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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit”. It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £13.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Mr Miles Costello, Lord Egremont, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mrs Betty Hodson, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons,
Mrs Ros Staker, Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Hounsham, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Mrs Adams (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mrs Williams (Graffham), Mr Derek
Gourd, (Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier
Mr J. Crocombe, 19 Station Road (343329)

Note: The crier may be prepared to publicise local community events and public notices for
you, even snippets of personal news such as births, engagements or lost pets. It is suggested
that such personal and business cries be made for a small donation to a charity to be nominated
by the crier himself .
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Chairman’s Notes

Welcome to a new Society year and a new Magazine. The cover, like every other cover
over the last twenty five years, has been designed by Jonathan and this time he has
worked with a classic Walter Kevis landscape. A separate article offers a few reflections
on what is effectively a centenary issue. It's a hundred Magazines since we first
experimented with "Bulletin" 15. I'm particularly pleased this time to have an article by
Alison McCann. Over the years Alison has helped this Magazine far more than a mere
superficial review of its contents might suggest.

Successful book sales — and they are very successful — mean a good deal of
useful publicity and attention for the Society. They also mean the occasional new
member and a stable subscription level. Any deficit in Magazine funding should be made
up from the monthly event in the Hall. We're always on the look-out for books; if you
have any you don't need or know anyone who has, please let us know.

We have shifted the date of this year's Society dinner at Petworth House to bring it
nearer the actual date of the Society's thirtieth anniversary. Details in the next
Magazine, as, possibly, of a second expedition. The River Wey cruise looks very
promising. It's on Sunday June 27". Details on separate sheet. Numbers are limited to
46. As usual first come, first served.

I may close with a word about Mrs Nellie Duncton who passed away at the end of
last year. She was, as you probably know, a centenarian. Her recollections adorn a
number of Magazines up until quire recently, and, I think it's fair to say, have a character
that is completely their own. There is nothing really quite like them. The rural world of
Nellie's early days was a very different one to this and she offered an unrivalled access
to that world. If this Magazine lives on at all, it must live through reflecting the
personalities of those like Nellie who have something to say that is totally distinctive.
The Society will be the poorer for the loss of a presiding spirit.

26" January 2004 Peter

Public Service Announcement

There will be few readers of this Magazine unaware of the contribution to Petworth life over
the years of Avril Broma, the distinguished artist and free style sculptress. Avril has been
seconded to the European Commission for a year and asks us to publicize the following
directive. In view of Avril's service to the Society over the years, I am prepared for once to
break with tradition.

"All dogs must receive commands in two different European languages one of which
may be English. They have the right to dispute those commands and must be informed of

PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.115 3
















Deborah’s Sussex Crossword

Across

7 Jack, Jill or Sally (4)

8 Works in garden,
damaging shoe (4)

9 Devil's -----, south of
Treyford (5)

11 Was the Blackdown
home of 21 ac. (8)

12 Get rid of Len — then
find some time in Earnley!
(4)

13 Remove a heavy weight
from pretty village, then
giddy-up! (4)

14 Dialect word for
vermin, or more often for
rascals! (8)

16 Downland pool (7)

18 “The Blue Idol" early
Quakers' meeting house is
near this small village (7)

2 Not so fast! (Sounds like
a possible name for
someone gathering 29 ac.)
(6)

3 A village between
Singleton and Goodwood,
and the nearby haunted
forest (8)

4 Sixties hair-do and a
home fit for a queen! (7)

5 High spot on A29,
named after the nearby
village, once home of John
Galsworthy (4,4)

| 6 The church here was

| built on a Saxon burial

21 Victorian Poet
Laureate who ended his
days living at 11 ac. (8)
23 Retain part of a castle?
(4)

26 A Sussex hassock or
footstool (4)

27 Towers built along the
coastline during
Napoleonic Wars (8)

28 A singular noise for a
village near Stedham (5)
29 and 10dn Traditional
Chichester event (4,4)

30 Sussex basket first
made at Herstmonceux (4)
Down

1 Village southeast of
Lewes, home of the Gage
family, and high point on
the downs (5)
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ground and Cardinal
Newman was once its
curate (9)

