATS, the
agricultural merchants and is now home to the Petworth Antique Market.
Owned by Mt Frank Calnan, the business was established in about 1921 and
took over the building which had previously been used by William M aybank
who ran his coachbuilding business from there. Among many other things
the business was a dealer in Chevrolet cars and Wallis tractors, both American
brands, and one of the first local garages to serve petrol from a pump. Jack
Holloway joined the business as a fourteen-year-old in 1923 and recalled that

.they dealt in all manner of machinery, tractors particularly, and
specialised in country house electric lighting, installing and servicing the
engines that drove the plants. It was a very diverse business which included
well-work and this latter was my main job, working with Cecil Puttock and
also Charlie Grace from West Chiltington. We would go down to repair
the pumps, sometimes descending seventy or eighty feet on a winch with
a seat attached. We would drop a candle down to see what the air was like.
If it went out we'd plunge a sack of hay up and down to create a current of
air, and then try the candle again. Alternatively we might pump fresh air
down a hose pipe using one of the big old-fashioned blacksmiths’ bellows.
If you could see a haze as you looked down the well you’d know better than
to go down. In those early days of mechanisation Petworth Engineering
Co. did contract ploughing with tractors but also had a thriving electrical
side. George Cargill in Angel Street had a charging plant to replenish spent
wireless accumulators. Part of the East Street yard was enclosed and offered
a display of stationary engines. Petworth Engineering Co. also sold petrol.

[ remember Mr Payne the butcher had a motor-cycle without a kick-start
and it wasn’t unusual after he’d filled up with petrol to push him to the Post

Office before the engine started, once or twice even as far as Pound Street!

A recollection from PSM 50, December 1987. The Petworth Engineering Co.
finally closed its doors in 1945 when it was taken over by SCATS.

Opposite. A brass plate from The Petworth Engineering Co,, perhaps from a Wallis tractor.
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we didn’t see the Duke, Charles did stick his head in and do half a dance before
disappearing with his entourage. One of the lads put a handmade sign in the gents
loo saying “The Duke of Edinburgh sat on this throne’.

Colin and Malcom left in about 1966 or 1967 and they were replaced by Ken
Foster on rhythm guitar and John Katon who played the bass. We would continue
until about 1970 when a number of things conspired to make us give up the band.
Most of us were beginning to settle down, having steady girl friends or getting
married. Jinx had given up the pub and moved to The Fox and Hounds near
Wisborough Green. We had to find a new place to rehearse and fortunately we
were able to use a room at the back of The White Horse at Sutton. This was
quite handy as Colin and Gerald’s girlfriends came from the village. Times were
changing; there was no longer the demand for live acts, Discotheques were coming
in and it was cheaper to hire a guy with a record player and a pile of records than
it was a band. We were effectively outpriced.

The band was together for the best part of ten years and | must say that 1
enjoyed the time. It was certainly not easy playing a couple of evenings a week and

still holding down a day job —
I was a carpenter for a West
Chiltington builder for over
thirty years — but | wouldn’t
change a thing. We eventually
went our separate ways though

even after all these years | am

still in touch with a couple of

the band members.

A late photographs of the Triffiks
ifter thay had abandoned therr
bright vellow jacke
On the left, Gerald Humphrey
guitar), at the back and looking
uncomfortable, John Tango’
Tangstrum (vocals), and at the front
from left to right John Katon (bass
guitar), Keith Russell (drums), and
Ken Foster (rhythm guitar)
Ihe style of the photograph
15 typical of that of 1960s
groups — a combination of carefree
youthful high spirits with a hint of
world-wearyness and a suggestion

of anarct 1y
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From Facebook

Miles Costello

COULTERSHAW MILL
A photograph of a young woman working at a sewing machine repairing flour
sacks at Coultershaw Mill in 1949 was seen by Linda Carter who identified the

machinist as her mother Rose who was 23 years old at the time. Robert Spreadbury

and his family lived for some years in the farmhouse next to the mill and was once
asked how they could live there with the constant rumbling of the machinery the
truth was that after a short while they didn’t even notice the noise. What’s II‘erc
as the mill didn’t operate at weekends Robert and his friends would be free to
wander around inside the huge building, a fascinating if not somewhat dangerous
playground.

