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Constitution and Officers

The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character and amenities of the
town and parish of Petworth including Byworth; to encourage interest in the history of the
district and to foster a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian and non-profit
making.

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place of residence who is interested in
furthering the object of the society.

The annual subscription is £9.00. Single or double one Magazine delivered. Postal
£11.00 overseas £15.00. Further information may be obtained from any of the following:

Chairman
Mr P.A. Jerrome MBE, Trowels, Pound Street, Petworth [STD 01798] (Tel. 342562)
GU28 0DX
Vice Chairman
Mr K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth (Tel. 342585) GU28 OEW
Hon. Treasurer
Mr A. Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth (Tel. 343792) GU28 0BX
Committee
Mr Stephen Boakes, Lord Egremont, Mrs Carol Finch, Mr Ian Godsmark,
Mrs Audrey Grimwood, Mr Philip Hounsham, Mrs Anne Simmons, Mrs Ros Staker,
Mr J. Taylor, Mrs Deborah Stevenson, Mrs Patricia Turland, Mrs Linda Wort
Magazine distributors
Mr Henderson, Mr Costello, Mr Thompson, Mrs Simmons, Mrs Grimwood,
Mrs Aziz, Mr Turland, Mr Boakes (Petworth), Ray and Valerie Hunt (Byworth),
Miss Biggs, Mrs Dallyn (Sutton and Duncton), Mr Bellis (Graffham), Mr Derek Gourd,
(Tillington and River), Mrs Goodyer, Mrs Williams (Fittleworth)
Society Scrapbook
Mrs Pearl Godsmark
Coultershaw Beam Pump representatives
Mr S. Boakes, Mrs J. Gilhooly, Mr A Henderson, Mr T. Martin.

For this Magazine on tape please contact Mr Thompson.

Society Town Crier

Mr Mike Hubbard 343249
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Chairman’s Notes

(.‘m € more a new year, once more d new cover, a Jonathan impression of Sparkes Farm
Ebernoe in the mid-1990s. ‘ b

! am pleased to say that Mike Hubbard has agreed to take over as Society crier. I
am sure he will be as distinctive in his own way as John Crocombe certainly was in his

Mike Hubbard opening
Petworth Fair 20" November
2007.

Photograph by Keith Sandall.

22l |
Richard Smith is guest reviewer for this issue. Poor Cottages and Proud Palaces is
clearly destined to be ranked with Michael Rovall’s The Petworth House of Correction

Q00 e AT e : T
(1999) as a classic. I have not myself seen Clive Viveash's account of James Stanier
Clarke but will be sending for it. -

On the subject of new books, the latest Window Press production is entitled
“C_L.lcumbers are finite”, like A Bag with Holes (1982) an atrempt to combine two
{f.j',(lw‘cm worlds, biblical studies and a small shop. This time I have written in prose. It
is experimental and I would not recommend it. If you are interested please let me hk:.;rm'
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WOULD YOU LIKE
TO STEWARD

AT THE COTTAGE?

Please ask for details -
no obligation
Peter 342562
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“A richer dust”. Aircrafiman P.M. Yeatman’s grave in the Cement House Cemetery at Langemark.

See letter by Leo Bral.

1 Roam about with brute
in the trec garden (9)

5 & 22 Petworth’s most
famous gardener (4,8)

8 Everything's coming up
these at Apuldram and
Mottisfont (5)

10 Variety of cherry (7)

11 Kept safely in the bank
at Wakehurst Place (4)

12 Acolian variety make
music in Bignor Park (5)
14 You don’t want anyone
running about thus in your
garden! (4)

18 Family who created
Nyman’s Garden (6)

20 Arguably Petworth's
most popular open garden
at - Lodge (8)

@ @

Deborah’s G_.arden Crossword

Down

I Favourite for baskets and
beds (7)

2 & 25 Hello! Bird flies
about in this Sussex
garden (5,4)

3 see 23 ac (4)

4 Close relative in the
chrysanthemums (3)

5 Flowerless plant (4)

6 Find old measure in the
bellflowers (5)

7 Explosive vegetable? (6)
9 A place to take it easy
4)

13 Water feature (4)

15 Meditated (5)

16 Popular social events

| sometimes held in a garden

23 & 3dn Two common
problems for growers of 8
(6,4)