10 See 29 ac.

15 Hill near Woolbeding,
one of a line used in C19th
for semaphore
communication (9)

17 Very sorry — sounds as
if it's dark when
imprisoned (8)

19 Rose and teak together
make a source of wood —
once important in ship
building (3,5)

20 Confused seamen
learning to make paints (7)
22 Fittleworth inn, popular
subject for artists (4)

24 Seen on t.v. - things
going on (6)

25 Jack, Jill or Sally could
have given you some (5)

Solution to 114

Across 2 Bored, 5 Cheese, 8 Rue, 9 Friary, 10 Neil, 12 Lays, 13 Hammer, 15 Ruby,
16 Paths, 17 Owl, 19 Ebb, 20 Edict, 21 Moor, 26 Record, 28 Dell, 30 Fair, 31 Fatted,
32 New, 33 Alison, 34 Roses.

Down 1 Harbour, 2 Beelzebub, 3 Raffle, 4 Dairymaids, 5 Carp, 6 Steam, 7 Flora, 11 Oak,
14 Chichester, 18 Woodlands, 22 Railway, 23 Craft, 24 Art, 25 Slides, 27 Chill, 29 Bamn.

Here and There

Keith's research on John Bartlett's school photograph (Magazine 114) has produced most of
the names.and we append a suggested list.
Our thanks to the many people who have helped us. This is Keith's key with the names:

. Carole Dormer 11. Michael Hackford 21. Susan Playfoot
. Pauline Andrews 12. Beryl Saunders 22. Priscilla Elliott
. Lynne Chapman 13. Harvey 23. Philip Playfoot
. Shelia Duncton 14, Wendy Hammond 24. Geoff. Budd
. Sally Thorne 15. Janet Budd 25. Stephen Boakes
Linda Boxall 16. Janet Pidgley 26. Patricia Wales
John Goatcher 17. John Katon 27. Sheila Lucas
Michael Pidgley 18. John Bartlett 28. Ellen Parsons
Ian Christie ? Standing 29. Andrew Bartlett
Brian Dormer 20. Kevin Saunders 30. David Lucking
31. Bertie Peacock

SYXNAUME LN~

Mrs Beryl Randall has the following suggestions for the cubs picture in the same Magazine
but identification proved more difficult in the absence of any identifying 'key' diagram.

Ist on left on floor — John Katon. 2nd on right top — Ken Salter. On right of Mrs Mant —
Colin Doyle. 2nd from right bottom row — Michael Harvey. 3rd from right bottom row —
Leonard Peppering. 6th from right bottom row — Melvin Bridger.
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Walter J. C. Murray Back Row Left — Right continued
Further to our discussion of the book Copsford in previous Magazines, the Society's R. Saunders Station Road.
very good friends Mr Malcolm Walton and Mr John Pelling recall Murray as a frequent L. Playfoot North Street. (Butcher Saddler Row)
contributor to later issues of the Old Sussex County Magazine. They can also remember him D. Thompson High Street.
as a regular speaker at Camera Clubs like those at Worthing and Lancing. T. Grist Grove Street. (Blacksmith's son)
Ron Collins writes: 63 Rosedale Gardens, Thatcham, Berks. RG19 3LF Simmonds Station Road.
Tel. 01635 866268 C. Muskett Grove Street.
Dear Peter, , Next Row Left — Right
During a clear-out, I came across this photo. I can't recall that it has ever appeargd in J. Baxter Cherry Orchard. (Blacksmith's son)
the pages of the Petworth Magazine, and I wonder if it is of use to you and the Magazine. Wakeford North Street.
I do not require it to be returned — please keep for your archives. 1 Standing Moor Farm Lodge, Horsham Road.
The photo is of my period at the school and I recall all the faces, but never had the voice Bob Green (always known as Ozzie) Black Horse, Byworth. Twin of Stan Green.
to make the grade! P. Hall Father Gamekeeper. Moved to Bury Gate.
Happy New Year, Ron Collins { Saunders Hampers Green.
Middle Row Left — Right
R. Hazelman Middle Street.
B. Miles Byworth.
H. Sheilds Park Road.
C. Sadler Cherry Orchard.
H. Tickner Byworth. (Baker's son)
Chum Whitcomb  Grove Street.
F. Kenward Fox Hill.
J. Coddington East Street.
Hooper
C. Stevenson Headmaster.
Second Lower Row  Left — Right
Stan Green Byworth.
Wilson Grove Street.
P. Moore New Street.
H. Saunders Station Road.
D. Boxall
Gigg Station Road.
Carver Station Road.
A. Puttick Wickers, Fox Hill.
Front Row Left — Right
Unknown
Unknown
J. Ruffle Hilliers Lodge.
Back Row Left — Right Green Byworth. Eldest of the 3 boys.
Saunders Hampers Green. Boxall Station Road.
G. Mayes Father Chauffeur to Lord Leconfield. Habgood Riverhill.
Smith Angel Street.

