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Changing Petworth. A JCB. at work in the garden of Boxgrove in Pound Street preparing for the
new car park in [988. William Cobbet's famous hedge is to the right. In his Rural Rides (published
in 1830) he writes in August 1823 that he has '...seen a box-hedge, just as | came out of Petworth,
more than twelve feet broad and about fifteen feet high. | dare say it is several centuries old. | think
it is about forty yards long." See also pages 2| and 44. A photograph by the Editor.

FRONT COVER BACK COVER

A collection of rosettes and awards for the A detail from a sign which would accompany

Leconfield Estate Sussex cattle. See 'Go the Leconfield cattle at agricuttural shows.
and pack your case' on page five. While

these rosettes are later in date than that won

by the bull Petworth Concorde referred to in

the article they illustrate a long and

continuing tradition.
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CONSTITUTION AND OFFICERS
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the town and parish of Petworth including
Byworth; to encourage interest in the history
of the district and to foster a community spirit’.

s non-palitical, non-sectarian and non-profit
making,
.‘V!err‘;ber‘sn:p S open to anyone, irrespective
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furthering the objects of the society
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not be brought out until May or June and the bleeding and enforced inactivity left
them so weak they had to be helped out into the open air. Moving them out in

early summer had a special name — ‘the lift’.

[n John Wyndham’s time the rate of tax was a punitive 19s 64 in the pound,
meaning that of any pound earned only sixpence went to the estate. Hence, Mr
Aplin the gamekeeper’s feed would be supplied in house, with no money changing
hands. Exhibiting was more a matter of prestige than profit. The Chievely Report
in the early 19705 offered a sharp critique. The estate was being run still on
an early-century basis with an emphasis on sporting interest and the supply of
money from the north was drying up. In a modern world the estate needed to
think commercially. The difficulty was that any capital that might be used for
development was systematically syphoned off for death duties.

When John Wyndham died in 1972 I was at Atrdingly at the South of England
Show. I had just won first prize with the bull Petworth Concorde, when the show
secretary came with an urgent message. I must leave immediately. There could
be no question of further exhibiting — the cattle would be picked up and brought
home separately.

The farmers took turns to stand vigil over the coffin in the chapel. 1 was with
Reg Johnson from Frog Farm, two others I remember were Ted Green and Bob
Dallyn.

|. Rung.

2.See 'Horses, cows and pigeons'in PSM 43, (Margh 1986).

THE LECONFIELD FARMS IN NOVEMBER 1965

Farm manager: James McHardy

STAG PARK Doris Carver (table poultry, eggs, lamb rearing).
Foreman: John Giffin. Charlie and Mabel Carver at Copse Green
Dairy herdsman: Percy Bradford. (calves and lambs for show).

Sussex herdsman: Jeff Simpson.

Assistant: Bob New (also calf rearing and FROG FARM

dairy calves), Farm foreman and shepherd: Reg Johnson.
Tractor drivers: Jack Mead and Tractor / combine driver: John Purser:

(Young) Ern Carver.

Tractor driver: |im (Dick) Dormer:
General farm worker: Sid Carver, Pigs, grain dryer: Len Dormer.
Shepherd: Reg Smith,

Part time: (Old) Ern Carver (milk, cream, eggs), SOANES FARM

Steve Payne (general work), Walter Baxter;
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Above.
Leconfield Farms employees at James McHardy's retirement party at The Sussex Tavern in [973,

Back row, from left to right:

John Giffin, Farm foreman; Len Dormer, corn drier and pigs: James McHardy, Farm manager:
Jeff Simpson, Sussex stockman; Reg Smith, shepherd; (Young) Ern Carver, tractor driver;
David Nixon, just started; Sid Boddington, general farm worker at Marshall's Farm:

John Purser, tractor driver; im (Dick) Dormer: tractor driver:

Front row, seated:

Bob New, assistant Sussex stockman; Charlie Carver: retired: Jack Mead, tractor driver;

(Old) Ern Carver, retired; Sid Carver. general farm worker and hedge cutter,

The photograph was taken by George Garland who entertained the party and didn't charge for the

photograph, nor for the entertainment.
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Encore Mr Clarke

Peter Jerrome

Mr Josceline Grove kindly draws my attention to the recently published Field
Guide to the English Clergy, ! an account of some eccentric English clergymen,
past and present. Unsurprisingly the Revd James Stanier Clarke (1766-1834), no
stranger to these pages, receives honourable mention. Leaving Cambridge withouta
degree, and following an unsuccessful period as a vicar in Brighton, Clarke became a
naval chaplain, serving on a patrol boat in the English Channel. Already extremely
corpulent, Clarke fell in with the Prince Regent, with whom he had a certain amount
in common, neither being noted for their stern morality. While staying with the
Prince Regent and his set at Petworth House, Clarke arranged a nocturnal tryst with
one of the Earl of Egremont’s housemaids. Members of the Prince Regent’s circle
had meanwhile substituted a donkey for Clarke’s intended 1—:m-:m-1m.u:2 Mr Butler-
Gallie sketches Clarke’s further career including his attempt to ‘improve’ the style of

Jane Austen and his eventual appointment as Canon of Windsor.

|. The Revd Fergus Butler-Gallie,

- - - ! A Field Guide to the English Clergy,

|

B e B s T o v

Oneworld Publications, 2018.