26 And a colour you
might associate with these
flowers (4)

27 Possibly the
gardener’s greatest enemy
(5)

28 Maybe wishful
thinking goes on here (4)
32 Art of shaping

up 19dn (7)

35 Popular spiky flower
(3)

36 He was at the forefront
of gardening (4)

37 Weary till saw one
flowering in the pond
(5,4)

Solution to 130

Across

I A Mug Of Cocoa, 6 Robin, 8 Vanessa, 11 Iced, 13 Menu, 14 Middle, 15 Tree, 17 Neil,

(5)

17 Plant secretion

19 Large woody plant (5)
21 Broad or French? (4)
22 May be one living at
the bottom of your garden!
6

24 Bouncy resident of
Leonardslee Garden (7)
25see2

29 Gardening may help
this state of boredom (5)
30 Handy plant to have in
the parlour? (4)

31 A branch (4)

33 Contains 11 ac (3)

34 River flows backwards
to venerable tree (3)

18 A Mouse, 19 Hoar, 21 Pipe, 24 Mitford, 25 Fancy, 26 Window Press

Down

16 Ear, 20 Act, 22 Inn, 23 Gold, 25 Fir
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2 Gin, 3 Owns, 4 Artists’ Home, 5 Samuel Pepys, 7 Bee, 9 See, 10 Alison, 12 Edison, 13 Men,




Editor’s Postbag

Jean Eames (née Hall) asks if anyone recognises the girls in this picture of a cookery class at
Midhurst ¢1950. Jean is 4" from left, third from left Jean Horne.

Mr Leo Bral writes:
Fortuinstraat 88, 8310 Brugge, Belgium
Dear Mr Jerrome,
RE : information Aircraftman 1st Class Percy Maurice Yeatman.

Many thanks for The Petworth Society Magazine no 129 September 07 I liked it very
much.

There was a little error in the sentence structure on page 14: The plane came down at
the village of URSEL. Sorry.

1 visited the Cement House Cemetery at the village LANGEMARK near Ieper to take
pictures.

Enclosed a picture of the tombstone of Yeatman.

Alsoenclosed a picture of the public house “Het Hoog Prijkel™ 50 years ago. The public
house was demolished 50 years ago. There is now a new house.

Meanwhile, I will not fail to keep you informed of my research.
Yours sincerely,

Leo Bral
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Dr Annabelle F Hughes writes: 32 Hillside, Horsham, West Sussex RHI12 ING
Dear Peter,

Jill Biggs sent me a copy of the Dec Newsletter, so that I could read about her memories
of Crawfold. 1 was interested to see several references to Shopham Bridge in other articles,
asitwas one of the Barlavington properties | have recently surveyed. For those of yourreaders
who may not know, the name comes from the English Sceobban hamm, meaning Sceobba’s
watermeadow, and the earliest reference to a bridge there is in 1279. Part of the present house
was built within fifty years or so of that reference, and it has been modified and added to over
subsequent centuries. The rent of the fishery there was 12d in 1352, and coroners’ inquests
record a ‘traffic accident’ when Margaret Derby was thrown from her horse in the lane on the
way to Petworth market (1524) and the occasion when Robert Ward was drowned while
tending the ‘fish potts’ in the weir (1619). Mrs Woodruffe was the tenant of the farm in 1785.

Did I tell you that the ‘Hovis house’ turned out to be another medieval wealden, very
like the property opposite? That makes 3 or 4 in Petworth and 2 in Byworth.

Best wishes,

“Aunt Sylvia” writes from Crawley:
Re Tillington Nomads (PSM 130)

lanto Davies was my cousin and Maud Wadey a distant relation — her father and mine
were cousins, at least I think so, I was friendly with her elder sister Mary. Yes, I was the
reluctant bride — I always had a good part with plenty of singing. Mrs Ward was a friend: she
had done a lot of stage work in a previous post at Portsmouth.

Jesse Daniels was handyman to Miss Bulmer, an invalid lady who had her “bathchair”
drawn by a little Shetland pony. Archie Gibson was Lord Leconfield’s chauffeur. I can see
them all in my mind still! Mary wondered if anyone else remembered. I guess I'm about the
oldest one — as I shall be 91 in January!