Petworth Boys School Choir 1930/31
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The ice-cream man
Glancing through the Petworth Society scrap
books I found this cutting from the Midhurst
and Petworth Observer for September 8th
1983. I do not recognise the background —
Chichester? Does anyone remember Mr
Haslop, who will probably be no longer with
us?

Ed.

How many of our older readers in the Petworth area
can remember this man?

He is Albert Edward Haslop, and in the mid-1930's,
he was a regular sight on the streets of Petworth,
selling ice-creams from his hand-pushed barrow.

This photograph was taken in 1934, and during the
summer of that year Mr. Haslop regularly travelled
between Midhurst and Petworth, selling his wares.

Now 81, he recently underwent a heart by-pass
operation, but is still going strong and currently lives
at Petersfield Road.

Finally this is the Swan Hotel, Petworth entry in Ashley Courtenary's Let's Halt Awhile
(1945 Edition):

Petworth, Sussex—Swan Hotel Tel. 2102

Petworth is a place to linger in.
Apart from Petworth House, which dominates the town
in the same way as the Castle rules over Arundel, there are
‘three other objectives in Petworth—its Church, its Lombard
Street, and its Swan Hotel, a Trust House in Saddlers Row.
Here again is a good eating and sleeping headquarters, not
only for Petworth, but for all in the immediate vicinity,
especially when Peace Days come along with The Stewards
Cup at Goodwood Racecourse (nine miles), and a day with
the horses over the sticks at Fontwell (seven miles),
Fully licensed. 4% gns. 109, Service charge. Gas fires in
bedrooms,
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The classic view of High Street from the attic window at the Cottage Museum.
Photograph courtesy of Midhurst and Petworth Observer.
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The mystery church bell of Duncton

When the old Duncton Parish church, which stood in the laneway leading up to Manor Farm
at the southern end of the village was pulled down in 1876, it had a remarkable bell, which,
with the old wooden half wheel, was safely conveyed the mile distance to the site of the new
church at the more northern end of the village.

Mr. Frederick T. Barrett, of Sunnyside, Graffham Common, near Petworth, who has
previously written two intensively interesting booklets about this part of the county,
“Graffham through a Thousand Years”, and “The church of St. Giles, Graffham”, suggests
in a new booklet which he has just published about the ancient church bells at Cocking,
Heyshott, Duncton and Graffham, that this ancient bell at Duncton probably has a foreign
origin. The diameter of the bell at the mouth is 23 inches and the height 19 inches.

