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Onapersonal note. You will see that Mr Turland has taken over the Hampers Green delivery
round, Ada Parvin having helped us with this probably since the Society began. Thank you
very much Ada. You'll see too that Kath Vigar's "A Tillington Childhood" comes to an end
in this issue. It will be much missed. Perhaps nothing we have printed in the last twenty-five
years has attracted so much favourable comment.

Peter 20th January

This year’s cover drawing

For the first time we are offering to members the cover drawing in a postal auction. The
highest bid secures the original work and the proceeds will be divided 50/50 between the artist
and the Society. Here is an opportunity to own one of Jonathan's drawings at a cost probably
considerably less than gallery prices. The drawing is unframed and in black ink on white
paper. Itis the same size as depicted on the cover and there is of course, no typesetting on the
original. The little drawing on the back cover is also offered for sale in the same way. Please
make clear what of the two you are bidding for.
A Front Cover
B Back Cover
You may of course bid for both at the same time as long as you do this separately for
each. Bids, by post, to be opened on March 25th. Result to be announced on the evening of
the 25th. Bidders can remain anonymous. To save postage we will only contact the two
successful bidders.
Please send bids (no money) to The Chairman, Petworth Society, Trowels, Pound
Street, Petworth, Sussex GU28 ODX to arrive by March 24th.

Spring at Petworth House

14 March  Mothering Sunday - a special opening of the pleasure ground and lunches can
be pre-booked in the restaurant.
20121 March Catch the pleasure ground at its best in this pre-season opening to enjoy the
spectacular show of bulbs in this lovely woodland garden. National Trust shop and restaurant
also open 12 - Spm.
27 March House and grounds open for the 1999 season.
Thursday 25th March 5 - 7pm

Exclusive pre-season opening of the House free of charge for Petworth residents and
members of the Petworth Society ONLY. Come along and be the first visitors of the 1999
season to see the showrooms and the medieval Chapel re-opened after 4 years of building
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works. New areas of the medieval House will also be on show for the first time.

It will be an informal opening to allow you to walk around at your own pace and meet
the staff and volunteers on duty and find out about on-going works. There will also be an
opportunity to pick up information about forthcoming events and your free neighbour's pass
to the pleasure ground. (In 1999 a £1 adult admission charge to the pleasure ground only is
being introduced but Petworth residents can collect a free pass.)

Burton Park Social Archives of
Personal Folk Tales

"Even shouting was futile over the echoing roar of the water curtain crashing over the cave
mouth. My first love moved close as her eyes accustomed to the tunnel walls.."

Did you know Burton Manor had its own fire brigade whose pump was so powerful it
could spurt water clean over the house?

Share your own anecdotes and personal stories by enclosing them for the attention of
George R. Bertram who is compiling "The spoken history of the lakes and park at Burton."

Can you assist Mr Bertram? He may be contacted through the Editor or direct at Mr G.R.
Bertram, 143 Pennine Drive, London NW2 ING or by telephone on 080228801 1.

Re Magazine 94

On the Smugglers' Wheel we have had several comments. James Alleston being particularly
helpful. Among other suggestions he notes:

The Smugglers' Wheel was another name for the (Twister) suspended from the ceiling
of pubs or old inns or taverns beneath a circle divided into 12 segments, numbered from 1-12,
the opposing figures adding up to 13. When glasses were running low each patron swings the
arrow. The lowest scorer paid for the next round of drinks.

Similar was the smaller spinning jenny, a wooden disc with an arrow poised over its
centre which stood on the bar counter. When the arrow is swung the lowest scorer pays for the
round of drinks. The two games are based on deciding on payment for the next round of drinks.
But apart from his game there are other games that were played and can be played with the
Spinning Jenny.

Our thanks to everyone who wrote in,

[It would seem that other uses would not exclude that by smugglers.] Ed.

Re The Rev. C.W. Whatley. Mr Richard Whatley sends a notice relating to his
grandfather's induction in August 1930.
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Congregational Church Petworth.

Wednesday, August 13th, 1930
Induction Services

Of the New Minister Rev. C. W. WHATLEY.
DIVINE SERVICE at'4 p.m.

Conouctep 3y Rev. F. H. WHEELER p.s.0. (MoberaToR)
PUBLIC TEA at 5.15. Price od.

Brief addresses of welcome from Ministers and”
Representatives of the Distict and others.

PUBLIC MEETING at 6.30 p.m.

presided over by Rev. Arthur Parker,

(Chairman of the Western District)

The Moderator, Rev. A. E. Snashall, A.T.S.