This was the chorus to Antonio:
I am Antonio
From Barcelonio
All on my onio
Where nuts are grownio
I want a wifeo
To share my lifeo
Someone to knifeo
When I'm feeling cross
Sing hey, sing lo for brave Antonio
[Repeat last line].
Shirley Stanford writes re “Lawn mowings in the Grotto” (PSM 130):
Dear Peter,

So that’s why Mrs Patrick Campbell was photographed on the Rectory lawn at Sutton!
Your article in the December Magazine was of great interest to me as I had not been aware
of the relationship between the Newmans and Beeches until very recently. Very timely too,
as I was given two of Winifred Fortescue’s books for Christmas. My mother, Stella Knight
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(nee Smith) of Sutton was closely connected with the Rectory and indeed the Newmans® dog,
Rover, was her constant companion when walking over the Downs. My sister Diana remembers
having tea there, aged about five with Peter, the grandson of the Reverend Newman.

My mother left very few mementoes of her childhood in Sussex but this snapshot of Upton
Farm puzzles me. On the reverse is written “For Stella wishing hera very Happy Xmas from Nurse””.
I know that my mother and grandmother Jane lived for a few years around 1914 at the house called
Colebrook in Watersfield so could Upton Farm be near there? Perhaps your readers could help ...

[This looks very much like World's End in Grove Street. But why Upton’s Farm and who was
Nurse? Ed.]

Shirley also sends this Harold Roberts cartoon from the 1930s. What is the occasion?
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Upstairs the Punch and Judy seems to have gone down a storm. “Mr. Punch” is about to go:
he’s busy turning balloons into extraordinary shapes. He says he’s regularly “murdered” on
the Orient Express. All in a day's work. The stallholders are happy enough and Annette and
Debbie are busy with refreshments. The evening, despite the weather, comes to life as it
always does. Two stints by the band with the, now apparently obligatory, rendering of Sussex
by the Sea on the gallopers. Could we now have a fair without it? Partly a defiant gesture for
the vandals, but it’s more than that - oh it’s far more than that, and the Society and the Town
Band are the oldest of allies ....

Wednesday moming. The rain’s finally stopped. It’s 6.30. The concrete base of the
bus stop is full of water. The improvised sign has done its job but the water’s beginning to
seep through. Richard and Bob are changing the display in the New Street shop - an early start
by any standards. I borrow the shop scissors to take down our big yellow banner. There’s
not a carin the Square ora hint of litter. Was there really a fair here last night? Bob and I don’t
think we’ve ever seen the square without a single car.

And the television? Well the clogdancers made it, but only just. Blink and you've
missed it. And Stuart did go to a great deal of trouble. Like the Harris brothers, he’s no doubt
learned to be philosophical. If you work for the media, you’ll know that surplus footage is
expendable.
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The Society was pleased to make a donation to Knowles Tooth Children’s Centre.
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Ballade in memory of The Angel

Mr Josceline Grove recently found this poem in a book entitled “One hundred and one
Ballades ", illustrated by John Nash and published by Cobden Sanderson in 1931.

BALLADE IN MEMORY OF “THE ANGEL,”
PETWORTH, 1927

-~
222

For Jim Allison, Johnnie Morton and Peter Belloc

-

We have sung songs at many times and places—
The easeful songs of laughter and of war:

In lusty tenors, baritones and basses
We’ve chanted ditties from our boundless store;
And yet 'tis vain attempting to ignore | N ’?I

This hard and bitter fact—"'tis no use blinking, ' R _revdron il
The truth will out (it shakes us to the core)—

We sing a great deal better when we're drinking. The Angel drawn by Frances Burton in 1976,
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By tavem fires, ringed round with friendly faces,
Have we not heard the cries:—*“Bravo! . . . Encore!”
And sung, so loudly that we've burst our braces,
Shanty and round—and still they’ve asked for more?
What verve, what golden notes, what vocal lore
Are ours, when seated in a tap-room sinking
A pint or two!—yes (even from the floor)
We sing a great deal better when we’re drinking,

But in the morning (—tis perhaps the traces,
The tuneful efforts, of the night before)
Our voices—say in Church—might cause grimaces,
While at the Wigmore Hall we might not score
A quarter of our usual furore.
Come then at nightfall to “The Angel” linking
Arm in affectionate arm—a happy four—
We sing a great deal better when we’re drinking.

Envoi

Prince, when you hear afar the ring and roar
Of voices singing and of tankards clinking,

Fear not, my friend, come in and shut the door!
We sing a great deal better when we’re drinking.