2. Annabelle Hughes writes on
Clarke in PSM 171 (March 2018)
pages 24-5 where the famous
cartoon The Divine and the

Donkey — or Petworth Frolicks' is

reproduced in colour: The print,
by Charles Williams, was first
reproduced in the satirical magazine

The Scourge in |815.

A T (A R R UL L A L LT TR s Leeet!

Left.
John Russell, RA (1745-1808),

'‘Revd |ames Stanier Clarke, LLD,

Pastel, c. 1790
A Reproduced courtesy of the Victoria
and Albert Museum, Londeon,

? FRS, Canon of Windsor’,

I
)
ELELEERTCET
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Before the garden centre!

Messrs Death invite clients to view their postponed plant sale. Lombard Street, |898.

POSTPONED SALE

MESSRS.

DEATH & SON

Begr to annonnee that the Aaction Sale of

SIRUBY & ROSES

Postponed from last Monday.

Will take plaee at their

ROOMS IN LOMBARD STREET, PETWORTH,

On TUESDAY NEXT.

December 6th, 1898,

The Plants baving arrived, nudfhcr may be viewed at any timo.

Catalogues and further particulars of the .Ml'l:l'ﬂn.\'ljlu.

= West Bussox Gurvtle ® Uftlos, 40, Uarfax, Hombam |
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Godwin & Co., wine and spirit merchants

No.28 in the continuing series of old Petworth traders. Miles Costello

Peter produced a Godwins invoice

in the June 2017 magazine which

IND COOPE'S
BURTON & ROMFORD earlier one from before the Great

ALES 2 SIQUTS War. Chatles Godwin had taken over

prompted me to dig out this slightly

the long established Lombard Street

AT

A business from Henry Gummer around

ght of the turn of the century. This 1912
GODWIN & Co., :

Wine & Spirit Merchants,
PETWORTH.

invoice addressed to the Churchwardens
. . at Petworth 1s not a reflection of their
intemperance but for one dozen bottles
of Tinta Francisca communion wine.
A popular wine among the clergy,
the Portuguese red had no additives
or preservatives — an essential requirement for communion wine. Long out of
fashion it is now making something of a revival.

The enduring business would mutate over the years, occasionally reappearing
under a new name before finally succumbing around the turn of this century. The
premises were situated near to the top of Lombard Street and the narrow road
made deliveries or collections rather interesting as the street would invariably be
blocked for some considerable time.

Bill Wareham in PSM 1os5 recalled the time his father was manager at
Godwins. ‘With the job went the house that my parents and four of us children
promptly moved into. The door to the accommodation was where the office is
now and I believe that it was number 19 Lombard Street. The shop was much
smaller then because there was not the huge range of wines that are available
now. We bottled our own beer in the garage, the beer arriving in barrels from
Ind Coope or Guinness and being transferred into the bottles. I don’t think
this practice went on very long as it was not deemed viable. Wine from the
shippers was lowered down into the cellar and put up on racks for a week or
two before it was filtered and decanted into bottles. The metal ring from which
the barrels were anchored as they were lowered into the cellar is still set firmly
in the flagstones outside the north end of the building near the entrance to the
old surgery’.
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Changing Petworth (1)

Below: Petworth Infants School prior to demolition. The present
public library stands on the site. Photograph by George Garland,

Below.

Angel Street ¢, |905.

The piece of land with a
single tree that lies just off the
Sheepdown turning seems

at first to defy logic. It 15, In
fact, a historic survival, It once
formed part of the coach
turning space for Grays.

The photograph shows the
alignment of the wall to allow
this. There is no record of the
work invelved in alteration
but it must have been
substantial.

An Upton family photograph.
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SUSSEX CROSSWORD

Compiled by Debby Stevenson.