(District Secretary)

RCV. Wo Jo RObel'tS, (a former Minister)

The Secretary Mr. A. G. Gigg, The Pastor
and others will take part.

Collections for Church Funds.

On Sunday August 1oth, the New Minister
will commence his Ministry.

SERVICES at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
ATTEND THE ABOVE SERVICES
AND MEETINGS.

J. R. STEVENS, PRINTER, BROCKENHURST.

Induction Service for the Rev. C.W. Whatley 1930.
[Courtesy of Mr Richard Whatley]
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Re Audrey's Home Ground Walk. Kath Vigar writes:

Iused to love that walk when I was still at school, (I am now in my 89th year). Withmy
mother we used to walk down to the Virgin Mary's spring, then through Mr Webster's orchard,
I remember it so well, across the road, by the Cottage Hospital and then to the Gog Lodges.
I'm almost sure the Meachen girls went to the girl's school the same time as I. We used to buy
their cherries, they were threepence a pound in those days, enormous pink ones with a yellow
tinge on the skins, most enjoyable.

I'shall never forget once when my mother and I were walking in the Gog woods seeing
snakes everywhere, it was a lovely warm summer's day and they, the snakes, were curled
round the bracken, my mother was terrified.

Mr and Mrs Knox of Hangleton have this postcard marked "Petworth" on the back.
Is it a hot-air balloon before inflation?

Is the spire at the rear St Mary's?

Can anyone work out the location? Horsham Road?

If this is a Petworth postcard - it is a particularly interesting one.

Peter.
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Peter treads John Sirgood’s Way

Peter's latest book: John Sirgood's Way: the story of the Loxwood Dependants, has grown out
of the many articles he has written in this Magazine, and is beautifully presented in a limited
edition of 150 copies. He spoke to us at the October monthly meeting about it.

The sect, misunderstood, misrepresented and often ridiculed, had been reticent to
discuss its way of life with outsiders and had virtually died out when Peter was told that a
Northchapel Dependant might be willing to be interviewed for an article in the Magazine. He
soon learned that the members strongly disliked their nickname of Cokelers. The usual
explanation, that they drank cocoa in preference to alcohol, did not appear to be sufficient to
justify the objection and it seemed to be more likely to stem from the misapprehension that they
led immoral lives. Their belief in freedom and equality of men and women led to accusations
of cuckoldry, hence 'cuckolders', but in truth, their morals could not have been of a higher
order.

A chance opportunity to obtain archive material about to be thrown out and burned in
Northchapel, the previous custodian having died, and conversations with the last elder of the
Loxwood community, Alfred Goodwin, further stimulated Peter's interest. Mr Goodwin
gradually came round to the opinion that his memories might be worthrecording. He provided
a further batch of documents and more Magazine articles followed.

The book traces the story of the Dependants from its roots in Wesleyan Methodism,
through the breakaway group which became known as the Peculiar People, based in Essex,
one of whose Leaders, William Bridges, converted John Sirgood, a shoemaker. Sirgood settled for
a time in Shamley Green and eventually in Loxwood, where circumstances ensured that the
Dependants thrived through the late 19th and early 20th centuries, establishing farms, chapels
and 'department stores' there and in Norwood, Northchapel, Plaistow, Chichester and Hove.

The Dependants' pattern of worship, including the distinctive hymns sung from hand-
written books (but largely from memory) and their views on equality and pacifism are also
discussed in the book.

A fascinating evening, which attracted a lot of fresh faces, against strong competition
from the inclement weather and fireworks displays!

KCT

[There are still some copies available at £40 from the Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth GU28 0DX. If ordering by post please add £3.15 for postage and packing. |

A thorcughly satisfying evening

I'm not a literary man. I expect poetry to rhyme and scan and was prepared to be irritated,
unfulfilled. But this was something different - for the Society and for me. For the Society,
because I can't remember an evening devoted entirely to arecital of poetry and the occasional
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John Crocombe opens Petworth Fair 1996.
Photograph by Keith Sandall.




Waiting. Petworth Fair set up and ready to open 1998.

A photograph by Keith Sandall.

snatch of prose from a diary, essay or report, and for me, because Marion Mathie and John
Humphry, long-experienced performers, made words which shouldn't rhyme, do so, made
conventional scanning irrelevant and gave me an education in two hours that I'd failed to absorb
in years and years.

