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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making. . P .

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society. , ‘

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr lan Godsmark, .
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Betty Hodson, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons,
Mrs Ros Staker, Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors :
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)

Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark

Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives ‘
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

Welcome to a new year and a new Magazine cover. This time Jonathan has worked from
a classic Garland photograph from the late 1930s.

You will be pleased to learn that subscriptions remain as last vear, although
donations over and above are always welcome. The very successful book sales have
everything to do with a stable subscription level as they do with the continuing quality of
this Magazine. As you know we are al ways interested in your unwanted books.

We are ringing the changes on last year's innovations and introducing one or two
more. One innovation this year is an occasional public lecture on a more specialised
subject than the usual monthly meeting. We begin on March 19" with a talk on James
Murray, for a time land agent to Colonel Wyndham in the 1840s but very much more
than that. The lecture will be funded by Book Sale proceeds and could well signal a
series of similar talks. Admission will be less than for normal monthly meetings and
refreshment more spartan. There will be no raffle.

The Jubilee dinner was, as you know, a complete sell-out last year. We will repeat
the event this year. Numbers are again limited to 88, so earl y application is probably
imperative. We also give details of a Society visit to the Bluebell Railway and Sheffield
Park Gardens, a July visit to Ditchling Museum and Village will be advertised in the
June Magazine.

What else? The Book Sale draws visitors from all over the county and looks, for
the present at least, a fixture. Miles' Rogation Walk was extremely well-attended last
year and looks likely to attain the status of a tradition. A note on this year's event
Jfollows these thoughts. And don't forget Alison Neil on April 3rd as the sixth wife (of
Henry VIII). No tickets but Alison always draws a full house.

Lastly Mrs Nellie Duncton was a hundred years old this month. The Society sent a
card and a bougquet. How often have her inimitable recollections graced this Magazine!

Peter 24" January

SEE SEPARATE SHEETS FOR:

APRIL 27th SHEFFIELD PARK /

BLUEBELL RAILWAY VISIT.

JUNE 23rd MIDSUMMER'S EVE DINNER

PETWORTH HOUSE.
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Alison Neil is the sixth wife. Leconfield Hall April 3 .
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Beating the Parish Bounds

Sunday May 25" brings us round to yet another Rogation Sunday and the now more or less
traditional Petworth Society 'Beating the Bounds' walk. Following last year's rather strenuous
Hungers Lane 'stroll' we intend to take things a little easier and will perambulate the length
of the parish boundary that is encompassed by the Petworth Park wall. This effectively begins
at the New Lodge on the Tillington Road (opposite Hungers Lane and the Tillington
Almshouses) and carries on across the Park past the Upper Ponds to the Beezlebub Oak just
north of the Lower Pond at Hampers Green. The route is undulating but far from taxing, and
in order to add some variety will be circulatory, the return being via Snow Hill. It is planned
to putup temporary markers, to identify the parish boundary, which will be beaten as they are
passed, and with the expected presence of a member of the clergy to make the usual
Rogationtide blessing the walk will go some way to ensuring the continuation of an ancient
ritual dating back many centuries.

Remember to bring along a stout stick with which to beat the bounds and to ward off
the Tillington boys!

Itis planned to meet in the car park at 2:15 p.m. For further information contact Miles
Costello on 343227,

Swings and Roundabouts

The Harris family are celebrating 100 years of fairground operations out of the same base in
Ashington and so it was that Robert Harris, of the fifth generation, came to speak to us just
eight days before Fair Day, held on November 20" since before 1273. Robert said that the
history of the Fair runs in parallel with the history of Petworth and he was proud to be part
of that tradition.

The pleasure side of fairs was always and essentially linked with the market aspect —
sheep, horses, cattle and the hiring of labour — on what was often the one day's holiday in the year.

In 1833, Robert's great, great grandfather, a basket maker from Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
came to Cuckfield, set up as a timber merchant and established the family fairground business
with his five sons. Each of the brothers had his own roundabout.

The first roundabouts evolved from a training system for Italian knights, practising on
revolving targets. The Italian name for the device 'carosella’ gives us 'carousel'. These early
machines were for the amusement of children and we saw an illustration dated 1805. Because
there was no power source apart from the operator, they were of necessity quite small, but
eventually a horse was harnessed alongside, making ten circuits per ride.

Later still, steam engines made roundabouts up to 50 feet in diameter possible. At first,
the model horses were simply moved round and it is not known who first devised the overhead
mechanism to produce the 'galloping' motion.
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Meanwhile, switchbacks, originating in the Russian Steppes, chair-o-planes, from
Germany and other, often highly dangerous rides were introduced.

Petworth fair 2002. Photograph by Keith Sandall.

We were shown scenes of fairs in many Sussex villages in the last 100 years, as well
as photographs of the vehicles used for hauling the trailers and caravans: steam traction
engines and war surplus vehicles are still in operation today, 50 years on.

In 1896, the number of trailers allowed to be towed by one vehicle was limited to three,
plus a water carrier, a ruling still in force and jealously guarded by Robert.

The steam engines also drove electrical generators for lighting, replacing the dangerous
naphtha flares, an accident with one having caused the death of one of the Harris' employees
at Findon Sheep Fair.

Along with the many fascinating and amusing anecdotes he related, Robert showed
himself to be a force to be reckoned with by authority as well as the rest of us who may not
appreciate the value of tradition. Even last year, when Findon Sheep Fair was held over due
to the Foot and Mouth Disease crisis, the fairground component was maintained in principle
by the Harris brothers taking three poles on to the ground, while the Fair was declared open
and then closed by Robert's grandson. This reminded members of the wartime effort by Mr
Arch. Knight to keep Petworth Fair going by placing a 'stall' in the Square every November
201
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Although it had been a longer meeting than usual, there were plenty of questions, to
which Robert had sometimes surprising, but always common sense answers. He is a good
friend to Petworth and we cannot overstate our indebtedness to him and his family for helping
to maintain its unique place in history.

KCT

“Encore!” Certainly the best of three times

Fans of the Gilt and Gaslight Theatre Company were looking forward to our Christmas
entertainment, when they were billed to visit in their new guise as The Time of Our Lives
Music Theatre with their new touring production 'The Best of Times and the Worst of Times'
— and they were not disappointed with this, their third appearance in Petworth.

