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VANDALISM AT
PETWORTH FAIR

You will be aware that the priceless
hundred vyear old “Galloping Horses”
roundabout owned by Robert Harris and
his brothers was attacked by vandals in
Petworth Market Square on the evening
preceding the annual fair. Fire damage
was severe.

It is particularly distressing given that the Harris family have been
coming to Petworth for over a hundred years. They were here for
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Petworth Fair itself is one
of the oldest, if not the oldest, street fairs in the south of England.
Even in 1273, no man could remember the beginning of it.

In response to feeling widely expressed in the town, the Petworth
Society, who organise the fair, are setting up a fund to help Harris
Brothers, at least partially, to defray the very considerable cost of
repair and restoration, so that, ideally at least, the family can operate
again in the spring. The Petworth Society have already made a
substantial donation, while Petworth Town Band will give a benefit
concert in St. Mary's Church on February 4th.

Donations please to :-

The Hon, Treasurer

Mr. A. Henderson,

62 Sheepdown Drive,
Petworth,

West Sussex GU2Z8 OBX

Cheques should be made out to the "Petworth Society Fair Appeal”

WE HOPE ALSO TO HAVE AT LEAST ONE GO BOX IN THE

The original appeal poster. In a thoughtful touch, this one, originally on the Leconfield Hall
outside notice board has been singed at the bottom.
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Very sad, I first went on that roundabout 88 years ago.

What a shocker. Disgusting.

Enclosed is a small donation toward restoring the Carousel. Do hope it will be possible.
The fair has given so much enjoyment over the years to so many people, myself included.

I enclose a cheque for £50 for the Fair appeal. This amount was raised by having araffle
at a recent meeting of Sussex County Association of Change Ringers (Western Division).

We feel ashamed that this has happened in our town and we only wish we could give
more to the fund. Our children are just getting to an age when they appreciate the fair and they
had a lovely time this year. We hope that, as they grow they will have many years to enjoy
this important date in the Petworth year - and hopefully one day bring new grandchildren to
enjoy it too.

[ was shocked and really upset to hear what happened to the Harris’s Carousel ... you
have a mammoth task to raise the money needed for the restoration and I hope you will be
successful.

Thank you for your involvement.

We’ve always enjoyed the old Gallopers at Petworth Fair and other functions. How
anyone can do such needless damage to such a historic old ride is beyond belief.

Slow and painful in mid-January

Our first reaction to the events of 18" November was sheer devastation and disbelief. It was
a low key Christmas for the family, the psychological effects not obvious immediately but
taking their own time. Remember the whole family was still grieving the loss of our mother
in September. To follow this with the greatest disaster to have befallen us in over hundred
years must have its effect.

We were faced with an immediate problem: we were booked for the National Trust’s
Victorian Fair at Petworth House in mid-December and were without our roundabout. Trevor
Williams from Detling near Maidstone had a similar machine and loaned it tous free of charge
so that we could fulfil our commitment. It worked very well, but of course it was disappointing
for us not to take our own equipment to Petworth House; after all John Harris had brought his
steam roundabout to Petworth for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. Hopefully
we’ll come another year. Incidentally Trevor Williams knows a thing or two about hooligan
attacks himself.

We’ve had gifts of money and a great deal of help in kind, including labour, from
showmen and fair enthusiasts. 1 suppose the roundabout suffered about 45% loss, the main
concentration being on the superstructure of the centre trailer. This was significantly
damaged, including the very ornate centre drum with the twelve antique mirrors and some
very rare Victorian carving depicting the “Green Man™ a pagan symbol of virility. Itisonly
thanks to the prompt action of Petworth Fire Brigade that damage was not even more severe.
They did a miraculous job. Their efficiency meant that we were able to recover four damaged
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centre carved panels. These will enable us at least to copy, reproduce and rebuild and restore
something of the ride’s former glory. That said, of course, the loss of the originals is a tragedy
and very hard to bear, while the cost of craftsmanship of such quality is high. This particular
task will not be undertaken before we go back on the road and will probably cost as much (or
more) as all our other restoration work. The lost cut glass bevelled mirrors will be difficult
to source. Two or three have survived intact but another ten or so will need to be replaced.
Hopefully quantity will bring down the unit expense.

