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Sunken garden built by Fred Streeter at Petworth.
Unattributed photograph. |950s?
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20 Charmandean Road
WORTHING
BN14 9L.Q

PETWORTH PARK JOINT SPORTS 100 CLUB - UPDATE

We have just completed our third year at the end of November and thought it an opportune time to thank
those members of the Society who have supported us through the year. During the year Society members
have won a total of £300 made up of two prizes of £75 and three second prizes of £50. We in turn have
donated a further £70 to the Society and will continue to do so for each member who joins.

During the year we have had to meet expenditure of over £2000 for very necessary drainage repairs. All
this money was raised from the 100 Club, and this is the perfect illustration of the value of the 100 Club
in supporting our efforts to keep sport in the Park.

The Joint Sports have an important year ahead as our Lease is due for renewal with the National Trust. It
is essential that we should be in a sound financial position prior to these negotiations.

Prize money may not be of Lottery proportions, but believe me, you stand a better chance of winning
something. Should you feel able to help us, and the Society, by joining for £5 per month, please give me a

ring, or email, 01903 207436 / vandbphillips@hotmail.co.uk and I will send you all the relevant details.

Vincent Phillips
Secretary

[Plcase support. I’ve had a win myself! Ed.]

The Petworth Society
Book Sale Calendar 2016

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
10-3 — LECONFIELD HALL - ADMISSION FREE

March 12t August 13"
April 9th September 10t
May 14t October 8t
June 11t November 12t
July 9th December 10t

Books to donate?

Call:
Miles on 01798 343227
Peter on 01798 342562




PETWORTH SOCIETY ACTIVITIES SHEET

Spring Programme — please keep for reference

WALKS
Cars leave Petworth main car park at 2.15pm.

Sunday 17th April:
Linda and Ian’s first walk of the season.

Sunday 15th May:
Linda and Ian’s late spring walk. The David Wort memorial walk.

MONTHLY MEETINGS

Wednesday 9th March:
The Cambridge Devised Theatre present:

LADY CONNIE AND THE SUFFRAGETTES

LECONFIELD HALL - 7.30PM — ADMISSION £8 — RAFFLE — REFRESHMENTS
(ON DOOR ONLY)

Tuesday 19th April:
Chris Hare and Ann Feloy bring:

TRADITIONAL SONGS OF SUSSEX AND THE SOUTH DOWNS
LECONFIELD HALL - 7.30PM — ADMISSION £4 — RAFFLE — REFRESHMENTS

The Annual General Meeting will be in early June — speaker to be announced.

The Petworth Cottage Museum will be twenty years old in May. On Saturday 9th April
there will be a celebratory exhibition upstairs in the Leconfield Hall to coincide with the
Society Book Sale.




THE PETWORTH SOCIETY - Registered Charity No 268071

Subscription RENEWAIL March 2016 — February 2017

Local delivery £12 Postal £15 Overseas £20

Please make cheques payable to “The Petworth Society” and send to
The Hon. Treasurer,

Mrs S Slade

Hungers Corner Farm

Byworth

West Sussex

GU28 oHW

I enclose a cheque/cash for my Subscription for £

And (optional) I add £ toward the Magazine Fund.
11 ] SR I R A S . FIRST NAME

SURNAME

HOME ADDRESS

POST CODE

TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

SIGNATURE

Please treat the enclosed subscription/donation of £ as a Gift Aid
donation. Please tick here [ |

*Subscriptions can be paid at the Book Sale on 12t March*
There will be a special desk in the Foyer from 10am-12 noon in the
Leconfield Hall.

Subscriptions may be left in a sealed envelope (cheque or exact
cash) at Austens in Petworth.
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Fred Streeter head gardener at Petworth about 1960.

Original photograph by George Garland,
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[ don't work exclusively in stone. A recent carving has been of a large piece of
lime at an exhibition in Herefordshire. I stayed in the extensive gardens, living for a
fortnight in a cottage in the grounds. I've also made sculpture from sections of
Prince Charles” Highgrove cedar.

I also create works directly from observation; the head is an enduring test for
the sculptor and all of a person’s character can be conveyed without recourse to
decorative arms, legs and other visual props. Some local heads include the triptych
Sussex Siblings; brothers and sisters all well into their nineties at the time. More
prominent sitters have included Wilfred Cass and Nicolas Frayling, both sitting as
part of a collection of heads exhibited at Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 2016 will see
the tercentenary of the birth of Lancelot “Capability” Brown. He never physically
sat for sculpture but I'm creating a posthumous head working from existing
portraits. It will be in terra cotta using “red marl” clay from Stoke-on-Trent. British
busts tend to have a darker hue than the apricot tones of Italian clay.

