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There are times when a picture doesn't need a caption. There are times also when it is the

simplest of things that give hope for a future in days of uncertainty.

FRONT COVER BACK COVER
Looking south in Hungers Lane. See ‘Hungers A Petworth parish boundary marker. See '‘No
Lane and Sokenholes walk' on page | | shrinking violets' on page 44,
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plus the parish of Egdean; to encourage interest
in the history of the district and to foster a
community spirit’. It is non-political, non-sectarian
and non-profit making. Membership is open to
anyone, anwhere and the annual subscription is
£14.00, single or double; postal £18.00, overseas
nominal £25.00. Further information may be
obtained from any of the following.

PRESIDENT

Peter Jerrome, MBE.

CHAIRMAN

Alexandra Soskin, Egdean, Petworth
acwhockenhull@gmail.com

HON TREASURER

Nick Wheeler, Coppards, Middle Street,
Petworth GU28 OBE.
nicholasnwheeler@hotmail.com
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Gemma Levett, |8 Greatpin Croft,
Fittleworth RH20 |HX. (01798) 865064.
robandgem@aol.com

TRUSTEES

Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Peter |errome,
Alexandra Soskin, Nick Wheeler,
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Gemma Levett, Jill and Adrian Lovett, Alexandra
Soskin, Nick Wheeler,

MAGAZINE EDITOR

Miles Costello, 9 South Grove, Petworth,
GU28 OED. (01798 343227).
milescostello 68@gmail.com

Designed, typeset and produced by
Jonathan Newdick and printed in Chichester
by SRP Design and Print Ltd.

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTORS

Miles Costello, Adrian and ill Lovett, Di
Robertson, Anne Simmons, Sarah Singleton,
Debby Stevenson, Keith Thompson, Pat and
Pete Turland, and Linda Wort (Petworth).
David Burden (Duncton), Gerald Gresham-
Cooke (Tillington and Upperton), Ted Liddle
(Midhurst), Carol Twite (Fittleworth), Chris
Vincent (Byworth) and Philip Wadey (Sutton
and Bignor).

SOCIETY SCRAPBOOK

Debby Stevenson.

SOCIETY TOWN CRIER

Nigel Flynn. (01798) 343558.

WEBSITE

www.petworthsociety.co.uk

BANK

Natwest Chichester

Sort Code 60-16-27. Account 89087186

The Petworth Society supports the
Leconfield Hall, Petworth Cottage Museum, the
Coultershaw Beam Pump and Petworth Fair,

Published by The Petworth Society. Registered charity number 268071 .

For members, the Petworth Society (the Society) holds your personal contact and associated details as a
digital record.The information is required for the operation of the Society and for no other purpose. The
information will not be shared with any third parties, other than HMRC in respect of any Gift Aid claim,
without your express approval. Should you cease to be a member of the Society and, following the 'statutory
period’ of two years, the information will be removed from our records, For further information on the
Society's Privacy and Data Protection Policies please contact the Treasurer.

2 Petworth Society Magazine No. |83

Max Egremont
Miles Costello

Debby Stevenson

Miles Costello
David Parsons
Miles Costello
Jonathan Newdick
Len Smith

Trevor Brash

Judy Sayers
Graham Berry
Stephen Elliott
Miles Costello and
Kieth Thompson

Miles Costello

CONTENTS

The Petworth Society
Editorial
Chairman’s notes

Letters

‘...a richly contemplative mind’

Hungers Lane and Sokenholes walk
Life after lockdown crossword
Almost Just William

Cow dung gathered in May

The rise and fall of Petworth spire
From Facebook

Changing Petworth (7)

‘Mondays were always wash days’
Growing up in Pound Place

The carter and the builders’ merchant
From Lambeth to Balls Cross

“The bus ride cost tuppence’

No shrinking violets
‘Obey the laws and wear the gauze’