The wooden understructure of the roundabout is largely destroyed but the burnt-out
shell remains, enabling us to take exact measurements. The turntable of the trailer is
significantly damaged, but is being restored in ash, taking its old form of a Sussex cart. This
is a specialised job on which the carpenter is already working. It will be identical to its
predecessor, replacing like with like. There is scorch damage on the galloping horses, not
directly affected by the central fire but by falling pieces of flaming tilt. We haven’t started
on this yet. What we have already done is to redecorate the steps, refurbish inside and outside
platform rods, paint and refurbish the platforms and refurbish supports. A new tilt has been
ordered for spring and accessories to hang down and protect from the weather, also fourteen
new “swifts” - spars to support the roundabout. We have been given oak and ash for the
undercarriage by a sympathetic saw mill in Devon, among others.

And what is our attitude to Petworth? Basically the same as it has always been, the most
electric night of the year. Despite this tragedy we need to look forward not back. The
unthinkable can happen, even at somewhere like Petworth. Such things cannot be allowed
to deter us. Our thoughts are with the vast majority of people who expect to see us as usual.
In this second week of January, slowly and painfully we’re turning the corner. Our usual work
has had to be suspended and we’re working round the clock. We've had enormous good will
and a great deal of skilled volunteer help. We’re still in shock but we’ll be back.

Robert Harris on the telephone

Conclusion — of a kind

I reproduce the programme for the Band Concert on January 28th and am writing this with
the Magazine due to go to the printer almost immediately. St Mary's was full and admission
and raffle raised £900 for the appeal. We were able to give Harris Brothers a Society cheque
for £12,000 in addition to £1,125 already donated.

It's always a pleasure for us to work with the Town Band : the link between the two
groups has been a close one from the very beginnings in 1974. Their organisation on this
occasion was superb, taking over the admission and raffle while Debbie, Linda and Marian
provided tea, using the impressive new facilities at the church. No light task given the
numbers. Paddy Poste acted as M.C. while Lord Egremont, as a Society committee member,
handed the cheque over to Robert Harris. Three Harris brothers were at the church, two
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Damage caused to Galloping Horses by falling pieces of blazing tilt, 18th November 2005. Photograph by My J. Jones.




Petworth Town Band Concert 28" January 2006
In Support of

The Harris Family Galloper Restoration
Fund

Musical Director — Paula Streeter

Programme
Bandology Arr. F. Wright

Lion King Arr. F. Bernaerts
Amparito Roca Arr. A. Winter

Something Stupid — Cornet Duet Arr. A. Fernie

Rondeau Purcell Arr. M. Hopkinson
Musket Fife and Drum Arr. B. Hingley

Standard of St George K. Alford

Yesterday — Horn Solo R. Woodfield

Floral Dance Arr. D. Broadbent
1914 March Arr. G. Mackenzie

Interval

There’s No Business Like Show Business Arr. B Fraser
Candle In The Wind Arr. F. Bernsaerts
The Joker —~ Trombone Solo Arr. H. Moss

Is this the way to Amarillo Arr. J. Ocean
Trumpet Concerto in E flat 2* Movement Haydn

Trumpet Tune Purcell

The Mission Arr. F. Bernaerts
If Tomorrow Never Comes Arr. S. Cortland
The Best of ABBA Arr. F. Bernaerts

Sussex by the Sea W. Ward - Higgs
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ladies drove so it would have been a hire car. They did have someone to drive them
occasionally. I can still picture the dressing of green oiled-silk.

My mother found the Lawson-Walton household rather more forthcoming. She was
given the study as a sitting-room and a cot was provided for my little brother. Once I went
to Stopham House where my cousins were staying, presumably I went on the bus. Iremember
being shown the boat-house.

Once my mother and brother had gone, I became very homesick and when a family
member who had a car brought my mother up to see me it only made it worse. We had tea
at the Four and Twenty Blackbird’s on the corner of Church Street, the first time I had ever
been out to tea. The cups were of cream china with a green border oversewn, as it seemed,
at the edge. I then grew even more homesick and it was then only a matter of time before 1
went home.

