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‘The ploughman homeward plods his weary A design produced by Waterlow & Sons
way' was George Garland's caption borrowed Ltd. for a device for Petworth Parish Council
from Thomas Gray’s ‘Elegy written in a Country inl894. See page 53.

Churchyard' for this photograph taken at West

Burton in 1934
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CHAIRMAN'’S NOTES

First a note about proof-reading. Issue 178 was in fact the December magazine
not, as printed on the cover, September. My apologies (and Jonathan’s) for any
confusion. You will be pleased to know that subscriptions will remain at the 2019
level for next year. Please tick the Gift Aid box on your subscription form if you
can, it means a substantial contribution to Society funds. Prompt payment eases
Gemma’s very considerable workload. There will be the usual opportunity ta pay
at the March and April Book Sales and, as ever, Austens in Marker Square will
be prepared to take sealed envel pes. They cannot, however, discuss subscription
queries or give change.

Miles comments on the 2019 fair. For myself, having been so intimately con
cerned with the fair for some 35 years, it was a strange but in some ways restful
experience to watch from the sidelines. Of course, the Society still has a voice on
the Fair Committee but the impact of younger minds was obvious. The Society
can take pride in having been a crucial link in some thousand years of Petworth
history, having taken charge in 1985 when all seemed lost.

[ would draw vour attention to two spring meetings. March and April have two

particularly interesting evenings. Our meetings arc a unique Petworth institution

and, forty years on, a unique survival. Drawing an evening audience, inclement
weather or otherwise, is not easy: Miles and I can play the ‘older Petworth’ card but
an outside speaker has no such cushion. They have to offer something different.
Our old friend David Bramwell returns in March and speaks on Masquerade, ‘the
book that inspired the world’s biggest treasure hunt’ and I have the impression
that he has some surprises up his sleeve; certainly he never fails to intrigue and
entertain. In April Colin Chambers is a new face, but as prison chaplain to Nelson
Mandela he will surely have something interesting to say. The mantra for meetings
seems to be ‘not too many, but don’t miss them when they come.’

Please read “This is your magazine’ on page 43 and give it a little thought.

Lastly, my thoughts on the Tillington Fun Singers Christmas evening. | can
only echo the words of one of the audience: “This is the Perworth we fell in love

with.’

it on the recent refurbishment of the Petworth Co-op, this promotion
1932. The International Stores occupied the same site as the present Co-op as the

25 at its entrance testify,
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Low prices combined with sound quality

represent true economy. It is the high

standard of International offers that
makes their value so remarkable.

large ting
Apricots, Australian

Apricots, Californian  9d & 10d
Peaches, Australian 9d
Peaches, Californian 10d & 104d
Pears, Bartlett 11d & 1/-
Pineapple (Cubes or Slices) per tin Bd

DRIED FRUITS
Prunes perlh, 6d & 8d

Fine large fruit
Fruit Salad perib.  Bd

CUSTARD POWDER
Mitre, packets  14d, 4d & 7id

s large canisters 10id
Bird's, boxes 6id & 104d

JELLIES
Mitre, tablets 3d & 6d
w  crystals packets 3id
Chivers' Jelly Creams ,, 4id
w  tablets 4id & 8id
Foster Clark’s packets 3id

TOMATOES
Ripe, peeled pertin  6d

Cirio Brand " 7id

English
Dessert Fruits

Natiooal Mark  In Heavy Syrup
Wa. 1 No.2
Bl'k Currnntamé;:‘l wifa
Damsons 7d 9id
Greengages 7d 9id
Victoria Plums 7d 101d
Red Plums 6id -
Loganberries 8id -
Cherries 8id -

CANNED FISH

British Brisling pertin 4id
In pure Olive Oil

British Herrings |, 6d
In Tomato Sauce

Pilchards 5id

In Tomate Sauce

MEAT and FISH
PASTES
Mitre, glass jars  44d & 6id

A large varioty

CEREALS

perib. perzlb.
Rolled Oats, Empire 2id  44d

Rice, Empire 2d 3&(‘
Flake Tapioca,Empire 2&& ‘ﬁd
Butter Beans 3id 6id
Cut Macaroni per 1b. 5id
Empire Macaroni S 5d
Rice, Sylvan Glen  per pkt. 3id
Green Peas, Sylvan Glen ,, d

BREAKFAST
FOODS
Scott’s Porage Oats per pkt, 10d
Quaker Oats o 9id
Shredded Wheat 8d
Post Toasties 7id

FLOUR
Self-Raising, Mitre 3 Ib, bag  6d
Self-Raising, McDougall's

3 Ib. bag
Household, Empire, 33 Ib. bag 44d

HONEY
Mitre, Californian 9d & 1/4

Stone or Glass Jars

INTERNATIONAL

The Greatest Grocers
in the World
1

STORES

Tea, Coffee,
Groceries, Provisions
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Much more than the South Downs National Park

Keith Thompson

It wasn’t Geoffrey Mead after all. Confusion over dates (not our fault) and the
resulting double booking threw a spanner in the works at short notice. But
Geoffrey and Chris Hare are friends and although Chris has not been taking on
bookings for talks recently he came to the rescue. We were not only relieved but
delighted, knowing that Chris would inform, entertain, amuse and relate history
in an easily digested manner, even, with luck, giving us a song or two for good
measure.

The history of the region in which the South Downs National Park is central,
is less a county by county history, but a history of the three areas covered by the
Weald, the South Downs and the coastal plain.

