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Chillinghurst. An ivied corner at Chillinghurst.
A drawing by Jonathan Newdick. A drawing by Jonathan Newdick.




Stag Park. Middle road looking north.
A drawing by Jonathan Newdick.

the same wind hustles the cloud rack. Stag Park Farm, built by the Third Earl of Egremont
as a model farm in an age of intense manual labour, seems solitary now. Like the dovecote,
the great barn is a statement; in ecclesiastical terms a cathedral as opposed to the humble
chapel that is Chillinghurst. A dozen bays and sawn beams where those at Chillinghurst are
wedge-split. Even high windows at the barn end. "Beware of the bull." In fact the lunchtime
bulls are sitting quietly, in their stalls, oblivious of the multi-coloured 1980s show prize
certificates pinned up on the outside. Palmy days before prime beef came under a cloud. Stag
Park has a distinguished history of which the Third Earl could be proud. A metal gate swings
to and fro as if to emphasize the solitariness. Irecall Sid Scriven, who farmed here between
the wars, saying that Lord Leconfield was, in some ways, as sol itary man: his lordship would
feel at home here. Jonathan points out RS 1722 carved in large letters on a beam in one of
the outbuildings - probably a beam resited during the Third Earl's great building programme.
Chillinghurst lives more comfortably with the new solitude perhaps; Stag Park was made
for many men and seems ill at ease without them. Jonathan turns the Morris round on the
steep slope and reflects that if we tum the vehicle over it will make a dramatic ending. We don't,

Jonathan Newdick and the Editor were in Stag Park. Jonathan Newdick's Exhibition runs
from March 28th to April 15th in the Education Room at Petworth House. Admission free.

A Tillington childhood (5)

We used to keep pigs and sometimes we had a home cured pig indoors - it was always so
enjoyable. "Pig Sticking" as we used to call it was a greatevent. Mother used to getthe copper
heated (the copper was in an outhouse those days) and then a Mr. Standing from "Pheasant
Copse Lodge" in Upperton (now demolished) used to come and perform his gruesome task.
We children were always shut in the kitchen, but used to hear the screams of the pig. One day
we crept out and peeped through the fence in time to see the pig being bled. We were both
upset, but seemed to take it in our stride. The pig was cut down the middle and its insides taken
out and thoroughly cleaned. The liver was saved and also the ‘crow’, a piece of fat which used
to fry up very crisp to have with the liver. It was lovely, but crow is a thing of the past. Chitterlings
were lovely and my mother used to clean them thoroughly, lay them in salt water over night
and then wash them again. She used to plait them. They were then cooked and we either
had them cold or with a rasher. The bladder was dried and my brother used to use it for a
football after it was blown up. The carcass, I believe, was immersed in the copper and then
the hairs scraped off until it came out a pale pink and sweet smelling. 1 remember my mother
made a lovely brawn from the pig's head and various odds and ends. Those were the days
before artificial feeding was introduced. We lived so close to nature in those far off days and
it was so much a part of our lives. There used to be a wonderful dung heap (manure) a little
way from us where each day during the season, we would pick a lovely basket of mushrooms.
They were delicious. What is nicer than a piece of fried bread, fried in home made lard from
a home cured pig, a lovely rasher and a pan of mushrooms freshly picked - oh happy days.
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While Alexander Weaver's venture into newspapers may have given Mrs. Burden's old
premises a slightly different smell and aura, this is perhaps as nearas we will get to recreating
the atmosphere of Mrs. Burden's tiny emporium, an atmosphere that, as Christmas ap-
proached, and neighbouring Eagers in the Market Square put their toys in the shop window
on Petworth Fair Day, could only intensify until the great day arrived. For children Mrs.
Burden's fancy depository was a veritable Mecca!

Note
[ have done what I can with Mrs. Burden's varied stock but I would appreciate comments
either on the following or on misinterpretations in the text.

Bell engines, Games of China, Jones Gun, Musical rollers, Road rollers, beach horses,
corruzettes, Angola assorted, furnished lines, China teas, sidling twine, J pins, Xylmit
mirrors (?), runs, Mavods, Water cord, King toothers (7) and LL lozenges.

West Susser Constabulary.
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Mrs. Burden's firework licence for 1902 signed by Superintendent Read
Petworth Police.
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Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.
Monthlv meetings Leconfield Hall 7.30pm

Thursday 26th February
Brad Bradstocke and the Off the Rails Company
A Glance from a train
with songs and real life characters

A Glance from a train tells the true story of a
Community faced with traumatic upheaval - including
two world wars. Just when everything looks back to

normal, hard-won skills are needed no more.

Admission £3 on door. Refreshments and raffle.

[Just in case the Magazine is early.
e s This was of course advertised in
S T --cvery Village has a story to tell.. the December Magazine.}

Monday 30t March Thusday 2310 Apuil
Reg Smith Dr Nick Sturt

"Edwin Lutyens and returns to the Society with

two lady gardeners' "Wild flowers of old Sussex"

£1.50 Refreshments, raffle £1.50 Refreshments, raffle

Annual General Meeting. Thursday 7th May at 7.30 p.m.

followed by Peter Jerrome
""Some unusual pictures by George Garland."

Walks - leave Petworth Car Park at 2.15 p.m.

Sunday 22nd March Peggy's Harwoods Green walk,

Sunday 5th April David and Linda's Stag Park walk.
[To accompany the Jonathan Newdick exhibition 28th March to 15th April].

Sunday 10th May Graham and Steve's May walk.

Don't forget you can pay subscriptions at the Leconfield Hall - Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mormings 10.30
to 12.00 from March 5th. March and April only.

£200 BOOST TO OUR FINANCES

Members will be pleased to know that the Society has won the Special Cash
Prize of £200 for December from the monthly Draws made for their
customers by our Printers, Midhurst and Petworth Printers.

Peter 15th February







