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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of
the district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-
profit making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £7.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£8.00 overseas £9.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth (Tel. 342562) GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr P. Hounsham, 50 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343461) GU28 O0BX
Hon. Magazine Secretary
Mrs B. Hodson, The Cottage, Whitelocks, Sutton
Hon. Membership Secretary
Mrs R. Staker, 71 Wyndham Road, Petworth, GU28 OEG
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mrs Julia Edwards, Lord Egremont, Mr lan Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mr D.S. Sneller, Mr J. Taylor,
Mr E. Vincent, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr D. Sneller, Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mrs Edwards, Mrs Mason,
Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Hounsham, Mr Patten, Mrs Patten,
Mrs Adams (Byworth), Mrs Hodson (Sutton and Duncton),
Mr Vincent (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Membership enquiries to Mrs Staker please, Magazine circulation enquires to
Betty Hodson or Bill (Vincent).
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Chairman’s Notes

Another year, another cover. For 1996 we feature Jonathan's two evocations of
Petworth Cottage Museum which it is hoped to open in May. If you live in the GU28,
RH20 postal areas you will already have received a brochure about the Museum. Postal
members will receive a brochure with this Magazine, postal members in RH20 may
receive duplicate brochures. Petworth Cottage Museum is an independent self-
governing trust but has close links with this Society.

You will see that I have given Petworth Fair an extended picture spread and an
appraisal. [ thought this appropriate to mark the tenth year of its revival. The walks will
have begun again by the time you read this and the Spring programme will be well
under way. The Christmas evening seems to have gone down well, a packed house with
the Edwardians and the Town Band receiving the help of two very young and very
talented harpists. John Norwood's excellent talk on Sussex Shepherds is detailed inside
by Keith.

The Leconfield Hall Committee have an ambitious Spring programme too. The
Gilbert and Sullivan evenings and the Food Fair will be over by the time you read this,
probably too, the Magic Evening on March Ist. Please make a note of the play "A Place
in the Country" on March 29th and 30th. Angels on Bicycles are hoping to take it on to
London. It's not often that we have a professional company at Petworth, and I can only
get them for two evenings. If you missed Horse and Bamboo don't be caught out again.

I don't think you'll be able to catch up with them at Graftham or Bury this time - just
April 3rd at the Ritz, Worthing.

! I have had a few suggestions
concerning the mystery photographs
in the last two Magazines but
they're rather conflicting. Perhaps
we're looking at East Sussex. How
about this one - a cliff scene? Yes, |
know it's damaged, but the negative
has been lying about for well over a
hundred years.

Lastly a word about the
closing of King and Chasemore and
the departure from Petworth of
Patrick and Vicky. Where some
might have remained faceless and
anonymous, their infectious
enthusiasm for Petworth and all
things Petworth is something the
whole town will miss. We offer
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ancientand cursed stream. The diversion of the stream through their garden activates the curse
and exposes macabre family secrets. Jack wants to move away but for Fleur the pull of the
past is too strong. She is determined not to let history repeat itself.

"Angels on Bicycles". A Place in the Country.
Fleur (Actress Alexa Povah) fears the Hopford Brook.
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A Place in the Country is a collaboration between Maria Pattinson, the composer Joe
Young, and Royal National Theatre writer Julie Everton. The play is eagerly awaited and it
is hoped it will go on from this tour to London. The company are very anxious to take the play
into the countryside — not only because its subject is of country significance and interest but
becauseitis the philosophy of Angels on Bicycles that theatre should go out to meet the people.

The name Angels on Bicycles is a reworking of the original name for the company
"AOB" "Any other business" and is the fruit of a "long Sunday afternoon walk over
Hampstead Heath". The name is meant to be visual but also fun. Angels may fly but we on
bicycles have to pedal very hard to keep up with them!

Maria Pattinson was talking to the Editor.

Angels on Bicycles

present

"A Place in the Country’

by

Julie Everton

Leconfield Hall Friday March 29th
Saturday March 30th
7.30pm

Tickets £4 at Davids. If any remain they will be available on the door [but I would think this
very unlikely. Ed.]
A Leconfield Hall Promotion.

