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The PETWORTH SOCIETY - Constitution and Rules

The name of the Society shall be the PETWORTH SOCIETY.

The objects of the Society shall be to preserve the character and amenities of the Town and
Parish of Petworth, including Byworth and Egdean; to encourage an interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit. It shall be non-political, non-sectarian and
non-profit making.

Membership shall be open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence, interested in furthering
the aims of the Society.

The annual subscription shall be decided annually by the Committee in January.
The financial year shall end on 15th March.

There shall be a Committee consisting of a President and not more than 15 elected members
resident in the Parish of Petworth, to include a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary and
Hon. Treasurer, all of whom shall relinquish their office every year and shall be eligible for
re-election at the Annual General Meeting. The Committee, of which a quorum shall be five,
shall meet not less than once a quarter.

The Committee shall have power

(a) to conduct the business of the Society on the agreed principles,
(b) to fill any casual vacancy until the next Annual General Meeting,
(c) to co-opt for particular purposes, and

(d) to seek professional advice when necessary.

The Committee shall elect the Chairman and Vice-Chairman at its first meeting following the
Annual General Meeting.

The Annual General Meeting shall be held in the Spring. Not less than 14 days' notice shall be
given to members.

The business of the meeting shall be

(a) receive a report of the activities of the Society during the year,
(b) receive an audited statement of accounts,

(c) elect the Committee for the ensuing year,

(d) deal with resolutions of which at least 14 days' notice has been given, and,
(e) consider any other business relevant to the aims of the Society.

A General Meeting may be called by the Committee or at the request in writing of a minimum of
twenty members. At any General Meeting, including the Annual General Meeting, the voting shall
be by show of hands unless those present decide by a simple majority to hold a secret ballot.

Changes and alterations to this Constitution and these Rules may be made only at the Annual
General Meeting or at a special General Meeting and by a two-thirds majority of those voting.

The PETWORTH SOCIETY - Annual General Meeting
Deletions, Amendments and Additions to the Constitution and Rules

The Constitution and Rules are printed above. You will realise that since the death of Col.
Maude over eight years ago, the Society has had no President. In order to regularize the situation
and to create a certain degree of flexibility with an eye to the future development of the Society,
the Committee will propose the following changes at the Annual General Meeting on 27th April, 1988:

Clause 5: Delete "a President and"
Delete "resident in the Parish of Petworth"
Delete "Chairman and Vice-Chairman" and substitute "Officers" (penultimate line).
Add the following new Clause 6: "The Committee may submit the names of persons for the
approval of the Annual General Meeting, as President or Vice-President, in recognition of
outstanding service to the Society".
Re-number existing Clauses 6, 7 and 8 as 7, 8 and 9.

It should perhaps be stressed that the Committee has no particular persons in mind for the
offices of President or Vice-President at this stage.

It would be necessary for any member and his/her seconder who wish to propose amendments to the
above or any further alterations to the Constitution and Rules to inform the Chairman well in
advance so that 14 days' notice may be given on the Society's notice boards (see Clause 6(d) above);
as indeed is the custom for nominations for the Committee, together with the name of a seconder and
the written consent of the nominee.




PETWORTH SOCIETY

Spring, early Summer programme: please keep for reference.

MONTHLY MEETINGS: Leconfield Hall. Admission 70p. Refreshments, raffle.

Thursday 10th March Wednesday 27th April

Tony WHITCOMB : Annual General Meeting
at 7.15 p.m.
followed by

"English Canals" Alf SIMPSON

"Ebernoe Common"
"Nature Reserve'

An illustrated talk
7. 300 pom. An illustrated talk

Please help:

Sunday 17th April

Petworth Society
Clean-up of roads and
verges.

In conjunction with
Mr Les. Howard

Start Petworth Car Park
at 9.30 a.m.




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

Annual Subscription 1988/89

We would like to remind members that subscriptions for 1988/89 are due
on the 15th March. There are still a few members who have not paid their
subscriptions for 1987/88. We regret that those members who have received
magazines for the current year will have to be removed from the register
unless the subscription is paid by March 15th.