The Weald (meaning ‘wild’) was just that up to the Industrial Revolution when
iron and glass became nationally important. Even so, the tiny villages remained
independent and self-sufficient, travel along the muddy tracks — no roads — would
be virtually impossible in winter. The villages may have been independent but
much of the Downs and coast were in the control of the gentry and Church.

Ten thousand years ago, Neolithic farmers cleared the forested downland and
sowed grass for sheep, a system which remained up to the twentieth century when
the growing urbanisation of the towns and cities led to changes from grassland to
agricultural crops. Now we are seeing a return to grass and sheep as well as some
woodland, although cereal crops remain important.

In the late nineteenth century, wealthy city dwellers began to p{:pul;nc the
Downs and coastal plain for health reasons, away from the smells, filth and disease
of the cities.

Chris gave us readings from William Henry Hudson, Arthur Beckett, Hilaire
Belloc and John Broadwood (founder of the piano firm). Becketts The Spirit of
the Donwns expresses his love of ‘the delights of commonplace things” but to the
indigenous working people, the Weald and Downs remained just that, their
workplace, with which they were content, not knowing any other.

Broadwood started the revival and wider appreciation of folksong, collecting
twenty and his daughter, hundreds. Chris gave us ‘Shepherd of the Downs’. The
tunes often had a link with those of a classical nature. Belloc was also a collector
and the Copper family became famous for maintaining the folksong tradition.

Tickner Edwards’ The Downland Year, 365 chapters, one for each day of the

year, records the rural life, including the making of ‘chaff beds’ at harvest time.
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These were made by collecting the chaff from threshing to make a soft mattress
which would be renewed annually.

After the interval, another song and some questions from the audience which
are often more like comments on what has gone before, indicative of the rapport
which Chris, so readily establishes with his audiences.

Thank you, Chris. We look forward to seeing you again soon.

Below. A section of the South Downs Way near Cock
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Gog and Magog between the wars Changing Petworth (5)

The Gog and Magog Lodges in the mid-|930s QOld Leconfield Estate cottages in Pound Street in about 1960.The frontage with doors opening
photographed by George Garland whose on to the main A272 would have been dangerous even in the [950s — but unthinkable today.
caption reads The annual Boxing Day meet ! Photographer unknown
of Lord Leconfield’s hounds at the Gog and
Magog Lodges, near Byworth, was held as usual

f the inclement weathe;

attracted a large mounted field and a larger

ties' following the pack after
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The drills were strictly timed for when Lord and Lady Leconfield wetre away
and the top floor maids had probably gone with them. For all of this effort the
team would find an extra shilling in their pay packets at the end of the week.
Seemingly not a lot but well worth having and equal to a visit to the Regal Cinema
and a bar of chocolate if it had been available in wartime.

Of course all of those mentioned have now gone beside myself and Gordon
Simpson. There were also the likes of Mr Frank Carver the gate keeper at the
Grand Entrance, always smartly dressed in his long coat and top hat with its
rosette. There was Charlie Baxter who had come out of retirement due to the
war. He lived in Cherry Row with his wife and family, Sheila about my age and
was it Amy? Chatlie and 1 worked together for a month or so renovating and
painting farm cottages at Egdean, Douglas Lake and finishing at Little Bognor.
He was a fine old man of 70 while | was just a lad of 15 but he was wonderful
company, regaling me with his memories of Gallipoli and how to locate and shoot
the Turkish snipers.

|. Rides. The iron hinges fixed on a gate by which it swings or rides’. James Orchard Halliwell,

A Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words (privately printed, 1862)

Below. the photograph of Harpers tobacconists in Saddlers Row decorated for the Queen's Silver

Jubilee in 1977 which has generated such interest on Facebook. Photographer unknown

Midhurst
A272
Chichester
(A285)

1 SBP269K| ©
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From Facebook

Miles Costello

You may recall from earlier magazines that I have been posting local photographs
on to social media in the hope of engaging with people who may not always be

members of the Society. The level of responses vary greatly but here is a selection.

HARPERS
A photograph of Harpers tobacconists and barbers shop in Saddlers Row decorated
for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977 generated a lot of interest. Of course the
occasion is still fresh in the memories of many, as is the shop itself. In my mind the
town seemed to be somewhat divided between Harpers and nearby Pelletts in the
Market Square the two being competing businesses, my family tended to have a
preference for Pelletts though I have no idea why.

Sian McGarvey née Arnold wrote ‘Fantastic to see a photo of Harper’s. I loved
the shop. I used to stop there every Friday with my mum to get the week’s tobacco
and sweets.” Sean Staker meanwhile recalled the Friday ritual of ‘a quarter of sweets
then round the corner for fish and chips.’

Trish Golkowski née Clake was just leaving Petworth for a life in America
with her new husband and took with her a set of Silver Jubilee glasses that she
had bought at Harpers as a gift for her new in-laws. She doesn’t record how the
glasses were received. Brian Peacock recalled buying sherbet flying saucers, black
jacks, giant gobstoppers and aniseed balls from the shop. Rather interestingly he
also mentioned that he had bought snuff there though presumably not at the same
time as the sweets,

Claire Sadler would have been quite young when the shop finally closed but
still has fond memories of Harpers though she was happy to share her custom
liberally ‘One of my four favourite shops as a kid — 1 larpers, Pelletts, Weavers and
the Card Shop! Mum used to buy me an animal bar in Harper’s if I was allowed
to have chocolate that day; 1 thought I was so lucky! Then we would go into the
butcher’s shop next door which if I remember rightly had sawdust on the floor and

a lady in a box who took your money! So long ago!l’

The adjacent barbers bought back memories though not always fond ones. Brian

recalled ‘It was where | had my first haircut from Wally Ball using hand clippers,

[ remember it clearly.” An experience that I guess would not easily be forgotten.
Keith Goatcher clearly had mixed feelings about his first visit ‘I had my hair
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cut there, sat on a board across the arms of the chair. I remember it well as [ was
terrified!’