John has written the poems, beginning only a year ago with one written in a moment of
unexpected inspiration while preparing to give a short recital at the flower festival celebrating
the 800th anniversary of the founding of St. Mary's Church, Petworth. Encouraged by its
reception, John found that there were more where it came from, in his heart and mind, stemming
from his love of Petworth and its people. Now they are in a book, 'Poems for Petworth - and
afewmore', which willundoubtedly prove a best-sellerand find its way into a great many local
Christmas stockings.

John and Marion read nearly all of them at our meeting, reflecting their enjoyment of
walking - in Burton Park, from the town to the Downs, down Hungers Lane in the dark,
Rotherbridge and in Petworth Park itself. Others looked back over the years at Petworth House
and its occupants, with wry comments from our present-day vantage point, culminating with
evocative verses written after that memorable open day last summer. There were events -
Remembrance Day, Petworth Festival, music at Bignor Park, Fair Day; places - the Leconfield
Hall, Elgar's Brinkwells at Bedham, the 'private suburb in Burton Park' and people - Salvatore,
the barber, 'Jumbo', Peter (M.B.E.) and an anonymous antiques dealer.

In the poem 'Personal Choice', the Humphrys had six adjectives, five nouns and a verb
which, for me, perfectly summed up their delight in living in Petworth. Read it for yourself,
again.

Peter spoke for everyone at the recital when he said that the poems expressed John and
Marion's obvious enjoyment of Petworth - we all enjoy Petworth and those that don't live here
wish they did. They linked tradition with the present and looked to the future. They gave us
laughter and cause for thought. A thoroughly satisfying evening.

KCT

Three’s Company. December 16th

Not to try too hard with the posters. After all what do you do if the Hall's so full you have to
turn people away? It's never quite happened. Some may have come a fair distance; but
regulations are regulations. In any case it's physically impossible to accommodate more than
150. Slightly more perhaps after next year's alterations. Keith's got the notice ready at the top
of the stairs; everything is impeccably set out. In fact the Three's Company advertising material
hasn't arrived [in the event it comes the following day] but it doesn't matter too much. The
Christmas Evening's always a difficult balance, perhaps this year some who've seen Three's
Company the last time won't turn out. On balance it's more likely they will and others who
simply heard about it last time will come too. Certainly there's nothing wrong with the weather.

Meeting Three's Company at half-past five. Having been here before, they're almost
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like old friends. They remember the Hall well. Petworth is, one gathers, a good venue, an
appreciative audience and someone here to meet them. That's not always the case. Talking
of another hall, coming past the Leconfield Hall on the way there, then finding no one there
and an eventual audience of fifteen. No problem of that kind here.

By seven o'clock people are coming in. It's clearly going to be full but there'll probably
be noneed to use the House Full posters. The balcony's full, the body of the Hall is full, Three's
Company are playing with their backs to the east allowing full use of the balcony, but we don't
have to use the seats on the stage. Just as well really; it keeps the warmth in and makes for
a better atmosphere. Keith's got a heavy cold - he shouldn't have put out the chairs but that's
Keith. Anyway he won't be writing these notes; hard luck for the performers, informed music
criticism isn't my forte (is it Keith's?). Later consultations with the cognoscenti reveal the
musicianship as impeccable.
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The briefest of introductions and they're away. ""Be a Clown", "Memories - all alone 1n
the moonlight, Phantom - "only then can you belong to me", "floating, falling, sweet
intoxication". A lesser known West End musical of a few years ago - the perennial story of the
chorus girl wanting to be a star. "There's a parade in town' and in no time, actually it's the best
part of an hour, it's the interval, minced pies and wine. The performers spend the interval with
the audience and Ian does the raffle. Then we're off again, ""songs we like, songs we don't like."
Not surprisingly the Company choose the first option, "Blow Gabriel blow ...", then the
audience participation bit, last time Duggie put on aselection of hats, this time he escapes, wigs
and a peaked cap. Derek's long white wig hints at the charismatic - at least from the balcony.

A switch of mood to Les Misérables. "There are storms we cannot weather", "empty
chairs at empty tables". A Sandheim medley. "Isn't it rich?" The proverbial pindrop silence
as Lyn sings Cole Porter, "Some get a kick from champagne". All too soon it's finished. An
unsuccessful appeal for a Father Christmas for a function tomorrow. Seeing the performers off,
and a very Merry Christmas to everyone.

P.

Proud Petworth and Beyond -
but not far beyond!

For Petworthians, it was an evening of nostalgia; for those more recent residents, a chance to
experience something of the local life and personalities of the '40s and '50s, when Peter showed
slides of the period to a packed, expectant audience. "Will there be a photo of me?" "What
did Col. Maude look like?"

