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Partners in Petworth — the Society and
Cottage combine 1n a new venture

It was probably only the prospect of a wet evening that saved us from having to put out the
"House Full' notice when the Society hosted a highly successful and enjoyable event with the
Cottage Museum Trust and Friends, which had been suggested and arranged by Ann Bradley,
whose original idea resulted in the establishment of the Museum.

The members of the Circle Eight Film Group describe themselves as 'professional

amateurs' and certainly the cinematography and costumes in their Millennium Year production
'"The Tales of the Pilgrims' Way' justified the claim.
Chaucer's Pilgrims' Way from London to Canterbury is well documented but it seems there
is little historical evidence for one from Winchester to Canterbury, although the ancient
footpaths along the North Downs could have been used and it was these that were followed
by the Pilgrim Morris Men from Guildford in the film. Unsurprisingly, they made much of
their patronage of the hostelries en route, leading the audience to wonder whether they would
ever reach Becket's shrine, or whether indeed, they cared.

Along the way they unearthed tales that were interesting, amusing, amazing and
shocking in equal measure. Some, like the story behind St. Swithun's Day and forty more of
rain, are popular legends. Others, such as the Battle of Alton in the Civil War and the horse-
drawn Surrey Iron Railway of 1801, are historical fact. Others again, were biographical
accounts of the famous: Jane Austen at Chawton and finally, at Winchester, George Watts
and his magnificent memorial chapel and gallery at Compton (visited by the Society some
years ago, again at the instigation of Ann Bradley) and Churchill at Chartwell. Perhaps the
most intriguing were the explanations, no doubt based on fact, but embroidered by the telling
overthe years, of, for example, Lady Tichborne's Dole, Mother Ludlam's Cauldron (Waverley
Abbey), the trial of Christopher Slaughterford (Loseley Park), the Miller of Reigate Hill, the
Baker and the Countless Stones (Kit's Coty), the Holy Rood of Boxley and Nell Cook's
Revenge over Friar Thomas (Canterbury).

Having started with the murder of Thomas Becket, the film was brought to a moving
conclusion with King Henry II making the pilgrimage to Canterbury to seek atonement for
the terrible deed he had inspired. The credits rolled, revealing, if not a cast of thousands,
nearly two hundred involved in the production, 27 years after its conception and four years
in the making. It may not be long before the Circle Eight Film Group are invited back to screen

another of their award-winning efforts.
KCT
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Vanguard Productions ar the Christmas Evening.

From a slide by Ian Godsmark.
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Deborah’s Crossword

ENE DeEEEE

Across

1 Site of ancient yew forest,
which legend has it was
planted by Druids (7,4)

9 Genus of heath plant,
varieties of which grow on
downland (5)

10 Wide, continuous stretch
of land (7)

11 Protective covering from
knee to ankle, useful for
walkers and farm workers
@)

12 A member of culturally
advanced race who lefi their
mark in Sussex, notably at
15 ac. (5)

13 Dialect word for

“matted”, notably used of
sheep’s wool (6)

15 Downland village,
famous for its
archaeological remains (6)
19 Usual shape of Bronze
Age barrows (5)

21 Heavenly like the voice
one might expect to hear at
23 ac.! (7)

23 Its “Shepherds’ Church”
is said to be haunted by the
song of a phantom choir
boy (7)

24 Aromatic downland herb
elD)

25 ... and some summer

plants with blue-purple

blooms (11)

Down

2 Pretty village — the chosen
place of retreat for Wells’
Invisible Man (5)

3 Essential if you are
planning a downland walk
(6)

4 Poisonous snake most
commonly found on
sheltered southern slopes
(5)

5 Chalk giant who
dominates the downs at
Wilmington (4,3)

6 C20th Sussex poet — the
“boy that sings on Duncton
Hill” (6)

7 Flowerless plant, and a
species of moth found in
chalky areas (4)

9 Get up and climb the hill
(3)

14 Prehistoric downland site
now a popular viewing
point (7)

16 Dialect name for horse
hoe (5)

17 Plant which can be used
in salads (6)

18 Beet — used as animal
food (6)

19 Country path used for
horse travel (4)

20 Furrow for sowing seeds
()

22 Geological stratum (5)
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Old Rotherbridge Farm

Kath Vigar writes:

My father told me so many interesting stories of the time when we worked in the
farmhouse at Rotherbridge and was aiso a carter's boy at that time. He was 12 years old so
I'm going right back to 1896. Just fancy, dad used to walk from those old cottages in the middle
of Upperton Hill (they are all modernised now) to Rotherbridge Farm. What stamina he must
have had!

