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Spring programme - please keep for reference

Leconfield Hall meetings, Admission 35p. Raffle.
Wednesday, March 17th,

Donald Jackson: "A calligrapher's eye-view nf the alphabet" - tracing the
history of the alphabet with reference to the tools and materials of writing,
old and illuminated manuscripts, scribes' mistakes, and the art of the modern
calligrapher, , Drnald is scribe tn the Crown Office at the House of Lords.
This evening will begin at s 30 and includes both a film and slides.

Friday, April 16th,

The Copper family from Peacehaven will sing the old Sussex farming songs in
the traditional way and talk of the nld agricultural customs. The Copper family
will be familiar to most members from their work for the B.B,C. and from Bob.
Copper's Books, among them the best-selling "A song for every season". This
evening will start at 7.30. '

Tuesday, May 18th,
Arnuel General Meeting (7.30 p.m,) with, at about 8.1, slides of old Petwarth.

Walks
Sunday, March 21st. "J"s Bulletin Walk (in this Bulletin), Leave The Square
' at 2.15 p.m, Grade B/C, ;

Monday, May 8th, Jumb's Stag Park Walk, Leave The Square at 6.15 p.m.

: Cars tn Parkhurst, Grade BR.

Visits,
.ﬁnnday,,April 25th, Visit to Cooke's House, West Burton by kind permission of

. Miss Courtauld. Cars leave The Square at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday,‘May 25rd; Return visit to Manor Farm, Selham., Cars leave The Square

at 2,15 p.m.

An important subscription note from Mrs. Boss

iy We would like to remind our members that the new financial year starts an
March 15th, 1982, when subscriptiens will be due - £2 per person, Bulletin
delivered;: £3; Bulletin posted; £2.50 husband and wife membership, Bulletin
delivered; £3 Bulletin posted, These increases have been explained in the
- .Bulletin, I 2y
There are still about thirty members who have received Bulletins during
the past year »ut have not paid their 1981/2 subscriptions., May we ask you:
(a) If you.wish to remain a member, to be kind enough to send your subscription
_..far the new year tngether with the outstanding fee for 1981/2,
(b) If you do not wish to continue as a member, to let us know of your decision
together with your payment for 1981/2, so that we are not out of pocket. '
A reminder slip will be with this Bulletin if you are one of the
remaining thirty, :
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The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the

character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth,
including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district, and to foster a community spirit". It is non-
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who 1s interested in furthering the objects of the Society.

®rom March 15th the annual subscription is £2. Postal £3.00
(minimum) . Further information may be obtained from any of

the following:-

Chairman

yice-Chairman

Hon. Secretary

Hon. Bulletin Sec.

Hon. Treasurer

Hon. Membership Sec.

Committee

Mr. P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth.

Mr. K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

Mrs. B.G. Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Bartons
Lane, Petworth. (Tel. 42226)

Mrs. Margaret Hill, Whitelocks, Sheepdown
Close, Petworth.

Mr. R.A. Sneller, 16 Littlecote,
Petworth. (Tel. 42507)

Mrs. J. Boss, North Street, Petworth
assisted by Miss B. Probin

Lord Egremont, Mrs. Audrey Grimwood,
Mr. R. Pottington, Mrs. Sonia Rix,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr. H.W. Speed, Mr. J. Taylor, Miss
Julia Thompson, Mr. E. Vincent.

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

I hope you like the new cover drawn specially for the Society by
Jonathan Newdick. It shows the old Post Office in Petworth
Square in the 1880's. ‘I hope too you will support the spring
programme which is, I think, rather exceptional. On March 17th
Donald Jackson the well-known calligrapher will talk about his
art, illustrate the history of the alphabet from "cave painting
to computer", show slides of famous manuscripte with their
"i1luminated" letterings and also samples of his own work as a
scribe at the House of Lords. There will clearly be a large
audience from outside Petworth as this is an unusual opportunity
to hear an acknowledged expert on his chosen subject. Donald
Jackson's book "The Story of Writing" has appeared recently

and his Television film "Alphabet" - a series of four documentar-
ies, has been networked by Independent Television.