George Garland is well-known for his photographs of the '20s and '30s, recording the
agricultural and country scene, chiefly for national newspapers and periodicals. The Second
World War and the ensuing years saw a marked change as he focused mainly on local affairs
and portrait studies.

The selection of about a hundred of the 45,000 negatives included such important
occasions as the handing over of Petworth House to the National Trust, with Harold MacMillan
making a speech, as well as Petworth's celebrations on V.E. Day, a B.B.C. Brains Trust, the
opening of the Hampers Green bus shelter by the Hon. Mrs Pamela Wyndham, accompanied
by her young son, Max (now Lord Egremont), retirement presentations to District Nurses and
Headmistresses (the Misses Wootton), the closure of the cinema and the opening of the Herbert
Shiner School. There were tea parties and dramatic societies' productions, - mostly in the late-
lamented Iron Room, now replaced by two houses behind the NatWest Bank, Lord Leconfield's
funeral procession, the Polish camp in the Park, an early sale of Leconfield properties, the
demolition of the church spire. There was the disappearing farm scene - rick thatching and corn
stooking. There were the perennial flood and lambing pictures, with dramatic snow scenes
from the winter of 1962/3. The impactof the War was there, with the Petworth Mobile Canteen,
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donated by the people of St. Kitts, ladies ringing the church bells and a strong, all-female St.
Mary's Church choir, robed.

By this time, Garland was producing far fewer 'rustic character' portraits - we saw only
one - but for members who have only heard of Petworth personalities such as Fred. Streeter,
Lady Shakerley, Mrs Beaufoy, Fred Knight, Mrs Mant, here they were in person, with the
'ordinary’ folk, many of them in the audience, although not always prepared to admit it!

Lastly, there were the humorous studies, some specially staged, like the young teno;
horn player serenading an apparently appreciative pig, and another pig, the prize at a bowling
game at the ploughing match, being retrieved after an escape bid.

It was clear by the end of the programme, that the audience's appetite had been whetted
for another selection from the same period at a future date - the only problem being, where to
accommodate everyone else who will want to come along as well!

KCT

Training and Talent - young musicians at
the Leconfield Hall

Eleven accomplished musicians aged between 12 and 17 blew, plucked, bowed and sang to a
full house on Saturday night in the Leconfield Hall, raising funds for the refurbishment of the
Hall next year. Of course every one had talent, but equally importantly, they all showed the
benefit of proper training in the production of music from their instruments and in the art of
public performance. It was a concert to enjoy, not a competition, and you could sit back and
enjoy it without clinging to the edge of your seat in anticipation of impending disaster. They
were much too assured for that. I was impressed to hear some equally at home on two very
different instruments.

I felt that all the performers gave their best - and some of the youngest equalled the best
performances. But as it was not a competition, comparisons would be invidious, so I shall list
the performers with their ages and instruments:- Tom Adsett (16) saxophone, Antonia
Alonazo (12) cello, Kate Conway (16) soprano, Harriet Disley (12) harp, Nathan Fynes (16)
trumpet and trombone, Neil Hampshire (14) piano and cornet, Roury Hewson (12) treble,
Jonathon Manning (12) piano and keyboard, Georgina Rogers (17) piano, Julia Shipway (13)
harp, Keren Sneller (17) Mezzo-soprano. The accompanists included Terence Allbright and
Malcolm Brinson.

The excellence of the several solo brass players is a real tribute to the Petworth Town
Band - what amarvellous training ground for young musicians in this area. Another fine group
of musicians attend the Hindhead Music Centre; and then nearer home, there were pupils of
Ann Lampard, Diana Paine, Paula Streeter, Terence Allbright, and Malcolm Brinson who,
with Judy Disley, compere, put together this highly successful and enjoyable event.

Raymond Harris - Leconfield Hall and Petworth Festival Committees
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Young musicians at the Leconfield Hall.
A photograph by David Wort.

Petworth Fair 1998

Wednesday 18th pm

Red cones in the Cut and water in the bollard holes. Usually one bollard is rusted into
the rim, and tonight is no exception, the last one's, at first sight, immovable. Harris Brothers
can't risk coming in tomorrow and finding a bollard can't be moved. It takes a lot of heaving,
some very hard tugging and just a little thoughtful persuasion by John and Fred before it finally
comes out, rather like an unwilling tooth. Robert and I look on. The "Council' have allegedly
greased the bollards recently but this looks very arguable.