Huts, hurdles, hearts and horn lanterns

John Norwood's talk about the shepherds of the South Downs attracted a large audience to the
first meeting of the New Year.

The story began long before George Garland was photographing shepherds and sheep
fairs between the wars. Archeological evidence reveals the presence of sheep on the Downs
since the New Stone Age, grazing high up during the day, being brought down to fields on
the lower slopes and in the valleys at night, where they provided a rich source of fertiliser for
the crops growing there. These animals were probably like today's Soay sheep in the Hebrides
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He was a Young Man .. Recalling, particularly, riding the 'bus with Him one day, to
Pulborough. He was bound for the Train to London Town and the BBC ... for Fred was The
Radio Gardener .. the slow measured tones with the slight Sussex burr its homely note telling
us all How does your garden grow? ... I do not think that He invented Growmore but one
recalls that He advocated use of it "to improve your crops!" These were the days of "Grow
your own vegetables to help win the War" ... Mr. Streeter was appointed Inspector, may even
have been Superintendent, Streeter, Special Constabulary. A commanding Figure He was ..
took four of uniformed Thugs to beat Him to the ground .. fortunately reinforcements saved
Him from any permanent damage. Maybe his spirit lives on.

John Francis

Apropos of Audrey's Chestnut Walk

I always get a thrill of anticipation when I find that the postman has delivered another issue
of the Petworth Society Magazine. Every one brings back so many memories of childhood
years spent as an evacuee in West Sussex during the Second World War. After reading one
article I discovered that although 1 was born in London and have lived here inthe East
Midlands for over thirty years | still use some Sussex words and pronunciations. (I killed a
lot of wapsies this summer).

Of all the wonderful articles that have appeared in the Magazine the one which brought
so many memories flooding back was 'Audrey's Chestnut Walk' in the December 1995 issue.
Perhaps I may be permitted to share some of them with you.

Evacuated from south London to Pulborough in 1939 I was billeted with my brother
at Mrand Mrs Burchell's, who kept a shop and tea rooms near the railway station. [ was eight
and John a year older. Because the shop was always busy we were expected to go for long
walks and keep out of the way.

One of our favourite walks was that described by Jean Gilhooly in the article, except
that we used to start from Pulborough and walk up a track to what was then Park Farm (now
the race-horse stables). We had the free run of Park Farm because John had been billeted there
for acouple of weeks when we were first evacuated. In those days the farm yard was always
busy - chickens, ducks and geese roamed freely, there were huge shire horses, sows with
piglets, rabbitsin cages and ferrets that would nip your fingers if you were silly enough to poke
them through the wire mesh.

The cows were still hand milked and there was often the shout of "Yew owld bugger"
after a fractious cow had kicked a bucket over or trod on a man's foot. We always tried to be
there at threshing time when both of the Jennings' steam traction engines were at work and
belching great plumes of black smoke into the clear, frosty air.

After inspecting the farm yard we would walk on up to Park Mount and the footpath
to Stopham. Sometimes we went through the woods down to the river Arun. We had what
we called our den in the woods where we used to hide apples so that we could have pretend
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George Garland's ideal town-crier ¢ 1926.
Arch Knight did not, at least in latter days, dress up for the part.
This is in fact Mr Palmer, a fishmonger.




Selections from a photograph album of the 1930s. Snapshots taken by Mary Longman. 1 )

Val is Valerie Walton another housemaid.  Selfis Mary Longman. picnics. One day we were dls.gusted to find that all our carefully hoarded apples had gone,
Flo is Florence Glover head housemaid until April 1935. Jill is the dog! then we saw a man hiding behind a tree and guessed he had take‘n them. Back at Pulborough
we told people about the man in the woods and a policeman with some of the Home Guard
and Canadian soldiers set off to find him. Soon they were back with a young German airman
who was on the point of collapse due to hunger and exhaustion. He had been hiding in the
woods for days after baling out from his damaged plane but had been too scared to go to the
houses because he believed that all Germans were shot on sight in England. The only food
he had eaten were our apples and they said he may have died if we had not seen him.