From the National Newspaper Archive

Petworth Society Magazine No. 183 3
















PETWORTH PARK

NGTON -
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track marked in the turf. We are now on Snow Hill where we are able to enjoy the
expansive views of the Park and beyond; keep following the track right and after a
while a choice of ways is clearly laid out before us and all quite visible and obvious.
We can return to the town through one of the lodges on the A272 Midhurst Road
or carry straight on past the Upper Pond and eventually into the town by way of
the Cow Yard in North Street. A simple but most enjoyable walk.
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ABOVE Coxland in the early 1930s. At this time, towards the end of its life, the ‘grand old house'
had been divided into two, or possibly more, ‘cottages'. This is suggested by the door on the
extreme left with its tell-tale estate number and which is clearly an insertion replacing an earlier

window. I'he house was s

ury and which was once known as No. 24 Leconfield Estate.

from the early seventeenth ce
BELOW Sunlight on a tangle of exposed hazel roots in Hungers Lane.
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LIFE AFTER LOCKDOWN CROSSWORD

Compiled by Debby Stevenson. Solution on page 48

ACROSS

6 Edwardian garden near
Haywards Heath (5, 4)

8 Fetel? (4)

10 & 4 down. Ancient
downland paths (3, 4)

11 & 14 across. Broken
hearts mend in these
downland villages (3, 7)
12 See |8 down

15 Might hear one being
played at the Petworth
Festival (4)

19 Habitat for wild flowers
)

20 Arrive unannounced?

(4.2)

22 & 30 down. Childish
creation on the beach

not very tasty (4, 3)

23 Arts and Crafts home
with Willlam Morris
interiors (7)

26 Spiritual atmosphere in
the countryside (4)

28 Neither to be found in
Northchapel (3)

29 Lengthy one near
Wilmington (3)

31 Went in for a dip (4)
32 Look out for wild life
from these (4, 5)
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DOWN

1 Ornamental garden
building (5)

2 8 across perhaps? (1, 2)
3 Criticising roofing at
the Weald & Downland
Museum (7)

4 See |0 across

5 Tree lovers' garden at
West Dean or
Winkworth (9)

7 Sir Frederick Stern’s chalk
garden near Worthing (8)
9 & 24 & 27 down. Enjoy
a relaxing trip on this old
canal (3, 3, 4)

13 See |8 down

16 ...and he is in control
of your trip (6)

17 Stately home and
gardens just in Kent (9)

18 & 13 down & 12 across
Stately home's annual event,
popular with the green-
fingered (8, 6,4)

21 Perfect night for
astronomers on top of the
Downs (7)

24 See 9 down

25 Aroused from sleep at
Gilbert White's Selborne
home (5)

27 See 9 down

30 See 22 across

Almost Just William

JUST —
WILLIAM

RICHMAL
CROMPTON

T fst £ Willm bou

\
al

) \
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A

The Dunstan family in Station Road in 1965, looking as if they could be on their
way to audition for the part of William Brown in one of the many film and television
:ld:i;'al':lii:ms of Richmal Crompton’s series of stories. They are awaiting only their
caps and ties from the props dept. The first William book of short stories (inset)
was published in 1922 and the prospective thespians are, from left to right, Roy,
Paul, Peter, Jim, their friend Steve Brash on the trike and Mum in the background.
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outcomes that may result from taking the advice literally. But as a handy reminder
of how far medical knowledge has progressed over the last three centuries it is a
remarkable survivor and so perhaps it just may be saved from the recycling bin.

One drachm equals one eighth of an ounce; a troche is a small lozenge; a stone-horse is a stallion
and a porringer is a small bowl.

If you have books to donate please call Miles on 01798 343227, milescostello 68 @gmail.com

The rise and fall of the Petworth spire

David Parsons

A

The spire of St Mary’s, Petworth, was first mentioned by John Leland in his
Itinerary, which recorded his observations during his travels between 1535 and
1543. He claimed that it was built by ‘Parson Acon’, but no-one of that name
figures in the list of rectors. The identity of this clergyman was established sixty
years ago in a note published in Swussexc Notes and Queries: he was John de Acome
(Acomb), and he held the living from about 1382. By 1399 he was referred to as
‘late parson of Petworth’, so if he really was responsible for having the spire built,
it must have been done within the less than twenty years of his incumbency —

somewhen around 1390, a date which is consistent with what we know about the
style of the spire.