[t was an evening of non-stop songs, dance and comedy. The seamless continuity com-
bining the keyboard talents of Michael Roulston with orchestral backing was perfect, as was the
inventive choreography of Robbie Bonar, who also surprised and delighted us with his con-
vincing impersonations of the singers of the 1950s — 1980s. Chrissie Kiff's versatile voice also
accurately recaptured memories of the female vocalists of the period. The costumes and props.,
notably a huge selection of wigs, added to the brilliance of the presentation and the producer,
Dympnale Rasle, is to be congratulated on bringing together such a gifted and energetic team.

Although the evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all present, one wished that there had
been a greater representation of those who grew up in the '60s and '70s. They would have
wallowed in the nostalgia of their (misspent?) youth.

When the group was last with us, their journey home ended at Fox Hill, which snow
had made impassable. They spent the night with Peter and Marian and remembered their
hospitality most warmly. Again, the night was extremely cold and snow had been forecast.
One sensed a certain reluctance to set out for East London as the midnight hour approached!

KCT

Letters to the Editor

1) Mrs Alison McCann writes from the West Sussex Record Office:
Dear Peter,

I'wondered if you might be able to help with an enquiry we have received, for which
we have no information in our sources here. It concerns the Legion of Christian Reformers,
who apparently existed only from November to December 1945, and whose headquarters
were at Kingdom House, River, Tillington. They were supporters of Hitler and there was
apparently (and not surprisingly!) a lot of local opposition to their presence. We do have some
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names but none mean anything to me at all.
2) Mrs P. Payne writes from Minehead re 'Turning the Trencher' mentioned by Kin Knight
in writing to her fiancé in India, Magazine 110 page 36:

The social in the Girl's Club Room. The game played was Turn the trencher — (Not
trenches).

This must be a very old game because trenchers, wooden platters, were already being
replaced by metal and earthenware in Elizabeth I's time but I played the game at a children's
party in the 1930's.

Failing a trencher, a circular wooden bread board was used. That I know. I think, and
I am sure you will have other letters on the subject, we all sat in a circle. Someone spun the
trencher in the middle and I think called a name. That person had to get up and run round the
circle and back to the place before the trencher fell or else pay a forfeit.

May I also use this letter to suggest whoever runs the bookstall keeps a lookout for
books published 1920 — 1940 - odd, illustrated by A. Wyndham Payne. His work is now in
the Victoria & Albert Museum. He was one of the Payne family of North Chapel , Balls Cross
and Wisborough Green, blacksmiths, gun smiths, inn-keepers and it appears the women were
notably pretty.

3) Mrs Phill Sadler writes:
Dear Peter

After reading in the Magazine the piece, Dog, Cat & Daisy, I wondered how many
people have seen the china doll's face which is embedded in the Petworth Park wall in North
Street.

When I was a child my parents used to take us to see it when we went for walks down
that way. There weren't many cars, mostly horses and carts so it was easy to cross the road.
My children have seen it but my great grandchildren ask me where itis, but as there is so much
traffic these days they can't get across the road. It is in the wall nearly opposite Thompson's
Hospital. I wonder which year that part of the wall was built and which workman put it there.
4) From Mr Duncan Reynolds:

Dear Peter

Petworth Magazine No 110 December 2002. Page 15 — The Tame Robin
I knew Mr Ayles, he rented Providence Cottage from Wadey the Builders of Billingshurst.
The cottage is midway between Andrews Hill and Adversane on the A25.

He used to stand in front of Rice Bros (now Budgen's) in the High Street beside his motor
bike and sidecar (AA), saluting all AA members. He used to grow and smoke his own tobacco.
5) Mr Bob Warrington writes:

Dear Peter

About twelve years ago whilst touring the South Coast, I called in to my boyhood home
and gave you an interview about my father when he was a Butler at Petworth House in the
nineteen thirties.

In part of the interview I recalled the time when he laid the tables for a Military Dinner.
On going through a lot of old papers I have come across the post card on which he had written
the names and table placing of the guests and thought you might like it.
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PETWORTH MOUSE

DINER DU 27 FEVRIER

Consommé 4 la Marne
Filets de Sole Zeebrugge
Quartier de Chevrieul—Chasseur a pied
Faisan du Mont Kemmel

Bombe-ardement de Paris
a la Grande Bertha

Crofites Falkland

Menu
Menu and guest list courtesy of Mr R Warrington.
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Guest list for 58.
Menu and guest list courtesy of Mr R Warrington.
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I realise it is too late to do anything about it but it just ties up the loose end of that story. In
fact [ have just realised that it is the menu my father used.
Note:

Bob Warrington refers to the article 'l want something special Warrington' in Magazine
61 page 28 — 32.

"A butler was an ingenious man and there were inevitably occasions when he needed
to be. Perhaps my most vivid memory of Petworth House is of a visit by Army, Navy and
R.A.F. Chiefs of Staff for a banquet. 'I want something special, Warrington', said his
lordship firmly. 'Spare no expense'. (People still said things like that in those days!). My
father sent out for a veritable armada of Dinky toys or the equivalent, military vehicles,
ships and planes and acquired also two very large plate glass mirrors. These mirrors he laid
out as a centre-piece to represent the sea with the Navy as the Senior Service on the mirrors
and the Army to the right. The R.A.F. were on the left. I can't remember all the figures he
had but I can still see the two or three dozen miniature battleships spread out on the shining
'sea’. The Army were set out on green cloth on a landscape 'flanked' with those trees you
used to get with lead farmyard animals — military vehicles and men in khaki. I remember
too a complete set of Life Guards on horseback formed up in a procession. For the R.A.F.
Dad again had green cloth, this time to represent an aerodrome. Aircraft were dotted all
around, even to one at the runway waiting to take off. The display had flowers and greenery
dividing off the sections one from another. It was a huge success, his lordship was so
pleased that he gave my father a tenner, a large sum in those days, and I believe the guests
were so pleased they gave my father thirty or forty pound between them. As I have said a
butler needed to be an ingenious man."

6) Mr Roy Daughtree writes: Roy Daughtree,
Secretary,
Malvern Family History Group,
37 Tennyson Drive,
Malvern,
Worcs.
WR14 2TQ
Email: Daigjtree@btinternet
November 5, 2002
Dear Mr Thompson

I'am a member of The Petworth Society and the Sussex Family History Group, as well
as the Malvern Family History Group!