BEDHAM SCHOOL
A photograph of the long derelict Bedham School was sure to generate comment
and so I put on a recent image taken by Tim Kahane. The response was as expected
beginning with Alan Simpson who recalled that his grandmother Constance Deas
was firstly a pupil then a teacher at the school. Her maiden name was Purser and
she lived at Bennyfold Farm. Mary Boniface from Hampers Green wrote ‘My
late husband Eric went to Bedham School. He told me that he had a ‘caddypolt’
with which he used to hit the bell’. While the school closed in 1925 the building
continued to be used for occasional church services and Brenda Thomas recalled
‘I 'was a choir girl from Fittleworth Church at a wedding at Bedham one Christmas
time, sometime around 1956 or ’5 8, the wedding was of a daughter of the Hastings
family that had the farm opposite.” Janet Duncton continued the theme and wrote
‘T used to know an elderly lady at Dayman’s (Bedham) called Miss Rowland and
she always said that the Hastings (who evidently own or owned the old school)
would only speak to the Mitfords and the Mitfords would only speak to God. Her
saying not mine.’

Liz Evans née Salter was very familiar with the building when it was still in

reasonable condition ‘1 used to go there, when a child, with my neighbour Lillian

Hunt, she used to clean it, whilst she was dusting and polishing | would play the

harmonium. At that time in the 505 it was used as a church,

PETWORTH WORKHOUSE
Another favourite photograph was of Petworth Workhouse which closed in the
early nineteen thirties. Unsurprisingly none of the respondents remembered it
being a workhouse, however there were recollections of the period before it was
demolished when the building was being used as a girls’ school.

Valerie Sharp née West commented ‘After being a workhouse and before it
was a garage this building was a boarding school, run by two sisters. There were
I think two tennis courts just behind the building. It was a lovely building inside.
I stayed there over night when the sisters had to go to London.’

Janet Duncton recalled “Tor the life of me can’t remember the name of the
headmistress but she came to live in Upperton before | was married probably
when | was about 13 and then she went to Chichester where [ used to visit her in
her flat by a pub in East Street. I wish 1 could remember her name. She started
to teach me piano in Upperton. It was something like Miss Murison but that’s
probably not right.’

Jan Lamoureux née Baxter wrote from Canada ‘I lived there for a while with
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Left.
A recent photograph of the remains of Bedham
School by Tim Kahane.

Below.

Petworth workhouse and some of its residents
in March 1904, Photographer by Walter Kevis.
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my sister. My Mum was the cook and my Dad was the gardener/odd job man. |
don’t remember a lot about that time except my sister ;md [ both had chickenpox
(or measles), a horse and a pig were kept at the back of the grounds and you had
to sit at the table in the dining room until you had eaten all of your food by which
time it was cold and gross. I have never touched macaroni cheese again in 70 years!”

Brian Peacock wrote *...after it was a school the building was abandoned for
a number of years, access was simply go round the back and open a door. There
was a garden which was worth a visit if you were a scrumper, as 1 was! Inside the
furnishings weren’t completely removed but there was nothing of great value |
think, of course I was only a child and knew nothing about that sort of thing, on a

rainy day it was somewhere to go and have a rummage’.

Eager & Lewis

No. 32 in the continuing series of old Petworth traders. Peter Jerrome

Petworth Society Magazine has carried several very detailed accounts of life
at Eagers in the early twentieth century. The invoice opposite reflects an earlier
period while the premises later later to be David’s is now Augustus Brandt.

In March 2007 (PSM 172) Greta Steggles, looking back to being a child in
1920 could remember the brothers Leslie and Stanley (generally called ‘Dickie’)
Fager as in charge but added:

“This was the shop to which my grandfather came from Warwickshire to
become a partner with Mr Harry Eager, father of the present owners; and the
business was, at that time, known as Eager ¢ Lewis. My grandfather had two
sons but neither of them wanted to follow him into the business, Today my mother
buys some white tape, some white linen buttons (for use on pillow cases) and a
reel of cotton. I do not hear him but I am quite sure that ‘Dickie’ asks if he could
send these things down, as he always does, no matter how small the purchase. He
officiates on the right hand side of the counter in the shop, where haberdashery,

materials etc. are sold and Leslie deals with the sale of men’s clothing on the other

side. Ladies requiring clothing have to climb the rather steep steps at the back of

the shop to the upper floor, where Winnie Wilcox measures and fits them out.
The al cost of my mother’s purchases 1s two shillings and three pence and
three farthings so she hands over half a crown and receives by way of change, two

pennies and, in lieu of a farthing, a packet of pins.’
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be there for ten years. Two events stand out. The first was the fire in 1984 when

the barn opposite the house went up in flames. This took hold very quickly. The
glass in the windows of the house became red hot. At one point there were six fire
engines working flat out. The barn smouldered for a day and a half. The second
was the great storm of 1987. We woke up to find the whole of our kitchen filled
with coal fumes, the main chimney being cracked right through. We were lucky
it didn’t fall into our bedroom. Going outside at one o’clock in the morning I had

merely noticed that it was strangely warm and quiet for October. No one had

been hurt in the storm but Lawrence Tebbs with his gang and a JCB spent four

davs clearing the road by the Welldiggers. 1 remember, too, heating watere for the

dairy calves on the Rayburn.
Changes over the last forty years? A general realising of the inevitability and
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apparently random nature of market forces. I can remember Mr McHardy at Stag
Park talking of the Wall Street Crash of 1929. Stock valued at £200 might within
three days be unsaleable at £1o. It was also obvious by the 198os that labour costs
had to be reduced and hence that arable farming would increasingly depend on
employing outside contractors at certain seasons. There is no financial logic in
paying (200,000 for a combine harvester that might be used once a year and
simply stand in a shed for the rest of the time. Above all, there is, as I have already
observed, a growing concern with man’s relation with the natural world, and the

need to treat it with respect. If he does not he cannot complain at the consequences.

