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Spring/Summer Programme. Please keep for reference.

TALKS for Winter/Spring season 1992. Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.
Refreshments. Raffle.

Wednesday March 11th. Pat Hill: "Otters and other animals".
Pat's cine films of animals were very popular last year and we're pleased she
can come again.

*Tuesday April 14th. Brian Blunkett: "Downland Flowers".

Brian will bring plants of the chalk raised from his own stock plants to include
flowers like oxlip, cowslip, small and field scabious, dropwort, cheddar pink
and fritillary. Members will be able to purchase if they wish.

*Note change of date made to accommodate Petworth Players.

Wednesday April 29th. Tony Moss: "The Silver Screens of West Sussex"

West Sussex cinemas (including Petworth) with slides.

Tony is Vice-President of the Cinema Organ Society and President of the Cinema
Theatre Association.

Wednesday May 20th. Annual General Meeting. There will be no outside speaker
but we will try to give an account of the Society from its inception in 1974
with slides, tapes and other materials.

*VYISIT Sunday May 10th

The Petworth Society visit Costrong at Apple Blossom time
Cars leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

WALKS Leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

Dogs on leads for these walks please - or at least for part of them.

Sunday March 22nd. David and Linda walk in New England.

Sunday April 26th. David and Linda's Stag Park Walk.




Looking further ahead

Anne's Petworth Garden Walk will be on Sunday June 28th.

SUNDAY August 2nd visit to Shimmings Farm.

Toronto Scottish Regiment return in August - while we hope to have another apple
event in September/October.

ANNUAL CLEAN-UP OF

ROAD AND VERGES

In association with

Petworth Parish Council

Meet Car Park
Sunday April S5th

gols




A SURVEY OF THE AGRICULTURAL DIALECT OF PETWORTH

The aim of this survey is to ascertain to what degree the agricultural dialect
of a small Sussex town has survived through the rapid changes in society and
education which have occurred since the second world war.

The following questions are so designed as to cover many of the different tasks
which the general farm worker may be called upon to perform. It is unlikely
that any person taking part in the survey will be able to answer every question,
and indeed only those questions which the participant has a genuine knowledge of
the response should be answered.

Many of the practices mentioned in the survey are of a purely historical nature
and as such only the older informants will be able to make accurate responses to
them.

Having completed the survey it would be appreciated if it could be returned to
either of the following:-

Miles Costello Peter Jerrome
38 Hampers Green Pound Street
Petworth. Petworth.

What do you call the short-handled tool with a curved blade used for hedge
or brush trimming?

What do you call the two-handled blade used in trimming and shaping
paling?

"In stake making, what do you call the tool which might be used for opening
and levering the pole so as to split it?

What do you call the short handled tool used in cutting underwood etc?

What do you call the brace-like instrument for twisting up the hay and
straw bands for tying?

What do you call the stone for sharpening a scythe and carried in a loop
on the mowers belt?

What do you call the tool for cutting off the beards of barley?
What do you call the beards of barley?

What is your word for putting sheaves together in the harvest field for
drying?

What do you call the bottom-end of a sheaf?

What tool was used for threshing before machines came in?

What do you call a mixture of oats and barley sown together?

What do you call the grass of a meadow after haying?




What do you call the grass or partly dried hay, raked into rows for fully
drying?

What do you call the straw of peas, beans, tares, etc?

What do you call the strips of land at the sides of a field, left until
last before ploughing in?

What do you call the raised parts in a ploughed field?

What do you call the type of plough used for turf-cutting?

What do you call the pointed wooden tool for making holes for seed sowing?
What do you call the very small potatoes the size of marbles?

Where do you put the potatoes when you store them in the fields for
winter?

Where do you put mangolds when you store them in the fields for winter?
What do you say of a lettuce that has run to seed?

What do you call the smallest pig of a litter?

What do you call an open-sided cattle shed for shelter?

What do you call a pet lamb, brought up by hand?

What do you call a large wooden hammer or mallet?

What do you call the spare or odd-job horse on the farm?

It is important that every participant completes the following questionnaire.

Date of birth.

Place of birth.

Have you ever lived outside of the Petworth area?
If yes to the above give locations.

Occupation/s.

Would you be willing to take part in a more extensive survey of the dialect of
Petworth? 1If yes please give your name and address below.




The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the
character and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth,
including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district, and to foster a community spirit". It is non-
political, non-sectarian, and non-profit-making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the society.

The annual subscription is £5.50. Single or Double one Bulletin
delivered. Postal £7.00. Overseas £8.00. Further information
may be obtained from any of the following:-

Chairman Mr. P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth. (Tel. 42562)

Vice-Chairman Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

Hon. Treasurer Mr. P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth.