H. S. MACKINTOSH

Peacock’s Dog

“Peacock’s Dog™ was a four square, off-white bull terrier who terrorised the “Square” in
Upperton in the thirties. The “Square” was a triangle of open rough land on the corner and
served as a general play area and was right by our cottage.

He was randy and belligerent; if the object of his attention had two legs, he growled
menacingly; if it had four legs he usually attempted to mount it!

With this in mid, my family, being the proud owners of a beautiful blue roan cocker
named Sally, were always on the defensive when he was around.

My mother referred to him as “that disgusting dog™ and would draw me away from the
front window if he was performing or even just displaying.

Single handed he was probably responsible for at least ninety per cent of the puppies
born, not only in Upperton but in all the surrounding hamlets, his ambition seemed to be to
father a canine nation.

Most of the village children eyed him with some wariness and whenever we were sent

24 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.131

Bringing in the holly at Upperton. Henry Hooker with Maud Wadey (right) and
Joyce Richards (left).
Photograph by George Garland. See “An early morning place”.
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Messrs Webster in East Street about 1900. Note




Master Tanner at Upperton. See “An early morning place”. Photograph by George Garland.

up to the shop on an errand, a trip that took us past his house, we kept a wary eye out as to his
whereabouts.

His owner, old Mrs Peacock loved him and to my youn g eyes she was formidable too.
A tall lady, her ample form clad in a wrap-around floral apron, her thick-stockinged legs
arthritic, she moved with deliberation and some care, her slightly awkward movement
presenting the same chunky appearance as was evident in her dog.

Her grey hair was wispy and half-hidden under a black felt hat, her ri ght eye peering
fiercely from beneath its rim.

I remember she had a sharp tongue and a large permanent pimple on her chin from
which sprouted a long, stiff hair.

I was scared of her dog, [ was scared of her too but the memory of that unique pair has
stayed with me in clarity throughout the years.

Mary Newman Aitchison

That elusive abbot!

Jeremy Godwin writes: “Was there ever an abbey at Upperton?” Peter Jerrome certainly
thinks so (Petworth to 1660 page 41). He cites a medieval dispute' between the rectors of
Petworth and Tillington over tithes in which there is mention of an Abbot of Upperton. Jeremy
wonders if the “Abbot™ is a myth and that the reference is to someone called “Abbot”.
Certainly by the sixteenth century the surname Abbot can be found at Duncton, Petworth,
Lurgashall and elsewhere in the district. Jeremy suggests that by the thirteenth century Abbot
was a nickname for those who behaved as if they were abbots.

Had there been an abbey at Upperton, Jeremy suggests that Westbrook House (or some
predecessor) would appear the place for it. Certainly Westbrook was not, as now, up a cul-
de-sac but lay on a through road running south-west. Nor was Upperton as built up as it now
is. On the Tillington tithe map from the 1830s, for instance, the present row of cottages
(Thyme, Clover, etc) south of Testers, was a gap site. Upperton was hardly founded to house
the putative abbey’s workforce but was, rather, an overspill hamlet on the edge of the good
land. As the “village up the hill from Tillington” it was probably settled in the 12" century.
Editor’s Note
The Upperton abbot appears one of those problems which will continue to tantalise, reliant
as it is on just the single laconic reference. Iam very pleased that Jeremy has again drawn
attention to this. I reproduce the document with the relevant phrase underlined. Jeremy did
not have the advantage of this. It is clear that we have a list of tithings and not of witnesses
and that “Abbot™ is not a surname. The abbot continues his elusive posthumous career. |
suppose it’s just possible that “Abbot of Upperton” was a honorific title not necessarily

presupposing an actual abbey. It seems alittle implausible, but then it’s all a little implausible.
B

! More detail in PSM 23
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The former Great White Inn prior to demolition in 1866.
A view of the east wing from Trump Alley.

In 1758 following the death of William Johnson the property is in the hands ofa Charles
Watts. Sadly very little is known of this period and it is unclear whether the innremained open.
Certainly by 1789 it is described as “formerly the White Hart Inn™.

