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CHATRMAN'S NOTES

A main preoccupation of any Chairman of this Society must be the
Bulletin which accounts for a very large proportion of available
funds, You will see that we have a new cover for 1980 and there
will be a different colour for each quarterly issue. We have put

up the price to 30p for non-members, but I would point ocut that at
the current rate of £1 per annum membership of this Society is still
very rmuch of a bargaine. We have discussed charging separate sub-
scriptions for membership and for the Bulletin but felt that this
would tend to discriminate against those whose only real link with
the Society is the Bulletin, Probably membership fees, like every-
thing else, will have to go up but not, we hope, this year., Ob-
viously indirect help in supporting our functions, raffles, tombolas
etc. does help us to finance the Bulletin and still hold down the
subscription, I am very pleased with the new cover and we are (not
by any means for the first time) indebted to Mr. Jonathan Newdick
for his drawing., I am hopeful of having an article on Barry, the
designer of the obelisk, in a later issues

The experimental monthly meetings are clearly a success, Mr, Hilton
Oakes returns on March 26th with slides of Hungary and Czechoslo-
vakia. The date of the A.G.M. and details of the April meeting
appear on the back page of this issue. The visit of Richmond
Herald to speak at Petworth House in March is eagerly awaited and I
hope all members who wanted tickets were in fact able to obtain
them. As space was so limited we had to make tickets available to
non-members only in the unlikely event that any had been left un-
sold by the members. At the time of writing this does seem rather
unlikely given such an attractive speaker,

Our next public exhibition will be of contemporary photographs by
Mr, John Mason and will open in the Public Library at the beginning
of April., An example of Mr., Mason's work appears in this issue but
of course in this format it is very difficult to reproduce the crisp
black and white of the original. A show of contemporary photographs
is something of a new departure as far as we are concerned but it is
important that with Petworth now having no resident photographer as
it once had Mr, Kevis and Mr. Garland the great tradition should be
seen to be kept up.

Some material in this quarter's Bulletin is reproduced from the
Women's Institute Petworth book and I am very pleased to have the
= % -




opportunity to make this available for a wider audience and
grateful for permission to reprint.

P.A.J.

A PETWORTH CHILDHOCD

1) Cow Minding.

I suppose that we were the last small-holders in the stretch
of road between Petworth and Northchapel to graze cattle on the
common.e

We moved to Grinsteads in 1922 and, having only five acres,
we had not enough grazing for five cows and a horse and to put
meadows up for hay, so the cows had to be "minded". I well re-
member the day, soon after we had moved in -~ the first day that I
should have been at school - it was too wet to go to school in
the morning but about 11 a.m. it cleared and I was sent out to
mind the cows. We were between Grinsteads and Limbo Farm when
the school-attendance officer came along on his motor-cycle and
wanted to know why I was not at school. On my stating that it
had been too wet, he made the obvious reply that it was evidently
not too wet to mind the cows and that I was to go to school that
afternoon. I was only ten and rather frightened by this, so took
the cows straight away homel! We went to school that afternooni.
(It was two miles to walk.)

While we were at school mother '"minded", and, while doing so,
knitted all our socks and stockings. There were we four younger
children at home, besidesfather, so that she was kept busy. I
remember that she was most indignant once = she was minding the
cows, somewhere near '"mile house" when a car came along, a fairly
rare occurrence in those days, and one of the cows chose that mo-
ment to cross the road and the car had to stop. They actually
complained to the Police and mother was fined 2/6 for allowing the
cattle to strayil As she said, they were not being allowed to
stray, she was looking after them, and you cannot tell a cow that
it must not cross the road!l!l

We grazed the cows from Scrases Hill to Hampers Green, a gen-
tle progress, leaving the cow-minder time to look about and find
all sorts of things = like a wild medlar tree near '"mile house",.
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THE OLD "WOODEN-LEGGED" HOUSE IN NORTH STREET ABOUT 1890.

I wonder if it is still there? And in that area there were the
small butterflies, both blue and brown on the gorse, and all sorts
of spiders. There were many wild flowers growing on the verges,
ladies slippers, small pink convolvulus, harebells and lovely
grasses, Near the Kennells were blue periwinkles., In the early
spring, and only found under the wall between Card's lodge and
Hunt's lodge, were white violets, sometimes lots of them. I always
had a thrill when I found the first ones. It's a good many years
since I picked wild white violets under that walll Grazing as they
did, all along the verges of the road, the cows kept the grass and
weeds down and they must have helped the road-man, Mr. Hill, con-
siderably,

During one period, on Saturday mornings, we took Mr, Peacock's
cattle (he lived at the foot of Scrases Hill) and "minded" them
with ours and for that I earned fourpence a week - this went to-
wards buying my shoes,

Our cows were so domesticated that we could go and sit on them
when they were lying down and it always amused us when people
coming by would say '"Would you mind walking with me past the cows,

I am rather nervous'. (Horrid children!) I think that it was about
1927 when the first buses ran from Haslemere to Petworth, Mother
was out with the cows one day when the bus passed her going towards
Haslemere; sometime afterwards there was a poor woman hurrying along
the road and as she passed mother asked her if the bus had gone.
Mother said that it had; "About half-an-hour ago". "Do you think
that I shall catch it?" was the next question!

