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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit”. It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £6.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£7.50 overseas £8.50. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 42562)

Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth

Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth

Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton

Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth

Hon. Social Secretary
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, 12 Grove Lane, Petworth

Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mr J. Taylor, Mr E. Vincent,
Mrs Linda Wort

Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason,
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten,
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mr Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes -

This is not a particularly large Jubilee edition but I have selected the contents carefully in
an attempt to reflect the distinctive spirit of this Society. In particular I have included a
significant body of material that either concerns George Garland or was actually written
by him. I'would like to think that this Magazine as, indeed, this Society, reflects his continu-
ing influence. We incorporate too for this celebratory issue a well-known design by
Gwenda Morgan, originally drawn, as many members will recall, for the cover of the old
Petworth Deanery Review. The churches pictured are (from top lefl) Northchapel, Plais-
tow, Lurgashall, Ebernoe, Kirdford, Tillington, Petworth, Stopham, Graffham, Duncton
and Sutton.

You will be pleased to note that the subscription remains the same this year. Please
help us by paying promptly. It really does help not to have to send out apparently endless
reminders, usually to the same handful of members every year. If you have already paid
for 1994-95 you will still receive a reminder. Please ignore it!

We have another of Miles Costello's dialect questionnaires included with the Magazine
as a loose sheet. As before we will publish your replies in a later issue. Miles was very pleased
with the response to the last questionnaire and this one is more general. It doesn't matter if you
can only answer one or two questions - no one I'm sure will be able to answer all of them. Miles
is also very interested in terms used in the lime-burning industry.  His address is on the
questionnaire.

You will see that we include also an appeal for the Leconfield Hall Restoration Fund. If
you live in the GU28 postal area you may already have received one of these. The position is
quite simple: the more money we raise by public subscription the more the grants we are
already promised will be worth. We've come a long way and work begins in the spring. Help
us finish the job by putting something in the envelope. If you can only afford £1 or less it still
helps and will give you a feeling of being part of the restoration.

Finally does anyone have any pre-1980 photographs of Petworth Fair (other than those
by George Garland). I would be very interested to see them..

Peter 29/1/94.
P.S. We haven't a report of Pearl and lan's Balls Cross Walk in November, nor of our

subsequent reception at Ruby and John's. Well, if you were there you don't need a report
and if you weren't you would probably think we were exaggerating!
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20 years ago. Poster for Petworth Society Inaugural Meeting 1974.
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Looking for a New Interest?

Come along and join a great group of volunteers who help monitor the show rooms at Petworth
House and greet the public during our open season.

Better still, why not join us on the 9th or 10th March for our Stewards' training day? For
further information ring us on 0798 42207. Everybody welcome. Don't be shy - give us a try.

Derrick Bratt

The National Trust
Petworth House, Petworth
West Sussex GU28 0AE

A Senior Member

Guy Botwright who is in his 96th year draws our attention to the article on Frank Tatchell vicar
of Midhurst (1906-1935) in the Winter Issue of This England. Frank Tatchell is of interest in
himself but also as an early acquaintance of George Garland who was, of course, a much
younger man.

Guy mentions also his first sight of a motor-car and the road blowing dust over every
hedge, while when it rained the road turned to a sea of mud. He sees less butterflies and moths
now than there were and puts this down to their being sucked into car radiators. The old-
fashioned type used to get completely clogged with them. He continues, "IfI'd told my father
that I was going to see a man land on the moon, he'd have called for a doctor." He concludes
by describing the Petworth Society's Magazine as a "gem". Thank you very much Guy and best
wishes from everyone.

Leconfield Hall Noticeboard
Restoration to start this year

We shall soon be able to start the permanent restoration of the Leconfield Hall - but we won't
be able to finish without the help of the people of Petworth and well-wishers like the members
of the Petworth Society. An appeal will be launched in February 1994 and is included with this
magazine. You may receive another through the postal service.

With a 25% grant towards the cost promised by English Heritage and a further grant of
about 15% from Chichester District Council, we are up to 40%. Petworth Parish Council has
promised £20,000 spread over two years and we have earmarked £30,000 of funds from
Gwenda Morgan's generous bequest to the hall.