How well I remember the view across the water meadows to Hardham and the South
Downs. Wetoo used to watch the trains, especially the little steam passenger train that chuffed
between Pulborough, Petworth and Midhurst. One day as we watched it far below we saw
a Messerschmitt diving to attack it with its machine guns rattling. Then a Spitfire appeared
and immediately both planes were weaving and diving in their all too familiar dance of death.
When a plume of smoke began to stream from the German plane it-headed for the coast with
the Spitfire in hot pursuit pumping in more bullets. We saw the cloud of chalk dust as the badly
damaged Messerschmitt crashed into the Downs. The Spitfire did its victory roll while the
little train still trundled slowly on to Hardham junction and the single track branch line.

Wealso watched the electric trains, but when we saw one with twelve or thirteen coaches
we knew it was heading for London and a lump would form in our throats as a great wave of
homesickness came overus. Homesickness was an ever present problem for most evacuees, but
it was never talked about and had to be kept hidden. In those days boys were not supposed to cry.

Our walk would continue to Stopham Bridge where we would stand in one of its vee
shaped alcoves as army lorries, bren gun carriers and tanks inched their way between the old
stone walls, knocking out chunks of masonry as they went.

On one occasion when we arrived at Stopham we found army divers at work in the river.
Self. Val and Flo with Jill Mary outside Marble Hall door, We were quickly ordered away but heard later that a trial involving an amphibious tank had
at Benbow Pond 1935. Petworth House. gone badly wrong and its crew had been trapped inside as it sank beneath the deep water by

the bridge. Such an unlikely place for a tragedy to occur.

To our great regret we had to stop going to Park Farm after a policeman came to say we
had been seen tipping over all the hen coops, smashing eggs and chasing the poultry. Mr. Burchell
asked us if it was true and believed us when we said it was not, but the people at Park Farm
insisted it was us, saying "They are evacuees and don't know any better". Mr. Burchell got angry
andreplied "They're good boys and  wont "ave them blamed for summat they didn't do. I'keeps
chickens an' I trusts they boys to look after'em. You ‘ad better find out the truth or I might sue!"

Eventually the police found that the real culprits were some boys who lived in one of
the farm cottages and the woman who had accused us was told to apologise, but she never did.
It was quite common for the evacuees to be blamed when things like that happened and we
were told that it would be best if we stayed away from the farm.

We still walked to Stopham, but went via Steppy Lane and the Hollows at Pulborough,
then past the concrete gun emplacement. Oh and bye the way - we used to collect chestnuts
to send home to London for our parents to enjoy at Christmas.

See "Gaining a reference."

James Roffey
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Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.
LECONFIELD HALL 7.30. Admission £1.50. Refreshments. Raffle.

THURSDAY 7th MARCH THURSDAY 28th MARCH

Brian Rich:
"Real Tennis"

Talk and Slides. followed by
visit to Petworth House Tennis Court

Slides to see exhibition game.

Geoffrey Godden:
"Victorian Pottery and Porcelain"

THURSDAY 11th APRIL WEDNESDAY 15th MAY

"The Society Year in Slides"
"Memories of the Music Hall" with Ian Godsmark

"Sussex in Colour"
Presented by David Johnston

Grace and Leslie Baker Preceded by Annual General Meeting

SUNDAY 14th APRIL
DAVID and SUE JOHNSTON'S NORTHCHAPEL WALK

SUNDAY 19th MAY
DAVID and LINDA'S MAY WALK

Cars leave Car Park at 2.15.

LECONFIELD HALL NOTICE BOARD

MARCH st AN EVENING OF MAGIC Tickets £7.50
Tickets probably all sold

WEDNESDAY 27th MARCH
THE COUNTRY LIFE/ GEORGE GARLAND VILLAGE HALL EXHIBITION
SIMULTANEOUS OPENING AT LECONFIELD HALL AND PETWORTH HOUSE

6.30 AT THE HOUSE. FORMAL OPENING AT LECONFIELD HALL
By leading British photographer MARTIN PARR AT 7.30. Admission Free. All welcome.