*Hon. Membership Sec. Mrs. R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Hon. Bulletin Sec. Mrs. B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks,
Sutton.
Hon. Social Sec. Mrs. Audrey Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane,
Petworth.

Committee Mrs. Julia Edwards, Mr. Ian Godsmark,
Lord Egremont, Mr. John Patten,
Mrs. Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr., J. Taylor, Mr. E. Vincent,
Mrs Linda Wort.

Membership enquiries to Mrs. Staker please, Bulletin circulation
enquiries to Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).

Bulletin Distributors ~ Mr. D. Sneller, Mrs. Williams (Graffham),
Mrs. Edwards, Mrs. Mason, Mr. Thompson,
Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Watson, Mr. Patten,
Mrs. Adams (Byworth), Mrs. Hodson (Sutton
and Duncton), Mr. Vincent (Tillington and
* Note change of River), Mrs. Goodyer, Mrs Williams
address. (Fittleworth) .

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES

I am very pleased with the new cover and particularly to have
another Gwenda Morgan woodcut to accompany us through the year. You
will see too that we have a miniature by Gwenda on the back cover.
It shows Egdean Church. I append accounts of the Society's recent
activities but for reasons of space have passed over the Fair and
the Christmas Evening without especial comment. No one who was
present will need to be told that these were very successful events.

The Seaford College Dance Band playing in the Leconfield Hall on Petworth Fair night.
Colour photograph by Mr Robert Sadler.

Regarding the former the weather was again kind to us, while for the
latter what is there to say? The mixture as before; Pearl and Ian's
marvellous slides of the year's activities, then the Edwardians with
a brilliant routine giving us carols as different and thought-
provoking as the Town Band's following carols were familiar and re-
assuring. A perfect Christmas miz, the better for being so intensely
local.



















This shows the "Old House at Home"
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away when you get tired of finding they are taking up valuable
space in the chest of drawers. Do not turn the parchment ones into
lampshades and, if you move away from the area, try to make sure
that they find their way back to someone in the locality on your
death. Even the old ones are unlikely to be of any monetary value.

In particular each County Record Office will be happy to have old
deeds or indeed Wills or other legal documents relating to its
County. The address of any record office can be found in the phone
book under the name of the County Council concerned.

Of course, before you send your old deeds to anyone you need to be
quite sure that they have been superseded by a Land Certificate and
you need to remember where to find them if for any reason you do
have to refer back to them in years to come. If you think your
documents may be of historical interest then Peter or I will be
glad to look at them to see what they are and what they may tell us
about the past. Any enquiries to me out of office hours please.

Andrew Brooke

HAY AND HARVEST. Recollections of Darcy Ayling. Part II

As well as parish and estate roads there were also the wagon roads,
which most of us would think of as green lanes. One highway led
from the common at Plaistow through to Steers Common in Kirdford.
A metalled road went as far as the turning to Rumbolds. Further
down the wagon road, was another turning. This led to Sware Farm
which posssibly once belonged to Shillinglee. Even in those days,
no-one was living there, and it later fell to rack and ruin. But
across a little paddock was one of the finest springs of water in
those parts. Before the days of piped water, these springs were
most important, and as Darcy says you would be surprised at the
number of springs around Plaistow. There was one at Spring Hill,
where all those living along the Loxwood Road got their water from.
Another near Nuthurst which served those in the Rickmans Lane area.
The village pond was the watering place for all the animals and
that and with the wells, somehow they managed.

Further on down the Wagon road to Kirdford, was Hedgelands and then
'Edergees' (a name which so far the Record Office have not been
able to confirm). At Edgergees, years ago they dug a lot of the
old Sussex marble. It was beautiful and it was said that when it
was dug, it came out as if it had been lain.

- 13 -



















Waber Bashraf Loavosd. An archetypal Garland character. Master Tanner of Upperton in the mid-1930s.
Photograph by G. G. Garland.




i MG, ngm 'iwm{ , water cooled, 86 bore, 92 stroke.
i S 9»:";3,35(:’ raty - i : ! #

Ignition,  High-tension maghe

Lubrication.  Forced feed by hand P,

Control. FhWaamhmﬁujWQ@mumkaw

thug'e Speed| By our special, imple, friction device which gives a perfect

| vanation. :
Boad Wheéls. Five detachs vheels. Tangent wire spokes.
Steering Gear. Wheel steormgwthmugh rack and pinion.
Brakes. Hand brake—internal expanding on both rear wheels.
Foot brake—on transmission shaft,
Tyres. Four Michelin tyres, 630 x 65,
Lamps. Acetylene head Tights with generitor, and paraffin side
i ~ lamps and tail lamp.
ﬁ’pmaﬂy wide twosseater body, with adjustable wind
~ Sscreen; and hood of waterproof material.
Bmas ﬁtﬁngs Upholstery, red, blue, or green, Painted
_ o rd buff and lined to match upholstery.
mﬁm {‘Zb!h‘p’lﬂa set of tools, including wheel spanner and
 tyre pumip. .
Gm-ﬂl Sms’. Wheel base, 71t 7in. Width, 41t 8in. Length, 1o ft.
6 ia. Weight, about g cwt. 2 qs.