No less unusual is the meeting on April l6th when three

members of the Copper family from Peacehaven will talk about

the old Sussex farming songs which they will sing unaccompanied
i.e. in the traditional way while John Copper will also say some-
thing about the old farming methods and customs in the villages
around Rottingdean and ceremonies like that for getting in the
corn. The book by his father Bob Copper "A Song for every
Season" will be well-known to many members. For the A.G.M.on
May 18th I will show old slides of Petworth - a variation on

the January evening that will allow those who were prevented from
coming by the weather to see them. The A.G.M. will start at

7.30 p.m. and the slides at about 8.10. There is nothing to stop
anyone coming either for the A.G.M. only or for the glides only.
Please note the evenings with Donald Jackson and the Copper
family will begin at 7.30 p.m.

The walks, while still to be finalised, should also be of great
interest. There will certainly be an April visit to Manor Farm
Selham, and at least one visit to Stag Park together with J's
Bulletin Walk and probably one other. Jumb's Wakestone Lane walk
in the middle of a December blizzard seems to have caught the
popular imagination and taken on some of the character of a
legend!

As you know at last year's A.G.M. the Committee took power to
decide, at the January meeting, the next year's subscription in
the light of the projected cost of the Bulletin for the coming

=g -







and being ready for use, it is found expedient to make a regqula-
tion that some consideration shall from this time be paid for the
indulgence of being buried in the old churchyard, because if it

is permitted to all who may wish it, the evil of a crowded burying
ground will probably remain. In future therefore before any ground
is broken in the old churchyard for any funeral the sum of one
guinea must be paid to the Rector."

(The minute goes on to say that Charles Dunster the Rector and
his successors would apply all monies so received "to some public
parochial purpose.")

Irregular drinking hours: 2nd October 1815

"Mr. George Cox applying at this vestry for consent to a recommen-
dation, as a fit person to obtain a licence for the White Hart
Public house, in the room of Joseph Knight, to whom the justices
have refused a renewal of his licence on the complaint of the
churchwardens and other inhabitants of the irregularities per-
mitted by him, resolved that the vestry consider the said George
Cox to be a fit person for whom such certificate of recommendation
may be signed."

2nd July 1816

"We ... request that a meeting be holden in the Town Hall, at six (Courtesy of Miss B. Knight)
o'clock in the evening on Monday next to take into consideration,

what would best be done to suppress the indecent irregular conduct

of some disorderly and wicked persons infesting this town and the

irregularity of public alehouses which suffer tippling at late

hours and that printed notices be posted up about the town, to

that effect.

A GARLAND “CHARACTER"” GEORGE CHANT

"Lost on the Downs in the Winter of 1881"

All day long gale force winds had been blowing and very cold at
that. I suppose it was the winter 1914-15. My older brothers
had joined the army and I was the eldest of the lower half of the
family, we were a family of ten.

In the usual way my father George Chant would spend his evenings
reading the West Sussex Gazette. It lasted him, for reading mater-
ial for a week, for the paper was so big and thick.

B ————
However, this particular evening, he was sitting quietly in his
chair, listening to the wind howling down this big old farmhouse
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Ebernoe Church seventy years ago showing the common as
clear of undergrowth. (Courtesy of Mr. Ivan Wadey).




A Garland "Character".

George Chant of Angmering in February 1934.

chimney. Then he said, "I mind the time when I was a young shepherd
boy, just such a day as this. This particular morning father went
west to his flock, while mine laid, about four miles east. I had
not goné far, it was already blowing very hard, when I could smell
snow in the air, and long before I reached my flock it was snowing
very hard. After having done all I could for the sheep I decided
I'd best make for home before it got too bad, but what a transfor-
mation scene before me, big snow drifts changed the landscape en-
tirely. Battling against the wind and snow my dog and I walked

on and on thinking we were homeward bound. Then suddenly I became
aware that there was something wrong. Then I realised I had walked
into a pond. I was fair mesmerized for I thought I knew every

inch of those downs, but this pond was unknown to me. How big

was it? How deep? Should I go on, or turn back? It was then

that I missed the dog, he was not with me. On looking round, he
was standing on the edge of pond, jumping up and barking in a
frantic manner. I must get back to the dog, by his jumping up

and down in such -a frantic way he had beaten the snow into a

solid mass so I was able to step out quite easily from the pond.

It was then I realised we were lost. So I said to the dog, "Well
boy I don't know where we are, we're lost, but we must put our-
selves in the hands of the good lord, to get us safely home, or

at least shelter for the night."

