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pos.ticn in the Square is a great advantage. However it now looks
as drab as it has ever looked and there are serious difficulties
inside. The Leconfield Hall Management Committee are, I am told,
going to make a determined effort to come to terms with the prob-
lems this year and I think as a Petworth Society we should support
them in any way that we can.

The most pressing problem without which nothing else can be attemp-
ted is the roof. The slating is basically sound but the lead flash-
ing and guttering has been repaired so often over the years that it
will stand no more. It must be renewed. If anyone doubts this they
have only to look at the water-stained polystyrene tiles on the
ceiling of the Upper Hall. Water is only leaking in at the moment
but if the situation is not taken in hand it will soon flood in.

When the roof has been put in order, redecoration of the main hall
and stage area is essential and in fact is required by the local
authority. Some of the ceiling also needs relining. The stage
curtains are in poor condition and have not been approved by the
fire officer. New curtaining that is fireproofed is required. The
Upper Hall has not been redecorated for some fifteen years. The
wells of both back stage staircases are in urgent need of decoration
as are also the kitchen and toilet lobbies. The north and south
committee rooms while somewhat lack lustre are just about passable.

The roof work would need some £3000, the redecorations perhaps some
£7000 more or less. Some money will be available from grants, local
authority and otherwise, and the Committee are exploring the possi-
bilities of charitable help. No one doubts however that a propor-
tion of this money will have to be raised in Petworth itself.

Dealing with the outer stonework would be a second stage: on the
east side particularly the stonework is in dire need of renovation.
It is breaking and flaking away particularly around the windows and
it is the stonework that gives the building its drab look from the
outside. Recent renovations e.g. at the old Petworth Park Hotel
have served only to intensify this impression of drabness. The
Management Committee will, I am told, be taking advice on the pos-
sible cost of dealing with the exterior stonework.

Fund-raising functions are:

Supermarket and grand draw (25 good prizes). (The event will be
supported by a marching bana). April 1l4th.
Cheese and Wine Party (date to be arranged).

Petworth Bowls 1933-34,

INGRAM (Postmaster)/P.HAZELMAN/

BROWN/Mr.

Back Row. A.WEAVER/D.HILL/F.WRIGHT/J.PULLEN/Mr.

WOOTTON/J.DEAN.

J.SADLER/Mr.

R/"DAD" WESTWOOD.

MORAES/W.SMITH/E,STREETE

Mr.,

Front Row.

BEVIS Canterbury.

Photograph courtesy of Mrs.
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TILLINGTON F.C. Six-a-Side 1930-31.

C.WILSON Snr. (standing)
Back Row. J.TOWNSEND/R.SPOONER/C.SAUNDERS.
Front Row. C.LINTON/C.WILSON Jnr./R.SPOONER.

Photograph courtesy of Mr. DELDERFIELD Tillington.

Smaller functions run by local organisations with a larger function
scheduled for the early autumn.

Please support this Draw - books of tickets are quite small 5 for
50p and are available from any member of the Hall Committee or
direct from Mr. J. Brown, 2 Downview Road, Petworth. Donations may
be given to any member of the Hall Committee or again sent to Mr.
Brown at the address above. Cheques should be payable to the Lecon-
field Hall Renovation Fund.

Over the years it has been our practice never to ask for donations
under any pretext. I hope I am not in breach of this unwritten rule.
Any money received is not for the Society's direct benefit but a
donation to Petworth itself. The Leconfield Hall is important to the
town and this initiative should be supported.

J'S BULLETIN WALK

There have been several requests from members for some longer walks,
so this walk is about eight miles long, in places it is hilly and
considerable lengths of it are very muddy if there has been recent
rain, a stout pair of walking boots or wellington boots are a must,
it takes about 34 hours.

Our walk starts on Bignor Hill and to reach this from Petworth
direction, pass through Sutton village and on to Bignor, past Bignor
church and a lovely old timber framed cottage on our left, on reach-
ing a phone box there is a sharp bend in the road to the left but we
take the small road to the right and within a few yards turn left
through the farm and on up to the top of Bignor Hill. Before setting
off on the walk it is well worth taking in the views around us both
north to Petworth and the Sussex Weald and south to the coast and on
a clear day sailing boats are easily seen. Now we set off from the
large signpost and take the path due south on the left side of the
clearing, by the fence, and keep straight on soon passing through