Dad's job in the farmhouse was
toclean all shoes, cutlery and windows.
He then took his stint at general work
around the farm. One funny story he
told was a lady gave him lots of shoes to
help with their large family, dad forgot
to pair them up so the girls walked
aboutin odd shoes. If the heels differed
grandad chopped a piece off, very sad
but to me hilarious.

Another story which still gives
me the creeps, dad was walking up
Hungers Lane to go home. It was dusk,
and he heard a rustling coming towards
him, there were hundreds of rats run-
ning towards him, he jumped up on the
bank and the rats carried on scrambling
over each other in their mad rush. Dad
always said rats can smell water a mile
away and were all making for the river.
They must have collected from the farms
around. I wonder if the rat population
has depleted?

I remember in the field opposite
the farmhouse was a natural spring on
the hottest of days the water was stone

cold.
I'm sending you a snap Peter of me on the bridge with a friend and his small daughter,

That was when it was in three parts — hated it.

Kath Vigar with friends on the old three
part bridge at Rotherbridge 1930's.
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The 4th Battalion Royal Sussex

Re Miles Costello's article in Magazine 106 concerning recruiting in August 1914 Mr Owen
Bridger observes that there was a memorial plaque to the 4th battalion in the Tillington Road
Armoury. The battalion had five companies and "D" company traditionally recruited in the
Petworth — Midhurst area: it was territorial. Most of the Leconfield Estate workers would
have been members. Despite the letter's apparent misgivings, "D" company must have
recruited heavily in the area. They were at Gallipoli and then further east but they did not fight
on the western front. Owen adds, "I wrote to Lord Egremont regarding the plaque several
years ago and he gave permission for it to be removed to the Rousillon Barracks at Chichester,
home of the Royal Military Police and it now occupies an honoured position over the stairway."

Incidentally, Owen believes that Jack Summersell's father who was a recruiting
sergeant, lived in the Armoury and that Jack in fact was born there.

Petworth Station Remembered

Kath Vigar's recollections of Petworth Station made me realise how much the station has been
involved with my life. Living, as I did, at Heath End, Petworth Station was part of our
playground. We were friendly with the porters' and station master's children and were allowed
to play on the railway line, no one seemed to worry about possible danger. We went up into
the signal box to watch the signals being changed and a staff with metal rings around it was
broughtdown from the signal box and passed to the guard on the train before he could continue
his journey. Under the railway bridge was a spring which came through a pipe. The water
from it had a taste that I can still remember.

We travelled to London frequently to stay with aunts and grandparents while from
when I was four I went first to Petworth Infants School, then the Girls School in East Street,
to begin with in a horse and cab and then in Mr Morais' laundulette. From the age of nine I
travelled daily by train to Chichester High School. At first we could go right through via
Midhurst, Cocking, Singleton and Lavant, but during my school years that part of the line was
cut out and the journey from Midhurst to Chichester continued by bus,

In 19381 joined my father at the Heath End garage and Petworth Station came back into
my life. I was driving our taxi to pick up passengers and take them wherever they were going,
Graffham, Sutton, Barlavington ... In 1942 [ left Sussex to live in Lincoln where I have been ever
since but Petworth Station remained a part of my life. I'd come back to visit my parents who were
stillat Heath End. It was a very tedious journey with around six changes. Finally the Pulborough-
Midhurstrail link was closed. For my last train journey south I had to get on a bus at Pulborough
for Petworth and then another at Petworth for Heath End. Then a car came into our lives and
from the sixties onward Petworth Station was only glanced at over the bridge whilst out walking.

Finally we had no one at Heath End and wishing to stay in that area we spotted in a
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brochure a Louise Rapley was running a B and B at Petworth Station. As my middle name
1s Louisa and she had my maiden name we were interested. We contacted her but had to wait
until the second bedroom she was having built was completed.