he right. This is the building
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‘Mr Churchill spoke over the wireless’

Tony Whitcomb's record of scouting in Petworth, 194 1-4/. Miles Costello

Tony Whitcomb was at least on nodding terms with most people; always smartly
dressed, he was until quite recently a familiar figure about the town. Born in
1928 at 11 Grove Lane he was the only child of Harold and May Whitcomb.
When his father became manager of the International Stores in Market Square
the family moved into the cottage at the back of the premises and which is
now part of the present Co-op. Educated at Midhurst Grammar, Tony had a
long involvement with the Boy Scouts Association in West Sussex, eventually
becoming an Assistant Commissioner. An enthusiastic actor, he was a member
of the local amateur dramatic group for many years and a founder member of the
West Sussex Philharmonic Society. A relatively short stint with the Ordnance
Survey in London was followed by national service in FEgypt with the Royal
Engineers. Tony married Jean Cargill, a local girl, in 1956 and they remained
in the town eventually settling at Leith Cortage in Angel Street. A sometime
churchwarden and parish councillor, his career as a professional photographer
began with Charles White of Midhurst followed by Walter Gardiner at Worthing
before finally working from home where he was always available to take passport
photographs.

His scouting record was passed to me along with other Boy Scout ephemera by
his niece and is titled “My Personel [si¢] Log Book of Scouting and Cubbing’, It is a

ruled A4 cloth-bound journal typical of the period. Immediately inside is pasted a
Scout Progress Record Card which begins on the 3oth of August 1940 when Tony
joined the St Mary’s Petworth Scout Troop at the age of 13. Despite the war the
first two years passed uneventfully, Tenderfoot badges were awarded for saluting,
wound dressing and woodcraft among others, and culminated in his investiture as

a full Second Class Scout in the spring of 1941.

ST GEORGE’S DAY 1941
The St Mary’s Petworth Troop Boy Scouts today met at St Mary’s Church Pet

worth to commemorate the death of our founder and Chief Lord Baden-Powell of

Gilwell. After the service we went into the choir vestry where | was invested into

the brotherhood of Scouts by Mr C. Stevenson.'

TUESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 1942

At approximately 11 a.m. today a two engine German bomber swooped out of
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Below:

I'he rather austere interior of the Petworth
Scout Hut, probably in the 1960s.
Photograph by Tony Whitcomb.

the clouds over Perworth and released several bombs, one of which made a direct
hit on the Boys™ School and another on the laundry next door. At 12.45 at the

Midhurst Grammar School all boys who live at Petworth were informed by the
headmaster Mr Lucas of the tragedy. He also informed us that Mr. Stevenson had
died while protecting some of his b ws. Altogether thirty two persons were killed

including boys and masters. May they rest in peace.?

FRIDAY 19TH MARCH 1943

This is the first meeting of the reformed 1st Petworth Troop. A few weeks ago
Miss L. J. Dabson visited me, and informed me that she was willing to run the
Scouts in Petworth. Since then Miss Dabson [later referred to as Akela] myself and
several other Scouts have been cleaning out Scout hcﬂ(lqunr[crs at New Grove and
preparing in general for this day.? I have also been collecting a few recruits who
came along tonight.

The meeting opened with a game called bag-touch to get all newcomers at ease.
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Among the newcomers were Jim Russell, Walter Simmons, Trevor Green and
Norman Bourne. Next we all gathered round while the troop rules were read out.
Then the twelve Scouts and recruits were divided into A and B teams and moved
to their corners. This evening’s wide game was Paratroopers versus Homeguards.*
This lasted from 7.30 until 8.15. During the game Reg Harper made a wild dash
through the defenders and I’m sure that they must have thought they were being
attacked by a herd of wild elephants. The game was won by the paratroopers by 3

points. So ended the first meeting of the troop since early in 1942.

SUNDAY 2ND MAY 1943

Church Service for St. George’s Day and in Commemoration of Baden-Powell.
About ninety scouts and cubs from this district attended a service in St. Mary’s
Church at Petworth. The boys formed up at New Grove H.Q) and marched from
there to the church. They came from Billingshurst, Wisborough Green, Plaistow,
Tillington, Lurgashall and Petworth. The service was conducted by the Revd
Godwin who also gave the sermon.

FRIDAY 4TH JUNE 1943
Troop Meeting. Meeting opened with flag break and notices. Great doings resulted
after the latter due to the formation of a new patrol — The Bulldog Patrol.
The members of the patrol were in this order:
Maurice Alder — Patrol Leader, Myself — Second, Ted Whitcomb,
Alfred Gumbrell, Trevor Green, Norman Bourne, John Grimwood.
And the other patrols were:
Bulls: John Murrary — Patrol Leader, Peter Hill — Second, Jim Russell,
Neville Green, David Claise, Bob Willis, Ray Woodmore.
Otters: Jim Dabson — Patrol Leader, Reg Harper — Second, Walter Simmons,
Michael Murray, Terry Lucas, Jim Godwin, Chris Clegg, Fred Hall.