Mr. Barrett recalls that the inscription, as recorded by Dr. Tyson in 1864, runs thus: DE
FLOTHE A ...E: LA HAGUE: FET: LAN: MCCCLXIX. The H. in Flothe now looks
doubtful, and there appears to be an N before the LA. La Hague is quite clear, as may be seen
from an illustration which Mr. Barrett has of a rubbing made by Mr. Francis W. Steer, the
County Archivist, and if we could but know what the missing letters are our problem would
be solved, says Mr. Barrett.

Quoting from his booklet, Mr. Barrett says: “It has generally been assumed that the bell
is of Dutch origin. The authorities at the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, tell me, however, that
they can find no trace of a bellfounder of the name of De Flothe, and. further, that Flothe is
not a Dutch name. They add that the inscription is hardly likely to refer to the Dutch Hague
atsoearly adateas 1369, when it was only a very small village. There was a castle at La Hague
owned by the Counts of Holland. This still stands, but there is no possibility of bells being
hung in the towers. There was also a monastery in the locality, but it had no tower. So one
turns to France which has its Hagues. If it is a French Hague, Normandy is indicated.
Monsieur de Bouard, Dean of the Faculty of Letters at Caen University, has an intimate
knowledge of that area, and points out that there is in La Hague a small village called
Flottemanville-Hague. So the inscription may refer to a place, and not to a founder. De Flotte
is a Breton surname.”

Mr. Barrett says that up to the present time the Antiquaires de France have not been able
to give him any definite conclusion on the problem. Recalling the times when the men of
Winchelsea and Rye were so often in conflict with the Frenchmen from over the water, Mr.
Barrett suggests that the bell may be of French origin. Quoting further from his book, Mr.
Barrett says: “How did such a bell get to England? Its date, 1369, is significant. In 1377 the
French sacked Rye, and carried off eight bells from the church there. The next year saw the
inevitable reprisal. Listen to Stow: “The men of Winchelsea and Rye gathered a great number
of people together, and embarked themselves towards Normandy, desirous to requite the
losses which before they had received; and so in the night arriving in a towne called Peters-
Haven, entered the same, slaying so many as they met, and those whom they think able to pay
ransome they carry to their ships: they spoyled the houses, with the Churches where they
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unprovoked ill-treatment’ which he had suffered at the hands of William Holmes, an Arundel
attorney, when Tyler attended as a witness in an arbitration dispute. In 1825, as a result of
Tyler querying his accounts, William Knapman, who ran the Earl’s London house, used gross
language to Tyler, and squared up to him, ready for a fight.

With the Earl of course Tyler had to take care, but from time to time he was obviously
in disfavour. In 1816 he apologised for having asked for a Christ’s Hospital nomination for
one of his nephews, and in the same year he was embarrassed by his brother in law who was
proving to be a bad tenant of one of the Earl’s properties. In 1826 he wrote *“it would not
become me to reply to your Lordship” but complained of “the indignities which I have Jately
been subjected to”. Nearly a year later, he referred to the Earl’s “present prejudices” which
meant that he could not *calculate on any favour™.

But his relations with the Earl were not always bad. He was often given the use of the
Earl’s theatre or opera boxes if none of the Earl’s family or friends wanted them. He borrowed
books from the Earl’s library. In 1822, just after the death of the Countess of Egremont, the
Earl’s estranged wife, Tyler asked the Earl “May I be permitted to ask for some article (not
for its pecuniary value) for myself in remembrance of her Ladyship in bygone and better
days?”, ;

What else do we know of Tyler? We know he was a great walker in his youth. We know
that he had become short-sighted by 1818. His household included a cook -housekeeper, a
housemaid, and a “'strong girl”, as well as Richard Goatcher, who was originally his footman.
In the 1820s, he seems to have had trouble keeping a satisfactory housekeeper, writing
repeatedly to the Earl about his search for a replacement.