A valuation from the middle of the nineteenth century gives an incomplete description
of the property when it was in the ownership of Thomas Seward who had purchased the
ironmongery business from the Row family; it seems probable that the building had changed
little from when it was an inn. The property is described as “a sash fronted house, brick, stone
and timber built, and tile healed with a frontage of forty feet in the centre of the Market Place
and a road at [the] back leading to East Street”. Extensive cellars are mentioned, as are the
workshops, stores, barns and stables which lead east up Trump Alley away from the shop.

The old building was demolished in 1866 and the ironmongery store that we know
today was built on the site.

The history of the Little White Hart probably ran parallel with its ‘Great’ neighbour and
may well have closed at the same time. Fortunately the building has survived intact albeit
largely hidden behind a modern render.

Owners or Occupiers of The Great White Hart
Henry Goble 1670 Mary Barnard 1729 Jane Johnson 1758
John Goble 1670 William Johnson 1753 Thomas Watts? 1759

Owners or Occupiers of The Little White Hart

Henry Rice? John Goble 1669
Miles Costello
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A previously unknown drawing of North Street by G. Harrison. The date is uncertain but
must be between 1849 when the Wheatsheaf public house opened and the early 1890s
when the cottages on the left were derelict and soon to be demolished to make way for the
present Glebe Villas. The scene depicts a much slower Petworth when it was still possible to
lean upon the outside of the railing to pass the time of day or indeed to set up an easel in
the middle of the road. Not something to be recommended to the modern artist! An
extensive search for information regarding G. Harrison has drawn a blank and so if any
reader has previously come across the artist | would be interested to know more.

Miles Costello
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A voice from the wings

Further to Mary Aitchison’s enquiry in the last Magazine concerning the Tillington Nomads,
I remember them well. Initially I didn’t join: there simply seemed little point. It was 1940 and
I'd already had a medical for the Army. I was asked to fill in, doing a solo yokel act. In the
time that remained I took a more active role with them. The Nomads were an offshoot of the
old Tillington Social Club which had been formed in 1939 with the objects (a) of stimulating
village life and (b) of providing amusements, interests and hobbies, winter and summer, for

all ages.
It wasn’t long however before the men were called to war service and, no doubt, some

of the ladies for war work like munitions, and it became difficult to continue. I can’t speak
from experience as, of course, | was away. In those very early days Ted Gardner used to cycle
over from Sutton to take part. Mr. Campion, the rector, was overall Chairman of the Social
Club. and Arch Newman, another member of the committee, a moving force with the Nomads,
for whom he produced the backdrops.

Public performance was something I'd grown up with. I sang in the choir when Lord
Leconfield opened the Tillington Pavilion in 1927 and I have a photograph of Em Pratt and
myself in costume for a school play. At other times I might sing at a school concert to fund
the annual children’s party. I remember singing, “I'm a merry little Jap"” - not something I
would have liked to sing after 1939. 1 wore a kimono which doubled as Mrs Brown, the
schoolmaster’s wife’s, dressing gown.

Choir practice was every Thursday evening: some boys lived in the village but many
ofus walked a mile and a half or more. 1 don’t remember anyone coming from River but some
boys certainly came from Dean and from Little Common. There might be a dozen of us boys
and also the men. Certainly two dozen, probably rather more. Mr. Chandler was choirmaster
and very competent he was too. The choir won a couple of certificates at choral competitions,
Brighton and Bognor possibly. The certificates used to hang in the choir vestry but they're
long gone now. Mr. Chandler also conducted the Choral Society in Tillington and they too
took part in competitions and were quite a force. Mr. Chandler had some kind of link with

Barnham and also conducted the Barnham Choir in competitions.

There was a small group of “Tillington Players™ in the 1920s and into the 1930s; about
half a dozen locals who acted sketches to provide funds for the annual school party. I think
they kept very much to short sketches and they were rather older than I was. I remember Toby
Bryder was one of them. They would have disbanded during, or even before, the war and the
post-war Tillington Players were not really a continuation.

Mr. Goggs was rector in the 1920s, a burly man but very quiet. His wife was Cub
mistress but this was really before my time when my brother was in the Cubs. Mr. Goggs died,
I would think, in 1929 and, on a sombre note, I remember an all night vigil for him. The coffin
was panelled rather than plain and as a schoolboy 1 did an early duty. Slightly older boys took
over and then the men did the night turns.

The Rectory Féte, sometimes combined with a pageant, was the great event of the year.