R g
7 y - s TRl
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ACROSS

7 — Sewell, author of Black

Beauty, who once lived in

Graylingwell House (4)

8 To jump — like 30 across

gives the name of a park near

East Grinstead (4)

9 Cart for carrying heavy

loads (4)

11 A college and gardens here
on land donated by Edward

James (4.4)

12 A particular way of

moving (4)

13 At one time (4)

14 Large areas of privately

owned land (7)

16 A high point on the
Downs above Kingley Vale
containing many ancient
remains (34)

18 Country park, house and
hamlet next to the University
of Sussex (7)

21 Summer time - could be
too hot for walkies (3.4)

23 A smart and tidy cow? (4)
26 Slough or remove (4)

27 Come November, they
won't forget in 25 down (8)
28 Noise from 237 Sounds
depressing (4)

29 A Sussex river (4)

30 Herds of these are often
keptin 14 (4)
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Solution on page 43

DOWN

1 Small arm of the sea (5)

2 Sussex village where it is
said people always leave doors
open! (6)

3 Flowery name for a

railway (8)

4 An attraction near
Chichester where there are
butterflies and birds (7)

5 Where to see the | 360 (8)
6 Village which was once said
to have a dragon living in the
knucker holel (9)

10 An otter's home (4)

15 Garden near Haywards
Heath, with woodland and
lakeside walks (5,4)

17 Downland behind Goring
where the smuggling miller
John Qlliver is buried in his
large tomb (8)

19 Village famous for its
WW?2 aerodrome and
museum (8)

20 Seated on horseback (7)
22 There were |00 in Winnie
the Pooh's wood! (4)

24 Thousands of Sussex oak
trees were felled to help
defeat this fleet (6)

25 Simon de Montfort and his
barons defeated Henry Il at
this battle (5)

A Christmas celebration in music and words

The Petworth Society Christmas evening, 12 December 2018. Keith Thompson

Yes, it was a very cold night. Yes, it was all happening in Westminster as the
Prime Minister faced and lost a vote of confidence. But we were rewarded with a
heart-warming programme by the South Downs Folk Singers, complete with an
appearance of The Tipteers (see the next page).

Thirty singers and, disappointingly, about the same number in the audience.
Anyone admitting little enthusiasm for “folk-song’ were soon put at ease. The
songs were tuneful, the singing, unaccompanied, was harmonious, the readings
expressingly articulated and all ensured a most congenial atmosphere. Traditional
carols sung to unfamiliar tunes; poems and prose, some well-known, others less
so, but all full of meaning at Christmas and many delightfully humorous.

We don’t usually list a programme, but this time it will be of interest in its
content and variety:

Carol.'While shepherds watched. .. St. George, the Turkish Knight (‘Slasher’) and his

' S ol | : - A \ ; :
Poem.'Christmas’ by John Betjeman mother' and the Doctor. Plenty of dangerous

Carol."The holly and the ivy" swordplay and gory surgery but reconciliation at

An extract from Hillaire Belloc's essay ‘A e enc S Pagce oh Carh

Remaining Christmas’ Carol.'Deck the hall with boughs of holly.

‘When the Lord in human nature was an hapless g1, Copper's account of the Mummers' play at

creature born’. his village of Rottingdean.

Poem. St. Wilfred's Manhood Chapel (Selsey) at
Christrnas.

Carol."The holly bears a berry'.
Poem. "Wintertime' by Robert Louis Stevenson.

Carol.'Hark the herald angels sing'.
Poem.The rose in the middle of winter’ by
Charles Bennett.

The Sussex Carol.'On Christmas night all
Christians sing’.

Interval

The noisy entrance of the Tipteers with a
riotous Mummers' play; ‘Mother' Christmas,

Rounds, with audience participation in three
parts.

Poem. Thoughts on winter' by Laurence
Wheeler:

Carol."The master's in his hall’

Carol.'While shepherds watched ..!
Carol."We wish you a merry Christmas’

As Peter said at the end, ‘A performance to justify a larger audience’ and the
conductor’s reply, ‘It was a pleasure to sing to a listening audience.” Our thanks to
Debbie and Gordon Stevenson for bringing the Singers to our Christmas evening.
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The characters from the Tipteers' Mummers'
play, Mother Christmas' including St George,

Mother, the Turkish Knight (apparently about

to draw his dagger and justify his pickname of

Slasher), and the Doctor in an unusually calm
scene from their performance at the Petworth
Society Christmas evening..

Photograph by lan Godsmark.
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were some difficulties with language, lots of pulling of our pigtails by the boys and
laughter at the beige knitted stockings we Polish girls used to wear where did our
parents get them from? All the girls from our school had to walk through the town
daily in a two by two line to the boys’ school for lunch. We used to walk to Petworth
Park too for our games lessons, usually rounders, and for sports day.