operated the mill from the early twentieth century until its closure in 1972, The pri
steel-framed concrete building, which had replaced the earlier mill after its destruction
1923 was dismantled in 1973. The site is now occupied by the Coultershaw Beam Pump.
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ﬁonthly Programme

FOR

October 1936

PROGRAMME SUMIRCE TO0 ALTERATION

NIOHTLY AT L

WERNERDAYE AND SATURDAYS AT o ans B-an

LADIES emid OENTE

WATERPROOFS « RAINCOATS
Can by Seen in Groar Variely ol
FOX'S STORES
L fream 8/11 1 £1/+, Camts frem 4/1) ta /e
A Selection 1w mest all requirsmants i svery sl
GUARAMTEED BRANDS ONLY

Thisra, COct, ssnd For 3 Dwps. Moo, Oct a6th For 3 Da.
|IAIW" BULLAVAN hl
THE MOON'S OUR

FRAMCHOT TONE W | OME

|
THE UNGLUARDED win HEMRY FONDA,

HOUR | EHARLES BUTTERWORTH

LORETTA YOUNG,

with LEWINE STONE, A grand comedy remance
MOLAND YOUNO, OUDLEY i T o
oicoks | ORIFT FEWOE

it Lasry *"Bater'’ Crabbe,

Baser on the phiy by Ladlsbiis
Fodor and Kafharing Oemive

Fross o,

A. MONEY

FISHROMOER, FRUITERER & FLORIST

GOLDEN SQUARE PETWORTH

| L

Strike me pink

Some Petworth cinema programmes
from the 1930s

-amme in October
than a notice board but
the Regal had recognised the

vle. Gary Cooper and

> Raft apparently glance somewhat

‘ds The Misses Westlake
, baby linens
2et, Petwortt
coke merchar

1i|f‘\-\-"{1.‘ th. The pr

Telephane 35

AGNES WESTWOOD

LADIES' OUTFITTER
LOMBARD STREET PETWORTH
LADVEHIE AND AYR WOOLS,
ART NEEDLEWORK AND FANCY GOODS
PEARSALL'S EMDROIDERY SILES wod €5, COTTONS

Thursday, Crtobes sl For Thres Duys
Tw bawars of delbriows fin, o Hietms of lesghipr

EDDIE CANTOR in

STRIKE ME
PINK

fwiin ETHEL MERMAN, RALLY EILERS, FARKYARKARKUS,
WILLIAM FRAWLEY snd "THE COLOWYN ainLa™
Thhe growtent cimedy of this or arry oller yoar !

Teléphore 15g, Peiwarth

Phyllis Z. Payne

LADIES AND CHILDREN S 1IAIRKDRESSER
AL SHAMPOOIND — WAVING MANICURING

EAST STREET PETWORTH
SUFERMA FENMANERY WAVIND
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T. H. RUSSELL, LIMITED

Automobile and
General Engineers

PETERSFIELD RD. and RUMBOLDS HILL
MIDHURST

TELEPHONE — 17

Agents far:-
Austin, Rover Cars and other makes

GOLDRING & SONS

Secbamen, Rurserymen, Florists and Fruiterers

Please sewd jor copy of Seed Catalugus.

Oar Soec are Ruluable and Ressowable m Prce. Everything
Tor the Gurdan vepplied.  Cheice Cut Flowers. Wrestha.
Croases wnd Bowets tsutefully arvasped.  Well grown
Tewrvlor wnd Bedding Plasts. Roses. Fruil Troes sad Sheabs.

Mambary of the Flarts Telograph Delrvery Assacisison.