Looking back, I suppose my time at Byworth gave me an insight into how other people
lived. Ineverhadto doathing as regards helping in the house and the lovely pictures, the vases
of flowers, the down cushions probably gave me an appreciation of such things that I might
not otherwise have had. I suppose that evacuation was for me as much of a “culture-shock™
as for anyone else but compared to many others no doubt [ was very fortunate. From Byworth
I would go with my school to Godalming.

Years later I was in Petworth and happened to mention Miss Ratcliffe to someone in
an antique shop. He said she had passed away just months before. Visiting Byworth today
Fairfield seems now to be called Quarry Hill.

June Prince (née Doige) was talking

Some Recollections of an Evacuee

My first memory concerning the Second World War is being bundled onto a train at Peckham
Rye Station in south London, with a lot of children 1 did not know, clutching my gas mask.
We had practised using these horrible things and I suppose the reason for it all had been
explained to me but I do not remember. It was September 1939 and I was seven years old.
I was luckier than most because my parents were with me. As my father, Howard Phillips,
was a teacher at The Oliver Goldsmith School in Peckham, he was allowed to take his family
with him when the school was evacuated. The school that1 had previously attended must have
been sent elsewhere.

We arrived at a place called Billingshurst and were assembled in the front garden of a
large house, to be selected by the people with whom we were to be billeted. It seemed a long
wait but we were eventually rescued by Mr. and Mrs. Newsom. Perhaps, as Mrs. Newsom
was a teacher at Billingshurst school, they had already agreed to accommodate a teacher plus
wife or husband, but not a child as well. However, we went to live in their bungalow in Daux
Avenue where they very kindly gave up two rooms for us and shared the use of the bathroom
and kitchen. Their daughter, Joan, had joined the Land Army but came home on leave
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North Street c1890. See "Rural District Council minutes."
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The photograph was taken in 1933/4. "See "Petworth Post Office....
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A reminder of last summer.

to the colours of the original

Black and white will not do justice

occasionally. I was quite happy there and loved the cat, dog and chickens, but it must have
been difficult for them. Another teacher and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Downes, with their
daughters, Susan and Mary, were allocated a small bungalow not far away and we all become
good friends.

All the children and teachers were somehow absorbed into Billingshurst School, where
the headmaster was Dr. Morton. The church hall was used for P.E., country dancing, sewing
and the knitting of socks, in very hard wool, for our soldiers.

My father was a handicrafts teacher (woodwork and technical drawing) but there were
no suitable facilities in the school. He therefore taught general subjects, including nature
study which led to an unfortunate incident concerning a holly twig. He and a group of the
older pupils were collecting examples of leaves, berries etc. on a nature walk around the
village, when they were approached by someone who accused my father of stealing holly
from his hedge. He explained the circumstances but was never-the-less taken to court, where
he defended himself and several children spoke up for him. I am not sure whether he was
found not guilty or if the case was dismissed, but it was a very worrying time.

At Christmas, the teachers arranged some entertainments. My father and Mr. Downes
played in “Box and Cox”, a one-act operetta by Gilbert and Sullivan. It was very amusing.

My mother, Gwen, was required to take a Red Cross First Aid course in case of
emergencies. She was a pharmacist and sometimes worked for Mr. Gillibrand, the village
chemist.

Other memories include slipping through the ice on the pond in that very cold winter,
dancing around the Maypole in the following spring, for the visit of Lady Reading and
presenting her with a bouquet, eating an ice cream on Brighton beach while looking towards
the barricade of barbed wire and of course, watching the dog-fights overhead when the Battle
of Britain began.

Lady Reading founded the Women's Voluntary Service (WVS now RWVS), supervised
the evacuation of children from London and the large cities and instigated many social services.

We began to hear stories of some children not being well looked after by their host
families and of some local people having difficulties with their evacuees. As the expected
bombing of cities had not really begun, some children were taken back home.