FRIDAY 25TH JUNE 1943

A few days ago | met a Canadian soldier outside the youth centre after practising
for the youth rally. He asked me where our Scout master lived so [ took him to the
Police House but nobody was in. Later, when | had left him, he went back to Miss
Dabson’s house and as luck would have it she was in. Tonight the troop had the
honour of meeting for the first time S|tanley|.A. Richardson 16th London Troop,
[Ontario|, Canada. During the evening he proved himself a great help, by helping

to build a covered waggon for the forthcoming youth rally.

SATURDAY 3RD JULY 1943
Youth Rally. The troop with the help of five other local troops staged a display
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Below.

The Petworth Scouts and Cubs Remembrance
Parade making their way down New Street in
[950 with the Boys Brigade bringing up the

rear. Photograph by Tony Whitcamb

of bridge building in Petworth Park. The 1st Petworth and 15t Tillington (roops

surprised the whole audience when with revolver shots and shouts they charged

in the arena with covered waggons to attack the bridge builders. They charged
around the arena picking up the enemy and putting the dead in the covered
waggons (trek carts), one of which was being pulled by the two stalwart horses
James Russell and myself. The rest of the rally consisted of displays ete given by
various youth organisations in the Petworth district.

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER 1943

Tonight proved to be a great night for me, because being made Patrol Leader does
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not come every week, and being made the leader of the Bulldog Patrol is a great
privilege. Tonight Second Green was also made Patrol Leader of the Bulls.

The meeting consisted of cleaning the [Scout] room. During the evening, while
we were dusting the walls ete. several explosions shook the room. Everybody
fell flat on the foor. All the candles were miraculously dowsed during the silent
dive to the floor. After a while we began to sit up, and then a small voice started
singing Oh! Jemima Look at Your Uncle Jim . The troop Leader went downstairs
to keep a lookout. The bombs were dropped near Shopham Bridge.

FRIDAY 14TH APRIL 1944

Trip to Town. We met in the Square at 8.30. 1 had previously in getting up almost
broken my neck, but nobody worried about that. Left Petworth 8.30. Patrol Leader
Whitcomb tore his pants. Left Horsham 9.42. Arrived London 10.32. Went to
Scout Shop, ordered dinner then we proceeded to the 8.8, . until 11.45. We then
came out to the Scout Shop and went on to the roof. Then had dinner of shepherd’s
pie after that we had rubob [s/¢]. We then took the tube to S. Kensington to the
NHM [Natural History Museum]. Akela and 1 walked round the museum. We
lost Chris, Bunny and Bags. We came out of there and went to Westminster by
tube. We then had our tea under Big Ben and then went to the Discorery. After that
we came back to H.Q. by tube and then to the News Theatre.

FRIDAY 19TH MAY 1944

Tonight we heard the sad news that an hour ago Jim Godwin, Bob Willis and
Timer Whitcomb had been injured in an accident. Jim and Bob received cuts and
lacerations to their faces, Jim also having a fractured pelvis. Timer is the worst
having very bad injuries to his legs. At the moment he is dangerously ill, mine,
and 1 am sure all of the troops thoughts are with him in this critical moment, and

we pray that he will recover. God be with him.

SATURDAY 20TH MAY 1944

This afternoon Jim Russell [Rusty] and myself white washed the billiard room at

the Police Station, We were working to bring in money for the “Boy Scouts Relief
5 ; ) !

Abroad Services’. We earned ten shillings between us. The rest of the troop also
did odd jobs, some very odd. The Bull patrol carned 12/54d: the Otters 17/64 and

the Bulldogs 15/114. With the Cubs effort the grand total was [ 5.0.0.

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 1944
Bulldog patrol meeting. Tonight after alot of preparation by Akela, second Penfold
and myself we held a treasure hunt. We began the meeting with inspection by

Akela, after which instructions and small plans were given to the patrol for the
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Below.
Scouts, Sea Scouts and Guides assembling 1n

Maket Square in front of the Westminster

Banlk in the early 1950s. Photograph by
Charles White.

LIMMITED

hunt, then off they went. The hunt included the hunters being chased by cows
and hiding behind a poplar tree in which they found a clue. When at last they
reached the spot where it was buried (where the doodlebug fell) they started
digging frantically with their fingers in the earth and the rubble. What a sight in
the moonlight ‘Scrammy’ second Penfold was the lucky man, cight threepenny
bits in a casket were his reward. We made our way home singing our song ‘Show
your Strength ye British Bulldog’.

THURSDAY 21ST DECEMBER 1944

Bulldog patrol meeting. I opened the meeting with the usual flag break followed
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by inspection. The rest of the meeting consisted of practising Christmas carols for
our Christmas good turn and for the short sketch we are putting on at the troops
Xmas party. Previously we had decided that after the meeting we would pay a visit
to Akela and present her with a Christmas present from the patrol. But sorry to
say after singing a carol outside her house, Mrs Dabson came out and informed
us that Akela was out. However she said that she enjoyed our singing immensely
and offered to give us some money, but being good Scouts we declined (wishing
later that we had not). After we had left there we decided to go carol singing there
and then. The proceeds were to go to our second Edward Whitcomb who is still
in hospital recovering from his accident in May. We sang outside several houses
- Grove Street and were asked in to one. The grand total was 15/64 which was

given in the form of savings stamps.