a gate with larch trees on our left and arable land on our right,
the path goes on down hill and opens out to a very wide track lead-
ing down towards a secluded house, before we reach the house, how-
ever, we take the first turn to the right marked by a signpost this
path drops down into a valley and then up quite a steep hill, the
path at one point diverts slightly, first right and then left but

it 1s clearly marked and easy to follow. On reaching the beech
woods we come to a T sign and here turn left through the gate and
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ne iack of pretension is deceptive. There is a lot of careful

rch here and Tony has spoken to scores of Sussex people about
d childhood memories to gather together a great mass of oral re-
collection that might well otherwise be lost. Here is a whole dis-
appearing world of playground games, skipping rhymes, tops, marbles,
conkers, samplers, hoops, sweet-shops, magic-lanterns, shadow plays
and old fashioned autograph albums. From the last I particularly
liked

"I dreamed I died and to Heaven did go,

Where did you come from they wanted to know.

Horsham I said and didn't they stare

"Step right inside, you're the first one from there.""

Echoing the title this is a delightful sunlit book, unfussy and yet
detai’led, objective but never condescending. Something perhaps that
no one else could have written and that's always the best kind of
book. At £1-95 post free from Field and Furrow Books, 31 Hurst
Avenue, Horsham it's got to be great value, or perhaps Tony will
bring a few with him when he comes in March. 1I'll have a word with
him.' Like most of us small publishers he's probably better at pro-
ducing them than selling them!

KNOCK ON DOOR

ENTER LEADER/FOOL:

"I open the door, I enter in

I beg your pardon to begin.

Stir up the fire and make a light

(f)or in this house there'll be a fight"

ALTERNATIVE INTRODUCTION:

FATHER CHRISTMAS: "Here comes in old Father Christmas
Welcome or welcome not.
I hope old Father Christmas
Will never be forgot.

When I was a boy I used to go in

orchards to steal apples to make
gooseberry pies.

I was born in a rocky country where

there was no wood to make me a cradle of.

I was born round shouldered and I'm
round shouldered yet!"

Here comes in the Turkish Knight.

ENTER TURKISH KNIGHT: "I've come from Turkey land to fight
and if King George will meet me here
I'll try my courage without fear
Here comes in King George"

ENTER KING GEORGE: "King George is my name
with a sword and spear by my side

I'1l knock you down in half a minute"
KNIGHT : “You. Sxr "
GEORGE : it B 6 ol
Take your sword and try Sir"
fight. King George kills Turkish Knight)

GEORGE : "0 see what I have done!
I've killed my fathers eldest son. d
I wonder if there's any £5 doctors in this town?"

ENTER DOCTOR: "Here comes in old doctor Brown,
Best old doctor in the town"

GEORGE : "What can you cure?"

DOCTOR: "That dead man lying down there.
Take a drop of my ipsey-pipsey;
Rise up and sing a song"

(Ministers to Turkish Knight: who gets up and sings;im
all may join in) '

KNIGHT (and others?) "Once I was dead, now I'm alive; with a
pocket full of money and a cellar full of beer
I wish you merry Christmas and a happy New Year"

ENTER JOHNNY CUNNY:"In comes I little Johnny Cunny
I'm the man that takes the money.
If you haven't got a penny,
a halfpenny will do
If you haven't got a halfpenny
God Bless You."

Collected by Mrs. Sue Mycock of Wigton in Cumbria from Joe and_Hilda

Lawson of Blennerhasset in 1978. The play was performed before. .

Christmas. The actors were boys and for costume simply wore their
A










Fortunately for us we always got the chair back safely and were never
caught. My brother worked at Ernest Streeter's, the antique shop and
he told us that Queen Mary was coming to Petworth on a private visit
and would be visiting the shop. When we were home from school during
the lunch-+ime we rushed up to Streeters and gazed spellbound into
the window at the rather austere tall lady with the grey hat. We
heard afterwards that she was nct over-pleased at this attention on a
supposedly private visit. Mr. Earle in Lombard Street sold Liptons
Tea and we would often take out Dusty, his little dog. The Earles
had an old-fashioned range with a brass tap for the water at one side.
I remember once, not realizing what the tap was for, turning it on
and then finding I couldn't turn it off. I left guietly but Mrs.
Earle was soon round to my parents complaining that I had flcoded

her kitchen. Gus Wakeford the milkman was another to suffer from

my attentions when someone dared me Lo turn on his churn-tap - a
number of households didn't get their milk that day!