What we know is dependent on a number of drawings made in the late 18th
century, most famously by Samuel Hieronymous Grimm in 1789, who showed
it from the north-east, with St Thomas’s chapel in the foreground (opposite).
Grimm also included a distant view of it in his picture of Petworth House in 1780.
J M W Turner also drew a view similar to Grimm’s 1789 watercolour, which is
known from what appears to be a pupil’s copy, and did a watercolour of the north
side of the church around 1792 — 94, which shows part of the base of the spire.
Turner’s well-known view of the spire, showing behind the fagade of the House in
the ‘Dewy Morning’ painting, is not that of the medieval structure, however. The
sketch for this picture, taken in 1809, does not show a spire: there was none at this
date. The finished picture, exhibited in 1810, was later retouched, and shows the
spire added by Charles Barry 1827 — 29.

The medieval structure was of timber, covered with shingles; according to
most authorities they were of lead, though firm evidence is lacking. In 1803 it
was decided to remove it, to raise the tower by 12 feet and to add pinnacles. A
specification for the work was drawn up in December of that year, but it was not

Samuel Hieronymous Grimm's | 789 watercolour of Petworth Church from the north-east with
St Thomas's chapel in the foreground.
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carried out until 1804. The watercolourist Henry Petrie visited Petworth in the
following year; of his two views of the church one clearly shows the new parapet
and pinnacles above a string course. An 1803 diagram in the Petworth House
Archives confirms that the distance between the string and the top of the parapet
was in fact 12 feet.

The new arrangement did not last for long, however, because the architect
Barry was brought in to extend the church by adding a south aisle and building
a new spire. Work was begun in 1827 and Turner has provided a dramatic view
of the spire under construction in that year. The work was apparently completed
by 15 October, but it was found that the wall of the tower was cracked; it was
declared unsafe and the church closed from 30 December until October 1829 while
remedial works were carried out. The foundations were reinforced and a new arch
built between the base of the tower and the nave of the church. Meanwhile, church
services were held in the Leconfield Hall. Apart from the topmost section the spire
was built of brick and covered with stucco (‘Roman cement’) according to the
summary account presented to Lord Egremont by Barry’s contractor. Among the
materials listed in that account there were over 340,000 bricks, some of which were
presumably used elsewhere in the church. There has been some debate about the
origin of the spire design. When Barry began work at Petworth, his new church
in Brighton, St Peter’s, had just been built. He had proposed to add a spire to the
tower there, but it was not carried out for lack of funds. Several drawings of the
proposal survive, and it has been suggested that the unused design was used at
Petworth. A recent discussion of the question was inconclusive, but made it clear
that as the design for St Peter’s was used at Perworth it must have been somewhat
adapted. In 1827 Barry exhibited at the Royal Academy a ‘View of the new steeple

now being added to the parish church of Petworth’ (cat No. 496); this drawing

might have settled the question, but it is unfortunately missing.

Less than one hundred years later the spire was already giving trouble. On
9 August 1904 the Mid-Sussex Times referred to ‘the much-needed restoration’
having been carried out. On 19 September 1935 the Wesz Sussex Gagette reported
on the collapse of scaffolding in the course of repairing the spire, said to cost in
the region of £800. On 24 April 1947 the Gagette carried a report on the dangerous
state of the spire and on 15 May referred again to this report and to fund-raising
activities to defray the anticipated cost of the spire’s removal ({10, 0co). According
to the church log book the spire was finally condemned in April 1948. It was then
demolished, though a stump remained until 1953; the top of the tower was made
good and given the present pyramidal cap in 1954.