Price 160 Guineas.
With Dickey Seat, 5 Guineas extra.
Plated Fittings, 3 Guineas extra.

Vﬁﬂlm: Lighting by the Efandem Co.’s “T.E.C.”
Mm place of Standard, 15 ﬁmneu extra.

Mr Pitfield's G.W.K. car. A page from the 1915 G.W.K. catalogue.
Reproduction may be poor because the original is on tinted paper.

trees which look more like hedgerows than the orchard trees we
remember from childhood. The fruit is picked into large bins,
taken straight to the packing house and is in the cold store within
an hour or two of picking. We have forty to fifty pickers, all
casual, some of whom have been with us for 25 years. We now have
the grandchildren of some of our original pickers. It can be a
muddy old job on the Sussex Weald, it's not always golden autumn
sunshine. 1It's a strange feeling when the orchards are empty of
fruit and pickers and it's time to take a brief rest before the
year's cycle begins again.

John Nash was talking to the Editor.

THE SOCIETY VISIT COSTRONG AT APPLE-BLOSSOM TIME - SUNDAY MAY 10th

"NO, I'VE SHOWN YOU ONCE

I was thirteen when my father was posted to Petworth Police Station
in June 1924. He would retire six years later, having served
previously at Chichester, Steyning and Sutton. When promoted to
sergeant he had moved initially to Horsham. As an ex-Grenadier
Guardsman he had been seconded to Guildford Barracks as a
drill-sergeant for a time during the 1914-18 war. Being thirteen I
had just one year at the North Street Boys School before I left to
go to work. By chance this was Mr. Wootton's last year at the
school and I remember him coming down later that year to the garage
where I was working, recognising me and introducing me to his
friend. "Yes, we both retired together didn't we?" I said without
really thinking what I was saying. Mr. Wootton and his friend were
both highly amused by this.

The garage job? This was at the Pound and something my father had
fixed up for me, just asking me briefly if I wanted to work there.
I think I went there immediately the school term finished but I
can't be sure now. The wages were two shillings a week. George
Knight was the proprietor, employing a mechanic Stan Goodsell and
myself. Both men came over from Pulborough on their motor-bikes;
Stan had a Zenith Gradual Gear while George Knight had an old
belt-drive Raleigh. Hours were eight o'clock until five unless
there was an urgent job to finish. Mr. Knight I addressed as "Mr.
Knight" or "Sir" but I have always tended to think of him as
"Nunc". He was uncle to George Jennings who worked at the
Westminster Bank and George always called him “Nunc". George
Knight wasn't my uncle of course and, in any case, if I had been so

- 23 -
















exchange: Visitor to Mark: "Don't you ever go anywhere like
London to see the sights?" Mark: "No, I bides about here and the
sights do come to see me". Equally sharp is Sammy's reply to the
young Salvation Army girl asking for sixpence for the Lord. He
declines on the ground that "I shall see him before you".

In the late 1940s and early 1950s Garland seems to have worked a
little with Mr. Middleton of the BBC and snatches of radio scripts
survive among the papers. The persona seems usually to have been
William Stubbins. The scripts give now a rather laboured
impression and tend to dissipate the sharpness of the better jokes.
As the act developed Garland would usually come on with a clock as
prop and some variation on the following:

'Ow be 'e then? Smartish lot of people about arn't there? Be
there something on then? I brought my old clock along o' me
tonight 'cause my old wummon said I warn't to be late 'ome. My old
clock is a rummun. When I goes to bed I sets 'un like this 'ere
lookee, and when the silencer goes off in the morning 'tis sort o'
yesterday. 'E goes backards, see! What about old Mark Cooper's
clock? When the 'ands stands at 12 'e strikes two and then old
Mark knows as it is twenty past seven'.

This particular opening was at a Variety Entertainment in the Iron
Room at Petworth on May 2Bth 1958.

Other material of this kind i1s found in the oral "Harry Knight"
stories, some few of which double with Garland's yokel stories. So
Mark Cooper shuts his eyes to look up Mrs. Muggeridge's chimney or
Eli looks to fool the birds by planting his peas in one part of the
garden and his sticks in another. Some few stories seem to have
survived without being attracted to either body or material. An
example is the old man who heard on the wireless that the Germans
were bombing heavily at random. When that evening in the Red Lion
the conversation turned to places that had suffered particularly he
was heard to say, "It's been very bad at Random".