I was getting very cold, the weather didn't ease up at all, on
and on we trudged, it was heavy going and now it was beginning

to get dark, but some time later I thought I could see a glimmer
of light. Yes someone had lighteéd a candle and stood it in the
window. I said to my dog "Boy the lord has been good to us, he
has found shelter for the night for us." Upon knocking at the
door to ask for a night's shelter, to my surprise, my mother opened
the door to me. She said, "Oh George we'd be that worried about
you lad. Fathers come home, all the children are here from school,
we be that glad to see thee lad." It seems that blizzard lasted
three days and three nights, for my father said, "If it had not
been for that little dog I would not have been here today."

My father lived the last four years of his life with me but the
last winter he had to spend some time in bed. One day I had taken
his dinner to him, when he turned to me and said,"Can you see him?2"
"What can you see dad?" "Why that little dog at the foot of the
bed, his chin is on his front paws looking at me. Can't you see
him?" However the next minute his eyes was following as he thought
that little dog out of the room. "Look there he goes, he has slung
his hook. He comes to see me everyday. Where he comes from, or
















Edwin Saunders relates he in fact died rescuing a young girl not
a man.

THE WORKHOUSE

I remember the tramps on the road used to call there for bed and
breakfast. They had to do so much work to pay for it; the men

had to break stones for the roads and sometimes they would not

do it, so the master used to send for the .police and they would

get seven days in prison. It was just the same for women only

they had to do housework, but there was always a place for tramps
to go and they were always sent away clean and the tramps had their
rounds, travel from workhouse to another and return again in a

few months time.

THE FOX INN

At Fox Hill there used to be a public house called the Fox and

the man that used to keep it they called him a wizard. A man that
used to work with me used to believe in wizards and witches and
nothing would make him alter his mind and he always said it was
true. I have had many a laugh at him. This is one of his tales

- he could turn himself into a hare, so the inn-keeper went out

one night and turned himself into an hare and ran across a meadow
and a gamekeeper saw this hare and as he had his gun with him he
shot at the hare and hit it in the hind-legs. The innkeeper turned
himself to a man again but was very lame. The gamekeeper followed
him and called at the Fox Inn and when he saw the innkeeper and

saw how lame he was, the innkeeper said, "You nearly had me tonight,
hit me in my legs." The man who worked with me swore it was true.

THE TURNPIKE GATE - TOM PAINE

Tnhe road leading to Kirdford used to be called a turn-pike road
and along that road there was a gate across the road; they used
to call it the turn-pike gate and it was always shut and the old
people told me that one had to pay to pass through it. I well
remember the gate - it had to be done away with on account of the
motor-cars coming into use and I know of an old man that used to
live along that road, his name was Tom Paine. He was well-known
to everyone and he knew the rights and wrongs of the common rights.
He would shoot a rabbit if he wanted one and graze his cattle on
the common and was very fond of hunting with the hounds but always
in his old clothes, and I don't know which was oldest, the pony
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Mr. Thomas Payne of Balls Cross c 1925.
(See Ebernoe article and recollections of Edwin Saunders).
Photograph by G.G. Garland.






















have had to have a goodly supply of water anyway.

For me there are many more roots and branches to dig out - I won-
der if Susan Knight a widow who lived near Colhook Green in 1639,
may be an ancestor of mine - time and study alone will tell

Mrs. M.K. Clarke,
23 Ernest Road,
Bedhampton, Hants.

A LETTER FROM CASTLEMAN SMITH (1703)

This is one of a series of 19 similar letters (P.H.A. 6335) from
Castleman Smith, servant to the Duke of Somerset, to William Tyler
his Grace's steward at Petworth. The letters (all from 1702-1704)
vary little but are of particular interest in the insights they
give into his Grace's catering arrangements - operating as he
usually does at some considerable distance from his Petworth base.
Other letters concern cider, venison and particularly the dispatch
of provisions from the Petworth estate to his Grace at court. This
is a typical letter chosen at random.

His Grace, being Queen Anne's Master of the Horse, is attending

the Queen's return from taking the waters but wants to be able,

when he returns to Petworth, to check the new brewing of small beer.
Two hogsheads of each brewing are therefore to be retained for his
Grace to taste.
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A hogshead was a large liquor cask holding usually some 50 gallons.
"Small" beer is weak beer which would be drunk in some quantity
by his Grace's family as an alternative to water.