He also took into his household his sister Sarah’s sons. The first two, Thomas and
William, did not please their uncle, and were sent away again, William in particular being in
disgrace with his uncle, to the extent of being described as his “imprudent nephew” in his will
of 1829. Thomas’ letter of advice to their younger brother Richard , when he was being taken
into Tyler’s household in 1825, gave a vivid picture of the atmosphere of the household. He
wrote of their uncle:

“You will find Mr. Tyler a kind generous benefactor, perhaps sometimes rather hasty,
but soon and easily appeased. You must consider the multiplicity of his business, the
importance of which keeps his mind constantly employed, and leaves him little leisure to
attend to every frivolous affair that may occur among his servants. It is natural for a person
of his age, and so much employed when abroad, to wish for peace and quiet at home and to
dislike wrangling etc. among his dependants and domestics. The servants give little consid-
eration to these matters, but if you are careless about your uncle’s comforts, how can you
expect him, who has already conferred so many benefits on our family to keep you to produce
quarrels and breed disgrace in his household”

“Be deaf to every slander you may hear cast on any person, be no talebearer and
never forget yourself so far as at any time to rail against your benefactor and superior in
office.”

It would seem that there was some disloyalty amongst the servants, for Thomas
warned Richard Y ou will often hear the servants and other speaking against your Uncle, but
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Byworth Post Office in the late 1920s. Photograph by George Garland.
See "Sherbet Fountains and other random recollections".
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A 1933 Harold Roberts cartoon — outside Cockshutts in the Market Square. Subject not known. Another Harold Roberts cartoon. Clearly Mr Boxall the auctioneer.
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seem never to take any notice”. He also advised him on his attitude towards the housekeeper,
Phyllis Caiger, and towards Richard Goatcher. “The Housekeeper being the only person you
will have to submit to, which she being mistress of the house, you must of course do, behave
respectfully to her and with affability to the servants. Interfere not with the concerns of
Richard Goatcher or his family in any way, and do not enter the gardens and fruit grounds just
when you please, or for what you please, without the permission of your Uncle himself, as by
offending Richard Goatcher you may injure yourself considerably, he having by [illegible
word] service great influence with his master.”

Richard seems to have made a success of his residence with his uncle, as he was taken
into his office as clerk in 1827. However, he underwent an evangelical conversion by 1828,
and eventually became minister of Byworth Congregational Church. His brother John was the
one who became a solicitor.

Tyler supported his sister Sarah and her husband and her numerous family. He had at
least three of the boys living with him from time to time, and when he died, his three unmarried
nieces were living with him. He left large sums of money in trust for all his nephews and
nieces, as well as an income to his sister, and an annuity to her husband. He left generous sums
of money to his clerks. He left his housekeeper, Phillis Caiger an annuity of £20. An annuity
of £30 p.a. to Richard Goatcher was revoked by an 1834 codicil to the will, and instead, his
wife Jane was given an annuity of £20 for her sole use, free from interference from her
husband. There were also legacies to their two children and their nephew. In all, Tyler’s
legacies amounted to over £35,000, plus annuities for £150. He also left eleven different
properties. He had obviously been very successful in his business life.

He undoubtedly owed his success to his hard work and efficiency. He ran the
extensive Sussex estates for the 3@ Earl, but also travelled to Yorkshire and to Cumberland
in connection with legal and estate business. Shortly before his death in 1835, the Earl also
gave him the responsibility for the western estates. He dealt with the purchase and sale and
lettings of properties; transacted legal business and brought criminal prosecutions; and set up
and administered detailed accounting systems for what was a very large organisation. He also
represented the Earl’s interest on local cormmittees. In addition to the work for the Earl, he
maintained a private legal practice. No wonder his nephew referred to “the multiplicity of his
business’.

Tyler died in October 1835, rather suddenly, after a few week’s illness. We may never
know precisely why he was so unpopular. It may have been caused by a common belief about
his sexual proclivities. He was obviously a difficult personality, rude and abrasive. His very
efficiency may have offended some who were trying to make more profit than was their due
in their transactions with the estate. Whatever the reason, his unpopularity was such that a
legend grew up (unsubstantiated so far) that after his death, people filled his grave with
cabbage stumps, and danced on it.