Cones stored away in the Leconfield Hall for tomorrow. The heavy-based bus stop
comes out for its annual airing. A day and a half in New Street then back to its den in the Hall.
How often does one catch sight of it in spring or summer when the sun's shining into the corner
by the spiral stair and think of grey November days. Robert trundles it across the Square to New
Street. When the covers are dropped into the bollard holes the stale water spreads over the Cut.
Hoping the weather will keep like this: mild and clear, cold later doubtless. Rain possible late
Friday the forecasters say. John and Fred look for marks in the Square that indicate where the
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By tradition this photograph is of Mr Sutton, Leconfield Estate Clerk of the Works, on
the church steeple about 1900. The photograph is probably by Walter Kevis.
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another such Petworth figure was Thomas Seward who had premises in the Market Square
where another ironmonger still plies his trade, Seward proclaimed his trade to be ‘Ironmonger,
Brazier, Tin Plate Worker, Cutler, Locksmith, Bell Hanger and Gunsmith.' A member of the
Seward family was to found the Albert Institute above the premises in the Square and prior
to the demolition of the property in 1866 he transferred his resources to the Petworth Institute
in East Street.
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One can go on and on reflecting over the names of shopkeepers and trying to identify long
forgotten items from the bills, however a proper inventory must be carried out of the surviving
documents and another as yet uncatalogued parcel in the hands of the West Sussex Record
Office before a much wider picture of the Petworth of 1840 can be portrayed.
We leave Harriet Palmer on her death which probably occurred sometime after May 7th
1847 when a final entry was made in an account nook, she may have lived a while longer but
she does not appear in the 1851 census. A note on the back of her last will and testament
probably written by an executor rather ignominiously lists her funeral expenses of £68.7s.1d
under the heading of liabilities, certainly not a fitting end to potentially one of the best
documented women in Petworth's recent history.
Miles Costello

A couple of two pound Jam-jars!

[ was born in Grove Street at 329H, although we would later move across the road to Percy
Terrace. My father and grandfather both worked for the Estate, the former as a "rough"
carpenter, working basically outside, while my father was in the electric house, looking after
the big Ruston and Hornsby engines. One whole day a week he'd spend going round to the
big houses that used the Estate electricity plant, to check the meters. I particularly remember
him going to Hillyers.

Miss Bartlett was at the Infants School when 1 went there. It was on the site of the
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a friendship with some of the village boys; we used to play in some old cattle sheds if it was
raining - then get wet walking home! I've often seen Grandad Hill making skeps or grafting
mistletoe into his apple trees, making an incision with a sharp knife and putting the seed in.
He'd put a little wire cage over the incision to stop the birds pulling the seed out. He'd take
honeycomb from the hive and give it to me to eat. Sometimes we'd walk from Petworth to
Camelsdale on a Sunday. My grandparents had been bomn, both of them, at Colhook and
married at Northchapel. Grandmother had been an Adsett.

When I was about to leave the Boys' School, the batteries at Lord Leconfield's battery
house were being changed. The electrician lodged with us while he was doing this and took
me along to help him. It was the summer holiday. I'd never seen anything like the great plates
that were used, positive and negative, eight of each, and weighing 16 and 32 Ibs each
respectively. Each plate was placed in a cell and a clip put on. The electrician worked with
alead welding set. This was my first effective job and lasted at least three weeks: my elder
brother helped too. My father had worked for Lord Leconfield before the 1914-1918 war,
gone off to the war, and returned. I think perhaps Mr Ballard took over from him eventually;
I'm not quite sure.

=

Invoice for Bill Ford re paraffin.
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cottage in Angel Street. It was, unfortunately, demolished in 1939.




Demolition of old cottage in Angel Street July 1939.

(Photograph by George Garland.)

My first real job was as apprentice at Denmans' in East Street, repairing and restoring
antique furniture for resale. We did a lot of French polishing too. A large workshop extended
right back behind the retail premises to Messrs Knights in Lombard Street. Most of the
furniture that came back to the workshop had been bought in sales. Ron Denman worked in
the back with Messrs Callingham, Arthur Duncton, Aubrey Salter and myself - very much the
junior. Feet are particularly vulnerable on old furniture and we often had to make new feet,
darken them up and then "distress' them with a few judicious blows with a hammer - standard
practice still.