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.75 5

















































Anchor Inn at Liphook dated October 1917. Finally there are a number of poems of rather
uneven quality some apparently written when Garland was still at Midhurst Grammar School.
The shortest signed Nemo' and dated 2/3/19 is: On an old Jacket

This old ragged jacket's grown queer I admit
Both light in its colour and loose in its fit
Though to beauty it certainly cannot aspire
"Tis a cosy old coat for a seat by the fire.

Lady Nicotine, a longer poem is undated. While its sentiments may be somewhat alien to an

age where smoking's social disadvantages are more openly canvassed than in Garland's own
time, it has a definite tang of the later George Garland:

I know a lady very fair to see

Her name, my friends is Lady Nicotine

A faithful friend she always is to me

When I am lone and other friends aren't seen.

And when I wonder far away,

My dear companion always comes with me
And cheers me up throughout the livelong day
I'say! How kind so great a friend to be.

And if sometimes I play a friend at chess
The keenest pleasure in the game she'll take
And if my plan my enemy has guessed
She'll soothe me when I see the sudden mate.

She always comes in through my bedroom door
The brazen hussy ain't a bit abashed

At coming into bed along o' me

For there she knows she's always fondly 'mashed".

To all ye men who love your ladies fair,

I say I love my Lady Nicotine.

Come! Come! hats off to her, she's over here.
There in that leaden jar beside the screen.

Three detached cuttings, clearly from this period or a little later, also appear to reflect
Garland's literary ambitions. As they have survived in the form of cuttings they were clearly
published but the newspaper that carried them is not named. Repartee and In Discussion
anticipate Garland's later yokel humour while The Wrong Number casts an interesting sidelight
on Garland's modus operandi in these very early years:

Outside Petworth Town Hall in the early century.

Photograph courtesy Mrs E. Pennicott.
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In those early days about 12 trains a day travelled between Petworth through Midhurst
to Chichester and the third class fare on the 'Pantomime specials' which carried people from
Portsmouth to the pantomime in London was 2/6 return.

Mr Challen, who went to the village school at Lavant when a Mr Knapp was the master
there, became interested in cricket early in his life. He recalls that they had a very strong club
at Lavant in his boyhood, and that a Mr Putman, an independent gentleman, and a keen amateur
cricketer, used to coach the players. Ted Challen recalls bowling the late Charlie Howard, then
one of the Chichester Club's stalwarts, for a duck on one occasion.

Now, somewhat of an invalid and in the eventide of his life, Ted, who is carefully looked
after by his daughter May, spends much of his time in making wool mats and rugs at which he
is very expert.

When the last train steams out of Petworth Station next month what memories of the past
will go with it as he watches it from his cottage window.

George Garland. This account was written in the mid-1950s

New Members

Mr. and Mrs. B.J. Capon, 22, Lymart Road, Eaton Rise, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 6RF.
Canon F. Collins, The Presbytery, Angel Street, Petworth.

Mrs. J. Cooper, 3, High Path, Easebourne, Midhurst, West Sussex, GU29 9BD.

Mr. H.M. Coughlan, 23, Femdown, Emerson Park, Homchurch, Essex, RM11 3JL.
Mrs. D .M. Grendon, Wharf Farmhouse, Wisborough Green, Billingshurst, RH14 0JG.
Mr. and Mrs. P. Herrington, 38, Wyndham Road, Petworth, GU28 0EQ.

Mrs. R L. Pierre, 8, Annettes Croft, Church Crookham, Fleet, Hants., GU13 0XZ.

Mr. J. Roffey, Beck Cottage, Town Street, Clayworth, Retford, Notts., DN22 9RD.
Mrs. E. Sadler, 3, Hampers Green, Petworth.

Dr. B.T. Steel, 1140, Gardner Street, Como 6152, Western Australia.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Wakeford, 10, South Grove, Petworth.

Mr. T. Wardle, ¢/o Leconfield Estate Office, Petworth.