WEST STREET : 4 MIDHURST

FHONK: 1

And at Dodsley Norseries, Midhurst

g

RECAL

CINEMA
DETWDIIDTI‘I

il et Pubiichad by T Fumin, Lvn. 4 Chaneh Fole, Lomiom 0 fut 0 Bonm & Cn

PROGRAMME
For APR. 1938

J. & A. SUMMERSELL

(Buccemeny W, |. CRAGG)
BARTONS LANE = = - PETWORTH

e D S S
Plambers, Painters, 1 8 C Water Fitters, Heaiing and Sanitary
Euginears, Re-timwing ote.

THE MISSES WESTLAKE

COAL AND COKE MERCHANT
Street Farm—————_ Fittleworth

m.ﬂ.ﬁml’&m‘m QUANTITIES
Deliverion i Potwerth District oa  Fridays or by Request

MIDHURST ENGINEERING
& MOTOR Co.
General Engineers

MORRIS

AUTHORISED DEALERS AND REPAIRERS
Telephone : Midburs 32

MONDAY, APEIL Sk, FOR 3 BAYS.

WILLIAM POWELL AND LUISE RAINER
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS

From e beck by Barsmes Orery. Un world-fsms coesior ol ~The Soethet
[L——

with
ROBERT YOUNG. MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN
FRANK MORGAN & HENRY STEPHENSON
— ALSD

MANCY BURNE & JACK LIVESEY
-
WHEN THE POPPIES BLOOM AGAIN

THUREDAY, AFRIL Tih, FOR 1 DATS

—u--n. SORLS AT SRA
FRANCES DEE. HENRY WILCOXON
HARRY CAREY & OLYMPE BRANDA

— A0 ——

WILLIAM BOYD. GEORGE HAYES & MURIEL EVANS
RUSTLERS VALLEY
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Church or prison?

Tillington School in the late 1800s.

This post card of Tillington School
probably dates from the late 1800s.
The formidable looking stone-built
school with its Gothic windows and
which is gravely out of character with
the rest of the buildings in the street
looks to be an uncomfortable hybrid
between a prison and a church. Indeed,
for the pupils, that may have been how
it felt. It stood where Linton House
(itself aesthetically inappropriate) now
is and it was demolished in 1969.

According to the Tillington
National School Log Book for 1894
to 1904, on November 19, 1894 there
were 110 pupils attending school In
the morning although this had risen
to 112 by the afternoon. Truants were
frequent, usually when children were
needed to work for their parents — or
for local landowners.

For November 21, 1894 the Log
I%! Nll\' ]'L'C(}]‘L!L’(i Ih;l[ Hixt‘.‘L'” b{)_‘\'f“ Were
absent because they were ‘stopping’ for
Colonel Mitford although only one of
them was legally old enough to do so.
Despite the relatively high number of
pupifs there were only four members of
staff plus a caretaker at arou nd the time

this photograph was taken.
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A carpenter’s pencil

Miles Costello

We have known about the graffiti on the wall of the carpenter’s workshop in
the Leconfield Estate yard for vears but probably haven’t paid it the attention it
deserves. Written mainly in the thick graphite of a carpenter’s pencil the short
scribbles appear to be a chaotic assortment of fleeting accounts of local and
national events. The writers, there are several different hands. remain anonymous,
and the purpose of the graffiti is probably forgotten. Any intended permanence
seems unlikely as the pencil can hay conly alimited durability; however the naturally
dry atmosphere of the woodworking shop has unintentionally helped to protect
the writing from the effects of time, There appears to be no rationale or criteria to
the selection as notices of social events compete for space with the winners of long
finished horse races. Births and marriages sit uncomfortably alongside suicides,
royal abdications and tragic accidents. Each record is important in its own right
though the meaning of some are now lost. Fortunately Jonathan Newdick has
managed to record on camera the surviving graffiti and [ have attempted to explain
the relevance of a few of them. Of the several examples that [ have illustrated the
first (above) is easy to explicate while the second (opposite) is less so,

The burning down of Coultershaw Mill on April 8th 1923 was a significant event
at Petworth. Such was the shock to the community that hundreds of people turned

up the following day to see the effects of the fire and the oby ious inadequacies of
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both the Petworth and Leconfield Estate fire brigades which would lead to a_gnnd
deal of soul searching and eventually a certain amount of modernisation of both
brigades. . ‘