Later in 1940 the education authorities decided that a handicrafts teacher was needed
in Petworth. We said “good-bye” to the Newsoms and Billingshurst and were moved into

Gofts Cottage in nearby Byworth. The cottage belonged to Mrs. Gatehouse, whose daughter
Nancy was away at school I think. It was the home of her chauffeur and his wife but as he
was serving in the RAF, his wife was living in the “big house”. Next door lived Mr. Harper,
the gardener, with his wife and son. We thought that we were so lucky to have a whole cottage
to ourselves, with a large garden - we soon began to “dig for victory”. I acquired a cat and
two rabbits from Mr. Harper, who bred them. I was quite surprised by the arrival of baby
rabbits and my education in these matters was broadened further by watching a calfbeing born
in the field next to our garden.
This was a whole new world to me and I loved it. With my mother or friends I went
blackberrying and collected sweet chestnuts. In the spring I picked primroses, violets and
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district, together with a statement and estimated cost of putting the roads in a fairly good state

of repair fit to be taken over and maintained by the Council, I have kept in view the general ENTRE CHANGE OF COMPANY

physical surroundings, and public use of the various roads. I have classified them to the best THS T0UR.
of my judgement, for the public advantage there are certain roads running through the district cl U "N

which are of advantage to the general public and should therefore be kept in good repair.
These I have termed First Class Roads. Cross roads and lanes metalled I have termed Second
Class, unmetalled roads and lane I have termed Third Class.

Conclusions

The roads on the northern side of Petworth are in better condition than on the south. This UP-To-DATE

is due to the fact that the roads on the northern side are generally more open, viz, not so
confined between high banks and hedges, and to the fact that better material is used, and in -
many cases better management, and to a fact of not the least importance that a steam roller

has been used to some extent in the northern parishes. It might be used to greater advantaging
by coating greater lengths and well grouting them in, a very great deal of waste of materials
and manual labour should then be saved.

Steam Roller

I would strongly advise the general use of a steam roller throughout the district as a saving Clunn Lewis travelling poster c1911. A xeT s .

to the ratepayers, to say nothing of the saving to those who use the roads for vehicular traffic. See"The map of Ireland...." cl “"" lE w Is
In my opinion it is positive cruelty to horses to have to travel over miles of loose stones. More S o S T
especially I would point to Fox Hill in Petworth parish, now covered with loose stones, half vk

of which will be simply wasted before they are consolidated. In reference to the different E A nn ' P A sco

parishes, Barlavington, Burton, Bury and Coates and Sutton are the worst managed, not imsmbien 3 Kipertiomie. Latent s, ~The Kiming Lips” ~The g |
= 0t e e AL SBowld B M r

New Fit-up, Scenery and Decorations.

sufficient labour being used for siding and cleaning water tables &c. and very inferior I
material and inadequate quantities being used. The roads generally in Egdean and Allc[ wv"n"AM

i el Eadhaed Vimnliod mmed Plsmaint.

Fittleworth are also bad — more especially as they have plenty of good materials in the

neighbourhood. Duncton, Petworth and the northern parishes are better but there is plenty GEHTIE Douc L As

of room for improvement in all of them. S0 seevemplishent Chacaetos Tmgeeremat e eed Do

George Lintott, Surveyor, Cranleigh Ye Aﬁtmg Hmmttes

Measles at Plaistow A Povfier Erralling

June 11" 1895 e e R

It was resolved that Plaistow school should be closed from the 4" to the 17" or any date The Mldget Mohawks
as the medical officer shall direct in consequence of measles prevailing amongst the e
pupils. 4 P‘HTASTIC FANTOCCINNL

A Dilapidated Workshop at Petworth - ats, Heathen Chiness, Pdrjmm :
25" June 1895 COMIC SEETCHES
The Clerk produces a letter from Mr. J.A. Redgrave Her Majesty’s Inspector of Factories NSRSt P O Dt e,

calling (sfrgmon to the dilapidated and dirty condition of the workroom of George Nevatt, CLUNN LEWIS & GERTIE DOUGLAS.
taylor of Petworth. Change of Performance Each Evening.
According to the Post Office directory for 1895 Nevatt was operating from a premises in o R A e e