SUNDAY 24TH & MONDAY 25TH DECEMBER 1944
Christmas Eve. Not exactly Scouting but worth writing about. At approximately
11.30 p.m. the bells of St. Mary’s church started ringing out their peals of joy and
happiness for Christmas. 1 was one of those ringers and | think that it was one
of the most memorable moments of my life to be ringing the Christmas bells.
Another Scout ringer is John Weller.

Christmas Day. The bells were also calling the communicants to midnight mass
which was conducted by the Rev. Godwin. [t was a beautiful service the church

being decorated with holly etc. Some Scouts also attended the service at 7.30.

THURSDAY 19TH & FRIDAY 20TH APRIL 1945

Pioncer Camp. About 7.300n Thursday evening on hearing that the Bulldog patrol,
now under the leadership of P. L. Green, was camping in the Gog I decided to pay
them a visit. When I artived at their campsite I found that Akela was already there,
keeping them company. After had been there about half an hour Akela suggested
that I should go home and with my parents’ permission collect a pup tent, blankets
etc., and come and camp the night with them — to keep Neville company.

When at last my little camp was standing — under its own power, it was perfectly
dark, and I actually finished putting the pegs in with Bunny Bourne holding a torch.
After a bite to eat and some cocoa we had a shortsing-song with the accompaniment
of my bamboo pipe, a relic from the boys’ schoc 1. After this it was not long before
we were all in bed, of course Neville and I had to have a discussion before we went
to sleep; there are so many things to talk about these days!

It scemed ages before it began to get light, and when it did I didn’t want to get
up, so when one of the little puppies let my tent down on me | crawled in with
Neville who also didn’t want to get up., and together we made the menu for the

day! When at last we did get up we found a nice fire burning so Neville set to to
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eft of a photograph of
Petworth Wolf Cubs'
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performers are is not
known, nor who made the
plendid costumes. Part of
the Iron Room is visible

in the the background

Photographer unknown.
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prepare the breakfast while I re-erected my poor little tent.. The rest of the day
was spent mostly at cooking the dinner and playing various games in the \\-‘{!()(‘15-,
About 4.0 p.m. we started to pack up, starting with us having a wash! When we
were all ready we piled on our bikes with all our kit. When we reached H.Q. it was
about 6.30 and the troop meeting had just started and the Bulldogs were just in
time for the presentation of some badges. I scuttled off home as soon as possible.
[t was a grand camp and we had some grand fun. Trust the Bulldogs every time.
Those present were: Neville K. Green, ‘Bunny’ Bourne, Ronald Parsons, and
myself senior Scout A. J. Whitcomb.

TUESDAY BTH MAY 1945

V. E. Day. At three o’clock this afternoon Mr Churchill spoke over the wireless,
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WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY 1947
Received my calling up papers today.

THURSDAY 6TH FEBRUARY 1947

Joined up!

FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 1947

At 6.30 I went to our Scout headquarter

over my warra nts.

DECEMBER 1947

s to bid my official farewell and to hand

[ had been on my embarkation leave and on Wednesday — sorry Tuesday the 23rd

[ came home for a few days Christmas leave. Of course at 11 on Christmas Eve |

was ringing in the festive season and followed by Midnight Mass. Christmas was

spent in the proper place — home. On Boxing Day the family went out visiting

friends and the next day at ten past one I got on the bus for Petersfield and said

ooodbye to Petworth.

|. The log gives a vivid impression of endless
carefree days when Tony and his friends were
able to wander far and wide enjoying a freedom
unimaginable to the present generation With
the d:;_tr!cl teeming with soldiers and mulitary
hardware and the country preoccupied with
war little attention was paid to children. The

> Petworth was open for camping and
f:r‘!."‘."fp fires with no obvious CONCerns for the

blackout. Nights away from home sleepin

wtumn of 1942 by
rles Stevenson and
a generation of children in the bombing of the
MNorth Street Boys' School
2. The troop is effectively leaderless for six
and there seems little appetite for

-n reflected in the mood of

the town following the tragedy and one which
would last for many years. The spring of 1943
however sees the revival of the troop under the
banner of the Ist Petworth and the leadership of
Joy Dabson, a surprise choice but one supported
by the District Commissioner. Joy Dabson was
the daughter of Chief Superintendent Dabson of
the Petworth police

3. New Grove was the home of Brigadier
General Charles Kenyon Burnett

4. Wide Ga ¢ to the Scout
Asspciation the game should have a specific
objective such as reaching a pre point while
preventing the opposing team from doing

[ikewise

\With thanks to Teresa Charman and Jim

Dabson for their advice and assistance

Opposite. An early Petworth Society Bulletin, No. 4, April 1975.Typed on a typewriter and
duplicated, this would be the format up 1o Issue No. |4 September 1978.The change of name
from Bulletin to Magazine came with the 50th issue in December 1987, although typesetting was
still by ‘-.;,fpem'l‘;.e!.Tilw;‘. change to professional typesetting came with issue No. 71 in March 1993.
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This is your magazine

Mr Michael Brown writes:

Dear Editor,

[ did so enjoy the December edition of your magazine. What I have enjoyed
most about it is, first, the photographs and, second, the interviews with (largely)
working-class residents, some local and some now far flung, both packed with
fascinating insights into relatively recent social history. There used to be quite a
few pre-war reminiscences, but | suppose time takes its toll. Anyway, keep up the
good work. Congratulations.

Yours sincerely ...