When we finally arrived what nostalgia. The old waiting room was made into a large
Lounge Diner. The staff area is the Rapleys' living quarters. When we were taken to the new
en suite double bedroom by Mike Rapley I remarked that I did not seem to recognise that part
of the station. Mike's reply was, ""You wouldn't because it was the men's 100s."

It was grand staying there. The line; a lawn. The embankment a terrace garden. The
next time we went, there were tables on the platform for meals in good weather and other
improvements.

Margaret Thimbleby

A Sunday School Lesson in 1912 —
or Mr Knyvett chooses a difficult book

It is fair to say that Carey Knyvett was Florence Rapley's favourite curate. He would leave
Petworth during the early part of the 1914-1918 war but it is more than probable that if
Florence were well enough she would have continued to correspond with him. In later years
Carey Knyvett would be Bishop of Selby butin 1912 he was at the very beginning of his career
and the junior of two Petworth curates serving under Mr Penrose.

It would appear from the following letter, written to Mr Pitfield the churchwarden, that
the curates did at least some of the Sunday School teaching and also that there were special
books for Sunday School instruction, presumably diocesan. The letter indicates some of the
potential difficulties facing an inexperienced curate and the enclosed lesson plan portrays the
difference between Sunday School teaching then and now.

The Collect for the 2™ Sunday in Advent records:

Blessed Lord, who has caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; Grant
that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by
patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast the blessed hope
of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Master Knyvett's letter runs:

Dear Mr Pitfield, Dec 7

They tell that I chose too difficult a book for Sunday School, the children not taking to

Jeremiah. Therefore the book has gone back. But between the departure of the old and the
arrival of the new, I have drawn up a lesson on the Bible for tomorrow. This is quite
inadequate, and but moderately cyclostyled, but I thought it might serve as a kind of guide.
I enclose another lesson by Potter and Sherd, who are known to you.
My apologies for troubling you. Yours sincerely, Carey Knyvett.

The identity of Potter and Sherd is not clear, nor is this particular enclosure extant,
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Mr Knyvett writes to Mr Pitfield about the Sunday School. December 1912.
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Mr Knyvett's lesson outline is as follows:

2" Sunday in Advent The Bible

Introduction: Ask for the Collect. Can they explain Scriptures (scribe, inscribe, writing).
Mark — digest (food meant to do good) comfort (strength given by thinking of Christ's
suffering etc — embrace (welcome to our homes).

1)

What are the Holy Scriptures?

Holy Bible. The Book. Two parts. O. and N.T.

Testament = will (of God) written before and after Christ's life on earth.
So Jesus knew O.T.

O.T. history. Law, Poetry, Prophecy.

N.T. history (5 books) Epistles (letters) Prophecy — call of God

Tell of the past (Israel From Egypt. Jesus Christ)

For_example

of the present — warnings of the gospel

of the future — Matthew xxiv 42-46 patience, hope.

How did they come?

God told men to write it down compare Jeremiah

Disciples of their own accord when Jesus was gone compare helpers of St Paul. Few
wrote. Valued highly and referred to, Persecutors destroyed them. Some left —
collected, Kept safely — copied slowly (i) by hand (ii) in unknown tongue — God put
it into mind of men to invent printing — very slow — few machines. The King said,
"Every church a Bible." Chained like other books. Now everywhere compare Bibles
for the Blind.

How to use? 2 Timothy iii 14 to end. Collect.

God's book to be used as God wishes. How does the Church use it?

(Lessons: Readings.) Read daily carefully — regularly (when young — then missed
if discontinued when old).

One wonders whether the children remembered Mr Knyvett's exhortations in later

years — perhaps they remembered the curate himself rather than what he said. Florence
Rapley's diary references to Carey Knyvett are to be found in So Sweet as the Phlox Is (1994).

P
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Petworth Coronation Celebrations in 1953. Two scenes in Golden Square.
Photographs by George Garland.




A corner of Petworth. Drawing by P. Burton 1976.