I build the work up with irregular clay pellets — each the size of a bean —ona
simple head peg armature. Keeping the clay loose and airy allows corrections to be
easily made in response to intense observation of the subject (or the documentary
secondary material, in the case of a posthumous sitter, where the process is a little
more forensic). What develops is then hollowed akin to a boiled egg. The hollow
head is dried completely before firing at 900 degrees C in my own small kiln in the
studio, where many terra cottas remain in the archive if moulded and cast for
bronze. Brown did come to Uppark while the connection with Petworth is
obvious.

To return briefly to Northwood. The Slindon project fairly “fizzles” in my own
words, with history. Think of William Cowper and William Hayley meeting there
for the last time and Cowper’s carriage rolling away toward London — or the
constant echoes of Belloc travelling on horseback from Slindon to Gumber - or
simply those trees sacrificed for the war a century ago.

W to the Society on Wednesday February | 7th when he will also give a demonstration ol

red mari.

[For deforestation in the 1914-1918 war compare A. C. Thyson's poem '"The Warrior Pine Wood"
(PSM 99 March 2000). It reflects the cutting

g of pines at Cooper’s Moor, Duncton to make trench

props. A, C.Thyson was a pen-name for George Aitchison on whom see Shaun Cooper:"George
Aitchison’s Sussex' in PSM 160 June 2015,

Linda and lan's walk in September 2014 took in Gumber: See PSM |58 page 7 and pictures page 25,
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LADY CONNIE A THE SUFFRAGETTES

e ficld Liall

The
Petworth Tickets: £8 on the door, including refreshments
SOCYY * Time: 7.30pm Date: Wednesday 9 March
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The Cottage Museum celebrates its 20th anniversar

Cotillion at the Leconfield Hall in December
f Photograph taken at the opening 4th May 1996. Raymond Harris on extreme right

otograph by lan Godsmark
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“A view to the Downs!' See A gigantic waste of time.

Joint concert with Cockermouth Mechanics’ Band held at Christchurch Cockermouth supported by
Lord and Lady Egremont, the Cockermouth Lady Major; and Councillor Julie Laidlaw. Martin
Streeter representing Petworth Town Band. See The Band in the North.
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Town Band with Lord and Lady E
October 2015. See The Band in the North
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-emont at the entrance to Cockermouth Castle

The band in the north

The Petworth Town Band has been part of my life for more than sixty years.
There were winter nights before Christmas when as a child drifting towards sleep I
heard the reassuring carols being played in the town, perhaps outside the Somerset
Hospital where the band had gone to give the residents a treat. It seemed an
essential part of home. So did the march “Sussex by the Sea”. I still cannot hear it
without rising emotion.

There was no difficulty during the 1950s in getting bandsmen as brass or silver
bands flourished in West Sussex towns and villages. At the annual November 5th
parade through Petworth down to the bonfire at Hampers Green organised by the
miller from Coultershaw, Mr Gwillim, several bands came, from Haslemere, West
Chiltington and even Midhurst although that town, always Petworth’s rival, was
looked down on as a place of little culture. We carried torches with live flames.
Fireworks exploded in the night sky.

How strong a part of Sussex life those local bands were: not perhaps as long in
tradition as in the north of England but still apparently deeply entrenched. Then
at the start of the 1960s they began to fade away, even the West Chiltington Silver
band, until Petworth’s was one of the few left. That is why one of the town’s
heroes should be Bert Pratt. A tall, thin, slightly stooping, bald and cheerful man,
Bert, an excellent trombone player, worked for the West Sussex County Council.
It was he who kept Petworth’s band going during the lean times.

Why did the decline happen? Could it have been the huge emphasis on youth
culture at that time which precluded brass band music? Bands were perhaps
associated with militarism which was not popular in an age of protest against (for
example) the Vietham War. During these years the November 11 Remembrance
Day parade was attended by fewer people than today, even though many veterans
from the Second and even the First War were still alive, with glinting medals that
included several MCs and DSOs. The band led the parade, in thin ranks. Always
there were the same loyal players: fine musicians such as Fred Standen, skilled on
the accordion as well as the cornet, and John Grimwood who achieved a
beautifully mellow cornet tone. Fred's son went on to play in the band of the
Royal Marines.