THEATRE PETWORTH
FRIDAY / SATURDAY

MARCH 29th and 30th
Angels on Bicycles present:
RTON'

n "
APLACE IN THE COUNTRY
Tickets David's £4

THURSDAY 23rd MAY
John Ellerton's Pulborough Gilbert and Sullivan Group present H.M.S PINAFORE
One night only. See local publicity.

PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM

SUNDAY 24th MARCH
ANTIQUE FAIR LECONFIELD HALL

10- 4. Admission 25p.




DON'T MISS!
SATURDAY 4th MAY

OPENING OF COTTAGE MUSEUM
See local publicity

VOLUNTEERS

AS YOU KNOW PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM IS AN INDEPENDENT TRUST BUT IT DOES
WORK VERY CLOSELY WITH THE NATIONAL TRUST AT PETWORTH HOUSE. BOTH
ORGANISATIONS NEED VOLUNTEERS.

FOR PETWORTH HOUSE CONTACT NICKY INGRAM) 342207
DIANA OWEN )

FOR THE COTTAGE MUSEUM RING PETER 342562
OR ANN 343590 or 344453

ITEMS NEEDED FOR MUSEUM. Please ring ANN on 343590 or 344453 before donating. Must be
1910 vintage.

1)  Small painted or simple wood dresser.
2) Open shelves to hang on wall.
3) Old wall hanging cupboard for corner.
4)  Table for living room.
5) Wooden slat or stickback chairs for living room. Need not match.
6) Any curtains of period 1910 or fabric to make them.
7) Old wooden chipboard for food storage.
8) Thick curtain or fabric for door curtain.
9) Wooden boxes of the period (any sizes).
10) Small bedroom chairs or stools.
11)  Any religious articles of the Roman Catholic faith that a cottage dweller might have.
12)  Any clothing that a working woman of the period might have.

WEALD and DOWNLAND OPEN-AIR MUSEUM.
CONTACT CAROL HAWKINS 01243 - 811363.

BUILDINGS IN THE LANDSCAPE : THE WESTERN WEALD
Lecturer and guide: Marjorie Hallam.
Four-part Saturday afternoon course. Starts 9 March.
Details and booking form available now.

SUMMER SCHOOL : 6 - 13 July
School director: Richard Hunt
Social history; local studies; archaeology; garden history; traditional crafts; literature and art.
Lectures and discussions; outings; demonstrations; open air 'barn' dance; pub dinners; barbecues.
Outline details now available.
Full programme and booking form available now.
Other courses available.

QUESTION: Can anyone explain this? A note made by Mary Maxse in 1935.

"In those days bullocks were not fatted till they were three years old, nor sheep until they were two years
old. Bullocks were fatted on grass, cake and corn soaked in treacle-water. Some farms such as Limbo
and Ratford would fatten the bullocks in pits, standing them in the pits until the muck was high enough
for them to walk out. " (From West Sussex Record Office MP79).

I think that's all!

Peter




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY

Annual Subscription 1996 to 1997

Subscriptions for the Magazine for 1996/97 are now due and should be paid to:-

The Hon. Treasurer The Membership Secretary
Mr. P. Hounsham, Mrs. R. Staker,

50 Sheepdown Drive, 71 Wyndham Road,
Petworth, Petworth,
West Sussex GU28 0BX West Sussex GU28 0EG

Local Members may pay direct to Mrs Anne Simmons at:-
E. Streeter & Daughter, Lombard Street.

Rates for the Magazine are: Delivered £7.00
Postal £8.00
Overseas  £9.00

In order to keep the costs of the Society to a minimum, it would be
appreciated if you would pay your subscription as soon as possible after the
receipt of this notice. If you do not wish to continue membership, we would
be glad if you would so advise the Society. The above actions will enable the
Committee to confirm the printing run and also avoid the expense of having
to send out reminders for payment of subscriptions.

Please make cheques payable to The Petworth Society.