OPPOSITE An almost filigree construction of scaffold planks during repairs to the spire of 5t
Mary's in July 1935, Photograph by George Garland.
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Changing Petworth (7)

Jonathan Newdick

The photograph opposite, darkened with age on the right hand side, was taken,
probably by George Garland, in the 1960s. The location is Crosole Field, Frog
Farm which is being treated with the (then) latest sprayer of artificial herbicide.
The timber-framed barn beyond the tractor was destroved by fire in the late 1970s
but away to the right on the horizon, Stony Hill Cottages keep watch. About this
time Houghton Mifflin published Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring which brought
about the widespread reform of the use of agricultural chemicals. Our operator
appears to be wearing sunglasses as if hoping for some protection for his eyes.
The driver of the contemporary sprayer, in almost the same position, will have
no such concerns: his air-conditioned cab is fitted with DAB radio/DVD player
with 67 LCD touch screen, including Bluetooth phone system and MP3/USB
connectivity. The vehicle carries 4,000 litres which are delivered via a 36 metre
boom. Should you wish to buy one of these it will cost you, according to Farmers
Weekly, [134,000. One wonders what Rachel Carson would have made of it all.
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Two views of Elliott's Stores in Balls Cross,

¢, 1890.The photograph opposite is by Walter
Kevis; below unknown.The pond (and street-
wise poultry) are now long gone, although

the land where the pond was still lies low and

Albert Berry had also fought in World War I, and he had a story that I loved

hearing, from when he was stationed in Palestine. During a quiet period of

fighting, he had fancied a cigarette, so he and a pal had covered themselves with
canvas to have a quiet smoke. However, they couldn’t light their cigarettes, so
grandad had slowly pulled the canvas down to have more success at lighting a

match. Predictably, a sniper was watching and instantly shot at them, hitting

grandad in the foot; it wasn’t a serious injury but it resulted in him being out of

front-line duties until it healed.
Of course this story is really about how we ended up at Balls Cross. My

mum’s mother lived in Ivy Cottage at Ball Cross. I had a great affection for

her. She was tiny in stature and not to be messed with, with four foot eight of
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damp, with flowers of ladies’ smock in the white signpost at the left of the house in the
spring. The building which housed Elliott's, with  opposite photograph points to Pipers Lane,

its attractive alternate courses of red and grey ~ now a tarmac road along which is Ivy Cottagen
brick, remains. Now a private house, it goes

under the name of "The Old Post office’, The

il

[rish Catholic background in her, she was quite a character. Take the time at
my cousin Alison’s christening, when | shoved my finger into the cake. Her
grandfather grabbed my hand and gave it a slap but Nan wasn’t having it and
promptly marched over to confront him, punching him squarely on the nose.
Before moving to the countryside, they had lived in London, my Nan and
my grandfather, Robert. She had worked for the nuns at a local Catholic medical
clinic but she didn’t particularly respect the Mother Superior’s authority. Nan
was a real powerhouse, industrious, with a great capacity for work. While she
was still at the clinic during the week, she also worked weekends at the home of
the elderly Admiral Heath at Ebernoe House in Sussex. By the time Nan began
working at the house, the Admiral was in his seventies. His daughter, Miss
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Heath, was so impressed with her that she decided to offer her a permanent
position. This required all of the family moving and needing accommodation.
Nan found Ivy Corttage, a farm cottage in a poor state of repair and requiring
a great deal of renovation. It seemed like a risky decision when she borrowed
L300 from Miss Heath to buy it but it actually proved shrewd, since it came
with two acres of ground and a large garden, land that would accrue in value
in later years.

By the time I had started school both of my parents had become very ill and
were spending long periods in hospital and so by the age of six I was living
with my grandparents at Ivy Cottage in Balls Cross. School was at nearby
Ebernoe, though sufficiently far away to require a daily taxi ride that was
arranged for me by the local farmer’s daughter Judy Morrish. Life was full of
fun in Sussex and I have loved the countryside around Petworth ever since.
[ remember as a young lad walking across the common from Nan’s house to
Sparkes Farm, run by Bill Holden and his wife Annie [see page 23]. I would
look forward to seeing his two shire horses Prince and Damson. 1 watched
them ploughing, pulling the hay carts and hauling the wheat binder. There
were of course cows that needed milking, chicken and pig feeding and endless
other jobs. Amazingly, Mr Holden was still sowing crops with a seed fiddle
that he would hang over his shoulder and which would broadcast the seed
as he walked forward. This was an extremely skilled job but was considered
really old-fashioned even then. Mr Holden would travel the few miles into
Petworth just once a year for supplies, though more often to the Stag Inn at
Balls Cross for a couple of bottles of beer, or maybe to Ansell’s the village
shop. There was also the garage where he would take his wireless accumulator
to be charged so that he could listen to the radio.