The second example leaves the most important question unlzm_\;\\'m'{:d‘. \\'h::_\\'as
the vietim? Was he local, no obvious name appears in the parish magazine of the
time, but is that surprising; after all would the burial of :1_s.uicidt' be recorded
by the church? A thorough search of local newspapers has failed to turn up any
I'L"i'!l)ﬂ, Was it purely coincidental that someone drove -.1I nail into the .\\':1I| at L:KEICII_\'
the spot where the name was recorded, was []'l;lfl':l deliberate act of \':ln({.flli:w!'n}{;l:
an attempt to conceal the identity. So many questions that we are probably unable
O answer, .

The following report of the fire at Coultershaw Mill appeared in the Chichester

Observer of \\'L'dncmhi‘\' 18 .-\pt'il 1923,

The tranquillity of Petworth in the still early hours ui‘b‘undﬂE' April 8th was
disturbed by the ringing of fire bells, calling the brigade to Coultershaw
Mill, \\-'hin:h- was the scene of one of the most disastrous fires in the Pcfwm‘th
district for many years, The mill was regarded as one of the oldest in Sussex,
and was the lwl‘()llwért)' of Lord Lecontfield. It was occupied by Mr John
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Gwillim of Fittleworth Mill and North Mill, Midhurst.
An employee named Horace White was on the premises until 12.30am

and there was nothing amiss when he left. The first intimation that anything
was wrong was when P. C s Whitehead and Weller noticed while they were
at Byworth a glare in the sky. The time was about 1.45 and they were about
two and a half miles away. They proceeded in the direction indicated, and
on reaching the mill, found it well alight. Several civilians were there,
including a man named Bachelor, his son, Mr. Challen (head porter at the
railway station) and Mr Jack Moase of Coultershaw Farm. Someone in the
neighbourhood had noticed the reflection in the sky about two o’clock, The
mill was burning fiercely, and there was serious danger of buildings situated
close to it connected with Coultershaw Farm, and the farmhouse itself
catching fire. The tar was melting, and the tiles very hot and water obtained
from the river nearby was thrown over the building. In the meantime Mr
Leazell of Petworth had seen the reflection of the flames in the sky, and
notified Superintendent Alce, who proceeded to the mill with P. S. Knight
and P. C. Trott. The town and [Leconfield] FEstate fire brigades had also
received the alarm, and eventually P. S. Simmonds of Pulbor yagh came on
the scene to help.

Arriving about 2.25 Superintendent Alce and his men, with assistance of
several civilians, formed a chain across the road and bailed out water which
was thrown over the farm buildings, until the arrival, about 2.45, of the
Estate brigade with their steamer. They got their hose to work, and there
is no doubt that the combined efforts of the police, civilians and brigade
prevented the fire from expanding to the farm property. The town brigade,
under Captain Stedman, quickly arrived with their manual, and played on
the flames, but the building burned so fiercely that it was practically hopeless

from the first that anything would be saved.

The selections of graffiti on the following pages give a flavour of the cross-section
of the events that were considered noteworthy at the time and to some degree
indicate a continuing tradition. If any readers can help to fill in any of the gaps
please contact the editor,

Among the graffiti oppesite are: A. Newman arrived Oct 24 1940

Petworth Boys School Bombed by Germans | married June | /th 1919,

Sept 29 1942, 32 Killed, Henry Whitcomb Nov 3rd 1921 Buried 5th.
My Wife Miss Carried our baby 10/11/85 C. Sadler came Dec 31st 1933

K. Bowman. K. Boxall came here on March |6th [1935]
John Brown Shot himself July 20th | 855. H. Foster died Dec 5th 1919, F, Hill ) died
|. H. Pullen Dec 20 1927, Feb 28th 1921,

stwor [ : No. 180 33
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¥

Harvest Dinner 20th Sept | 867 Very windy day on the | |th of February | 866 ; / “ﬂ AU (g
Dec 6. Mrs Pullen died Oct 28th 1873 | :--||-.._! Street b
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Of foxes-brewings, foxes, and fox-fire

Shaun Cooper

‘We went to our special place, just up in the wood,” Albert said, pointing
at the trees with his walking-stick, ‘and tried not to make any plans. |

had my knife with me and cut our initials in the bark. There was an odd
smoke-like mist in the hanger opposite, rising up through the beech trees.
Shona said it was “foxes-brewings”. I wrote it down in my diary. Foxes-
brewings, I'm sure of it.’