East Street. By the turn of the century Bennett’s Business Directory has Nevatt still Reserved Seats, 1/ Second Seats, 6

trading in East Street but rather grandly described as ‘Naval and Military Tailors, Drapers and e St

Hatters’. Sl Pripristir - CLUNN LEWIS
NEW. LONDON LI]D“!}IH ﬂl‘l Asghum Rocd, Pekhoom, SE

e L e g [ e ey gy
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Ellen Terry as "Fair Rosamund" in Becket. From Charles Hiatt: Ellen Terry (1899).
See "The map of Ireland...."

Improving the Pavement in Lombard Street

37 September 1895

Mpr. Stanley moves that the pavement in Lombard Street to be taken up and relaid to the level
of the street.

It would appear that Mr. Stanley - who owned a wine and spirit business in the street
- may have been unhappy with the recent construction of the raised pavement which ran as
it does today the entire length of the east side of Lombard Street. Perhaps the reduction in the
width of the street caused by the new pavement restricted deliveries to his property. Who
knows? Whatever his argument may have been history has proved that he was unsuccessful
in his motion.

The Street Well in North Street

17" September 1895

The clerk produces a letter from Mrs. Holland asking for the removal of the street well near
the Wheatsheaf Inn, North Street. The matter is referred to the Parochial Committee.

The position of the street well or ‘tap’ would clearly have had an effect on the work
going on at the adjacent Glebe Villas site. Mrs. Holland planned to build the new houses much
closer to the road than the derelict properties that formerly occupied the site and it seems quite
likely that the 'tap' was in the way. Clearly unhappy with Mrs. Holland’s request to remove
the well altogether the council eventually agreed to allow her to reposition it at her cost from
one side of the pavement to the other. Sadly the ‘tap’ has long since disappeared. however
the spring that fed it still habitually rises in the cellar of the old Wheatsheaf Inn and an electric
pump is required to prevent the cellar from flooding.

Tenders for Steam Rolling
15" October 1895
The clerk is directed to advertise for steam rolling in the whole district for 28 days.

The Wokingham company of J.G. Foard are awarded the contract to roll the district

roads at the princely sum of one shilling and sixpence a day.

A road gang working between
Petworth and Tillington in 1903.
GARLAND COLLECTION. The
road roller belonged to the Yapton
company of John Sparks and the
three-man gang would spend long
periods away from home living in
a sleeping cabin which would be

® towed behind the roller. Sparks

= supplied steam machinery androad
gangs on contracts to district
councils all over Sussex and
Hampshire.
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so. They were travelling marionette players and used to do a show every night for the
children.” There is a strong probability that we have here a reference to Clunn Lewis, by 1911
one of the very last representatives of the old puppet theatre in England. Bill Ede was vague:
he did not see the show himself, nor did he know where it was held. Given this vagueness,
the fact that, with his wife ill, Lewis was travelling with his niece and a young “serio™ does
not necessarily invalidate the identification. Certainly there can be no doubt of Lewis’
familiarity with and affection for the town.

When ill here in 1909 no less a personage than Lord Leconfield himself seems to have
arranged for the showman to be looked after. “We used to be very popular in Petworth and
district,” Lewis noted at the time, “but other times, other manners.” By 1913 he had been on
the road for 47 years and the constant peregrination from village to village was taking its toll.

Lewis’ biography is decidedly sketchy, the standard text being the lone Daily Chronicle
report of 1911. Ofits nature the report reflects the demise of the travelling marionette player.
There had been a time when Clunn Lewis had been reasonably prosperous, with savings at
one time of some £700.° By 1909 he no longer “tented” and the Chronicle reporter two years
later has him “now in a barn, now in an outhouse, now set up by the wayside green.” In early
days he and his wife had saved enough money to buy the famous Middleton puppets, and had
a repertoire, allegedly, of some seventy plays. Now he was reduced to playing the old blood
and thunder dramas wherever he could find an audience. Failing that, he would simply play
his Irish harp for anyone who would listen. His plays were now Maria Marten or The Murder
in the Red Barn", Arden of Faversham or Jack Sheppard: the audience “little crowds of
children and smiling rustics.” Some of the Middleton dolls were two hundred years old,
notably Mother Shipton “who smokes a pipe as miraculously and effectively as she did in the
days of Marlborough.” The Chronicle reporter found Clunn Lewis “a grand old fellow, a
regular Dickens character in his top-hat that has braved sunshine and storm and with the map
of Ireland in his face betraying an ancestry from across St. George’s channel.”