Phil Sadler was talking to the Editor.

FORTY YEARS AT DUNCTON COMMON FARM

My future husband first came to know about Duncton Common Farm through
is brother Alf who had come io work at Rotherbridge in the early

s ¢f this century, and it was 1905 when Nelsgcn House began to rent

farm from the Leconfield Estate. As so many tarms of the time, it

been empty for a while and once having taken it, Nelson had to go

to Warrington in lancashire with Halls, the haulage firm, to earn

rt off at all. He worked so hard that although 1
had met him at s wedding about the time that he took the farm, it
was 1912 before we were married at Duncton Church. We came originally
from Upper Beeding but by this time I was living at Teddington. This
made things rather difficult in that I had to come down on the train,
changing at Clapham Junction and coming to Petworth on the branch-
ine from Pulborough. I couldn't do this too often of course but
Nelson would sometimes —ome up to London at the weekend. What I did
do was to come down to Duncton in September when the farmwork slack-
ened off slightly and stay for a month. 1 loved it down there and I
scon got to know the Duncton people. Everything was a struggle when
we were first married and trying to make the farm work. We decided
not to live in the farmhouse just up the road, past the old school,
but to live in 42b, the cottage on the main Chichester Road. 1 sald
+o Nelson that it would be nearer the farm and the animals if they
were i1ll and we could live with his father and mother. It was a
struggle to buy our first cow but we soon began a milk-round in
Duncton. Nelson, who by this time had Alf working along with him at
o R e
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Cyclists outside Petworth Town Hall a hundred years ago.

Photograph by Walter KEVIS.




to Duncton Common Farm. Mr. LUFF from Petworth.

snapshot taken by Mrs. EXALL Heath End.

“Another game was Throw-block in which a block of wood with letters burnt on it was thrown into the air;
according to the letter which landed uppermost, so marbles were won or lost"

Tony Wales: "Long Summer Days" page 20.

Sutton School 1937. Photograph by G.G. GARLAND.













andl ditching. I didn't work with the animals as such. There was no
basic wage for hoop-shaving - you were paid simply on what you made
LE you.hadn't made any hoops you didn't get any money. Hoops were .
exFen51vely used at that time for binding the barrels that held any-
Fhlng from apples to butter to gunpowder even. It would be ﬁhe coi—
ing of cardboard packaging which would kill off the barrel and the
hoops that bound it together.

I can still remember the names of the hoop lengths and the
needed to make up each bundle.

2' 6" packed in 360's
3 L)
Sh S
4 1
4: G Short pink
2' Long pink
7 Firkin bundle
o Kilkern bundle
0 90 Barrell
Il‘ 60 Short pipe
= 60 Long pipe bundle
i 60 Middling
14 60 14 Foots

Bottle hoops bundle

bundle

As you cut the hoops you'd have different heaps around you and you
vould add to each heap according to the length. The length was L
largely determined by the piece of wood you were working Qith
after all "a pole is only straight between the crooks". You'é begin
by cgtting your pole to the length needed: it would be chestnut gr
possibly hazel or birch, splitting or cleaving it down with an édze
Eo aboutlan inch width. This was your basic hoop: but you would :
shave" it, i.e. take off the rough splinters.

Th%s "shaving" would be effected with a hoopmaker's "break" - a
collective name for the whole apparatus used for shaviné. Technical-
ly the break was only one part of the whole apparatus, a single pi;ce
of oak approximately 6 feet long and 8 inches wide and 3 inches thick
Ezgeggd aF tbe bottom t? ease working. ‘A hoopmaker would usually buy'
E blg piece of oak but, once bought, it would last him a lifetime
1 only sawed my break up last year and T had had it at least since ’
The rest of the apparatus the hoopshaver could knock up-hiﬁ—
: end gf the break would stick just enough into the ground
> B it stable and it would incline at an angle of some 450 de-
pending on the worker's height. The break woula be supported in its
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turn by two wooden legs set at an angle. Though heavy, the break

was transportable - the hoopshaver carrying it from site to site on
his back. The top of the break was cut out in a kind of step and a
steel bolt driven through the top. The second component was the
"break board", a round chestnut log approximately six inches in dia-
meter with one side flattened with an axe. This was effectively the
hoop-shaver's work-table. On the reverse side of the log was cut a
deep V-shaped notch which would pivot on the step cut in the break.

y /
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A hoopshaver's break.
Drawn by Rendle Diplock from a model made by Harvey Stenning.