Rob Pulling, Jim Taylor and Tommy Castle. See "l seem to connect her with lorgnettes ... f
Photograph courtesy of Jim Taylor.
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I was often at Petworth during the war and often too helping my uncle, Tom Morley on
his Selham farm. He had a fencing business (now Wests), a farm and a haulage business. I'd
goround with the driver picking up milk from local farms to take to the Co-op collection point
in Guildford. Toward the end of the war, Uncle Tom produced miles of chestnut fencing
which was taken from Selham to the South Coast. It was to be lashed onto the front of tanks
as they landed in France. The rope lashing would be cut and the fencing would then give the
tanks immediate traction on stone, shingle or sand. I'd also work on the farm. [ once went
to Midhurst cinema with Petula Clark. We were both about twelve. Aslremember she was
visiting Lodsworth at the time and singing on Worker's Playtime — I may be wrong about this.
By the early years of the war my father's job had taken him to the United States. We still came
to Petworth for Christmas, Mum and I. Mum would take the quartet down to the Pheasant
Copse, this time to sing carols for the Canadian troops. Later she did the same for the free Poles.

One last memory. I enlisted in the Royal Navy in 1946. When I was on home leave in
Petworth in 1947 1 was often round at Mrs Tunks' café in Golden Square (now Oak Apple
Trading). There [ became friendly with the steeplejacks who were taking down the steeple. They
were down to just above the tower and I had a day or so demolishing the steeple. I did quite a
fair bit although I wasn't actually paid for it. I had to report back to the Navy the following day.

[ haven't been to Petworth, as I say, since the early sixties and I've spent a happy few
days looking round. I was back in England for a squadron reunion. The estates to the south
of the town surprised me, my basic recollection being of the fields and allotments I had known
in the 1930s and 1940s. As anyone returning, I feel the loss of the intimate local shops and
pubs I knew once. For all that, however, Petworth, remains a recognisable entity in a world
of bewildering change. Horsham I did find difficult to come to terms with. I wonder whether
I'll ever come back to Petworth again: Canada has been my home for nearly forty years,
certainly, once having come back, I feel I can live at ease with my memories.

Rob Pulling was talking to the Editor

Perspectives on the 1930s (2)

We give a further selection of photographs by S.T. Jerome, long time manager of the Midland
Bank in Golden Square. They offer once more a comparison with George Garland's work at
the same time. Like the previous pictures they have been carefully printed by Mr Tim Austin
of Bexhill and appear by courtesy of Mrs Mary Fraser. Regarding the picture of New Zealand
troops in 1939 in the last Magazine (page 42) Mrs Fraser recalls that the armoured vehicle had
broken down. It was part of a convoy and arrangements were being made to fix it "Mervyn",
who was in charge went down for a quick snack to Mrs Jerome's at North Mead, remarking
how good it was "just to sit down in someone's house." When Mrs Jerome was concerned that
he might be left behind, he replied, ""No chance of that, I'm the driver." Titles in inverted
commas are original captions.
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wild daffodils at Bedham abour 1905.
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A photograph by John Smith.

1) "Cornfield, harvesting,
Petworth 1934." Sheaves
would be an everyday sight
at the time, and this kind of
scene is occasionally
replicated by George
Garland even after 1945.
Precise location uncertain,
possibly Langhurst Hill at
Balls Cross.

2) "Tuning in 1936."
A symbolic picture
not really replicated
by Garland. The
sitter is not local : he
lived at Petersfield.
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3) "Coronation Day 1937."
The Petworth fire brigade
float appears in several
Garland pictures taken on
the day as also in other
pictures taken by S.T.
Jerome. This is Park Road
looking down Pound Street.

4) Mary Jerome at the Gog
lodges Christmasday 1938.
Petworth church steeple
just visible in the distance.
StMary's would sometimes
be called "the cathedral of
the Downs."

5) "Burton Mill in 1938."
There is obvious Garland
parallel to this picture.

6) "Sussex and County
British Legion Rally at
Eastbournein 1938." S.T.
Jerome had strong links
with the Legion, It may
be that he has here picked
out the Petworth
contingent. Possibly
however he is looking for
a general view.
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7) "Floods at Stopham Bridge January 1939." Very much a Garland speciality too. The soft
focus gives a rather impressionistic picture.