Then as now the band rehearsed in the stables at Petworth House so I could
hear their progress. "Sussex by the Sea" never daunted them; and it was usually
thumped out at the start of the session. Then might come “The Teddy Bear's
Picnic” or another march (often “Imperial Echoes”), perhaps some carols to
prepare for Christmas, before pieces that gave trouble: often medleys about places
or seasons such as spring or Paris. These could start well with a blast of cornets,
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Once we went from South Grove to play on a rough piece of ground on the site
of the later Herbert Shiner School. We were thinking about going home for
dinner — it would be late summer and there was stubble in the fields. A German
plane flew in from the direction of Grove Lane and fired a machine gun burst.
Quite enough to send us home pretty quickly. I'd had the offer of a place at
Midhurst Grammar School, places were made available to those who had been in
the bombed school. I didn't want to go and somehow my parents didn’'t come to
hear of it.

[ left school and went to work for Mr Whitington the High Street plumber and
later I worked for Ernie Card also in High Street. Obviously as soon as I was of age
I was called up, but by that time the war was over. | remember having to replace a
lightning conductor on Petworth House using the old Petworth House Fire
Brigade ladder and the Estate workmen having to come back early on their
bicycles to let the ladder down. Mr Whitington would take me to work in his
Austin 7 — it had a tiny roof window which would be opened up to allow a long
piece of piping or length of wood to protrude from it. He'd never be late
collecting me from where I was working as the lights on his car were somewhat
temperamental. Jack Slee who worked on the firm might take me in his motor-
cycle and sidecar. All very well except that the sidecar was always crammed with
equipment and I had to perch where I could.

Mr Card was an ingenious man. He decided to renew the shop floor at his shop
in the High Street (now Red Card) and bought some telegraph poles. He took
them to Mr Leazell’s yard at the rear and asked George Boxall to make them into
floor blocks. He laid them, then finished off with a blow lamp and a bucket of hot
pitch. He couldn’t wear ordinary shoes and always had open sandals, and managed
to spill some of the pitch on his feet. Not to be recommended. He bought the first
power sander to come to Petworth and it was a very cumbersome machine
indeed.

For years I've gone down to the boys’ grave in the Horsham Road cemetery.
Regardless of any service [ make a point of being there at the very time of that
first crump. 11.50 is firmly in my mind although others fix the time a little earlier.
This year [ was pleased to see the grass mown and the surroundings tidy but
regretted that the mowings had obscured the names of the boys. Just a little extra
work with a brush would have meant so much.

Tony Ball was talking to Tony Turland and the Editor.

44 Petworth Society Magazine No. |63

Old Petworth traders (18).
Henry Kinsey

Kinseys the New Street drapers would be one of those defining shops that seem
inseparable from an older Petworth. Kinsey’s tenure of the shop (now Allans)
would last for decades, giving way to Samuel Dancy as the old century turned.
Dancy would be another fixture. Henry Kinsey, originally from Suffolk, was a busy
man: Kelly’s 1891 Directory lists him also as “assistant overseer and collector of
rates and clerk to inspectors of lighting.” Stanford Killick, an amateur artist of
considerable ability, lived in some comfort at Ryde House in Angel Street.
Accounting was a trifle leisurely in 1891!
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20 years 1996-2016 John Laurence and the Riddle of Wraye

Even at 346 High Street time doesn’t stand still! One of Jonathan Newdick’s From time to time this magazine describes a work of fiction in which Petworth
inspirational drawings for “We don't do nostalgia” - the story of Petworth features. Until recently, in terms of books I have actually read, there were only two

one of the Jeeves stories by PG.Wodehouse, and A Fortnight in September by
R.C.Sherriff —both of which contain no more than passing references. Recently,
however, whilst researching some items in New Zealand archive newspapers,
stumbled upon The Riddle of Wraye in the New Zealand Herald.

The Riddle of Wraye announced itself on 18th April 1931 as “A SPLENDIDLY
TOLD STORY OF MYSTERY AND INTRIGUE by John Laurence, Author of The
Pursuing Shadow, The Double Cross Inn, Mystery Money etc. etc.” It was serialized
daily until 13th May 1931, 21 episodes in all, and was followed in July by Mr
Laurence’s The Mystery of the Pearls. 1 see it was also serialized in Australian
newspapers and, one assumes, in English ones, though I have not checked.

Cottage Museum (Window Press 2010).