At odd times I try to help fellow members of the above Family History Groups find
information about their ancestors and I have an interesting, if vague, story from a lady in
Dorset who is seeking details of the family Edwards. She has sent me a photo, a poor copy
of which is enclosed, of her great-uncle who is supposed to have been killed when he fell from
his horse while inemployment at Petworth. His name was George Edwards, and he is believed
to be buried in Petworth. He was married and had two daughters. She does not know the date
he died but his brother was born in 1856!
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I realise this is all rather
vague but is there someone in the
Petworth Society who may be able
to help? If this is outside the remit
of the Society I shall then try the
Sussex Family History Group.
Some time ago Peter Jerrome
helped me with my research con-
cerning Walter Dawtrey and the
death of his son, Hubert, in similar
circumstances.

Yours sincerely
Roy Daughtree

George Edwards.

7) Marcia Mclntyre writes: 31 October 2002
Dear Mr Jerrome

I'have been given your name by the Archivist at the West Sussex County Record Office
as being the contact person for the Petworth Local History Society. I believe Petworth is a
few miles from the smaller village of Kirdford.

I am trying to find out some details about a Sidney James Butcher, who was living at
'Killips House', Kirdford, West Sussex from about 1900 to 1909 when he died and was buried
at Kirdford on 2 February, 1909. He is recorded in the Kirdford parish burial records as
'Sidney James Butcher of Killips, Kirdford', aged 70 years. He is listed on the 1901 English
Census as living at Kirdford, aged 62 years and his occupation was 'Artist in Watercolour',
Sidney's wife Annie (who could be Sarah Ann Gregory) and his daughter, Winifred, aged 15
and Laurie Butcher, aged 11, (both born Croydon, Surrey) were also living with him in 1901,
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Sidney Butcher had an obituary in the 4 February, 1909'edition (page 10) of the West Sussex
Gazette which mentions that he was a Parish Councillor and a Parliamentary Agent for the
Liberal Party.

Would you have any information on Sidney James Butcher, or his family? Would any
descendents of Sidney be living anywhere in West Sussex? Possibly grandchildren or great-
grandchildren of Winifred and/or Laurie?

Sidney, who was born Southwark, Surrey circa 1839, was married before and had 10
children from his first marriage, who were born at St Pancras and Finchley, London from
1856 until 1879. When living in London, Sidney's occupation was builder-surveyor-
architect. He then apparently retired and moved to Kirdford about 1901 with his second
family.

I wonder if the cottage 'Killips House' is still standing in Kirdford? If it is, is it still
known as 'Killips House'? Who is the present owner? Sidney's descendents (from his first
family) here in Australia have several paintings supposedly painted by Sidney. One painting
is of an old fashioned English cottage which is inscribed on the back 'painted by S.J. Butcher,
Killips House, where he lived'. It was not known where Killips House was, until Sidney and
his second family were found on the 1901 Census.

Do you have any records of the Liberal Party in the Petworth-Kirdford area? I know
that the Liberal Party was no longer in existence after World War I, but not much more about
it. What would being a Parliamentary Agent for the Liberal Party entail? Do you have any
records of St John the Baptist Church at Kirdford? I wonder if there would be any record of
Sidney Butcher being a Parish Councillor. I wrote to the Rector at the church about four weeks
ago, but have not yet received a reply.

[ also wrote to a Geoffrey Butcher at Petworth, whose name I found on the British
Telephone Directory on the Internet. He was the only Butcher listed in the Petworth-Kirdford
area. I thought perhaps that he might be a descendent of Laurie Butcher, who was aged 11
in 1901. Ireceived a very friendly letter back from Geoffrey, but unfortunately he seems to
be no relation to Sidney James Butcher,

[ enclose an international reply coupon for your reply, and I look forward to hearing
from you.

‘Killip House', Kirdford, West Sussex, England
This cottage is where Sidney James Butcher and his wife Annie (Sarah Ann Gregory?)
and their two children, Winifred and Laurie, were living from about 1900 to at least 1909.
The photograph of a painting done by Sidney in possession of his great-grandaughter,
Glenda Poulton of Queensland (grandaughter of Frederick Rupert Mortimer Butcher). The
description of the painting is painted by Sidney James Butcher, Killips House, where he
lived.

52 West Street
Gundagai NSW 2722
AUSTRALIA
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Petworth Fair — One View

Tuesday 19" November:

There has been nothing in the newspaper to announce it, and, as it happens, there will
be nothing in the newspaper to record it. Jane Hunt is on holiday. Should I be concerned?
Should I'have got on to Midhurst? I'm not sure. Everyone knows November 20" is Petworth
Fair day: if they don’t they won’t come anyway. And one account of the fair is essentially
the same as any other just as a picture of the fair can come from any year. It’s not in essence
a newsworthy event, simply that November 20" is different, unlike any other Petworth day
but yet always the same ....

Hmm. Steve, the traffic warden, makes short work of the twelve o’clock closure,
dealing good-humouredly with the usual grumbles. *“It should be stopped” etc. The clerk of
the market can hardly win. He's in trouble if the fair goes ahead and in even more trouble from
the traditionists if it doesn’t. Insouciance is the word.

Fred Harris and his advance party are lifting the bollards in the Cut, then inserting the
clunking rusty *“top hats” to cover the holes. Water gushes out and, as usual, one of the
bollards proves difficult. With the Square cleared Steve goes off back to Midhurst and it’s
all down to the fairmen. There’s a new carpet in the Hall and tomorrow will give it a baptism
of fire. “Couldn’t it have been laid after the fair?” someone asks. I can't see the logic of this:
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The town crier opens Petworth fair. Photograph by Keith Sandall.
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Postcard courtesy of Mr and Mrs Christopher Knox. See "As it leaves me .."

if the carpet’s there, it has to do what it’s there to do, it’s as simple as that.

It’s a dark afternoon, not a terribly good foregast for tomorrow. Someone’s spilled a
catering can of cooking oil in the Square. Robert Harris is clearing it up in case anyone slips
on it. Quite why the task should fall to Robert T don’t know. Later the somewhat elusive
Robert is tracked down to his living caravan in the car park. Up the wooden stairs, the door
like that of a train compartment and the seemingly endless supply of hot soup or stew,
something like Elijah’s cruse of oil. In the Hall Keith's battling with a forest of green tables.
Does he need a hand? A guilty feeling of relief when he says, “No, I'd prefer to put it out
myself.” The Society’s tombola is to be putout overnight, It’s crucial as an anchor for what
is effectively a Petworth “Village Day”. The money’s less important than the look and feel
of the thing — setting a tone and a standard for the rest of the stalls. There’s the usual solid
support from the Petworth organisations. It’s a good chance to advertise what you’re doing
ataminimal expense. And of course the fair does attract a very wide cross-section of people.