At the end of the break board was a big old-fashioned blacksmith's
nail, to which would be fitted a piece of wire or strong cord with
a heavy boulder at the end. This acted as a balancing weight. The
worker would then lay the hoop on the break-board underneath the
bolt and lean with his thigh against the end of the break-board.
This would lever down the board to trap the hoop under the bolt at

The worker would then be set up to use the

the top of the break.
I+ would

razor-sharp two-handed draw-knife to shave the hoop flat.
have to be shaved end to end on one side only but every hoop, no
matter the length, would have to be turned because of course the top
half, having been held under the bolt, would be still unshaven. To
free the hoop to turn it the hoopmaker would simply release the pres-
sure of his thigh on the break-board.
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The Rotunda in Petworth Park Pleasure Grounds 1984,
A photograph by John MASON.

And so in the middle of August 1946 I went to Magnolia in Pound Street
to lodge with Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, he being the head forester on
the Leconfield Estate. I was no sooner settled in than I was off down
the road to see my place of employment. The "studio" was rather diffe-
rent to my imagining. No greater contrast to the plush London office
where I had been interviewed was imaginable. The Studio was basically
a wooden hut, there was no toilet and everything, including the cameras,
seemed to be stuck together with tape and sticking plaster. The
cameras were certainly very old and Mrs. Garland was always urging her
husband to get a new one. He never did. I have to say that it's
often good policy to go on using proven equipment and Garland did get
very good results indeed. He was certainly highly thought of in

London.

Something I've never forgotten from my first days at the Studio was
seeing strips of toilet paper being torn from a roll and used to make
improvised negative bags. The sheets would be laboriously folded and
stuck together. I think this was something Garland only did in this
period of austerity just after the war, but it was a memory that has
always stayed with me. The office was stacked with negatives, almost
entirely of glass, and finding anything was very much a lucky dip.

If a person re-ordered fairly soon it wasn't too bad, but it wasn't
easy to find things that went some way back - even with the office
catalogue! George Garland's own bench was notable for the string
that lay about everywhere - he was always tying pieces of equipment
together with greater or lesser success.

Garland was a fascinating man; you couldn't help but warm to his know-
ledge of country lore and his instinctive sympathy with country life,
yet he would also be somewhat disconcerting. The first week he re-
duced my wage to £2.10.0. on the ground that he had to pay my stamp.
Stuart Robertson told me to argue it out with him and although I felt
very embarrassed I did and with a rather bad grace he paid up. He
was always out and we at the Studio rarely knew where he was. I soon
found out why I'd been engaged: a large number of Poles needed
photographs for identification purposes and he said, "Frances, that's
your job." The gqueue would often stretch well outside the Studio.

He didn't like portrait work very much, preferring to be out in the
open air.

In the early days I found his rather airy attitude to certain things
difficult to adjust to. I remember there was some big civic function
at the Town Hall and all sorts of local notables were there. Garland,
dressed in his best suit, had been commissioned to take the photo-
graphs. As he sat at dinner he suddenly remembered that he'd forgotten
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Gunter's garden and set off in pursuit of the hurrying couple, but
that was simply the way things had happened.

Thomas Cooke however, sensing a weakness, was not to be put off. He
had witnesses as to Parker's previous character and was determined

to deploy them. As his questions ranged from Parker's activities in
Petworth to his activities under different masters in different dis-
£ricts in and around late Elizabethan London, there was no witness
who could answer more than a proportion of Cooke's questions. The
first two, dealing with Parker's stay at Petworth had already been
answered by Anthony Mandfyld, gardener to the ninth Earl, and

William Smyth, husbandman, but these would of course have nothing

to say about Parker's life in London prior to his arrival in Petworth
early 1594. As we have seen, what they did have to say certainly
gave little cause for confidence in any evidence Parker might provide
but equally could hardly of itself be taken to prove that he was a
liar and a perjurer.