Eventually we were all resettled in local villages, and enjoyed our respective lives;
[ am sure we were all very grateful and have fond memories of the time we spent in
Petworth Camp. The Good Old Days! Never thought I would hear myself say that!

|. Probably ‘Czerwone Maki na Monte Cassino’ Red Poppies on Monte Cassino.

Opposite. Stasha Starzec and Lydia Krawczuk on the day of their first communion in front of Hut 65.

Below. Two more pages from Anna Starzec's registration document.

EXDORSEMENTS AND REMARKS,

7 "
fohots hhonsgz f wlilicnr

Recuvep the sum of 1/- for this
certificate.
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“The climate 1s particularly healthy’

Some pictures of St Michaels School, Burton Park from the 19605

The editor would be interested to hear from
anyone who has memories of their time at the

school.

Opposite above, The refectory, Was the raised

seating area next to the piano at the far end for

Opposite below.
Girls learning to play tennis on some of the
eight grass courts. In the backeround are the five

lacrosse pitches.

Below. The west front of the house which dates
from |828. It was bought by Major and Mis
Courtauld in 1919 and, as was so often the case
with such mansions, the house and park were
requisitioned by the army during the Secend
WorldWar. After the war the house, gardens
and southern half of the park were sold to the
Woodard Corporation who created the school.
The Woodard Corporation is'a charity founded
on the vision of Caneon Nathaniel Woodard,
which provides education in an actively Christian

school environment.
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27 JUN 162

S. MICHAELS BURTON PARK
PETWORTH SUSSEX

Girls’ School of the Southern Division of the Woodard Corporation.

Recognised as Efficient by the Ministry of Education.

S. Michaels Burton Park is a Public School intended by its
Founders to provide a sound and liberal education on the principles
of the Church of England. It was founded in 1844 at Hove by
Miss Rooper, and removed to Bognor in 1856 by Lady Caroline
Eliot, the first Lady Warden. The property was conveyed in
trust to the Reverend Nathaniel Woodard, Founder and Provost
of Ss. Mary and Nicolas College, Lancing, in 1865; and was
allied to the Woodard Corporation in 1895. After the Second
World War, in 1946, it was established at Burton Park.

Burton Park is magnificently situated, with views of the Downs
beyond its own lovely gardens. The estate covers over 150 acres,
and includes parkland, lakes, playing fields, and large fruit and
vegetable gardens. There are five Lacrosse pitches and eleven
Tennis courts (three hard). The climate is particularly healthy.
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Above. A postcard from St Michaels of four scenes with the accent on the sciences.

Opposite. The first page of the school's prospectus: 'The climate is particularly healthy!'

Witch Bottles
Shaun Cooper

We have all dreamed of finding a message in a bottle as we walk beside the sea, or
even a secret treasure map, but if you find an old bottle in the garden or within
the walls of your house, you should be wary of opening it even if it looks empty.
[f you live in a very old building in that part of Sussex which is centred around
Petworth and Pulborough, then it is quite possible that there may be a witch bottle
hidden inside one of the walls, or beneath the threshold of the front door, or maybe
under the hearth stones. These will have been put there to prevent witches from
getting inside. However, there were other types of witch bottles, and some should
be treated with the utmost caution, as they may contain harmful agents.
Chatlotte Latham, writing in 1878, told how a lady at West Dean had seen a
bottle filled with pins, on the hearth in a cottage. She was asked not to touch it
because it was red hot and would spoil the charm. The daughter had had falling
fits, and the doctors didn’t know why, so her mother had gone to see a wise-
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Changing Petworth (2)

Building the new Petworth Fire Station in the [960s
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Opposite.

The contractors John G. Snelling Ltd., of
Chichester begin by making an access through
the existing boundary wall. The long felt-roofed

building with a skylight behind the hedge is

George Garland's photographic studio.

Below.

Work continues with low stone walls (from the
boundary wall perhaps) acting as a foil to the
typical 1960s stretcher-bond brickwork.
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been agreed, we would go out whatever the weather: Littlehampton, Worthing,
Brighton, Devil’s Dyke, Devil’s Punchbowl, Portsmouth, Isle of Wight, the Hog’s

Back. Once I saw the Long Man of Wilmington; it was on a trip to Eastbourne.

The pier was closed in the off season. Once there was a club ball in the ballroom at
the Swan Hotel.

This article is taken from notes by the late |im Taylor at Thompson's Hospital and transcribed by the
) ) P Y

editor who has omitted some technical details and who accepts responsibility for any inaccuracies.

Above. Members of the Rother Cycling Club assemble by the Leconfield Hall in July [950.
Photograph by George Garland. Below: Head badges from Hobbs of Barbican and James Cycles.

THE

( JAMESTYGLE-

Z )
, LONDON
> SIRMINGHN,
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