It's a fine night but cold. The refreshment van is too near the Hall entrance and will
need to be moved slightly sideways. The Gallopers are going up; men are carrying the
individual horses on their shoulders. There’s a definite way of carrying them. Somehow one
never thinks of the Gallopers as being something to be assembled individually, however often
one sees it done. Well, whatever happens now it looks as they 1l put up in the dry. In the hall
the Scouts are working away with Father Christmas in the gallery upstairs while Aud. and Rita
have the tickets ready to be taped on to the tombola prizes. A box with chocolate
marshmallows is ready for children who don’t win a prize.

Wednesday 20" November, midday:

The morning had threatened a wet fair but the weather is showing signs of clearing up.
Ifif does, Wednesday will be an oasis in a very wet week indeed. Stallholders ask Keith and
me to decide the name of the Teddy Bear and write it in the sealed envelope. Horace is a joint
decision. If no one guesses correctly, then it’s the nearest name to it. The entertainment will
be a little short this year, half of the concluding duo is temporarily laid up, so it will be very
much down to the Town Band. It’s turned extremely mild. Will we get away with the weather
once again? The downpour at nine o’clock on our first attempt at reviving the fair (- what
seventeen years ago?) has passed into folk-lore. I seem to remember standing outside and
watching the rain outlined in the lights as it slanted down across the front of the Hall. Perhaps
November, after all, isn’t such a crazy month for a fair. It’s a dangerous thing to say and no
doubt such a sentiment will come back to haunt me. People are setting up in earnest inside
the Hall. Petworth Library with their books and framed prints .....

Evening

Keith says the Cloggers were particularly good this year. A good number of parents.
[t seems they 're more likely to come on weekdays than on weekends. The tombola’s going
well. As for the fair itself, it’s a very “young adult” catchment. An event “put on” however
by people of a different generation. Most people in the Square probably aren’t conscious of
it being “put on” at all. It just happens. It’s still mild and it seems very busy. The
entertainment however finishes early in the Hall. People start to leave and this affects the
downstairs stalls too, by a kind of chain reaction this affects the outside fair as well.. It shows
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how crucial the Hall backup is, not a rival to the fair but a crucial part of it. All’s done soon
after nine, yet it’s been a good fair and very busy for the brief period when it catches fire and
everyone is there,

"Keith says the Cloggers were particularly good this year."
Leconfield Hall, 20th November 2002. Photograph by Keith Sandall

The horses are being taken down from the Gallopers. Harris Brothers are making good
time, they’ll be away relatively early tonight. An Alsatian’s tied up to the brass door handle
of the Hall. The new carpet seems to have stood up well. The tombola remnants have been
collected up, some for raffles, a few toys and ornaments can go through to next year.

The smaller stalls have packed up, their owners driving off into the night. Robert and
Co will pick up litter in an empty Square. There must be nothing left to shoot at. The bollards
are back in situ and the top hats in the Hall. Petworth Fair is over for another year.
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Petworth Fair : Another View

The provision of a new attraction in the shape of R B Leisure's 'Indiana's Trail' Fun House,
standing on Brad Mitchell's ground at the century's old Petworth fair, proved popular with the
local teenagers, who along with a good number of family groups, gave the showmen a couple
of hours of reasonable business.

For once Petworth fair was spared the cold and inclement weather that can so easi ly rob
those attending of the chance of any takings. It was dry throughout, and the cold wind that
can whistle round the side of the Leconfield Hall in the Market Square, focal point of the fair,
was absent although as may be expected in mid November it turned chilly as the evening wore
on.

Held by prescriptive rights, on the 20th of the month, the fair can be traced back to | 189
and is considered to be amongst one of the oldest in the country, if not the oldest. The title
to the fair is held by Lord Egremont, Lord of The Manor, on whose behalf the Petworth Society
administer the fair as his agents.

Featured earlier this year on the front row of the fair that is the vastness of 'Dorset!, the
Harris Brothers Chair-o-Planes were here in Petworth Market Square as usual as one of the
two major rides in attendance. Also in their normal position, between the Leconfield Hall and
the Nat West Bank, were the Harris Brothers 'Southdowns Galloping Horses' as the second
of the major rides. At the top end of the Market Square, where the 'Jungle Adventure' Fun
House of Brad Mitchell may normally be found was, as mentioned, R B Leisure's 'Indiana's
Trail' on a first time visit here, while Brad's own Fun House is away being refurbished.

Providing rides for the younger visitors in the Market Square were the cups and
saucers of Billy Benson alongside his mixed toys juvenile. The top corner of the Square
found Philip Crecraft presenting a two in one stall, his regular can cans and as a new
addition, hook a bag, with Brad Mitchell offering his rings and blocks side stall, and darts
hoopla.

Standing alongside the Leconfield Hall a new attraction here was the basketball of Jane
Drake, who also provided a pick hoopla, with Julie Crecraft presenting her darts hoopla. Ball
in the Bucket and rings over blocks were presented by Billy Benson outside the bank with the
Gat Guns of the Castle family close at hand.

Along the short street on the other side of the bank, standing just beyond the Gallopers
were the half hoopla hook a bag of Michelle Benson, the 'Feed the Ducks' of Georgie Searle,
with Georgie Freeman changing the format, presenting his mini Striker and across the street
his trailer mounted crossbows.

Bringing a touch of the tradition autumnal 'fayre' to this particular ancient street fair,
Brad Mitchell presented a final new attraction, a hot roasted chestnut barrow, while Billy
Benson provided a selection of refreshments from his 'Simply the Best' kiosk.

This account, slightly modified, appeared in World's Fair, December 13" 2002.
It was written by Peter Hammond.
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‘Collars will be worn on Sunday ....’
A school visit to Petworth in 1920

School excursions have no doubt changed with the years; the general use of a family car
making the relatively short-distance trip something rather less of an adventure than it once
was. Present day school trips will often take in visits abroad, sometimes to places that eighty
years ago would normally be visited only on war service, at least by the greater proportion of
the population. Today s trips, too, reflecting the spread of co-education, will usually be mixed
sex with a relatively high proportion of staff to pupil, and be attended by strict guidelines as
to safety and, no doubt, a significant volume of paperwork. Given, t0o, contemporary time-
table pressures, a fortnight wouid be a long time today, to say nothing of expense for parents
finding money difficult but not prepared for their children to miss out on a chance offered to,
and accepted by, other children.