Born at Ramsgate and brought up by his grandfather, Clunn Lewis had originally been
intended for the Catholic priesthood and, as a young man, had known both Cardinal Manning
and Cardinal Vaughan. The lure of the puppets however proved too much for his vocation.
Already at the age of four he had been entranced by the puppet version of the Maid and the
Magpie’, Mother Shipton making her usual appearance. Little did Lewis realise that one day
he would buy the set-up he had just seen, including Mother Shipton herself.

It was his grandfather who taught the young puppeteer to play the harp and to paint
scenery - both very useful skills in later life. First tentative steps were at Ramsgate, and a local
inn, then at the Old Philharmonic in the town. He specialised in portraying old men. “I was
pantaloon® at sixteen and I remember the clown was over sixty. He suffered martyrdom from

’ Daily Chronicle as before. A serio is a (usually) comic actor or vocalist
% Daily Chronicle as before
" George Speaight: The History of the English Puppet Theatre (2" Edition 1990) lists this play as being
performed by puppets at Sunderland in 1859. As a stage play it had been performed as early as 1815.
* Writing in 1904 (Highways and Byways in Sussex page 91) E.V. Lucas describes just such a show
seen in Petworth a few years previously.
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| Harp Solos, &c., &c.
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Dolly Dramas, Farces and Varieties.

Funny Fantoc

Presents the Original Middleton’s Marionettes.

Established 200 Years.

Private Parties, School Treats and Bazaars
attended.
% e
i ANDRESS 1 — Pa'%miv/ﬂz/:u -':_-
=
PN T COTRASE, 7
WESF—MAHEINS, KENT

Clunn Lewis promotional leaflet about 1911,
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“And little boys had never seen The “penny dreadful” on the screen.” See “The Map of Ireland”
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“You are beneath me in the social scale! I cannot marry you, but no one else shall possess you.
Therefore you must die! Aha!” No one believes that Mr. Shaw is really bloodthirsty, but as
a little boy he was like the rest of us when children - bloodthirsty and romantic. And Clunn
Lewis’s art had made him feel very young again. His time-worn top-hat and cheery smile
make the old man look like a real live Dickens character. With an invalid wife at home and
the approach of this threescore-and-tenth anniversary, Clunn Lewis is enjoying the greatest
surprise of his life. His show has suddenly achieved popularity with the leaders of the
theatrical profession, and his audience, which for half a century were very ‘gaping rustics,’
now include the influential minority of thinkers and workers who do not often frequent the
‘penny gaff’. So it is to be hoped that, after his long years of endeavour, the evening of his
life is going to be spent amid a modest measure of comfort and the growing appreciation of
those of us who respect the splendid character and enjoy the fine old flavour of his work and
its peculiar merits so admirably set forth by Mr. George Bernard Shaw.”

What is not entirely clear is Clunn Lewis’ attitude toward his somewhat unlikely
patrons. At the very least such violent shifts of audience may have been disconcerting. We
may wonder too if Lewis was quite as unsophisticated as the literature suggests. It is a point
to which we will need to return.