Subscriptions may be paid to any of the following:-
Mrs I. Pritchard, The Manse, High Street, Petworth.

Mrs R. Staker, 2 Grove Lane, Petworth.

Mrs Anne Simmons at E. Streeter and Daughter,-Lombard Street
opposite the Church), Petworth.

Would you please let Mrs Pritchard or Mrs Staker know:-

(a) If you wish to retire as a member or
(b) Have changed your address recently.

Any new member in possession of a receipt bearing a date between December
15th 1987 and March 15th 1988 does not have to renew their subscription for
the next year March 15th 1988 to March 15th 1989.

Single magazine delivered. Single or Double Membership £4.00 (Minimum)
Postal £5.00 (Minimum)
Overseas £5.50 (Minimum)
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PETWORTH FAIR 1987.

Harris Brothers tractor and box truck photographed during building up,

with their Southdown Gallopers behind. Photograph by Peter Hammond.
The well-attended Christmas walk was very much in the shadow of the
hurricane. Doris Ashby deciding eventually on Iping Common as
other proposed walks were impossible. Doris is one of this
Society's best friends and her enthusiasm turned a very bleak
December afternoon into one to remember. The Christmas meeting
predictably attracted a full house. Don Attle's lantern-slides
were fascinating and the evening concluded with the combination of

the Edwardians and the Town Band, as successful here as it had been
at the Fair.

This Bulletin pays especial attention to the effects of the October
hurricane, in its own way perhaps the most serious natural disaster
locally for many centuries. The countryside will bear the scars
for generations. Beginning near home we have tried by talking to
those directly involved to give a constructive and forward-looking
account of the situation in so far as this is at present possible.
This theme may continue as occasion offers in later Bulletins but I
have to say that it does depend on the willingness of relevant
landowners to talk to the Society. I suppose an obvious cause for
concern would be the Bishop's Clump for so long a feature of the
downland skyline.

Peter. d1st January 1988.
SARC

Schools Colour’ing
Compe,tttionj

Ron Pidgley's colouring competition drawing for Petworth Fair 1987.




TILDEN ELDRIDGE, 1934 - 1987

From time to time we record appreciations of the lives of men and
women who, have made their mark on the community through their
character and service. We remember them in sadness at their
parting but in the knowledge that the full term had been run and
that there is a satisfaction in its completion.

Tilden Eldridge has left us suddenly, tragically, in the prime of
life. He was a good friend of the Society and fully involved in
its activities. His willing provision of transport for our more
far-flung walks was almost taken for granted. His cheerful
disposition, his unassuming modesty and consideration of others
endeared him to all. We all enjoyed the incident on his last walk
(Audrey's very relaxed indeed Bury riverside walk) which ended up
at the Houghton Bridge tea-gardens. One by one, most of the ladies
of the party joined him at his table, watched in amazement by a
gentleman, a stranger, at least to us. Finally he could contain
himself no longer. He leant across to Tilden and said "Tell me,
what aftershave do you use?" Tilden had, of course, paid for the
teas as well!

He will be missed by the Society, but particularly by his family,
the lady to whom he became engaged on Fair Night, in the village of
Kirdford and in the family removals firm through which so many
first met him and came to regard him with such affection and
respect.

OCTOBER 16th

It came on an October night

Of its coming none could tell

The world went from a dreamless sleep
To the very gates of Hell.

By morning it was over

The dawn's first light unfuled
A sinful devastation

In an eerie silent world.

There were no songbirds singing
Not even one in sight

And so it stayed on that first day
Till night time claimed the light.

The second day we all could see
Just how much must be done

To hide the scars successfully
Where the Devil had his fun!

I walked the slopes on Bury Hill
I strolled in Burton Rough

I saw grown men with watery eye
Sad voices choked and gruff.

For the wind moved in those withered leaves
With a long tormented sighing

It told us that the trees were down

And each one slowly dying.

They cut them up with axe and saw
And put them to the flame
Each time I felt I'd lost a friend
But did not know his name.