B N Ry o A o

London August ye 12: 1703

Mr. Taylor

My L(or)d would have you speake to Nick.Goodier to brew a
whole brewing of small bear as soon as possible a whole brewing
is 12 hogs(hea)ds he must put the same quantity of malt as before
but for hops and any thing else my L(or)d leaves it intirely to
him if there should be ocation for the familys drinkeing that brew-
ing before my L(or)d comes there must be toe hogs(hea)ds of it savd
for my L(or)d to tast when he coms which will be as soon as the
queen coms from ye bath: and after Nick. Goodier has brewd my L(or)d
would have you to speake to Mr. Orm. his man to brew a whole brewing
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and my L(or)d leaves it to him to order all onely to brew it with
ye same malt it if be drinkd you must order 2 hogs(hea)ds to be
savd for my L(or)d which is all from yr humble servant to command.

Cast. Smith

REAPING AND BINDING AT CHILLINGHURST 1/44

Transcription: "A bill for his Grace the Duke of Somerset for
reaping and binding wheat in the Bullins and cutting tares at
Chillinghurst by us, Anthony Boxall, Nathaniel Fullinger, Thomas
Barber, William Eade, William Pulling, Richard Hollist, John Kilhams
and John Keen Jnr. Ending August ye 22nd 1744.

d.

for reaping and binding 29 acres and % of wheat
at 6s per acre

for cutting tares in the Homebush Piece at
Chillinghurst 2 acres 3/4 and 1/8 at 2s per acre

Also a field of tares adjoyning to Mote Field 4
acres and 4 and 1/8 at 2s per acre

The christian names of the men are abbreviated in the original
bill - which alsoc has a note outlining the receipt of the money
by the eight men and their names with their confirming marks.
None of them apparently sign their own name. The payment on the
Duke's behalf is made by John Wills October 24th 1744.

Chillinghurst lies off the road a quarter of a mile north of Whites
Green on the present Upperton to Lurgashall road but lay once on
the old Upperton to Northchapel road. It is shown on the 1610

map. The Bullins is some 600 yards inside the last Lodges gate

on the London Road going back towards Stag Park and just south

of Lodgefield Copse - here a hill and fields are still known by
this collective name. Homebush Piece is a small field adjoining
Chillinghurst and the Moat Field must mean a field adjoining the
moat which still survives in part at Chillinghurst. It did not
entirely dry up even in the hot summer of 1976. The house at Chil-
linghurst is very old but the original wattle and daub walls now
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while the Earl would get the reputation of being something of a
skinflint.

P.A.J. (to be continued)

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF NEW MEMBERS SINCE DECEMBER BULLETIN
AS AT JANUARY 31ST

Mrs. D. Allum, Barton Cottage, Rectory Gate, Petworth.
Mr. A.Battagel, Paddock Wood, Fittleworth.
Mr. A. Brown, 317 Damer's Bridge, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs. W.J. Budd, 2 Linden Court, Petworth.
& Mrs. T.S. Collins, Carlton House, 173 Upper Brighton Road,
Worthing.
& Mrs. Cullen, Church Cottage, Egdean, Fittleworth.
& Mrs. F.C. Eldridge, "Ellington", Kirdford, Billingshurst.
L.W.Field, Gardener's Cottage, Staples Hill, Kirdford.
D. Gumbrell, 10 Grove Lane, Petworth.
& Mrs. J. Kirk, Finches Hollow, Melrose Place, Warminghurst
lLane, Storrington.
A.E. Marshall, 179 Ringinglow Road, Sheffield.
Viscount Richard Mersey, The Barn, Bignor Park, Nr. Pulborough.
Mrs. P. Nelson, Hindhead Brae Bungalow, Hindhead.
Mrs. M. Parry, Norman Place, East Street, Petworth.
Mr. E. Shute, 28 South Acre, South Harting, Petersfield.
Mr. R.C. Smith, Rindles, Selham Road.
Mrs. Smith, 48 Wyndham Road, Petworth.
Mr. & Mrs. L. Talman, 6 Willow Walk, Petworth.
Mr. J. Tilbury, "Foxhill", Houndean Rise, Lewes, Sussex.
Mr. & Mrs. M.H. Tunks, The 0ld Square Tavern, Market Square,
Petworth.
P. Wall, The Bungalow, Downview Road, Barnham.
Walters, "Birchwells", Ebernoe Common, Ebernoe.
Whitcomb, Boxall Cottage, Hill Top, Tillington.
Williams, Burton Mill House, Petworth.