Matters would have been rather different in June 1920, with the 1914-1918 war just
eighteen months over and a victorious nation feeling more than a hint of a deflating post-war
austerity. Insular Petworth, still very much the feudal citadel E.V. Lucas had written of in
1904, might almost be considered an exotic location for a school excursion. Certainly it will
have seemed so for the pupils and four staff of Station Road L.C.C. School at Highbury in
North London who made an educational visit to Petworth from Friday June 11 to Friday June
25" of that year. The only surviving evidence for the trip is an elaborate forty-four page work
book, carefully duplicated, collated and stapled with an oil-cloth cover, a copy of which has
recently been given to the Society by Mr. Vic Constable.

The party of 37 boys, all named, are under the control of the Head Master himself, Mr.
G. Matthews, with Mr, J. Marchant as Master in Charge, Mr. E. Holway as Treasurer and Mr.
S. Knight B.Sc. as “Housemaster”. On the face if it Mr. Knight appears responsible not only
for the content but also for the production of the work book, something similar in size to this
present Magazine, and clearly lovingly worked on over a long period.

The party’s Headquarters are to be the Lads’ Institute in East Street, now an art gallery,
but the boys are to be boarded out in private houses. They are divided into sections A, B, and
C, two of twelve, one of thirteen, each with their own monitor. Eight boys are specifically
designated as “rear-guards™ and will perform their duties in rotation. Ata guess their function
would be to leave everything tidy and perhaps ensure, among other things, that hunting gates
were shut on country visits. A party that left such gates open in Lord Leconfield’s domain
would soon attract unwelcome attention!

After a list of individual party members there follow some general instructions and
exhortations. Clearly Station Road School, like other schools of the time, paid strict attention
to order and was run, in theory as no doubt in practice, with an almost military precision.
Pupils are to bring, packed in a bag or box, a second set of clothes, a change of socks or
stockings, another pair of boots or slippers, a brush, comb, washing flannel and toothbrush,
handkerchiefs, collars, nightdress and water bottle. They will carry, or wear, an overcoat or
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Belle Vue | Petworth Police Station 2002. Pencil drawing by Anthony Puttock.

See "Mr Pitfield's motor car."
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Two pages from the Station Road school workbook.
See "Collars will be worn on Sunday ..."




WHEREAS a BARLEY RICK, standing on the Farm
of Mr. JOHN JUPP, at Codmer Hill, Pulborough, was wil-
fully set on Fire, in the Evening of Saturday, %.‘Septumber,
last : .

A Reward of

FIFTY
POUNDS

will be given, by the Phaniz Fire Insurance Office, by Mr.
John Jupp, aud the Pulborough Prosecution Society, to any
Person or Persons, who will give Information to Mr. TYLER,
Petworth ; so as that the Offender or Offenders may be pro-
secuted to Conviction : and, if required, the Informers’ Names
will not be disclosed, unless in case of Prosecution.

22nd. October, 1832.

J. Phillips, Printer, Petworth.

Reward poster 1832. See "Consulting a cunning woman ..."

mackintosh, the school cap, a satchel containing the work book or “guide book” as it is
properly called, and note-books, songs, pen, pencil and specimen box. ““A dark blue jersey
is the best and most comfortable garment for weekdays.” Collars will be worn on Sunday.
Pupils are to keep a list of what they have brought with them, enter the amount of pocket
money they have, and keep an account every day. Leaving nothing to chance, Mr. Knight has
a special page at the end in which these details are to be filled in. Interestingly there is no
provision for Sunday expenditure! The three headings: balance, received and spent, would
seem to indicate that pocket money was held by the staff and dispensed each day. Instructions
on behaviour are to the front:

I. Give as little trouble as possible in the home where you stay.

2. Be helpful. Think of others first.

3. Make the best of everything.

Preliminaries out of the way, it is time for Mr. Knight, if it is he, as it certainly appears
to be, to outline the programme for the fortnight. It is an ambitious one, taking in, initially,
Geology, Geography, Natural History, Architecture and History. These headings encompass
a consideration of rock formation, the various local clays, the chalk, rivers and springs, map
reading and practical geography the flora of the different local habitats. including plants of
hedge, wood and meadow, birds and even “animals seen on the daily walks.” One would
suppose that a majority of the boys would be seeing the countryside for the first time.
“Architecture and history™ take particular note of the local parish churches while domestic
architecture runs the whole range from Cowdray Ruins to local cottages. In such a packed
programme one may wonder how much time would be given to what Mr. Knight terms “local
history.” Carefully planned as it is, the timetable is “subject to alteration.” No doubt the
weather was as unpredictable in 1920 as it is now. Curiously, the main emphasis on the
programme is not on Petworth itself, although there is one morning walk in Petworth Park,
but on the villages and, of course, the surrounding countryside. There is no mention of
transport and it may be that the pupils simply walked to the daily venue from East Street.
Sunday is devoted to divine service in the morning and a local walk in the afternoon. Clearly,
once the boys were up in the morning and had breakfast, their hosts would see nothing of them
until evening. No doubt the hosts would provide an evening meal. Payment would
presumably come from the school. On such matters the workbook is understandably silent.
The daily routine was, at least in theory, inviolable. Assembly at Headquarters at 9.15,
followed by inspection, prayers and checking of note-books. This would take until 9.45. The
party would then depart for the day.

For most of these city children, even the train Jjourney down would be a novel
experience, while Petworth would be a new world. Mr. Knight carefully notes items to look
out for on the train journey down from London Bridge: the rivers Wandle and Mole, Box Hill,
sandstone cottages at Holmwood near Dorking, Horsham church with its broached spire, the
Blue Coat school at Christ’s Hospital. At Pulborough the boys would take the branch line to
Petworth and Midhurst. Presumably they travelled on the regular service rather than a special
train. Impeccable behaviour in public would no doubt be assumed.

A map of Petworth follows, a Petworth that in 1920 still lacked Hampers Green and
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still be in charge at this time. It is unlikely that anyone now will have any recollection of the
visit and unlikely perhaps that it will have left any account in the local newspapers. What
strikes the reader now is the unbounded enthusiasm of it all. Here was an opportunity to see
a countryside normally denied to masters and boys alike. It was an opportunity to be grasped
with both hands. The masters exercised a control that would seem paternalistic today; the
organisation has, as we have observed, much of the military about it.