The quote above is from A Song from Ironweod, which is set in the Sutton and
Barlayvington area, and although it was published just last year, it could well be
the on/y novel that describes this mysterious phenomenon. Foxes-brewings is
the local name for a certain kind of mist sometimes seen rising from the beech
hangers along the northern escarpment of the Downs.

When foxes-brewings turn to Cocking,

Then foxes-brewings will come a -dropping.

This is an old Sussex saying, used by people who lived near the escarpment,
between Bury and Cocking. Possibly the earliest description of it is in the first
volume of The History of Sussex (1870) by M. A. Lower, and the quote was also
given in a letter in Sussex: Connty Magazine in 1934, after one reader had written
to ask what the saying meant:

A curious phenomenon is observable in this neighbourhood. From the
leafy recesses of the hangers of beech on the escarpment of the Downs,
there rises in unsettled weather a mist which rolls among the trees like
smoke from a chimney. This exhalation is called ‘Foxes-brewings,’
whatever that may mean, and if it tends westward towards Cocking rain
follows speedily.

The reply in SCM was from someone who lived at Cocking Rectory, and after
the end of Lower’s deseription, they added: ‘I can confirm this abundantly
from observation.’ I

The letter also includes the saying as Lower gave it: ‘When Foxes-brewings
go to Cocking, Foxes-brewings come back dropping’.
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Anitem about it in the Chichester Observer, 4th November 1925, rehashed Lower’s
description of the phenomenon and gave another version of the proverb: “When
Foxes Brewings go to Cocking, Foxes Brewings come back dripping.’

In her article ‘Sussex Weather Lore’ in Sussex Connty Magazine in August
1940, Miss L. Candlin also rehashes Lower’s description of the phenomena,
somewhat imprecisely — “When the weather is unsettled a thick mist like
smoke lies among the thick leafy beech trees on the sides of the Downs’ — and,
curiously, adds: ‘But if the mist rises slowly straight up the hill it is a sign of a
hot day or a spell of fine weather.’

She, too, gives a different version of the saying: “When Foxes Brewings go
to Cocking, Foxes Brewings come home dropping.’

Various Sussex writers have mentioned or even described foxes-brewings,
but most of the others who also lived quite far from Cocking tend to be
somewhat vague about it. For example, the author of the ‘“Mrs. Paddick’
tales lived at West Wittering, and the one where Mrs. Paddick talks of ‘foxes’
brewings’ in March 1946 — is, alas, not really worth even quni‘ing here,
because all she says is that it’s something to do with dark clouds over Cocking
Down. Similarly, Cecile Woodford, who was from Crowborough way, just
writes in Portrait of Sussex (1972): “The “locals” of Cocking say that when a
mist arises from the foliage of the beech trees and rolls across the downs like a
snake from a chimney, it is a sign of rain; this they call “foxes brew™.’

Clearly she had read Lower’s description, yet she gives it a different name
and does not even quote the saying. And Tony Wales, who lived at Horsham,
is another writer who must have known the saying, yet he did not record it in
either edition of Zhe West Sussex 17illage Book (1984; 1999) — instead, just writing
that an unusual natural phenomenon seen near Cocking used to be called ‘Foxes-
Brewings’ — note the past-tense — and that: “This was a mist in the trees which
was supposed to foretell rain if it rolled westwards towards Cocking.’