Finally does anyone know these jokes, so far unexplained?

Eli and the tansticker matches.

Mark is ill and the doctor sends for a ferret.
The bull with the bowler hat.

Eli and the Rogation Service.

Fish-face.

Whit Monday 1955.
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Oiling the mouse that might eat the turkey Mark won in a

raffle.
Samething all black has fourteen legs and goes backwards.
The Mare's egg.

128

TWO WORD-PORTRAITS OF WALTER NASH 1871-1960

1) WALTER NASH: MY UNCLE

Walter Nash, always "Uncle Walter" to me, was born in 1871 at Ridge
Farm, Rudgwick, the oldest of six children. He went to the tiny
school at Ellens Green just north of Rudgwick, probably a dame
school. I know little of his life at this time, only a family
tradition that his sister's shoes were being repaired at Horsham
and he ran off early from school to collect them. He was no doubt
severely punished for his enterprise. His father was a farm
bailiff, while his uncle Richard Nightingale, later a notable
member of the Dependents, had taken on Plaistow Place, a Jeyes
Estate Farm, in 1880. Nightingale had been a worker on the farm
when he was approached to take it over. He had protested that he
had no capital but on being promised financial backing agreed to
give the farm a try. Farms were difficult to let then.

When Walter left school he went down to Brighton to seek a job on
the old London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. He was never a
big man and found the manager's office was up a long flight of
stairs. Finally arriving at the top he knocked on the door to be
dismissed almost immediately, "You're toe small", he was told. He
had to set off back to Rudgwick. His mother who knew where he had
gone had locked up but left the window on the latch for him to get
in. Disappointed as he was, he found a letter on the table
addressed to him. It was from his uncle Richard Nightingale
inviting him to come to Plaistow Place for a fortnight's holiday.
1t was to be a long fortnight, for Walter would never live at home
again. One story survives from those early days: 1t was customary
to walk cattle all night from Plaistow Place to Guildford Market,
the cattle sometimes becoming so exhausted that they would simply
lie down in the road and defy all attempts to get them up. Once on
Dunsfold Common in the dead of night, an animal dashed by Uncle 1in
the darkness. Thinking it was one of his charges he raced after
it, only to find eventually that it was a local donkey startled by
the cattle going through. Norman Manners, writing in the Petworth
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to be. In years go.ue by when the old chief, Mr. Dick
Knight, was alive "wassailing" night was always a great
event 1in the village. When the old chief died his son,
Mr. Arthur Knight, promised he would carry on the
tradition of the village, and he has faithfully fulfilled
his promise. Every year he re-visits his native village
on old Christmas eve to head the wassailers in their
pilgrimage to the orchards. This year his followers
numbered only three. The smallness of the band was not
surprising for, as the chief remarked, "There is no one
about now" - many "wassailers" are engaged 1in sterner work
than the charming of apple trees. Despite the small
number of "wassailers" and the downpour of rain, the usual
visits were made to Mrs. Court's, Lavington Park, Mr.
Seldon's, Mrs. Knight, at the home of the old chief, and
the mill 'neath the apple trees.'

Can anyone add to this account of Duncton before '1914?

NEW MEMBERS

Mr C. Adlam, 7 Edmonds House, Mant Road, Petworth.

Mr E. Brouwer, Howick Farm, Balls Cross.

Mrs A. Fox, Hillview, The Ride, Ifold, Loxwood.

Mr and Mrs D. Foyle, 17 Dudley Avenue, Cowplain, Hants.

Mrs S. Harmon, 6 Narvik Crescent, West Heidelberg, Victoria,
Australia.

Mr and Mrs P. Howell, Hylands, 0Old Portsmouth Road, Milford,

Surrey.

Mr and Mrs May, Magog Lodge, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs E.G. Nash, 3 The Court, Loxwood.

Miss J. Paradice, 37 Cranleigh Gardens, Kenton, Harrow, Middx.

Mr and Mrs W.A. Pescod, 176 Cranston Road, Forest Hill, London.

Mr and Mrs R. Puttick, 25 Littlecote, Petworth.

Mrs J. Reilly, 34 Madeira Road, Ventnor, Isle of Wight.

Mrs A.W. Renwick, Buddington Farm, Midhurst.

Mrs J. Roddick, 1 Church View, Angel Street.

Mrs J.P. Savage, 24 Coombe Shaw, Ninfield, Battle, Sussex.

Miss R.E. Stonestreet, 21 Windsor Road, Petersfield, Hants.

Mrs K.A. Vigar, 1 Ribbets House, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint.

Mr and Mrs B. Wakeford, 1 Willetts Field, Tillington.
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