Postal Code............................enclose my subscription for 1996/97£ ....................

cash/cheque and (optional), I add................. toward the Magazine fund,

(delete if not applicable).

* If you have already paid for 1996/97, please ignore this reminder.













of the same man and he was a farrier by trade. But was it Mr Cummings? Time to see if the
Public Record Office could help. Mr. Yates from the Royal Sussex at Chichester undertook
to enquire so it didn't mean a trip to London. Discharge papers for Farrier Major Michael
Thomas Cummings of the 8th (King's Royal Irish) Hussars showed (PRO WO97/1730) that
he had received the Crimea Medal with Sebastopol Clasp, the Indian Mutiny Medal for Central
India, Long Service and Good Conduct Medal and Turkish Crimea Medal. The Sebastopol
Clasp appears something of a rarity. Michael Cummings was not in possession of a School
Certificate, had been mentioned SI1X(?) (the word is virtually indecipherable) TIMES in the
regimental defaulters' book and had been tried once by regimental court martial. He had first
signed on (under-age) in August 1854, rising to Farrier Major. After a short spell in
confinement and court martial in 1864 he had been reduced to the ranks. Aftera few months
he was reappointed farrier but it would be January 1875 before he reverted to the rank of
Farrier Major, the regiment carrying establishment for only one of these NCOs. Born in
Clerkenwell, Cummings had attested at Westminster and his intended place of residence was
86 Regent Street, London. A Chelsea Royal Hospital stamp bears the date 20th January 1904
- possibly an indication of a widow's pension claim.

AR RTT ERD T ik

Michael Cummings Michael Cummings (left)
8th (King's Royal Irish) Hussars. The men to his left are from the 17th Lancers
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Philip Hounsham rings the Town Hall bells to
announce the opening of the fair. 20th November 1995.
Photograph by Barry Norman.
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Petworth Fair - a general view.
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Further enquiry at Kew provided an 1864 pay list for the 8th Hussars (PRO WO12/855),
showing Michael Cummings first as an NCO and then as a private with pay forfeited for his
period in confinement. The court martial had been a regimental one with limited jurisdiction
and one used only for relatively minor offences. Such details did not have to be sent to the
Office of the Judge Advocate General. Hence they are not at the PRO. Itis just possible they
are still with the regiment.

A long and tenuous road. Certainly more to be discovered. But yes, the photographs
are of Mr Cummings and it is likely that Mary Cummings had brought them into Walter Kevis
tocopy. It may be that Michael Cummings was dead and that Mary wanted them as a reminder

of him.
P.

Petworth Fair

Fair thee well ol' Petworth!

A time of ritual built-up-ready
Blending years of fun-fair-trading
Side-long shadows passions sending
Diesel power to steam roast chestnuts
Dolly mixture lights round stalls
Tilt history surroundabout.
Gallopers and winnings round
Chair-o-plane spinnings shape
Fleeting encounters to cherish

This memory: a Sussex Fair Day.

Freddie George 20th November 1995.

Thoughts of a Modern Portreeve.
Petworth Fair

The tenth fair since the revival in 1986. Time to take stock perhaps. "Whereas during certain
hours from Sunday 19th November 1995 until Tuesday 21st November ..." The familiar
language of the closure order remained the same. We were ina pattern of sunny days and frosty
nights. Ideal fair weather if it held. Saturday the 18th had been a glorious day and Sunday
was predicted to be the same. "Fair weather is always the weather you'll have for Christmas",
says the old saw. I don't believe it, but I do think the fair is the gateway to Christmas, it's
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yes, that very same one that Arch Knight had used and presumably his father before him. And
Arch had been gone forty years and more and had given up "crying" long before that, It had
a very penetrating sound, more so than the Town Hall bells. To be on the safe side, Phil was
going to ring the latter at the same time. Here was a crucial advance in the fair's own
mythology, the conscious restoration of another piece of a lost tradition. Time was when one
of the fairmen rang a bell to announce the beginning but this had stopped years ago and was
itself a sign of decadence. The proper order was for the lord's steward or seneschal to ring it
and when he declined, as the fair lost importance, for the portreeve or clerk of the market to
do so. In the old days no one could trade before the sign was given. It might not have been
the ringing of a bell ... tradition says nothing - perhaps a glove was dropped. Important as all
this might be toamodern portreeve, it seemed of absolutely no interest to anyone else, noteven
the fair enthusiasts had any inkling of such momentous events. Well, it was three o'clock and
Phil had begun ringing the fire bells. In the name of tradition ... the first time perhaps that Arch
Knight's bell had sounded in these or any other streets since the 1930s. And it certainly made
anoise. Perhaps Petworth needed a town crier, a matter for Any Other Business at the Parish
Council? A smell of roast chestnuts began to waft across the Square. | walked up Lombard
Street ringing the bell. Arch Knight's old home territory ...