Three witnesses however had made sworn depositions in London on
Cooke's behalf and these would be presented to the court. All

dealt of course not with Cooke's alleged immorality but with the
character of the main defence witness. Martin Blackwell, 31, a
joiner and a native of the parish of St. Nicholas in Turnbull Street,
had known of Parker, not through having worked with him, but through
being a member of the watch, while John Gill, 52, woolwinder, of the
parish of St. Mary Overy had at one time worked with Parker. Cooke's
principal witness is Henry James, 30, head ostler at the sign of the
Lion in Highgate and previously at other London hostelries, Highgate
being of course at this time a village well outside London. Although
still a relatively yung man James had already had an interesting
career and was much-travelled. Born at Farrington in Hampshire he
had left at the age of 13 to serve in the Army where he remained for
five years, serving in Normandy. He had then seen service as a
sailor aboard the Elizabeth of Hampton and the Sainte de Lymehous
before going to work at the sign of the Crown in Smithfield. Like
Gill, James knew Parker through having been in the same household
with him and knows too something of his time with Alderman Billesley
before he went to work for Sir William Cornwallis.

"continued on page 35"
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Henricus James parochia de Hygate in com. Mydd. hed ostler at the Sygn
of the Lyon there ubi moram fecit per iii annos vel circiter antea
infra parochiam St. Andree in Holborn prope London at the Sygn of the
iii Cups an in there ubi moram fecit per spatium il annorum vel cir-
citer et antea in parochia St. Sepulchre extra Midgate London at the
Sygn of the Crown in Smythfyld ubi moram fecit per spatium v annorum
vel circiter

Henry James of the parish of Highgate in the county of Middlesex

head ostler at the sign of the Lion there where he has stayed for three
years or thereabouts and previously in the parish of St. Andrew in
Holborn nigh London at the sign of the Three Cups an inn there where

he stayed for the space of two years or thereabouts and previously at
the sign of the Crown in Smithfield where he stayed for the space of
five years or thereabouts

Part of the curriculum vitae of Henry James as given in the
introduction to his deposition concerning John Parker. A
document from the West Sussex Record Office

His recent life c 1584-1594. The language is the curious
amalgam of Latin and English used by the clerks - the
depositions themselves are basically in English.







2ir william Cornwallis' house and borrowed ten shillings
“re servants on the strength of a piece of gold he said was
s+ in London. She never saw her money again. John Williams
n had also lost some eighteen shilligns in much the same

While ail is hardly placed the defence's principal witness in the
best of ligt it did not prove that Parker had not climbed over in-
to GURTEE rden on the day in question, nor did it prove that he
had lied about what he had seen there. It would be possible for
Stone's counsel to challenge all or most of this London evidence as
inadmissible: much more to the point as far as Cooke was concerned
was Henry James' statement that about last Bartholomewtide one John
Abbott of Acton had told James that Parker had "testifyed an untrue-
th upon his oath in Westminster Hall" in a suit "comencyd by John
Nueman of Harrow Wyld in the county of Mydds" about a bargain of cer-
tain catzle. Abbott had been "overthrown'" by Parker's false testi-
mony and said that if he could catch John Parker he would sue him for
his perjury. Parker, James continued, was very much accustomed to
swear and o take the name of God in vain, swearing by all the parts
of God such as the wounds and the blood "and most usually when he did
sweare most greevously he did ly most of all and so was accompted a
comon lyer and swearer and none in Sir Wm. Cornwallis' hous willyd
bold as hym". (To be continued in next Bulletin)

NEW MEMBERS
(Up to 26th January 1984)

Roxall, Old Farm Bungalow, Petworth Road, Wisborough Green.
Brown, 2 Downview Poad, Petworth.
J. Brown, 0ld Preyste, North Street, Petworth.
Downes, The Presbytery, Angel Street, Petworth.
S0dwl 15 Drovers Lane, Penrith, Cumbria.
Giil, Rowfold Lodge, Billingshurst.
=.M. Hill, 27 Cowdray Road, Easebourne, Midhurst.
Hull, 18 Willetts Close, Duncton, Petworth.
Lawrence, 9408 Oakmount Drive, Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
, 14 Rothermead, Petworth.
Petherbridge, 9 Lord Street, Rose ville 2069, New Sguth Wales,
Australia.
Privett, 28 Martlett Road, Petworth.

snd Mrs. Ridley, Church View, Tillington.

Mr. and Mrs. Rowe-Williams, The Coach House, Bartons Lane, Petworth.
Mr. and Mrs. Rednan, 22 Valley Drive, Withdean, Brighton.

My . and Mrs. Thomas, Stoneham Farmhouse, Long Lane, Ti lehurst,
Reading.

nd Mrs. Vigne, Haltings, Angel Street, Petworth.

Mrs. J.P. Vivian, High Hoes, Petworth.

Petworth Cinema (8) will appear in the JUNE 1ssue.