In the absence of any other material a number of questions arise, all of them
unanswerable. We can only speculate. One can imagine Mr. Knight hard at work on his labour
of love on wintry evenings in North London, the work itself a pleasurable anticipation of his
eagerly awaited summer fortnight — busman’s holiday if you like, but far more than that. We
hope that, in the event, the weather did not blight his vision of a rural paradise of bird, flower
and tree. Perhaps in later years one or more of the boys kept links with the families with whom
they had lodged, or returned to see again a district they had once studied so intensely if so
briefly. There is no indication that the visit was an annual event and repeated. Why did the
Station Road School come to Petworth? Was there some prior contact or did they simply stick
apin in the map and proceed from there? What about funding? Was this party of boys a kind
of élite made up only of those boys whose parents could afford pocket money and whatever
expenses the school required? Or even those boys whose parents could afford the change of
clothes a fortnight away required? How did the school itself find the necessary funds — if for
nothing else for the train fare to and from London Bridge or for recompensing the boys’
Petworth hosts? As it stands this chance survival is its own witness to a stricter, more ordered,
certainly more spartan, and as it now seems to us, more innocent age than this.

P.

What’s in a Name?

The article about Petworth place-names written by Miles Costello, which appeared in the June
issue of the Magazine inspired me to write about the lost or little used names in Byworth.

Starting at the northern end where the Byworth Road joins the A283, in the days when
there was a triangle of grass with a signpost in the centre of the road everyone knew it as
Byworth Corner. Now the newer residents tend to call it the junction making it sound like a
railway station. The signpost was removed early in the last war and the grass triangle a few
years later along with a mature oak tree on the western edge of the road, a counterpart of the
one still on the eastern side, this to make way for road widening. Just a few years later and
the tree would have received a preservation order and the road would have had to bypass it.
Byworth Corner is interesting historically because it was the site of the turnpike gate with the
gatekeeper's cottage nearby. This cottage belonged to the Byworth tannery and was sold with
the rest of the property when the tanyard closed in 1831. Bought by Lord Leconfield and in
a bad condition the house was pulled down and all that remains today is a dried up well in the
garden of The Hollies.
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retworth Society Activities Sheet

Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.
WALKS: Sunday March 23" : Nigel's Northchapel Opening Walk.
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15. Northchapel Village Hall at 2.30
Sunday May 25" : Petworth Society Rogation Sunday Walk.
Cars leave Car Park at 2.15. See main Magazine page 5.

PETWORTH SOCIETY BOOK SALES: LECONFIELD HALL 10— 4. See reverse.
March 8", April 5", May 10®, June 14". Admission free.

MONTHLY MEETINGS: LECONFIELD HALL 7.30. Refreshments, raffle.

Thursday March 13% Thursday April 3 Tuesday May 27*
CHRIS HOWKINS ALISON NEIL PHIL HOUNSHAM
portrays "Mountains, Ruins and Waterfalls"
The Sixth Wife A vision of Southern Africa
Flora (of Henry VIII) Slides 7
£2 £5 Preceded by A.G.M.

A very lively speaker indeed. Very Do we need to say anything? Admission to A.G.M. only free.
much enjoyed last year. No slides.  No advance tickets. Get there early!

* * INAUGURAL BOOK SALE LECTURE. See Chairman's notes.

WEDNESDAY MARCH 19th 7.30. LECONFIELD HALL. Admission £1.
'One of that atrocious crew' : the many lives of Charles Murray.
A talk by R.M. Healey '
Charles Murray, though identified by local historians in and around Petworth as Lord Egremont's steward inthe 1830s,
has a more notorious reputation among historians of parliamentary reform as the Secretary and Solicitor of the Consti-
tutional Association, a right-wing vigilante organisation hated and feared by radical publishers, booksellers, and their
defenders in early 1820s London.
But to his credit, Murray was also, at one time, secretary of two associations of very different mien — the Friends of
Foreigners in Distress and the National Vaccine Establishment, where he helped raise funds for Jenner's important
research. This talk explores the extraordinary career of this Jekyll and Hyde character — from the dark alleys of fleet
Street and Bridewell to the sweeping parkland of Petworth.
Robin Healey is Visiting Research Fellow in the Department of History, University of Manchester.

MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S EVE DINNER June 23rd. See separate sheet.
SHEFFIELD PARK /BLUEBELL RAILWAY VISIT  April 27th. See separate sheet.

The Dairymaid's

NOW AVAILABLE:
Peter Jerrome : Petworth : from the beginnings to 1660.
Part one of two. Large format. Hardback, dustcover, illustrated by Jonathan Newdick.
ORDER FORM — To the Window Press, Trowels, Pound Street, PETWORTH GU28 0DX.
Please supply copy(ies) of "Petworth" at £29.95.

I enclose cheque for £29.95 per copy. Cheques payable to Window Press.

Please add £3.15 if sent by post. Copies may be collected locally from Petworth Tourist Information Centre or direct from
Peter at Trowels (342562).

Peter 15th February
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BOOK SALE NEWSLETTER s

February 2003

The Book Sales Go From Strength
To Strength | A=

| BOOK SALE

The sales in 2002 have certainly been CALENDAR 2003
more successful than we had predicted.
The income has enabled the Society to
effectively freeze membership subscrip-
tion rates for the foreseeable future and
has given our editor a certain amount of
flexibility when planning the size and

content of the magazine.
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Not only have the sales become an im-
portant additional source of revenue I B April will soon be upon us and
but they have also become an estab- ' membership subscriptions due March 8th
lished part of the social agenda of the again. Remember that there are
town. Subscriptions can be renewed, always facilities at the book )
new members enlisted and lapsed ones sales to renew your subscrip- Aprll 5th

are encouraged to rejoin. Many local :
5 golras d ) Y tions or for new rnembers to

residents have become regular support- ;i :
ers of the sales and uncustomary ab- joiiv thie Saticry. May 10th

sences are certainly noticed.
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Visitors to the town are always made
welcome, and the Leconfield Hall has
become an important stopping off point
on the obligatory Petworth House /
Cottage Museum tour and the lights of
the Kevis and Garland rooms shine out
across The Square offering a literary
respite to the weary traveller.
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| When I am dead, I hope it € | June 14th

: may be said;
‘His sins were scarlet, but g
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| his books were read.’ | July 12th
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Hilaire Belloc
August 9th

Remember that every penny raised at
the sales goes towards supporting The
Petworth Society activities and projects
throughout the year.