1 suppose it would have raised funds for the parish church. What sticks with me most is seeing
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Key 10 Tillington Fete 1928. See main pictures, Courtesy of Jack Holloway
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ANoMPDS CONCERT
pARTy. tqkes.
TILLINGTON NOMADS

Taken in Tillington School. (March 1940)
Back Row (Standing) L. to R. L.Page. A.Gibson. N.Ward. C.Blunden. D. Collins. J.Daniels. E.Wilson.
A.Vickery. H.Guy. A.Newman. l.Davis. D.Townsend. E.Gardner. J.Holloway.
Centre Row (Kneeling) L. to R. E.Guy. B.Vickery. M.Newman. R.Gash. J.Bartlett.
Front Row (Sitting) L. to R. K.Payne. D.Howard. M.Wadey. M.Stevens. M.Money. E.Wadey.
Left Corner. 7 Ward. R.Birch.
(Producer) N.Ward. (Pianist) D.Collins. (Lighting) L.Page. (Scenery) A.Newman. (Accordion) J.Bartlett.
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Key to Tillington Nomads 1940. See main pictures. Identification by Mary Aitchison, Jack Holloway.




everyone seated waiting for the formal opening when a queen bee arrived complete with her
swarm. Granny Bryder simply seized a nearby tin bath and scooped the queen into it and from
there into a basket as a substitute skep. While she rolled up her sleeves for this, everyone else
covered up. “They won’t hurt you,” she said.

In latter years I once or twice acted as backup for George Garland’s yokel act, usually
at evening dinners. [ remember once warming up the audience at Barnham. [ had Just
introduced, “The one and only George Garland”, when a voice came from the wings, “Hang
on a minute, I haven’t got my bloody gaiters on.” Impromptu as it was, this went down very
well with the audience. Garland himself had been much influenced by the Blackman family
from Arundel and I think he “borrowed” one or two of his famous “characters” from them.
I saw the Blackmans perform between the wars, a famous sketch was of a boat race crew with

aradio commentator. As soon as the commentator mentioned Mortlake Brewery on the left
Mr. Blackman left the boat and made for the Brewery.

Jack Holloway was talking to the Editor

“Petworth - a realm of the spirit” -
a dialogue for a new year

Chairman:

This is Issue 131. You’ve had virtual carte blanche for thirty years and more. Some
expected that you would exhaust the material available in a dozen issues. Obviously you
haven’t. Will this happen eventually?

Editor:

The short answer to that is “No.” A conceivable scenario, however, is that with a
continuing influx of new residents, continuity will become a difficult, not to say divisive,
concept. And this Magazine has to be about continuity. I'd say this was a possible, rather than
a necessary, scenario.

Chairman:

Recollection has always been an essential ingredient of the Magazine mix.
Editor:

If you are going to provide anything from 44 to 52 pages every quarter, you have to
requisition the past, whether you like it or not. The past has a definition about it that the present
(to say nothing of the future) lacks. The present is difficult to see objectively and open to
contradictory interpretations, still more the future. Yes, the past has to be crucial.
Chairman:

I know that this is the Society Magazine, the organ of those who pay the subscription,
More, for those who live away, it has to be the voice of 21 century Petworth. But is the focus
too narrow? There is a wider Petworth than this Society. In the present issue you cover
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Society,

PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Spring/early summer programme. Please keep for reference.

We are always trying to ring the changes, but, thirty years and more on, it's difficult. Our ideal is
to offer members something every month, all the year round. More you would probably find
excessive, less too relaxed. After all, attendance at any event is very much a matter of personal
inclination. This year we begin with three visits, the first walk coming in July. The Society will visit
Michelham Priory in East Sussex on August 16", details of this in the June Magazine. Our first
official walk will be on July 20" although the visit to Ramster offers opportunities for walking.

VISITS:
The secret history of Lavant House
Sunday April 13"
A talk and conducted tour of what is now Lavant House School, led by Terry Carlysle.
Find out the fascinating eighteenth century history of this Georgian gem.
Cars leave Petworth Car Park at 2.00 N.B.

Please note: Numbers strictly limited to 22. You cannot simply turn up on the day. Please ring
Peter 342562 to join the list. As usual first come first served.