Writing in 1978 I introduced an expanded Bulletin' No 15 for 1979. I could not

anticipate that, forty years and more on, 1 would be contemplating a vast ocean

of miscellaneous Petworth-related material extending to, perhaps, some seven

thousand pages of text and pictures. It is a volume of comment and recollection that
simply did not exist in 1978.

— . ; As editor | have to carry my readers

- Gukrwan ~ Oolooal Ay Weisda, Bboms Nouss, Fetreth.
| Mosindivan - Bir Lhilds Try, Ocre TLIT finue, Petworty.
ks Sesratary - Mr. 0.9, bdssn, Bpverth Hough, Petwsrth,
= -
fione Sreusurer = Mo BFo fesvin, Kitta, MidELs Jtrest, Pelverth.
Comithes - Mrw, Jo Bonsy Mr, )uV. Davidimn, Wr. BaF.F Davddse
e ey Buky dmerome Kee 1,0, Onkony Lady fhaknrley,

L b i i s B e i to 1978 | now have to take account
o PiH. Byngm, Mr. K.0. Thospesn,

with me. If [ fail to do this, quite simply
[ fail. A corollary is that any magazine
will have items that appeal to some and
not others, this has to be a strength

rather than a weakness. In contrast

of the magazine’s role as a repository
of tradition, written and remembered,
and try to blend readability and record
a delicate and potentially dangerous

ot s Howorary Beratary in balance. Have 1 succeeded? Miles and
Wo. Oweyen of Kitts, Widale Sirusts
Treuusrer aod Mro Bolo Fovler

[ would like your contribution to an

ongoing discussion.
il Gepern) Heating will be held
April ZEnd st 7,30 pom. After the
& phota play om "Oecrge O'Brien; ;
|. The title would change in time to the more

familiar Petworth Seciety Magazine, (PSM).
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Petworth Fair 2019

Miles Costello

This year was the first for many that the Society has not been directly involved in
organising the fair. A mixed blessing, though sad, as it seemed to be the end of an
era as the organisation was passed to a new and much younger committee, while
on the other hand it was a relief that the stress of the weeks leading up to the fair
would no longer fall upon our shoulders. Of course the Society is still very much
involved as Gemma represents us on the organising committee and we sponsored
the fair poster colouring competition which drew in over cighty entrants from
local schools and playgroups. The standard was far higher than we could have
imagined and was kindly judged on the afternoon of the fair by local artist Jan
Roddick with book tokens being awarded as prizes.

As so often the success of the fair very much depends upon the weather and
thankfully it was dry and ¢ ld, pu'itﬂ! Nigel Flynn, the Petworth Society crier,
got proceedings off to a noisy start and the merriment began, New stalls in the
lower hall of The Leconfield Hall while
upstairs the children were learning circus
skills, Live music and a fire performer
would entertain the crowds in Golden
Square alongside the gallopers in their
rather innovative new position. Soon the
crowds -.1ppun'ud and the town centre was
absolutely bustling. The temperate weather
and a concerted effort to publicise the day
online bought out what may have been a
record number of merryvmakers, at least in
recent years. Modern rides sat comfortably
side by side with the traditional gallopers and
chair-o-planes, a perfect mix. The evening
ended with the town band rendition of Sussex
by the Sea performed upon the gallopers and
tired but happy revellers started to wend
their way home. It certainly appears to have
been a most successful (i'.'l_\.

Congratulations to the new committee

COory

Petworth Primary for putting on a wonderful event.

| 79
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The Tillington Fun Singers

Miles Costello

Petworth Society Christmas evenings inevitably clash with one event or another
during the busy festive period and while this year was no exception a large
audience turned out to The Leconfield Hall to enjoy a toe-tapping trip dmr\'n
memory lane brought to them by the outstanding Tillington Fun Singers. The
nimble-fingered Rosemary Thompson on grand piano and Keith Russell on drums
were accompanied by a mixed group of brightly dressed vocalists who moved
seamlessly from one much-loved song to another. Old show-time favourites such
as ‘Hello Dolly’ and ‘Moon River’ had the audience singing along, while each
gathering of songs was interposed with short festive renditions and solos by
members of the group. Such was the speed of transition from one song to another
by the exceptionally well-rehearsed group that the performance appeared to blend
into a single cavalcade of musical gratification.

While the highly entertaining group made no claim to excellence they will,
judging by this performance, soon be snapped up to demonstrate their undoubted
talent and enthusiasm at other venues. Thank you Rosemary and Co. for a

thoroughly enjoyable evening.
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‘He made them great or lowly’

The December Book Sale. Peter Jerrome

My quarterly selection from the shoal
of books that come into us monthly for
ONCF the Book Sale may appear a personal
- ) ’
7 exercise in self-indulgence. For me
I HAD A HOME

it's more than that: a token attempt to
salvage some kind of permanency from
I'HE DIARY AND NARRATIVE L : s
oF the monthly flux that is the Sale — if you

NADEJDA like, to pluck a brand from the fire. As

LADY OF MONOUR TO THEIR IMPERIAL MAJESTIES
THE LATE LMPRESS ALETANDEA FEODOROVNA
AND
THE EMPRESE MARLA FEODOROVNA OF KUSSIA

often | have taken a remnant from the
L2 table — a book that would cost a few
pounds to acquire but has not attracted
a buyer,

In some ways the book is difficult
to appraise. It is certainly not impartial
and is seen as a warning to England
and Lurope in general of the constant
menace of Bolshevism, on which the
book is a full-blooded attack. ‘Nadejda’
DUCKWORTH

3 HENRIETTA STHEET, LONDON, W.C

is writing under an assumed name for
fear of possible reprisal, while people
and places have been disguised. There
are ‘urgent reasons to preserve the
incognito of some of those portrayed.