Alison McCann
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Owners or Licensees of the Half Moon Inn with indicatory dates

Edward Martin ? ? Bradley 1788
Thomas Moody 1666 Ann Johnson 1799

John Moody ? James Jenner 1826
Thomas Coward 1674 George Lee 1845-55

J. Roberts 1753 Charles Dempster 1858-78
Francis Graves 1762 Thos. & Sophie Pyecroft 188188
William Arthur 1744-87 Sophie Pyecroft 1888-1894

! Mompesson Licensing Accounts — Bucks. Record Office D/X 648

" PHA 3955
" Leconfield. Petworth Manor in the Seventeenth Century

* Petworth Society Magazine issue 27
Miles Costello

Am I descended from Milton?

My father was Portsmouth born but my mother, born in Nottingham, came to the city with her
family as an adolescent. My paternal grandmother Katherine Milton (known as Kate) was
born 1865 at Petworth, West Sussex, so I did wonder whether my grandparents (Kate was the
wife of Charles Prain Minter) moved to Milton in Portsmouth circa 1890 because of her name,
but I never thought to ask. The legend from Kate’s family was that they were descended from
the poet John Milton (1608-1674) but history tells us that the line died out with the poet’s
grandchildren, but only because no records could be found.

My grandmother was very honest and would not have told me a false story. She
certainly believed in this family legend and had always been very decisive with no doubts. 1
decided to prove or disprove it, which was what started me off on genealogy. I had no other
roots in Hampshire so traced back Kate’s family one hundred years at Petworth, then got stuck
and could find none before my great-great-grandfather James Milton who became an
innkeeper and brewer at Petworth.

James was born in 1806 in nearby Fittleworth and had a veritable empire there with
several relatives helping and employing others. He kept the White Hart Inn in the High Street
and the Wheatsheaf at North Street. Both inns that James owned at Petworth are converted
to private residences now.

[ decided to find living descendants to try and solve my problem. I knew the name of
acousin of my grandmother who often visited her and that they had emigrated to New Zealand
so my first step was to approach the New Zealand commission in London with the names of
the cousin(s). They were very helpful and in good time found addresses and several of these
people corresponded - all knew the legend that my grandmother had always told me.

One of these third cousins, Ralph Milton, I traced to South Africa. He continued to write
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nglish Sports.

Pageantof Bignor 1912. Note ladies' headdresses and jester. Episode V Old I
















All retire to sides as Procession enters.

Ladies mounted with Pages,
Hooded falcons on their wrists.

Then Horsemen ride in for Tilting Joust, etc.

HERALD :
“The games are o'er, His Grace the Noble Duke
Doth now command your presence one and all,
He has prepared a feast for every one
In yonder Ancient Castle near, called *“ Arundel.”

General hurrahs of people.

They all pass out singing—" The Kynge's hunte is up.”

Pageant of Bignor.

EPISODE V.

Tilting at the Ring—Ancient Games. A.D. 1300-1400.

ScexE. Near Arundel Castle,

Enter Foresters with dogs, hounds, etc.

HERALD :
" Now in this Scene which follows Norman times,
\We do depict the games and revelries
Which in King Edward's reign were oft times held.
Fair maidens ride with falcons on their wrists,
The men folk tilt the ring—
And men in armour duels fight,
But first a jester leads a merry throng
Of Morris dancers and of children sweet."”

Enter Jester leading on troupe of Morris Dancers, and 16 country dance children.

Music: Sellinger's Round.
Jester dances lo centre, and then goes fo side.
Morris dancers advance.

 Bobbing Joe,"
** Princess Royal."

They retire, and Jester leads children forward.
They dance an old country dance.

People applaud.
22
23

Book of the Pageant Bignor 1912. Episode V.
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The Graces were near their lov'd queen
And some Kalydor quickly applied,
When no trace of a wrinkle was seen
As with rapture its virtue they tried.
To "Rowland" praise only was due,
And the Goddess confess'd it in duty,
Who can faded complexions renew
When insolent Time kisses Beauty.