The magic of Petworth Fair. Photograph by Keith Sandall.
26 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.83

Still the slow build-up. The Primary School clog-dancers on the floor of the Hall, parents
sitting round in a square. People who might possibly otherwise not come to the fair. The
children waved flags as they danced and were clearly enjoying it. There were a lot of people
at the fair with children, it's a children’s event. More likely to go for the Gallopers than for
the small stalls, a ride on the Gallopers is something for a child to remember. Gradually the
stalls were livening up. How important is the back-up? Very important I would say and the
fairmen would agree, and not just because it gives Petworth its distinctive feel. In the early
days the back-up was seen as something of adilemma - would it take people (and money) away
from the showmen? It doesn't seem to work like that: it has become a crucial part of the fair.
More than that, it is one of the factors that makes Petworth different from any other fair, the
enthusiasts were in no doubt about that. There is a mixture of travelling showmen and a town
coming out to meet them. Or, put another way, if you come to Petworth Fair you meet both
showmen and townspeople. Then of course there's the concentration in the Square -a focused
event with its own tradition, rather than a jumble of stalls in an anonymous field. Tradition
again.

The Primary School dancers had finished and there was a gap now before the Brownies
and Rainbows. The Edwardians and the Town Band would come later. There is another lull:
the early evening calm before the fair really comes alive. The time of operating fully is
desperately short. Six o'clock perhaps until ... when? Last year the first Saturday of the
Lottery had shortened the evening, this year it was Princess Diana on Panorama. People
hurrying home in good time for that.

Looking outside, what could you say? How is it different from last year? A slight
variation in the stalls perhaps, but only a practised eye could tell that. It's difficult to pick one
year from another. You could certainly distinguish Petworth Fair from all other fairs, but not
this Petworth Fair from last year's, or, for that matter, next year's. Fairly busy | would have
thought: a lot of young people, the fair's a young people's preserve in some ways. Did Arch
Knight sometimes wonder what he was doing, orchestrating an event for young people who
have their own priorities and no care for tradition? Fairshave always been things of amoment.
A major change between Arch Knight's time and now is the expense. Inthe old days a shilling
would go a long way, now you could only have a ride or perhaps two, a look round, and go
home. The expense meant that you couldn't stay along time. Onthe otherhand, ifthe effective
running time of the fair is from six o'clock, say, to half past eight, then things have to be
expensive. Waiting is an essential part of the fair but it can't be an end in itself.

And the side-stalls are sameish, existing in the shadow of the Gallopers and to a lesser
extent the chair-o-planes. The prizes look as if they travel from fair to fair. Will the fair
eventually revert to its nadir of the early 1980s? It's always possible that the very sameness
will bring its own inertia, or carping voices eat away at the magic. If the warning signs are
out too early it drives away traffic and hence trade; if they're late they don't give adequate
warning. The portreeve seeks to steer some kind of middle course. Feedback has it that the
fairground enthusiasts think Petworth's great - it's the atmosphere and the whole town's
involvement.