One last “hurrah™ for the old Shaw, Chesterton, Ellen Terry axis is provided by the
February 1921 issue of the theatrical magazine The Chapbook. Wholly written by E. Gordon
Craig, Ellen Terry s theatrical designerson, it is a somewhat flamboyant defence of the puppet
as an example for the modern actor, too easily prepared to conform to stereotype and abandon
his art. While there is constant mention of Clunn Lewis, there is no hard information about
him. E. Gordon Craig effectively uses him as a cipher for his own views on acting. The old
cry for a permanent position in Battersea Park is reiterated however. “I want to see Mr. Lewis
installed in a large and well equipt (sic) Puppet Play House in Battersea Park by next JUNE.
June 1921.7* Mr. John Burns, local M.P. and former Cabinet member, is to have particular
responsibility for effecting this. As for Mr. Clunn Lewis, his address is ““c/o Ellen Terry, 215
Kings Road, Chelsea.” While no doubt this was a forwarding address, the link with Ellen
Terry, if perhaps at times desultory, had endured for some three decades.

Clunn Lewisdiedin 1923. According to John McCormick'® the old Middleton puppets
were bought by the French collector Leopold d’Or from Lewis’ second wife. Clearly the
Battersea Park project came to nothing. The puppets were exhibited in 1939 and eventually
came into the possession ofthe Musée de Gadagne at Lyon where they remain. Accompanying
documentation appears largely to have been lost.

There is obviously much more to be said about Clunn Lewis. Anarticle in the ephemeral
puppet magazine The Mask for January 1913 would be a desideratum. It certainly seems
as though the Daily Chroniclereport, crucial as it is, may be heavily slanted toward portraying
the twilight of the travelling puppeteer. It was, perhaps, not always so. At one time Lewis
had been something of an impresario, not a wandering solo performer with a minimal back-up.

" Page 33
'* Page 225
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Two posters, one in the British Library Evanion Catalogue, one in private hands, suggest a
certain prosperity. The former, from 1893, shows a youthful looking Clunn Lewis presiding over
“the oldest travelling exhibition in England.” It features, among other acts, Clunn Lewis, the
Middleton Marionettes, Mrs. Clunn Lewis, serio-comic vocalist, Katie-Marie Clare, marionette
manipulator and comic, Edith Celestine, vocalist and dancer, W. Middleton,'® and the Italian
fantoccini. Lewis can be contacted at 92 Queens Road, Peckham (next to the Marist Convent).

The second poster again suggests a certain degree of success. There is no mention of
W. Middleton which may indicate a date after 1893. The artistes are quite different and Lewis
gives his “new” address as 193 Asylum Road, Peckham. Harry Pasco is acting as agent for a
new show of which Clunn Lewis is ““sole proprietor’”. The company is a touring one with Clunn
Lewis himselfbilled as song-writer, vocal comedian and solo harpist. He offers “new local and
extempore songs”. Harry Pasco, top of the supporting cast, comedian and elocutionist, offers

Wednesday

Breakfast: As before.
Dinner: Suet Pudding, 11b vegetables.
Supper:  As before.
Thursday

Same as Sunday throughout.
Friday

Breakfast: As before.
Dinner:  Soup 31b 2o0z.
Supper:  As before.
Saturday

Breakfast: As before.

his latest successes, “The Kissing Cup” and The Sign of the Cross™. “All should hear him” Dinner:  Bread 90z, cheese 20z.
recommends the handbill. Alice Wyndham is ballad vocalist and pianist, Gertie Douglas Supper:  Bread 8oz, cheese 20z.
character impersonator and dancer. The programme again features marionettes: “Ye Acting n.b. If cake were given for supper instead of bread then the quantity to be 100z. Beer during
Marionettes” on their grand miniature stage, with costumes by Madam Pasco, and the fantastic supper and dinner as much as they wish."
Fantoccini “Clowns, acrobats, heathen Chinese, fairy dancers and nondescripts.”'” Clunn Men who go out to work."
Lewis and Gertie Douglas join up for comic sketches “Which of the two,” and, “Butler and Breakfast: Bread 100z, cheese 20z.
Parlourmaid.” Reserved seats are a shilling, second seats sixpence. Dinner:  Same as breakfast.
Supper:  Meat 70z. Bread 50z with hot meat, 80z with cold meat. Vegetables with hot meat.

The meals to be at the following times.
16 Middleton played the cornet and dulcimer (McCormick page 202) Breakfast; 8 o'clock.