VISIT TO RAMSTER GARDENS
Sunday, 27™ April
We will be visiting Ramster Gardens, near Chiddingfold, on Sunday 27" April. The 20 acres of garden
are very varied with wild, wooded areas, carpeted with primroses and bluebells in spring, a bog garden,
a Royal Horticultural Society sponsored collection of rhododendrons and camellias, (many of which are
early bloomers), more formal areas and many fascinating and surprising features. There is an excellent

teahouse which offers plants and local produce for sale, and Ramster's own smoked salmon, as well as
delicious homemade cakes!

Entry to the gardens costs £5.00 for adults, £4.50 for concessions and groups of ten or more, free of charge
for under 16's. Members of the C.P.R.E. pay half price. We will travel in shared cars, leaving Petworth
Car Park at 2.00 p.m., arriving Ramster approx. 2.15 p.m. The gardens close at 5.00 p.m.

No need to prebook — leader Debbie Stevenson.

CHATHAM DOCKYARD VISIT see separate sheet.

Monthly meetings: £3 Leconfield Hall 7.30

Refreshments. Raffle.
Tuesday 18" March:
David Lang : Chile — A long thin journey
From Santiago to Cape Horn, with a special accent on orchids.
Tuesday 22" April:
Arthur Hoare : A Woodland Nature Reserve
A trip to the Loder Valley

The AGM will take place on Wednesday June 4". Speaker to be arranged.

BOOK SALES: Second Saturday : Leconfield Hall 10-3. Admission free.
March 8", April 12", May 10", June 14", July 12"
Books to donate? Ring Peter 342562 or Miles 343227




CHATHAM DOCKYARD - SUNDAY 8 JUNE

Following our successful visits to Fort Nelson and Greenwich in recent years an outing
has been arranged to the historic dockyard at Chatham on Sunday 8 June.

The coach will leave Petworth main car park at 9am and return at approximately 6pm.

There is plenty of maritime history (400 years) to see in the dockyard including HMS
Gannet, built in 1878, which was powered by both sail and steam, a destroyer built in
1944 and the last submarine to be built at Chatham — HMS Ocelot. In addition there is
the Ropery where rope is still made using traditional methods and a collection of RNLI
lifeboats.

If sufficient members are interested I have reserved places on the coal fired paddle
steamer Kingswear Castle which will sail at 1pm for a half hour cruise on the River
Medway.

Lunch or snacks can be purchased in the licensed restaurant but bear in mind the option I
have described above.

The cost of the visit will be £19 and the optional cruise will be an additional £5. This
cost covers entry to the dockyard, hire of coach and gratuities.

If you wish to visit Chatham, please complete the slip below and return it to the Treasurer
no later than April 1¥. Allocation of seats will be on a “first come, first served’ basis.

I should like to visit Chatham on June 8 and bring. ... guest(s).
Please indicate if you wish to join the optional cruise Yes/No

I enclose a cheque for £ made payable to The Petworth Society.
RIS 20 ol ot o d b e

Address

This slip and cheque to be sent to AJ Henderson, 62 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth, GU28
OBX




PETWORTH COTTAGE MUSEUM
OPEN EASTER 2 to 4.30

FRIDAY 21* SATURDAY 22"
SUNDAY 239 MONDAY 24™"

If you're thinking about stewarding — look in and see us.

Please note: the collection at Jack Rapley's memorial service realised £235 for the Society. We would
hope to put this money to a particular use.

P.S. Has anyone an old-fashioned hand mower with a large diameter roller they would like to move on?
Phone Peter 342562 or (direct) 342113,




Tillington a hundred years ago. This is the present A272.
The village s centre of gravity has shifted slightly since 1910.

New Members

Mr. E. Clark Homelea, Billingshurst Road, Wisborough Green, RH14 0DZ.
Duncton & Graffham Schools Graffham, GU28 ONJ.

Mr. D. Franklin Pegasus, The Mount, Grayswood, Haslemere, GU27 2EB.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hooker 1. The Old Quarry, Haslemere, GU27 3SS.

Mrs. A. Hull 368 Low Heath, Petworth , GU28 OHG.

Mrs. S. McBain Burton Hill Barn, Burton Park Road, Petworth, GU28 0JS.
Mr. and Mrs. R. Nicholls  Kitts Willow, Middle Street, Petworth, GU28 OBE.

Mrs. M. Slade 4], West Close, Fernhurst, GU27 3JS.

48 PETWORTH SOCIETY MAGAZINE No.131