Robert Harris and I walk round to talk to the fairmen. It'san annual pilgrimage and takes
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interested if local groups and societies have a special event. We want to know about it. Local
societies are welcome to bring in flyers or posters. We also have an excellent window area.
It's open for booking and free, but you need to think ahead: the window gets fully booked well
ahead. the first six months of this year are already full. It's very effective and popular. Ann
Bradley's Christmas window caused a lot of interest and at the moment (January) we're
featuring the Petworth Player's new production. We even act sometimes as a booking agent
for local events: last year the Petworth Festival and the visit of Horse and Bamboo among
others. It's probably better for us to do this sort of thing in the winter when it's quieter. It's
more difficult in summer when it's very busy. To sum up, a greater local awareness would
be good both for us and for local people.

Our basic business is covered by visitors to Petworth. The greatest draw is the House
but the antique shops are also a strong pull and, unlike the House, something that carries on
through the winter. Less obvious isthe townitself, its atmosphere and the fact that people seem
to fall in love with it: as they drive through they see it as what an old English town should
be and stop to visit. In a similar way people come to see the House and are surprised and
captivated by the town itself of which the House is a part. Yes, | know we still lose too many
people who just come to the House and then go away, but that's why we're so looking forward
to the projected May opening of the Petworth Cottage Museum - its position from a Petworth
point of view is a very strategic one. If people can be induced to visit 346 High Street they
will have to walk through the town and this could be greatly to the town’s benefit. The Dolls
House Museum is already a considerable draw and with the Petworth Cottage Museum added
tothe town's attractions Petworth could become the ideal venue for day lripg, Atpresentthere's
a tendency for people to go to Petworth House in the afternoon and just go away again when
they've been round. The Museum of course ties in very much with the reinstated kitchens at
Petworth House which brought so many extra people to Petworth last year.

How busy is the office? Well, we keep a count of visitors. We had 18,300 people
"crossing the doorstep” last year. Ofthese some 10,000 were from other parts of Britain, 3,100
were foreign visitors and 2,500 were local people. The rest were telephone and postal
enquiries. Yes, we count a family of four as four. And "crossing the doorstep" means also
telephone and postal enquiries. [t's not our system of numbering: it's the standard one for
all TIC's so that one can be compared with another. 1t gives a standardised overview of the
level of activity, although at first sight counting everyone who comes inmay seem like hyping
the numbers. If you think about it however, how else would you do it? Some people in fact
answer their own enquiries through taking brochures or handouts but it doesn't mean that
because we haven't personally served them we haven't provided them with what they were
looking for.

People like Petworth. There's no doubt about that at all. They like the atmosphere and
they find the local people friendly and welcoming. Foreign visitors sce Petworth very much
as fitting their own preconceived ideas of what an English rural town should be like. Most
foreign visitors, from Northern, Europe, the United States or Canada, are touring, often
looking for a night's accommodation. We can certainly help them there. My feeling is, that,
alighting at Gatwick, they pick up the A272 as a route along which they can stop at points of
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their choice on a journey through the heart of England - or at least if not the heart of England,
asignificant portion of England. They hire a car, get on the A272 and see what happens - here
laid out before them are Petworth, Midhurst, Petersfield, Winchesterand Salisbury, then when
the A272 comes to an end it's the West Country or Bath. If you think about it, Petworth's a
logical first stop. We get a lot of jet-lagged Americans coming in to the office with the simple
plea, "I want a bed”. We can find accommodation for them: that's ourjob. In fact we just do
exactly the same as another TIC would for one of our own locals travelling in this country ie
match whatisavailable as closely as we can with what is asked for. It's calculated that someone
who comes to Petworth and goes straight off spends on average 50p in the town, someone who
stays overnight spends on average £6. We're here to provide a service but we're also here to
help the economy of the town. That's our justification. We have a dual aim

1) To provide high quality tourist information for local people.

2) To encourage people from outside the area to come to Petworth, enjoy their visit, stay and

spend money in Petworth.

In the latter case, if someone phones us about Petworth we will encourage them to come
and see the town for themselves. Ifthey do come, they may buy lunch or do a bit of shopping.
Increased custom means increased employment, increased employment will eventually keep
money (and people) in the town.