For in a world of stress and strife
To get some heartfelt ease

Just spend a contemplative hour
Out there among the trees.

They lay now sprawled in disarray
Like troops who lost the fight
Their birthdays were in centuries
Till the Devil rode that night.

The injured stand there stark and mute
Broken limbs and gashes showing

How long before they too succumb

There is no way of knowing.

And if these trees could only speak
They would tell us all they know
Of wars and plagues and pestilence
They have seen them come and go.




The trees are made by God himself
To fit a master plan

They never once defiled the earth
In the same way as does man.

Man travels in the universe

And one day will go far

He will find what he is seeking
And then shame another star.

So i1if the Devil reads these lines
And for once would like to please
Next time take undeserving men
And leave the world the trees.

Ken Wells.

THE NIGHT THE OAK TREE CAME TO CALL

Everybody has their own story of the storm that hit West Sussex on
October 15/16 1987. Yet, a week later, listening to our battery
radio, 1t was no longer news. Only a minority were still without
power and telephones.

Because we chose to live 1n a cottage in the woods, we knew that we
should have to wait until among the last to be reconnected.
However, our neighbours, a guarter of a mile away, were wonderfully
kind, bringing milk and post to us for four days. This was no mean
feat as all the paths through the woods were blocked with fallen
trees, so they had to clamber across a wet valley.

At first light on the 16th: we found we could not see out of the
front windows. Our dear old 70ft. oak tree had gracefully subsided
on to the front lawn; 1ts branches had taken off the guttering, but
no other damage was done to the cottage. Because of the noise of
the gale we had not heard it come down.

That first morning a kind guarry worker clambered up to enguire if
we were all right, and we promised, (being somewhat elderly) not to
try and get out.

Two hours later a breathless grandson arrived, having cycled 12

miles, carrying his bicycle over fallen trees for the last two. He

began to try and clear a way out but it was an impossible task, as

we later knew, for it needed an outsize power saw and a bull-dozer.
._8_

Hurricane damage on the Greensand Ridge.

Photograph by Graham Stemp.



















few species that is the hallmark of Henry Percy's layout with
the more informal planting that is the legacy of Lancelot
Brown.

No concept would see any real maturity in a lifetime and it is
important not to rush this, the most crucial decision in the
four hundred years since Henry Percy first created a garden
here from part of the old Conyger Park. We can only look to
salvage what we can from the disaster and take the opportunity
for regeneration. It has been forced upon us but it is an
opportunity nonetheless. As a token of what i1s gone we have
an agreement with the timber merchants that a small proportion
of the wood removed will come back to us to make into
artefacts like seats and bowls which will give us a link with
what had once been. How are the mighty fallen!

Trevor Seddon was talking to the Editor.

PAYNES® THE BUTCHERS

I was born in High Street where Deans the fishmongers later had
their shop. Like so many of Petworth's old shops, the premises now
house antigues. The shop is still recognisably the same, even to
the red and blue tiling on the floor. The shop had formerly been
Knights the butchers and my father took over as proprietor about
1906. One of my earliest memories is of watching the pigs being
"stuck" in the alleyway opposite. The pig's throat would be cut
and the blood carefully collected in a vessell. Petworth House
would take the blood to make black puddings, a great delicacy then.
I suppose that watching such scenes as a child was in a real sense
more violent than today's television or video but as I had been
born into it I am not aware of it upsetting me, it was simply a
part of everyday life. Our slaughter-house was at the bottom of
the Alley: all the Petworth butchers had their own separate
slaughter-house at this time. The animals would be brought in by
the farmers in carts and would usually be docile enough until they
caught the smell of the slaughter-house, the whiff of blood hanging
on the air. Then they could be very difficult. Animals were still
"poleaxed" with a blow on the head at this time before the humane
killer and the carcasses had to be dragged out of the alley across
High Street and into the shop. Dad would look out of the alley to
see if there were any strong men coming up the road who would help
to drag the carcass into the shop for it to be skinned and cut up.
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Knight.

Photograph courtesy of Mrs M.E.




Petworth Fair 1987.
Photograph by John Rosser.