It was wonderful coming from London to the countryside, not least because
the local lads were impressed with my stories of the big city. | told them about
Buckingham Palace and the changing of the guard, about seeing Spitfires and
Hurricanes on display on Horseguards Parade. These boys accepted me, letting

me hang around with them as friends. I remember being puzzled when one of

the boys told me the story of coming off the back of one of his dad’s tractors

and falling under the roller that was being towed behind it. He insisted that the

OPPOSITE A plan of Sparkes Farm (Sparkes’ Land) taken from The Revd John Peachey's Estates
Surveyed and Delineated by William Bridger, Petworth 1829, Reproduced from Peter Jerrome

and Jonathan Newdick Not all sunshine hear (1996) and reproduced courtesy of Haslemere
Educational Museum.The names of the numberd areas are: 67 The Three Crofts, 68 Garden
adjoining the Three Crofts, 69 The Four Acres, 70 Jackalant Field, 7| The Barn Field, 72 The Pound
Field, 73 The Homestead, 74 The Eight Acres, 75 The Hooks, and 76 The Hook Coppice.
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FROM THE NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ARCHIVE
The Health of the Town. The Sussex Agricultural Express, May oth, 1893

The reports respecting the small pox in Petworth have been greatly exaggerated.
A case occurred in the tramp ward at the Workhouse and two other inmates failed.
These were at once isolated, being taken to Flathurst Cottage, a place quite away
from the town and set apart for patients with infectious diseases. One patient, an
old man over 70 years of age, who had been ill with congestion of the lungs, died,
but the others are almost well. No one from the workhouse is allowed to come
into town. These are the only cases which have occurred, there not having being

a single case in the town.
Petworth House Fire. 57 James's Chronicle, November z1st, 1846

Petworth House was in imminent danger of being destroyed by fire last week.
On Tuesday evening some of the domestics discovered a quantity of smoke and a
smell of fire in Miss Wyndham’s sleeping-room, but, attributing the circumstance
to a screen having been placed too near the fire no further notice was taken of it at
that time. About three o’clock in the morning Miss Wyndham awoke, and, finding
the room full of smoke, called up her maid; but after setting the window open,
and seeing no cause for alarm, she again retired to rest. In the morning, the smoke
continuing to increase, with at the same time a strong smell of burning, a further
search was made, when the smoke was seen to issue from under the stove. Mrs.
Wyndham went, with great presence of mind, to the servants’ apartments, and
gave directions that water should be taken up in buckets and the engine got out.
On the floor being cut away, it was found that a large piece of timber, technically
called a ‘girder’, was on fire and nearly burnt through. Three engines had in the
meantime been got ready in front of the house, and one of them having played on

the burning mass, the damage was confined to a very small space. Half an hour

more, and we have very little doubt that a great part of the mansion would have
fallen before the devouring flames.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

ACROSS 6 Borde Hill, 8 Fair, 10 Old, | | The, |2 Show, |4 Mardens, |5 Oboe, |9 Meadow,
20Turn Up, 22 Sand, 23 Standen, 26 Aura, 28 Nor, 29 Man, 3| Swum, 32 Bird Hides
DOWN

| Folly, 2 A Do, 3 Slating, 4 Ways, 5 Arboretum, 7 Highdown, 9 Wey, |3 Garden, |6 Bargee,
|7 Penshurst, |8 Stansted, 2| Starlit, 24 And, 25 Wakes, 27 Arun, 30 Pie
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