Parking? Well it could be better couldn't it? Occasionally we get people coming in and
saying, "It's been a nightmare to park." What we can't calculate of course is the number of
people who simply give up the struggle and move on. It's obvious that if they can't park, they
won't get into the office to tell us about it! As I've said Petworth House is a tremendous draw
and a great asset to the town. Numbers of visitors fall off very noticeably when it closes. How
do I know that it's not just the season? That's easy. Petworth House keeps open well beyond
the normal holiday season and keeps attracting visitors well over that threshold. Directly the
House closes there's a drop in numbers.

Can | notice visitor trends? Yes, to a limited extent. During the Spring and early
summer we have a larger proportion of "independent"” people, retired couples or younger
couples without children. The late summer is the great time for families with children. Well, it's
logical enough isn'tit? We can form a good idea of the type of visitor as they come in the door;
there are subtle variations of dress that you notice almost subconsciously. First impression
can be very wrong of course. Often people come in just to ask the way to Petworth House.

At this time of year, the off-season, we get people, sometimes, surprisingly, National
Trust members asking if the House is open, and, finding it isn't, wanting somewhere else. I'm
always relieved to be able to suggest the Lurgashall Winery - I don't want to send them right
out of the area. It's not an easy period of course - the volume of visitors is lower than at peak
times and there's not really sufficient demand to justify opening. I can always suggest a walk
round the Park but that's very dependent on the weather! The fair's an out of season attraction,
our numbers were up some 25% on November 20th and it might have been more except that
we were partially hidden by the gallopers! With events like the fair so much depends on
whether it's advertised in the brochures, like that of the South East England Tourist Board. |
think it was this year.
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Figures taken on theirown often mislead, but these, taken with the poor-rate yields, show good
times and bad.

Voters pre-1832 were prosperous or landed, and few.

The County Rate was the same in both sample-years 1815, 1834: Petworth, £7884;
Midhurst, £2738; Arundel,  omitted; Tillington, £3656; Duncton, £840; Upwaltham, £408.
Horsfield gives the Poor-Rates in £. s. d.; | give them to nearest £.

1832
Poor Rate's Yield Electors Polled Electors
Place 1776 1785 1803 1813 1821 1833 (1705 1734 1774 1820 List
Petworth, £831 980 2107 3215 2348 3953 | 64 54 47 59 33
Midhurst, £353 340 776 1502 1214 1421 | 34 43 22l 7
Arundel, | omitted 33 381 360 57 58
Tillington, £348 368 703 1284 878 1567 | 21 14 14 21 10
Duncton, £112 161 344 335 288 242 6 I 2 3 I
Upwaltham, £40 41 CT0E T [ L e S [ S I 1 0 0

Allow also for inflation’s effects during these years.

Other 1832 totals of voters: Pulborough, 21; Lodsworth, 1; Lurgashall, 7; Northchapel,
10; Selham, none; Easebourne, 2.

The steep rise in poor-rate, 1803 and 1813, would be due to the Napoleonic War's effect
of throwing local serving soldiers' wives and families on the parish till their return home.

Add to these the national taxes (Land, Income, and others) and duties, and there was a
heavy burden.

Jeremy Godwin

New Members

Mrs. K.V.I. Consentius Walton, Lombard Street, Petworth.

Mr.R Fletcher 7, Purrall Terrace, Cashmere, Christchurch 8002, New Zealand.

Miss C.A. Hawkins 3, Railway Terrace, Bepton Road, Midhurst, GU29 9OQN,

Mr. P.A.J. Howard 55, Beachamstead Road, Great Staughton, Huntingdon,
PE19 4DX,

Miss A.M. Leslie-Smith Wyndham, 1, Tekels Court, Tekels Park, Camberley, Surrey.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Lewis Plas-y-dduald, Maentwrog, Gwtnedd,

Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Lywood Little Comptons, Kirdford, Billingshurst, RH14 OLT.,

Mr. D. Richardson Difford House, School lane, Lodsworth,

Mr. and Mrs. M. Royall Hoe Cottage, Hoe Lane, Flansham, Bognor Regis, PO22 8NW,

Mr. and Mrs. T.G. Smith 15, Hazlewood Road, Partridge Green, Horsham, RH13 8EX.
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