My brother Bill, in his early days, delivered paraffin with a two-wheeled hand-cart. I'd
left Petworth by this time but once when he wasn't well and I happened to be at home I had
to do his round for him. Byworth I particularly remember. When I'd finished, I handed over
the money to my mother as my brother always did. I'd taken out a couple of beers for my
trouble. When my mother said, "You bring more home than Bill does," I felt rather easier
about the two beers I'd treated myself to.

George Ford was talking to the Editor.

Dry as dust?

On the face of it, a dusty bundle of correspondence at Petworth House dealing with the letting
of Tillington Cottage between 1906 and 1919 will offer little to interest readers of this
Magazine. Such documentation may perhaps be the stuff of historical record, but can it be
of any more general interest? The fact that E. V. Lucas rented the cottage for the final part
of this period might arouse perhaps a flicker of interest but Lucas is probably not much read
nowadays and will be little more than a name to most. The bundle is sizeable, some two
hundred and ninety documents in all, the ultimate in ephemera, just a tiny fraction of the vast
volume of paperwork produced by the Leconfield Estate in its early century heyday and
commemorating landlord and tenant relationships now long forgotten. Here are letters from
the tenant, discoloured carbon copies of handwritten replies from the agent - typing would be
reserved for particularly formal letters - letters, usually abortive, enquiring about the Cottage's
availability, even the occasional telegram. Some letters are in E. V. Lucas' unmistakeable
handwriting. The agent, whether H. E. Watson until 1909 or the unrelated J. B. Watson after,
deals personally with everything, Lord Leconfield may occasionally be consulted but remains
always at a remove. Dry as the dust that is worn into the heavy duty containing envelope?
Perhaps.

Tillington Cottage was one of three properties in Tillington regularly let out by the
Leconfield Estate at this time in the early century, Tillington House being far the most
imposing of the three. Another, smaller, property was let out to Miss Curzon, then to A.E.W.
Mason the novelist. There are occasional references to this house in the Tillington Cottage
correspondence. In 1906 the tenant at the Cottage is Captain Ommanney, apparently freshly
installed and clearly retired from the Royal Navy. Kelly's Directory for 1907 lists him as
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Letter from E.V. Lucas re vacating Tillington Cottage
January 1919. The recipent is J.B. Watson, Agent of the
Leconfield Estate.

[Reproduced courtesy of Lord Egremont.]
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refractory outside (and inside)
W.C.s, of grease traps, Eagle stoves
and low water pressure, of loose
boxes and hayricks - all the minutiae
of a way of life that has largely
vanished. They tell too of attitudes,
of harassed agents, of the overriding
bond between agent and well-to-
do tenant, of the Essex rector
looking askance as the Admiral
helps with the removals in the
gathering rain. If we do not ask too
much of them these documents will
tell us a great deal. In their very
unpretentiousness -lies their
strength. If we seek to construct a
biography from them or delineate a
personality they will not carry the
weight. Audrey Lucas'
recollections show how much is
missing.

Audrey Lucas' E.V. Lucas.
A Portrait (1939) is a sympathetic
study, particularly of the pre-
Tillington period, but studiously
reticent about the years after 1919,
E.V. Lucasdied in 1938. His semi-
autobiographical Reading, Writing
and Remembering (1932) gives the
occasional insight without dealing
with Tillington Cottage in any
detail. Like so many writers of the
period (and not just that period)
Lucas wrote far too much. He lived
from his writing and publication
deadlines were probably never far
away. Novels like Over Bemertons
(1908), were very popular in their
time but probably little read now.
Highways and Byways in Sussex
(1904) remains a standard and
second-hand copies can be

expensive. Anthologies like The Second Post (1910) are still serviceable. Verse was largely
occasional. The solid two volume life of Charles Lamb (1905) testifies to some hard scholarly-
work. Lucas sat round the Punch table for many years from 1903 and moved with apparent
equanimity among an Oxbridge set with whom he might well have felt ill-at-ease. His own
schooling had been very disrupted, Audrey Lucas putting it down to her grandfather's
insistence on sending "E.V." wherever it was cheapest. Only the generosity of a Quaker uncle
enabled Lucas to attend lectures at University College, London. His earliest literary ventures
had been as a journalist on a local Brighton newspaper.

George Garland used to recall how as a boy, living at the Railway Inn, he would watch
the Petworth litterati, E.V. Lucas and A.E.W. Mason pacing up and down the station platform
waiting for the London train. It may be that it was this that turned his thoughts to journalism,
for his career always combined photography with newspaper work and initially he seems to
have taken photographs to accompany his first journalistic efforts and give them a little more
weight. Incidentally, talking of writers of that time, I once read somewhere that James Elroy
Flecker, poet and playwright lived for a short time at Newlands. Did he?