A letter from A.A. Knight to Mr. Pitfield
August 1914

(A.A. Knight was managing clerk at Messrs Brydone and Pitfield the solicitors in Market
Square. John Pitfield, by this time, senior partner.)
Dear Mr. Pitfield, Petworth, 10™ August 1914

Yours of yesterday's date is duly to hand.

I am not surprised to hear that you had a tedious journey to Blandford, but am glad you
ultimately reached Grafton House' in good time and found your mother much better than she
was at Easter.

We have had rain most days but I think it has not been sufficient to do much harm to the
corn. Today has been very mild with plenty of sun.

The excitement of the war is very great here and does not tend to assist the getting on
with the usual everyday work. Special Constables, to the number of 24, were sworn in at the
Town Hall today for this Petty Sessional Division. The railway and other bridges are being
guarded by persons volunteering for the purpose.

I will attend to the matters you have mentioned in your letter as far as I am able.

[ am going to Haslemere? tomorrow afternoon

I sent Miss Peachey? ten £1 postal orderson Friday lastand she has acknowledged them but
says she does not think she will be able to get to Haslemere either tomorrow or Tuesday week ...

[The letter closes with some notes on financial affairs.]

with kind regards

All well believe me.

Yours very truly, Alfred A. Knight.

! John Pitfield's family home

2 John Pitfield had a Haslemere sub-office at this time, attending probably once a week or by appointment

) Ebernoe House had been sold in 1912 and the three unmarried Peachey sisters forced to move out. The
reference here is to Margaret Grace, the eldest daughter of John Peachey, one time master of Ebernoe. Sce
ot all sunshine Hear' - a history of Ebernoe (1996) chapter 30
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Pageant of Bignor 1912.
A Druid.

New Members

Mr. and Mrs. Bates

Mr. and Mrs. J. Brown
Mrs. J. Burton

Mr. G.T. Coulson
Countess J. De Vops Va

Mr. A. Easton

Mr. D. Fitzpatrick
Mr. A. Fuzz

Mrs. C. Luck

Mr. and Mrs L. Milsom
Mr. N. Shaw

Mrs. A. Wadey
Mrs. E.M. Wood
Mr. D. Field-Wright
Mr. M. Penfold
Mrs. M. Bing

Mrs. R. Miller

Mr. B. Peacock

Mr. R. Smith

Mr. P. Woodhead

41, Lindsey Close, Pollards Hill, Mitcham, Surrey.

45. Streatham Road, Mitcham, Surrey, CR4 2AD.

2, Westways, Rosemary Lane, Petworth, GU28 0BA.

April Cottage, 293, North Street, Petworth, GU28 ODN.

n Steenwyk

Little Denmans, East Street, Petworth, GU28 0AB.

395a, Midhurst Road, Tillington, Petworth, GU28 0QY.
Holly Tree Cottage, Angel Street, Petworth, GU28 0BG.
Mants, Bedham, Pulborough, RH20 1JR.

Stone House Cottage, High Street, Petworth, GU28 OAV.
Arunwood, High Street, Loxwood, Billingshurst, RH14 0ED.
Virginia Cottage, Lombard Street, Petworth, GU28 0AG.
5,'Pqund Close, Petworth.

Villa Malta, Rumani Street, Xlendi, Gozo, malta, VCT 115.
Fernlea, Ashley Lane, New Milton, Hants., BH25 SAH.

P.O. Box 26, Bicester, Oxfordshire, 0X26 4GL.

Yeomans, Upperton, Petworth, GU28 9BG.

West View, Upperton, Petworth, GU28 OBE.

7, Dawtrey Road, Petworth.

The Old Chapel, Elsing Road, North Tuddenham, Derdham, Norfolk.
Tarry Cottage, Church Lane, Daglingworth, Cirencester, GL77AG.
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