Petworth Fair 1987.
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A billhead from Messrs Knight in High Street.
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Butchers brought their meat on the hoof them. On Sundays if the
weather was fine the whole family would go around the neighbouring
farms like Frog or Stag Park and discuss forthcoming purchases with
the individual farmers. The other Petworth butchers did the same.
When cut up the meat would be left to hang for a while in the big
store at the back of the shop. There was of course no refigeration
but there was already a twice-weekly delivery of ice. This came
from Guildford by lorry and was particularly welcome in summer.

The ice came in enormous blocks and was picked up by huge metal
tongs. The blocks were laid on sacks and manhandled into the shop.
We kept them as best we could but, big blocks as they were, the ice
was a fragile thing and tended to disappear all too quickly from
the baths and tubs in which we tried to keep it. For us children

it was a great treat to sneak into the store and take a piece of
ice to chew. Not very hygienic I suppose by today's standards.
When we moved to what is now the fish and chip shop in Pound Street

Petworth Fair 1987:
















top of the second into the space exposed. The whole process would
then be repeated perhaps to a depth of some four lays until he
reached the bottom of the roof.

Tying in might be done either with twine or with straw ropes made
on site using a straw-puller or wimble, a tool rather like a
starting-handle to look at with a hook on the end. The straw would
be wound onto the hook until the tension kept it on, then the
handle would be turned. Two men usually worked on the wimble, one
man feeding the straw and another doing the winding. When he had
finished the lay the rickman would rake it with a comb, a wooden
tool in the shape of a comb but with no handle, about a foot long
with squat wooden tines. He would also trim or "butt" the
overhanging bottom edge of the rick. While thatching was a
necessary Jjob, a certain neatness was reguired without being fussy.
A sheaf rick would be much smaller than a straw rick, although the
method of thatching was the same; 1t was only that the number of

sideways movements of the ladder would vary according to the type
oF Elck.

Moving to his left with each set of downward lays, the rickman
would eventually reach the end of the rick. It was time now to
begin the wheole process again on the other side of the roof. A
crucial part of his work was to ensure that the "comb" of the rick
was in order, i.e. that the meeting of both top lays was well
married and that they were carefully combed in together. Obviously
if he failed in this, the rick would not be water-proof. Sheaf
ricks were often round rather than sgquare and the thatch would be
so laid that there was very little exposed comb at all, just a
single pointed cone at the top. The rickman would lay the thatch
more thickly toward the bottom of the roof because this would take
the rain. For thatching corners a spar known as a pig-tail spar
was used. This was a double-length spar twisted in the middle and
then bent giving a take-off point for the twine to go off in two
different directions. It was called a pig-tail because of the
characteristic loop produced by the twist being made in it. The
final spar would be hammered in hard as had the first as these two
spars would carry a great deal of tension when the twine became
wet, but these two spars would not otherwise differ from the other
spars which were pushed in by hand as opposed to being driven in
with a wooden mallet. Once he had finished, the rickman would walk
round the rick to check that all was properly butted and on a straw
rick he might comb down the outside with a pitch-fork to give it a
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High Street about 1905.

Knight and Co.
The first and third men from the left are not known.

Messrs.

Second left is Harry Rapsaon,

Sidney Wigg on extreme right.

fourth left Mr Payne.

The photograph may be by Walter Kevis.










Thomas Westdeane does not appear to be otherwise known and the s . o \
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"He this examinate beinge at the shoppe of one John Bywimble in Sl onks ?fﬁfT
Petworthe aforesaide mercer harde the sd Thomas Westedeane call her ' : ' {
the sd. Margaret Goodman whore and Grenewiche birde. All which
speeches then and theare weare SO spoken by the said Westedeane
against the sd. Margaret Goodman in the presence and hearinge of

John Bywimble and this examinate"

(Part of the testimony of William Mose) :

...J-_',T I I NI Vs Lj'."l*'
The term "Greenwich bird" seems to refer to Greenwich as a haunt of S B ey S iy o e ﬁjim *~Ti 2
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street until 1896. The precise site of Bywimble's shop is S Ll
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