The story is not set in Petworth, although Petworth is frequently mentioned.
The action takes place in “the little Sussex village of Wraye”. Wraye Hill is “that
long steep hill near Chichester” and seems to be on the Petworth-Chichester road,
suggesting that Wraye is probably intended to be Duncton. Much of the action
takes place at a pub called “The Lair of the Badger’, or “The Badger’ for short,
though from a description of its garden this seems to correspond not with the
current pub of that name at Coultershaw (which went by a different name in 1931)
but with The Cricketers in Duncton. There, frustratingly, any similarities between
Wraye and Duncton seem to be at an end, as there are references to lanes that do
not exist on the map, and another pub called “The Wheatsheaf” which is “on the
other side of the hill” — in Upwaltham one assumes. Much of the mystery
surrounds Attray, the occupant of a large, white, Elizabethan house on the right at
the foot of the hill.

The story is less of a whodunnit, more of an adventure in the style of Bulldog
Drummond, with plenty of fast cars and characters who resort to the use of
firearms with casual disregard for legal requirements. Actually, the expression ‘fast
cars’ should be read in context, for in the course of the inevitable car chase, a
police tender:

. was doing forty up the hill and sixty down it. As they came over the ridge,
the lights of a car could be seen about three miles ahead. [Some artistic licence
here

‘What is she?" asked the Inspector.

An old Bannock.” answered the lawyer. ‘She’ll do forty-five at a push, but that’s
her maximum.'

‘We’ll overtake her in ten minutes or a quarter of an hour at the most.” said the
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Employment Exchange, when I returned my mother said, “Mr Barlow will give A mid-nineteenth C@I’ltl.lfy account (C 1845)

you a job, I'll take you to see him.” The Barlow family lived locally and Mr Barlow
was Master of the Hunt. “I know you,” he said. “You can have a job. I've seen you
in the fields.” He was right. At weekends and after school I'd been working as
casual labour. I remember cycling in that first day to report to the foreman. [ was
sent to pick up sheaves that had been stooked and then blown over by the wind.
They needed to be stood up again to dry before they could go through the
machine. | went home as [ would regularly with a quart of milk hanging from my
handlebars.

[ went on to general work in the fields, cutting sugar beet and mangel “pieing”
the roots, the top would be expertly “thatched” with the leaves, and feeding the
animals. Mr Barlow kept a number of dogs and on weekends I'd go in specially to
feed them and lend a hand in the kennels. Very soon [ was on a tractor. Mr Barlow
soon said to me, “You'll need to pass a test.” The examiner came out from
Guildford on a motor-bike. It was a bitterly cold day and he wanted the tractor to

10th May: William Berryman and Mrs Palmer’s executors.

May 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Taking in beasts at the fair 1.12.1
Sold for them Hay 41 Trusses 4.2. -
4th Ton of Hay sold to Saml. Mann 3-10 -
7th W. S. Wright 5 Trusses 8.9
For Sow sold 1.12.6
5 Fowls at 1/3P 6.3

1E o b e

Gave Berryman back
go more quickly. It wasn't that kind of tractor — it took a very long time to warm :

; : Pannell trussing — 2 tons at 2/6P 5
Turnpike Gate and Boy helping to drive 7V
For Welchmen to drink 16-7%

up. “Can't it go faster than that?” he asked perched behind. “I'm frozen stiff.” He
made me turn left and right, then alighted while I reversed. He then made off. I'd
passed. Funnily enough I eventually acquired the tractor and kept it for years.

[ worked for Mr Barlow until one o’clock Saturday and then went off to cut
wood for Lintotts the Haslemere walking stick factory. [ worked with a much
older man who taught me a lot. Lintotts rented some of the local copseland and
Mr Barlow would see me working at weekends. He didn’t mind. I never fell out

Net money to me 11.4-11%
J. L. Ellis

with him but | was already thinking of moving to Lintotts full-time when I had to Pt . i o
? ; : [Mrs Harriet Palmer from Avenings died in the late 1840s. A member of the

influential Blagden family, she owned extensive farmland on the east side of the
present Station Road, later allotments and now developed. William Berryman the

help with a stud bull that had broken loose. (Nothing to do with me!) Somehow
that seemed to mark the end of my time on the farm. Making walking sticks was a
craft that really appealed to me. I worked at Lintotts for several years before going

to workein hanlape with Mo Biitton, But that,/as they say i another storyl long-serving farm bailiff renders account to local solicitor J. L. Ellis who is dealing

with Mrs Palmer's will. William Stoper Wright the Market Square tinsmith is a
familiar nineteenth century Petworth figure. Would the beasts be sold in
Petworth’s “Beast Market” Golden Square? The “Welchmen” are presumably
drovers. It was obviously thirsty work!]

Pat Currell was talking to Mike Hubbard and the Editor:
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