A1l sorts of people passed along the road. Once I was reading
some old comics when a string of gypsy caravans passed. This was
not unusual of course, what was different this time was that a small
boy came out of a caravan and asked if he could buy the comics. I
explained that they were only old ones, (they had been given to us).
"That don't matter, we ain't read them!" he said, and gave me two-
pence. Seceing that I had threepence a year on my birthday, this was
riches! Once, when I was about fourteen and rather tall for my age,
minding the cows by Wastewaters, a young man came by on a bike, I
think that he was probably on a cycling tour. From his subsequent
behaviour I conclude that he thought, "Simple village maiden" and so
I was, but not as simple as he, Cows make excellent guard dogs they
can moo at a goosell
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PETWORTH'S WATER SUPPLY (i) TheFarliest Times

According to Leland's Itinerary Petworth had a water supply al-
ready installed during the reign of Henry VII. This amenity had
been due to the initiative of Parson Edmonds, rector of the par-
ish for some thirty-five years from 1496, Edmonds, perceiving
the great lack of water at Petworth, had caused a great spring
whose head lay about a mile from the town to be brought in lead
to Petworth, Part of the water was brought to the Manor House .
and part to two or three places in the streets of the town.

This spring (or series of springs) lies some 20 to 30 feet below
ground in Boxgrove Paddock in Petworth Park, access being along

a tunnel cut and built through the rock., Water seeps out of the
hard green stone and is turned down a short low passage roofed
with slabs., This passage branches off south through a deep pit

to an underground chamber built of stone and small flat bricks.
The level stands at about 3 feet of water and the chamber measures
some 10 feet by 6 feet. A gravel layer some 2 feet wide allows
filtration into a 3 inch lead pipe leading away eastwards towards
Petworth House and the town itself. The main pipe leads to an old
stone reservoir in the woodyard on the north side of Petworth
churchyard, but other branches extend across the Park and lawns to
supply the old Kennels and parts of the town itself.

The new supply is mentioned in the will of Anthony Jonson of Pet-
worth dated 11th May 1526 in which he sets aside from his estate
the sum of 6/8d. "to the mayntaynance of the channell of the
cundyte'" and it is probable that similar references exist in
other wills of the times According to Lord Leconfield "Petworth
Manor in the Seventeenth Century" pp 37, by the time of the sur-
vey commissioned in 1575 by the 8th Earl of Northumberland, both
water house and pipes were greatly decayed, as indeed was old
Petworth House itself.

Henry the 8th Earl in fact agreed to share the cost of repairs
with the town and supervisors of the two conduits outside the
church and in the Market Square were appointeds The town was en-
dowed also with a 7 acre freehold known as the Conduit Field
which lay east of the present Hungers Lane off the road that now
leads from Petworth to Tillington. The Conduit Field is clearly
marked on Treswell's great map of 1610,
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THE BELLS OF ST. MARY'S

In 1921 it was found unsafe to ring the bells and a fund
was started for repairs.

In 1924 Mr, John T. Penrose wrote the following postcard
to Mr. Powell:=

"I spent over 2 hours yesterday (Maundy Thursday) at
Gillett and Johnsons and saw the metal of our old bells
poured into five moulds for new ones. The whole process
was very interesting. If the new peal is like several
other fine bells I saw and heard tested, it will be very

beautiful,
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When the bells were taken down in April 1924 the following
lettering was found on the tenor bell:-

"p, Mears of London, fecit 1827."
George O'Brien, Eorl of Egremont, built the tower and the

spire, and gave the clock. The six old bells were exchanged for
these eight new ones by voluntary subscription of the inhabitants.

Weight of new Tenor Bell 10 cwts.

INSCRIPTION. "Ad majoram Dei Gloriam et in Honorem
Marize Beatie. MOMXXIX."

Bells were re-dedicated October 12th 1924 the same day as
Harvest Thanksgiving.

Women's Institute provided tea for the Bell ringers,

CURFEW was rung at 8 pems until 1914 when war stopped it. It
was rung in the form of the Angelus, starfing three times with
three strckes.

DISHING BELL was rung directly the sermon was finished on Sunday
mornings so that the baker and housewives might know that it was
time to dish up the dinner., Some old people still remember it,
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SHOEMAKERS BELL was rung every morning at 6 o'clock but this roused

too many from their slumbers and was given up many years ago.