[t is just before the 1914-18 war and ‘one bright afternoon before my twelfth
vear.” Nadejda is at home choosing chocolate from a large gift box. She drops one
and it rolls on the floor, Her mother tells her not to eat it but throw it out of the
window and take another. Nadejda wonders why she must not eat it. She 1s told
that it has been on the floor and may have picked up germs: germs thrive in dust.
Nadejda considers this and muses “When we throw sweets to the peasant children,
some of them fall to the ground and they eat them all the same.” Her mother
explains that it is different: the peasant children are hardier and have different
wavs. ‘Listen Nadejda, the mole is different to the racehorse, a skylark to a barn
door hen; the rabbit eats grass, but the lion eats flesh.” Nadejda says she’d prefer

to be a lion, and her mother asks her father to explain the problem. The world, he

46 Petworth Society Magazine No. | 79

says, is as it is. Education and good will must eventually make it better. “You must
always be good to your parents and remember that they have hearts to feel and
souls to lose or to save.” Her mother urges Nadejda to choose another chocolate.

Still unconvinced, Nadejda lays the problem before Ropey (Miss Roper) her
English governess who sits her on her knee and has her repeat the fourth verse of
‘All things bright and beautiful’.

The rich man in his palace
The poor man at his gate
He made them great or lowly

And ordered their estate.

That, says Ropey, is the answer. God has given Nadejda greater responsibility
than the village children hence it is far, far wickeder for her to be untruthful or
selfish or mean.

The rest of the book is in some ways a descant on this theme. Figures like
Kerensky or Rasputin flit briefly on to the scene and are as swiftly gone. The family
flee to Yalta and live a charmed, if desperate life in fear of the Bolsheviks before,
it seems, fleeing to England. The diamond-initialled badge given Nadejda by the
Empress when she became lady of honour, survives in a paper bag containing eggs
for her mother. Nadejda’s view of the Bolsheviks is uncompromising *An armed
minority which sticks at nothing and which commits such shocking atrocities
that the rest of the community is too terrified and bewildered to do anything but
submit. It is like 2 mad bull let loose in a Sunday school.” ‘I wonder if in all this
world, even among those most I)il'!c!‘]_\' at war, there is any hate so murderous, so
intense, as the covetous class hatred of the proletariat for these who happen to
possess a little more, or know a little, than they do themselves. It is jealously gone
mad.’

|. Nadejda, Once | had a Home (Duckworth, 1926).

Opposite.

The title page of the first edition of Once | had a Home by Nadeja, ‘Lady of Honour to their
Imperial Majesties the late Empress Alexandra Feodorovna and the Empress Maria Feodorovna
of Russia',
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Changing Petworth (6)

Two views of the demolition of the Leconfield Estate house in Damer's Bridge, Petworth which
stood in the way of the entrance to the new car park. In S a very unpopular
decision at the time but the '‘Café ope Photog by T

Whitcomb and George Garland
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as early as 1874 until the carly [{)303.? Curiously, there seems to have once been

some sort of vague association between Gog Magog and fox hunts.? if an item

in the Sussex Advertiser, 20th January 1834, about an evening event which raised
funds for the East Sussex Hunt Races, is anything to go by. It includes a long

slightly comical poem that was recited there, which has the following lines:

Assured a pardon by your smiling faces,
Magog’s a-gog to aid Fox Hunt Races.
Like his gigantic namesake at Guildhall —

A man of weight! he contemplates no fall. ..

1. Barbara Walker, The Wornan's Encyclopedia of 7. The earliest newspapers | have found that
Myths and Secrets (1983). contain notices of Lord Leconfield’s Foxhounds

\yths and Legends of Britain, Readers meeting at the ‘Gog and Magog Lodges' are: 3rd

November 1874 in the Chichester Express an

-gerton Sykes Every 's Dictionary of West Sussex Journal; and 22nd March 1877 in
Non-Classical Mythology (1965 edition). the Brighton Guardian. | checked the |860s and
4, John & Caitlin Matthews British and Irts! 1850s
Mythology (1995 edition). 8. See the photograph taken in the mid-1930s
5. As Lethbridge seems to on page 8
have found hill-figures in the Gogmagog Hills,
and there were hill-figures at Goemagot's Leap, Other Principal Sources
it could be that there was once also such a T. C. Lethbridge Gogmagog. The Buried Gods
thing at The Gog at Petworth. (1957).
6. The quote is in The Lore of the Land by Ralph Whitlock In Search of Lost Gods (1979).
J. Simpson and . Westwood (2005). Both this Arthur Cotterell The Encyclopedia of Mythology
book and A Dictionary of English Folklore by (2001 edition).
J. Simpson and S. Roud (2000) contain the Marc Alexander A Companion to the Folklore

formation about when the effigies of the Myths and Customs of Britain (2002).

1ts were paraded in London.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
ACROSS 6 Fishermen, 7 Dough, 10 Simnel, | | Alder, 12 Beat, 14 Ned, |5 Afar; |7 Marbles,
19 Wayside, 22 Dawn, 23 Ash, 24 Robe, 27 Prize, 29 Prunus, 30 Revel, 3| Celandine
DOWN | Vigil, 2 Change, 3 Oral, 4 Verdant, 5 Hoed, 8 Garlands, 9 Band, 13 The, |5 Ass,

6 Oak Apple, |8 Bun, 20 Air; 2| Chicken, 23 Abed, 25 Bounds, 26 Bunny, 28 Ides, 29 Peal
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