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. September 6th

Admission Free

Support the book sale | October 11th
by joining The |
Petworth Society | -'r November 8th
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Books to donate? December 13th
Ring Peter on 342562
or Miles on 343227 Saturday
We are always happy
to collect books 10 am—4 p.m.

LEs P

Free Admission

REMEMBER THAT YOU CAN PAY YOUR PETWORTH SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION AT THE BOOK SALES




VISIT SHEFFIELD PARK AT BLUEBELL TIME - SUNDAY 27 APRIL

The first outing this year has been arranged for Sunday 27 April with a trip on the Bluebell Railway
followed by a visit to Sheffield Park Garden which is owned by the National Trust.

To ease the travelling arrangements a coach (maximum seats 57) has been booked and will leave the main
Petworth car park at 9.30am. Return to Petworth will be approximately 5.00 pm.

The train journey is from Sheffield Park through some delightful countryside to Kingscote which takes
about 35 minutes each way. There is also a small museum and engine sheds which will be of interest to
the enthusiast.

The coach will then take the party to Sheffield Park Garden which is only a short distance away. The
landscape garden was laid out by 'Capability' Brown and in springtime there is a dramatic display of
daffodils and bluebells. There is a restaurant or alternatively a picnic area which may be the best option
on a busy day.

The discounted cost of the day will be £15 per person (non National Trust member) which includes all
gratuities. If you are a member of the National Trust the cost will be £11.

Any members of the Society who live away from Petworth but wish to avail themselves of the discounted
visit will be most welcome but need to inform the Treasurer of their intention as numbers have to be

confirmed. The cost will be £10 but once again if you are a member of the National Trust the cost will be
£6.

If you wish to go on this outing please complete the slip below and return it to the Treasurer by 1 April.

I am / am not a member of the National Trust (membership cards must be brought on the day).

I would like to attend the visit to Sheffield Park on 27 April and bring guests and enclose £..............
Cheques should be made payable to the Petworth Society.

INATN G it

Address .

This slip and cheque to be sent to AJ Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28 0BX




MIDSUMMER'S EVE DINNER - 23 JUNE 2003

Following the successful Jubilee dinner last year your committee has decided that the Society should
celebrate Midsummer's Eve this year with another dinner in the Audit Room of Petworth House. It is not
known at this time whether any arrangements can be made to view part of the House prior to the meal.
Should this be possible, details will be circulated later.

Pre-meal drinks will be at 7.00 pm.
The menu is as follows:

Main course Casserole of venison with fresh vegetables
or
Chicken in a mushroom and white wine sauce
or
Salmon en croute
or
Vegetarian lentil bake

Dessert Raspberry roulade
or
Lemon syllabub
or
Bread and butter pudding

The total cost will be £12-50 per head.

A maximum of 88 members can be accommodated in the Audit Room and if you would like to attend this
function please complete the slip below and return it to the Treasurer. Acceptances will be on a first come
basis.

[ should like to attend the Midsummer's Eve dinner on 23 June 2003.
My/our main course selection(s) is A B € D
My/our dessert selection is E E G

I should like to bring guest (Maximum 1) and enclose £ . Cheques should be made payable to
the Petworth Society.

This slip and cheque to be sent to AJ Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28 0BX




PLEASE NOTE

The ENIGMA MACHINE at
MIDHURST GRAMMAR SCHOOL
on 15th FEBRUARY 2003
at 5.45pm
Tickets £20 each

Codebreakers:

An original ENIGMA machine will be on display at the lecture with slides to be given by Dr Mark Baldwin on
Saturday, 15th February 2003, at 5.45 p.m. in the River Site Hall at Midhurst Grammar School. Dr Baldwin will

tell the fascinating story of how the breaking of the German code shortened the last war by some two years.
Proceeds will be in aid of urgent repairs to All Hallows Church, Tillington.

In order to secure your tickets (price £20 to include wine and canapés), please apply now to:

Lizzie Ring on 01798 861301,
Bridge Thomas on 01798 861300, or
Caroline McNeil on 01798 861410

b 2 sy ¥ '” : " i ‘ n - . __-|
TIME OF OUR LIVES MUSIC THEATRE i The Petworth SOClety '

(formerly Gilt and Gaslight)

oo ical Book Sale Calendar
5 (O 2003

January 11th
February 8th

March 8th
“A brilliant evening of
A htlarlous mix of Pop, Dance, Musical shoer entertalnment” g April Sth

- The Kenl Msssanger
Theatre, Stand Up Comedy and Sketches.

N £ f
Lot o sariAtla T May 10th
Producer: Dympna [e Rasls * The Stage Newspaper
e June 14th
LECONFIELD HALL Jllly 12th

8.00 p.m.

Tickets £5. Seasonal refreshments. ' August 9th

RafTle.

Sponscred by Wiseman Las s?umu of Wanstead, Walthamalow and East Eum 020 8216 1000 S ep te mber 6th
| October 11th

November 8th
December 13th




Petworth Society Activities Shee

Winter/Spring Programme. Please keep for reference.

Walks begin again in March
PLEASE NOTE. AS LAST YEAR WE HAVE ONE OR TWO FRESH IDEAS FOR THE NEW 2003-2004
SEASON. DETAILS IN MARCH.

MONTHLY MEETINGS: Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m. Prices as stated.
Refreshments, Raffle.

Tuesday December 10th  Time of Our Lives Music Theatre present "The Best of Times". A musical

[see overleaf] look at British Life and Culture 1950s to 1980s. £5. N.B. Starts at 8 o'clock.

Thursday January 23rd Judi Darley : Chichester Harbour and its Conservation. £2.

Wednesday February 12th Valerie Hewitt presents : "Jenny Lind — the Swedish Nightingale".
Accompanied by Martin White. £4.

Thursday March 13th Chris Howkins : The Dairymaid's Flora. £2.

Thursday April 3rd Alison Neil portrays "The Sixth Wife" (of Henry VIII). £5.

NEXT BOOK SALE SATURDAY DECEMBER 14TH LECONFIELD HALL 10-4
NOTICE BOARD
PETWORTH HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
presents
"POSTCARDS FROM AN OLDER PETWORTH"

A selection from the collection of Mr and Mrs Christopher Knox
with Peter Jerrome

Open evening.  Admission £2.  Leconfield Hall 7.30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER | 1TH LECONFIELD HALL 7.30 p.m.