When war started in 1939 no bells were allowed to be rung and
when Peace came there were not enough bell-ringers to carry on, so
the ladies of Petworth stepped into the breach and learnt the fas-
cinating job of ringing Church bells, They were taught by Mr.
Stillwell of Pulborough and with a few men, rang the full peal
every Sunday. Later they were affiliated to the Sussex Association
of Change Ringers - the first Petworth ringers to be members for
50 years,

In 1945 they rang 3 peals for V.J. Day,
From the Women's Institute book,

BELLS AND BELL-RINGING

Except for those, perhaps, who liverather tco near them, there
is a peculiar charm in the melody of Church bells. In many minds
they awaken a variety of feelings, sometimes partly sad, and some-
times the reverse. So that besides their special uses to call us
to worship, to toll for the dead, and to cheer a bridal party they
have a special charm for our ears and a special claim on our affec-
tions. Life in a poarish would be dull without them. Cowper, the
Poet, thus sings of them =

How sweet the music of those village bells,
Falling at intervals upon the ear,

In cadence sweet, now dying all away,

Now pealing loud again, and louder still
Clear and sonorous as the gale comes on.

When they ring in a new year they may more especially be said
to stir in us a variety of feelings, awaken many memories for the
past, and in a measure solemnise our inmost souls, We have heard
them ever since we were small children, and they may recall happy
days when we were guileless infants in a happy home. Or they remind
some of how they rung out the happy wedding morning in years gone by.
Or as we listen we seem to hear them bidding farewell to the year
gone for ever, with all its opportunities, its pleasures and its
pains, and we begin the next day to walk in a new untried path of
our pilgrimage, not knowing what shall befall us,
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Thus does association enhance their pleasure and the use of
their sweet notes, and we should value our Parish Bells. Not all
parishes have theme

It is said that when many years ago our Church Tower was re-
built and the spire raised, Lord Egremont was asked 'What about
the bells?" He replied, "Oh! hang the bells!" And they were
hung on good solid beams of bak, and there they have hung ever
sinces

Bells have a lesson for us all. They have long tongues and
open mouths by which they give forth their music, But unlike
some "Belles'" they are not always on the clatter. They utter no
sound until they are appealed to.

They remind us of our privileges when they tell us that a
place in the Church is ready for us. They remind us of duties
done or undone to a neighbour that is gone from our nidst and
being laid under the turf., "The Curfew tolls the knell of part-
ing day," at eight o'clock in the evening. This custom, they
say, dates from the days of Alfred, who made rules for conduct
at the University he was restoring; a bell was to be rung at
eight o'clock in the evening, when all should cover their fires
(i.e., with ashes to put them out) and go to bed.

Let us value our bells, and subscribe for their ringing.
An inscription on a bell at Buxted runs thus:=-

At proper times my voice I'll raise,
And sound to my subscribers' praise.

From Petworth Parish Magazine = February 1838.
QUESTTONS

What is the origin of the name Arbour Hill? Some think the
name Arbour which occurs elsewhere is derived from the old
English "earthburgh" - an earthwork.,

It is generally assumed that the variety of apple called
"Egremont Russett!" originated in the gardens of Petworth
House. 1Is this true and can anyone throw any light on
this?
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ed the Frigett, which in turn gave rise to the graceful Clipper
Ships of the nineteenth century.

The Italians boasted Argoses - a Venetian merchant vessel of
large proportions, Galligroses 7, Gundellos~surely from Venice,
as well as their accouterment of the larger battle and trading
ships already mentioned,

France had "shippes of sundry burthen as'" Sattees 2, Hoyes
which were small vessels rigged as sloops (one mast with the fore-
sail and jib combined in one headsail) used for carrying passen-
gers and goods short distances around the coast, and Shallopps -
described only as large heavy boats!

Spain and Portugall's fleet consisted of Carracks - a ship
whose origin can be traced to the Mediterranean of some centuries
before, possibly developed in Italy, but found in other parts of
Western Europe. Apparently Genoa used Carracks for trading with
England in the 15th Century; then they had only one mast, but by
the middle of the same century they had increased to three. On
Columbo's 2nd journey to America in 1493 there were three car-
racks and several caravels (sce paragraph 4), These two count-
ries also used Gallions and Carvell - a Swedish=type galleon -
Frigettes and Frigoteens., Amongst their smaller craft were
Galliases, a larger, heavier version of the Galley, and Galliots
- a schooner or Briganteen (two masted vessel) used for coastal
worke

England's list of vessels is impressive; at the head of the
line' are "Shipps Royall' followed by '"Marchant Shipps of great
force and burthens!" = then a huge array of 'local! craft - Cos-
ters, Crarers ?, Caiches i.e. ketch, Hibberboats ?, Peecterboats -
a Thames based fishing boat, decked, smaller than a smack or yawl
-, Scullers, Longe Doates, Trinker-boates ?, Western Barges ?,
Ferryboates and Lighters which were harbour-based barges.

Holland, with whom England was periodically at war at this
time, has no fighting ships listed at all - perhaps a patriotic
Englishman was responsible for these pages of the encyclopedia, and
regarded the Dutch fleet as inconsequential or sunk even}! However,
in the Dutch town of Hoorn in the 16th Century, an important and
new type of ship known as the Fluyt or Fly-boat was being built.

It was very narrow in relation to its length, with straight sides
and very rounded (apple-cheeked) ends; because of its narrow hull