P.

I am grateful to Lord Egremont for permission to quote from the Tillington Cottage

' correspondence.

[Tillington Cottage was effectively destroyed by fire some thirty years ago and the present
Cottage is its replacement. It no longer belongs to the Leconfield Estate. Ed.]

New Members

Mr and Mrs Bishop, Duncton Mill House, Dyehouse Lane, Duncton.

Mrs M.V. Hibbard, Bramble, Richman's Lane, Plaistow.

Mrs Ellen McCabe, 948 Bayshore Drive, Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689 USA.
Mr T. Shepherd, c/o 5 Rosemary Lane, Petworth.

Mr and Mrs Shew, Chanctonbury, Nyetimber Copse, West Chiltington.

Mr and Mrs K. Turrell, 15 Canada Grove, Bognor Regis.

Mr and Mrs R.J. Whatley, Wayside, Summerfield Road, Bath.
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Spring Activities

if you have returned Activities Sheet for P.C.M. Friends.

Monday March 15th Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Launch of the Petworth Cottage Museum Friends along with Stewards
Evening. Everyone welcome. Frank Gray, Curator of the South East Film and
Video Archive will give a presentation on "Early Sussex film-makers''.

Thursday March 25th Admission £1.50

Open Evening Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Celebrating the Society's Silver
Jubilee. We have been to considerable trouble to produce a programme
illustrating the Society's progress in the twenty-five years since 1974. You
will be surprised!

In conjunction with National Trust Open Evening 5.00 - 7.00 p.m.

Saturday March 27th Leconfield Hall 10 - 5. Admission free.
The Petworth Society at home in conjunction with Petworth Cottage Museum.

A display, probably on two floors. Free entrance to the Cottage Museum. Not
to be missed!

The A.G.M. is on Wednesday May 26th when Janet Davidson will speak on
"An English woman in the Ukraine". United Reformed Hall.

Walks Cars leave Petworth Square at 2.15.

Sunday = March 14th Peggy's Daffodil Walk.
Sunday  April 1l1th [an and Pearl's Spring Walk.
Sunday May  16th "At large with David and Linda".
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NB. If you use the reverse of this form to join the Friends of Petworth Cottage Museum there is a "potted" activities
sheet on the last page of the Magazine.

The Leconfield Hall is vital to the Society and will be closed for very extensive renovation from Easter at least until
mid-October. Therefore the usual April meeting will not take place and t.2 A.G.M. will be held in the hall of the
United Reformed Church. We have put on a very full March programme to make up for this.

Please note three important March events:

Monday March 15th Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

Launch of the Petworth Cottage Museum Friends along with Stewards Evening. Everyone welcome. Frank Gray,
Curator of the South East Film and Video Archive will give a presentation on "Early Sussex film-makers'".

Thursday March 25th  Admission £1.50

Open Evening Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Celebrating the Society's Silver Jubilee. We have been to considerable
trouble to produce a programme illustrating the Society's progress in the twenty-five years since 1974. You will be
surprised!

In conjunction with National Trust Open Evening 5.00 - 7.00 p.m.

Saturday March 27th Leconfield Hall 10 - 5. Admission free.
The Petworth Society at home in conjunction with Petworth Cottage Museum.

A display, probably on two floors. Free entrance to the Cottage Museum. Not to be missed!

The A.G.M. is on Wednesday May 26th when Janet Davidson will speak on ""An English woman in the Ukraine'".
United Reformed Hall.

Walke (Cars leave Petworth Savare at 2.15.

Sunday March 14th Peggy's Daffodil Walk.
Sunday April  11th Ian and Pearl's Spring Walk.
Sunday May 16th "At large with David and Linda".

Several members have asked about the availability of Window Press books. They are available direct from Trowels,
Pound Street, Petworth GU28 ODX. Please add something for postage.

Tread Lightly Here - Petworth's Ancient Streets 9.50* Summer 1999 price

In the Feast of St Edmund the King - Petworth Fair 1189-1993 9.50* Summer 1999 price

Not Submitted Elsewhere. Garland Photographs pre-1920s 7.50

Petworth Time out of Mind photographs pre-1920 6.50

Old and New, Teasing and True photographs to 1939 9.50

Men with Laughter in their Hearts 7.50 photographs 1930s

Tales of Old Petworth 7.50

Cloakbag and Common Purse 4.95 Enclosure of Petworth Park

As to the limited edition books

Tread Lightly Here (150 copies) - a history of Ebernoe (1996) is sold out.