Admission Free
PETER JERROME

PETWORTH FROM THE BEGINNINGS TO 1660
A NEW HISTORY OF PETWORTH SLIDES
ALL WELCOME

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 1ST
LECONFIELD HALL 7.30 p.m.
CIRCLE EIGHT FILMS

present

ALICE IN WONDERLAND
THE LIFE OF THE REV. MR. DODSON

with supporting film
Admission £5 Refreshments.

Proceeds to Museum Funds




REGISTERED CHARITY No. 268071

Annual Subscription March 2003 to February 2004

Subscriptions are now due and should be paid to

The Hon. Treasurer or at Leconfield Hall on Friday

Mr. A. Henderson, mornings 10.00 to 11.30 beginning on Friday 7th
62 Sheepdown Drive, March.

Petworth, Also at Book Sale 8th March.

West Sussex GU28 0BX For the month of March only.

Rates are:  Delivered locally £ 9.00
Postal £11.00
Overseas £13.00

Cheques payable to The Petworth Society.

It assists enormously if you pay promptly. Equally if you do not wish to renew
your subscription it does help greatly if notice is given.

Postal Code............................enclose my subscription for 2003/2004 £ ...................
cash/cheque and (optional), I add................. toward the Magazine fund,
(delete if not applicable).

* If you have already paid for 2003/2004, please ignore this reminder.




3R by AR dd s

Dr. to_ == Tel. 6996 Kemp Town.

The Sussex Cyclecar & Garage Co., Limited.
_ car X Liarage Lo, :

District Agents for G.W.K CYCLECARS. 538
District Agents for A.C. SOCIABLES and LIGHT CARS.

MOTOR 76 GRAND PARADE, DE DION ano
ENGINEERS. BRlGHrI—ON

Sindand QW K

NAPIER EXPERTS.

Sehl 3 gldior 5 ‘
Received with thanks

for and on bekalf uf the
SUSSEX CYCLECAR & GADAGE. Ly,

ily at Clients' risk

1%

Invoice for Mr Pitfield's G.W.K. Car. September 1915.
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The iconography of the road : one of a series of photographs commissioned by the late
Mr Gerard Marillier in 1963. New Street,




By the middle of November 1915 Pitfield is complaining about a defective wheel, and
despite owning the car for less than two months the relationship between himself and Mr
Frisby the G.W.K. secretary is already becoming quite tense. Frisby appears to make a move
to placate Pitfield and points out that the company "Very much regrets the dissatisfaction that
you are feeling, but we can assure you that we are desirous that all our users should have every
satisfaction". Just two days later Frisby is writing that he is sorry to hear that Pitfield is once
again in trouble. "If the carburettor is loose, as you state, we should suggest that you tighten
itup." A clearly exasperated Frisby concludes his communication with an unexpectedly
acidic remark, "Yours is not a mechanical breakdown. but 1s only caused through want of
knowledge, and we regret that we have no man at the moment we can send down to instruct."
This dispatch appears to be the end of the line for Mr Frisby as yet another communication
of the 19" of November is taken up by Arthur Grice managing director, Grice who is the G
in G.W.K. will have no more success than his hapless employee. The bone of contention is
still the loose carburettor, and Pitfield is not prepared to let the matter drop. Grice accepts that
the carburettor probably is loose and he will be happy to let Mr Pitfield know which nut to
tighten to rectify the problem.

9" December 1915. Pitfield has sent Arthur Grice examples of dirt and debris, which
he claimed, had got into the carburettor. Grice suggests that the larger particles could not get
into the carburettor, as they are too heavy and would simply settle at the bottom of the petrol tank.

Feb. 11", 1916. Pitfield appears to have flat-spotted the friction disc and has turned for
assistance to John Poate a Midhurst engineer who politely points out that:

Perhaps you keep pressure on the left pedal, if so this would make the disc slip

very quickly, I find that a great many people do this uncommonly.

Feb. 12" 1916. Poate has visited Petworth and makes the following reports for Mr Pitfield.

Dear Sir,
I'went over this afternoon to your car and found several flat spots were on the ring
[friction disc] and turned it true. The flats were caused through running the
engine and ring together without car moving, in other words it slipped, this is
rather surprising as there were no signs of slipping when it took you and me up
Shimmings Hill although owing to the new ring not having had much time to get
a good face on, it probably got slack quickly, in fact I noticed that all the nuts
required screwing up which points to shrinkage of the ring. It is quite necessary
to adjust the friction wheel immediately it slips, I would have told you this but
quite thought that you would have been instructed before.
['took the car out and found it climbed Shimmings Hill both ways with the greatest
ease in top gear, also with your managing clerk up.
The managing clerk used as ballast during the Shimmings Hill trial would have been
Pitfield's long suffering and loyal factotum Alfred Knight. Poate clearly feels that he has
sorted out the problem with the friction ring and goes on to try to advise Pitfield on the best
The iconography of the road. Approaching Stopham Bridge in 1963. method of star lir}g the car. . i '
I had not the slightest trouble in starting it either hot or cold, the way is to flood [the]
carburettor, switch on & start, then carefully hold throttle open & let engine
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New Members

Mrs Dillon-Thistleton, Lurgashall Mill Farm, Lurgashall, GU28 9ER.

Mr AC Hill, Selham House, Selham, Nr Petworth, GU28 0PS.

Mrs B Hull, 1 Chestnut Gardens, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 2JY.

Mrs E Strevens, 19 Orchard Close, Petworth, GU28 0SA.

A Smith-Wyndham, 3 St Albans, Tekles Park, Camberley, Surrey, GU5 2LE.

Mr & Mrs R Tabbner, 20 Meadow Way, Petworth, GU28 OER.

Mr H Kirkham, Garden House Antiques, Saddlers Row, Petworth.

Mrs D Kirby, 25 Elmcroft Crescent, North Harrow, Middlesex, HA2 6HL.

Mrs A Swinson, 6 Thorndyke Court, Westfield Park, Hatch End, Middlesex HAS 4JG,
Miss N Foley, 12 Kent Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN4 9UE.

Mr & Mrs P Brooks, 103 Stakes Road, Purbrook, Nr Portsmouth, Hants PO7 5NR.
Mr & Mrs I McNeil, Orchard House, River, Petworth, GU28 9AX.

Mr D Mott, Four Winds, Chichester Road, Midhurst.

Dr & Mrs E Jenkins, Pikeshoot Cottage, Coultershaw, Petworth, GU28 0JE.

Mr & Mrs R Welch, 1 Westside, Tillington.

Dr A Brown, Hillside Cottage, Upperton, GU28 9BAQ.

An older Byworth. See "What's in a name".
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