1 Trick figures, see Speaight page 236 Dinner: 1 o'clock.
Supper: 6 o'clock.

Miles Costello

A Petworth Workhouse Diet of 1833

WSRO PAR/149/12/1. Petworth Churchwardens minute book June 6th 1833.

It is unclear whether the gruel was made with milk or simply flour boiled in water with salt added
Bill of Fare for the Poorhouse.! for seasoning. Indeed this latter recipe was also recommended as the breakfast diet of prisoners in
Sunday the Petworth House of Correction.

Breakfast: Gruel as much as they please.” " “‘Asmuch as they please’, uncharacteristically generous perhaps, butany such signs of benevolence
Dinner:  Meat pudding 100z, or boiled pork or bacon 60z. Bread 40z, vegetables as much would disappear with the rigid uniformity introduced by the Poor Law Amendment Act (1834).
as they please.™ Designed to rid the country of the huge disparity in conditions the act would improve the regime
Supper:  Bread 7oz, cheese 20z, or butter loz.
Monday inmate would have the right to have his food weighed in front of him but as in the case of poor Oliver
Breakfast: As before. Twist no expectation of receiving any additional rations.

of the worst institutions while destroying any advances made in the better ones. From 1834 every

Dinner:
Supper:
Tuesday
Breakfast:
Dinner:
Supper:

Soup 31b 20z.
Same as Sunday.

As before."
As Sunday.
As before.
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*As before’ is a constant term used throughout the workhouse and penal systems and it would appear
that the monotony of the diet rather than the quantity of the food was generally used as a deterrent.
While beer was freely available to all inmates, spirits were strictly outlawed.

In setting the diet of working inmates the vestry had to balance the need to encourage the men to work
and to keep them physically fit while at the same time ensuring that the inmates were not better fed
than those parishioners not dependant upon poor relief.
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Where was Hungry Corner?

I am currently researching my family history and from this research so far, I have found in the
1851 census for Petworth, that my great great grandfather Henry Long, an agricultural
labourer and his family, lived at an address given as Hungry Corner. It's an intriguing name
and I am therefore trying to find out more about this address and location.

From the record in the census, Hungry Comer appears to be located between Gore Hill
and Byworth. It's not clear if this refers to an actual property, or if it refers to aroad or perhaps
a farmstead. I believe this may have been two adjoining cottages as Henry's brother John and
his family lived next door. (Another brother William and his wife Sarah, lived in Byworth).

Henry Long was born in 1806 in Petworth and was the son of John and Ann (nee Biggs).
John Long appears to have originally come from Tillington. Henry married Mary Barnes in
1829 and I have traced seven children born to them between 1830, their daughter Mary, and
1845 when their son Benjamin was born. He was my great grandfather who subsequently
moved to Croydon in the 1860's, married and raised his family there. Henry stayed in the
Petworth area and in the 1881 census he is listed as a widower living in Pound Street.

So to put some 'flesh on the bones', any information anyone has on Hungry Corner or
indeed the Long family itself would be very welcome. I will reply to all correspondence.

Philip Streeter 1 Teevan Close, Addiscombe, Croydon, Surrey CRO 6RR
Email: philip.streeter@croydon.gov.uk

New Members

Mrs. Lucy Banting 24 Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Collette Broodbank 9 Edmonds House, Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Mrs. G. Hill 9 Lund House, Wyndham Road, Petworth.

Vera Jenner Barnard's Farm, Halstead Road, Fordham, Colchester, CO6 3LL.
Mrs. Diana Knight Uplands, Church Street, Bowerchalke, Salisbury, SP5 SBH.
Miss S. Mathee 4 Park Terrace, Tillington, Petworth, GU28 9AE.

Mrs. J. Prince The Coach House, Prinsted, Emsworth, Hants., PO10 8HR.
Mrs. S. Stanford Oakdene, Sandleheath, Fordingbridge, Hants., SP6 1TD.

The Revd. & Mrs. M. Till Ryde House, Angel Street, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. N. Wheeler  Coppards, Middle Street, Petworth.

Dr. Bernard Woolford Salem Heights, 3455 Salem Road, Locust Hill, Ontario, Canada,
LOH 1J0.
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