Early Days at Ifold
(2) Do you normally take your gun to the
Onslow?

[Note: The following is excerpted from a tape made by Petworth Society member Geoff
Philpott in 1990 as an appreciation of C.H. Bayley’s 1988 book “Ifold, Loxwood and
Plaistow, three forgotten border villages.” It takes the rough form of a conversation with Miss
Bayley whom Philpott had not been able to meet while in the area. The original tape runs for
ninety minutes but I have edited and rearranged to give some feeling of chronological
progression. The best commentary on the tape remains Miss Bayley's book particularly
chapters 1-4. Geoff Philpott died not long after he returned to Australia. As he perhaps half-
suspected, this was to be his last trip back to Loxwood. Ed.]

I expect you too were at Loxwood when war was declared. It was before there were
radios in cars and we had heard in Loxwood without, perhaps, really realising the full
consequences. When we arrived back in Thornton Heath that evening (it was, I think, a
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Sunday), we heard from the radio that we had to collect gas masks from the nearest school.
Schools were to be used as distribution depots. In fact, for the remaining weeks of autumn
we continued coming down to Ifold but it wasn’t long before Ericsson telephones, with whom
I was by now serving my apprenticeship, sent me off to Scotland for a year. Ididn’t see Ifold
for the whole of 1940. I came home in February 1941 and did two things. I bought a motor-
cycle and as I was now eighteen I signed up for the Royal Navy. In 1943 I was discharged
as physically unfit with asthma. It was an old problem by now and I was already looking
toward the warmer drier climate of South Africa when the war ended. However, the war was
still going on and I had been discharged.

I decided the best thing to do was to go to the hut at Ifold and live as far as I could on
my wits. Initially, I was employed by Geoff Bristow at Plaistow. He had basically two jobs
for me, sorting scrap metal (something of a speciality for him) and driving a tractor in the
adjacent woodland where trees were being felled. One party of Italian P.O.Ws would fell the
trees, another party would cut and stack cord wood. Large vehicles would take away the
whole timber but I would move the cord wood. Being of a somewhat technical turn of mind
I didn’t find the work particularly fulfilling.

Ifold : an early 20th century postcard.

I heard of the existence of a secret research station on the Horsham-Guildford road. It
was connected with Woolwich Arsenal. Someone in the Drive at Ifold worked there and I
pressed him for information, but he was very cagey. No doubt he had to be. Eventually I wrote
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New Members

Mrs. A. Boakes

Mr. & Mrs. Dutton-Forshaw

Mrs. S. Harding
Lynette Humphrey
Mr. D. Johnston
Mrs. S. McMaster
Mr. & Mrs. S. Mein
Mrs. H. Nicholls
Mrs. M.J. Rainbow
Mr. J.I. Smith
Elizabeth Steer

Mr. & Mrs R. Tyler
Mr. D. Tyrell

Mr. R. Wakeford
Mr. & Mrs. R. Whitton
Lady Anita Wolseley
Mrs. V. Woolford
Margaret Yeo

4, Lund House, Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Four Winds House, Grove Lane, Petworth, GU28 OBT.
Wilmcote, Angel Street, Petworth, GU28 0BQ.

1, Grove Lane, Petworth, GU28 OBT.

7, Garsons Road, Southbourne, Emsworth, Hants., PO10 8HH.
Sylvan House, Alton Road, Farnham, Surrey, GU10 5EL.
Ridge House, Station Road, Petworth, GU28 OES.
Brownings Wing, Kirdford, Billingshurst.

8, Park Grove, Bromley, Kent, BR1 3HR.

Winter's Farm, Pulborough, RH20 1LB.

113, Pallance Road, Northwood, Isle of Wight, PO31 8LS.
26, Littlecote, Petworth, GU28 OEF.

Bank Flat, Queen Street, Stradbroke, Eye, Suffolk, IP21 SHZ,
350F, Cheery Orchard, Petworth, GU28 0BS.

23, Littlecote, Petworth.

Garden Cottage, Park Road, Petworth, GU28 ODS.

8, Redcot, Three Gates, Haslemere, GU27 2LL.

PO Box 1266, Matsapha, Swaziland.
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Another view of the ornamental gates in Petworth Park.
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