However, it’s got to be said that the majority of books about Sussex
do not mention foxes-brewings at all, and from the twenty or so Sussex
newspapers that are in the British Newspaper Archive there are only three
items concerning it — and the reason for this dearth of references to it is
probably because these strange rising mists have been recorded only between
Bury and Cocking. There is also a non-Sussex book that notes the saying:
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if this is indeed the case, then why is it just in this part of the country and,

seemingly, nowhere else?

One of the reasons that foxes-brewings will not be forgotten here though
is that there is a house, used as a retreat, called Foxes-Brewings, at the southern
end of Cocking, and it even has a plaque which features Lower’s description
of the phenomenon. And, of course, foxes-brewings are still rising from the
woods along the escarpment of the Downs in West Sussex, and may even be
seen turning towards Cocking, now and then.

A Song fi

comedy st

and 1914,

Pedigree: Words from Nature is by Stephen Potter & Laurens Sargent
(1973).

The Shell Country Alphabet by Geoffrey Grigson was first published in
| 966, and must be quite the best encyclopaedia there is about the
British countryside

The Englishman’s Flora, also by Grigson, is mainly about the local and

dialect names of flowers, as well as their folklore.

There is something about foxes-brewings in a paper written by Mr.
Philip Mainwaring Johnston, FES.A. FR.LB.A. In the Archaeological
fournal (vol. LXXVIII Nos. 309-31 2. 2nd series, val. XXVl Nos. | -4
pp. | 74-204, 1921) which | have not read - but it is worth noting that
although the letter from Cocking Rectory indicates that the paper
quotes M. A. Lower's description, as can be seen in Sussex County
Magazine, Vol, 8, (1934) page 590, the writer does not give any other
relevant quotes concerning this mysterious phenomenon.

Opposite,

Two areas of rising mists that might be described as 'foxes-brewings'
photographed from Glatting Farm, south of Sutton in late March
2020.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

ACROSS

7 Gunpowder;, 8 Manor, |0 National, || Audit, 12 Ogle, |4 Half Moon, |7 Beggars,

|9 Gibbons, 22 New Grove, 24 Navy, 27 Limbo, 29 Somerset, 3| Blake, 32 Fair Rides.

DOWN

| Rural, 2 Spring, 3 Swan, 4 Healthy, 5 Band, 6 Post Horns, 9 Gaol, |3 Ear, 15 Mob,

|6 Peter Lely, |8 Gog, 20 Inn, 2| New Star, 23 Oboe, 25 Virgin, 26 Revel, 28 Moke, 30 Mary.
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not come under my ditect control. As with venison the value of pheasants can

fluctuate, and again, as with venison there is a risk of over-production and

a subsequent glut on the market. The Leconfield home shoot is not run for
profit,

Part of a gamekeeper’s job, in fact the essence of the job, is to bestride the
delicate balance between sentiment and harsh reality. A gamekeeper cannot be
sentimental if he is to retain his position and do what he is employed to do.
Vermin have to be controlled. Game has to live in a controlled environment,
but there is a place for sentiment, affection even.

After living for some years at Shepherd’s Lodge on the edge of the Pheasant
Copse I have now moved to Lodsworth but still almost on the borders of
Stag Park. We have Brocky the badger, found by the road at Lodsworth,
orphaned and weeks old at the most, his mother probably killed by a passing

car. We took him in — he would never
survive in the wild — and he lives in the
house. He never messes and he does not
smell. He is a solid comforting presence.
And there are the two fallow deer in the
paddock, picked up as fawns by well-
meaning visitors to the Park and taken
to the National Trust. They cannot
ever return to the herd and we have
named them Dama and Isla. And there’s
Cronky the disabled raven. Ravens may
be a protected species but they can be a
terrible pest to young lambs. While there
is a certain malevolence about Cronky we
wouldn’t be without him and he would
have no chance of survival in the wild.
Our stout and somewhat petulant turkey
is another survivor, I am as happy with
my rather curious menagerie as I am
that | took up Fred Courtier’s somewhat
throwaway remark nearly forty vyears

ago,

Left.

David Whitby with one of his ‘curious
menagerie', Mika, a fox cub who became very
tame and lived with the family for many years
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