Mrs. M.F. Farrand, Egdean House, Egdean.

Mrs. V. Goldsmith, 72, Hampers Green, Petworth.

Mr. L.R. Jackson, 1, Queens Gate, George V Avenue, Worthing.

Mrs. M. Savage, Pipers Studio, Fittleworth,

Mr. R. Standing, 252, Limbo Lodge, Petworth.

Mr. D.A. Crawford, Crossways, Balls Cross.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Oakley, Barton's Cottage, North Street, Petworth.

Mr. and Mrs. Hough, 15, Shrublands Drive, Lightwater, Surrey.
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THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET 1993/94

Assets Fixed as at 1st April 1993
Painting 312.00

Prints 56.00
Prints for Sale

Millers Daughter 15.00
473  Equipment 64.00 447.00

Assets Cash as at 1st April 1993
3476 Reserve Fund 3989.98
2658 Current Fund 2498.37
Less Liabilities
(2236) Subscriptions in Advance 2129.00
Unpresented Cheque 29.25 340.12
Magazine Covers 93/94 paid 92/93 618.05
(138) Magazine Covers 94/95 paid 93/94 (564.00) 54.05 394.17
30 Surplus Income And Expenditure Account 187.46

Special Receipts
33 Leazell Sale of Prints (56.00)
39 Millers Daughter 46.00
250  Special Donations -
- Raffle Keyboard 82.00 72.00

192 Interest Reserve Fund 1325.55

2129  Subscriptions in Advance 2621.00
6906 7851.26

Comprised of

Assets Fixed

Painting 312.00

Prints - ¥R

Millers Daughter 6.00 I\

Equipment 64.00

Less Write Down 32.00 32.00

AA Signs 220.00 570.00

Cash at Bank

Reserve Fund 4201.63

Current Fund 3182.08

Less Unpresented Cheques (102.45) 3079.63 7281.26
7851.26

.....(?.gl..gf?iﬁfg?ﬂQ;...........Chairman ggg?%???f??iézﬁiz_gg-ﬂon Treasurer

I hereby certify that the above statement is correct in accordance with

details and vouchers relatin The Petworth Society in respect of the year
682\ H(Tu
r : Dated this L4~ ay of May 1994.

++++....Hon Auditor.




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 1993/94
-

INCOME

Subscriptions

Paid Previous Year 2129.00

Paid Current Year 2506.50 4635.50

Bulletins 125.35

Meetings Entrance 1046.00
Raffle 620.50
Miscellaneous

Donations 419.21

Fair Day Tombola Net 240.54

Fair Day Operation Net 6.85

Interest 96.51

Miscellaneous 2.20

7192.66

EXPENDITURE

Magazines
Printing and Stationery 5135.56
Postage 356.90 °
Meetings Rooms & Fees
Ratfiles
Refreshments
Miscellaneous : 1149.83
Canadian Visit i 130.75
Administrative Postage 3
Printing & Stationery
Sub. Sussex
Amenity Society
Donations
Miscellaneous
Referendum
Archives
Copier Maintenance
Paper
£7005.20

Surplus 187.46







Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Petworth Society, 19.5.93 (continued)

Patricia Warren, actress and writer associated with the film and television industries
for many years, then gave a talk on the British Film Industry from its beginnings in
1896 up to the present day. It was founded by inventors, scientists, photographers
and chemists rather than actors, who produced L4O second "actualities" of anything
moving, short stories and instructional films. Through the early years of the 20th.
century, techniques were developed and full length films produced, leading up to the
"talkies" in the late '20s. The spectaculars, mysteries and romances of the '30s,
serious dramas with a wartime theme as well as love stories in the 'l0s, "kitchen
sink" in the ‘505, "rock" and the Bond films in the '60s. The British contribution
in the present day has been of technical expertise in the field of special effects,
largely in American films, although many notable films have been produced in Britain
by the British. The speaker called for Government investment in the industry to
bring money back into the country, and urged her audience to take advantage of the
modern cinemas now operating. A lively question time centred in the main on the
relationship between the cinema and television.