So Sweet as the Phlox is (250 copies) - Florence Rapley's Diary 1909-1912 - we have a dozen copies remaining at
£20.

John Sirgood's Way - the Story of the Loxwood Dependants - some copies remaining at £40. 150 numbered copies
printed.

Don't forget Cottage Museum Friends form overleaf!

Happy Easter! Peter

N.B. The first shall be last? Did you notice the slip in the Chairman's Notes? It's the old boy's handwriting
again! Petworth people, of course, will be first to see the new season's Petworth House!




The Petworth Cottage Trust
Patrons : The Rt Hon. Lord Egremont, DL,
and Lady Egremont

FRIENDS OF THE PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM

The Petworth Cottage Trust was formed in 1995 to set up and
manage the Petworth Cottage Museum at 346 High Street. An
estate worker's cottage has been restored and furnished to match
as closely as possible the conditions you would have found had
you visited the occupant, Mrs Mary Cummings, in about 1910
when she was a seamstress at Petworth House.

If you have already visited the museum since it opened in May
1996 you will know of the warm welcome into what might be
your grand or great-grandparents’ home. Nearly 2,500 visitors
have experienced this pleasure every year.What is its secret?
While we call the cottage a museum, it does not really fit the
usual conception of a museum. The cottage is Mrs Cummings's
home, and the stewards welcome you into the privacy of what is
for the afternoon effectively their own home too. There is a
warm fire in the sitting-room, and the kettle is boiling on the
hob. Upstairs, Mrs Cummings is in her sewing-room surrounded
by pins, needles, pattems and pincushions from the days when
clothes were made and mended, before throw-away garments,
before electricity in the home. The friendly atmosphere of the
museum is, we think, unique. .

The stewards give their time free. Much of the work in setting
up the museum was provided without charge, as were many of
the artifacts and furnishings. Lord Egremont has given the trust
occupation at a peppercom rent. Nevertheless as is usual with
small museums the charge for admission does not bring in
enough for the museum to pay its way. We have therefore had
to rely partly on fund raising, and we are now forming

FRIENDS OF THE PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM.

Everyone in the neighbourhood of Petworth who knows and
values the museum is encouraged to become a Friend and so
make an individual contribution to what has become an
important attraction in this historic little town.

The Peiworth Cottage Trust, 346 High Street, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 OAU

Registered in England as a company limited by guarantee :
company number 301674T: registered charity number 1044840

ERIENDS OF THE PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM
APPLICATION FORM

Initials Sumame (block capilals please)

Address (block capitals please)

Telephone number (optional)

The minimum membership fee is £1C per annum. If you would like to
contribute more than the minimum the trustees would be very grateful.

If you wish to contribute £10 annually please tick this box

If you wish to contribute a greater sum annually please
enter it in this box

Signature

When completed please send this form to the Friends' secretary
Mrs Kate Wardle, 151 Whites Green, Lurgashall, PETWORTH
GU28 9BD

Standing Order to Bank or Building Society

Name and address of bank/building society

Please pay to The Petworth Cottage Trust - Friends Account at
National Westminster Bank, Market Square, Petworth, West
Sussex, GU28 OAL (branch code 60:16:27, account number
50966073) the sum of £ on and
thereafter annually until further notice from me/us in writing,
debiting my/our account number

Signed

Full name )
)
) BLOCK
) CAPITALS
) PLEASE
)
)
)

Address

After signing please send this pplication to the Friends'
secretary, Mrs Kate Wardle, at 151 Whites Green, Lurgashall,
PETWORTH, GU28 9BD (telephone 01798 342354) together
with your payment in cash or t'y cheque made out to The
Petworth Cottage Trust, unless you prefer to pay by bank or
building society standing order : in that event please complete
the standing order form. The form also has a deed of covenant
section which we hope you wi'l complete and send in too, for
it enables the trustees to claim an income tax refund at no extra
cost to you if you are a basic rite taxpayer; and if you pay
income tax at the higher rate the covenanted payment even
reduces your tax bill,

Deed of Covenant

I promise to pay The Petworth Cottage Trust each year for four
years, or until I die if earlier, such a sum as after deduction of
income tax at the basic rate amounts to £ , the first
payment to be made on

Signed and delivered as a deed

Full name

BLOCK
Address CAPITALS
PLEASE

Date

Signature
of witness

Full name )
) BLOCK
e ) CAPITALS
PLEASE







