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The Petworth Society was founded in 1974 "to preserve the character
and amenities of the town and parish of Petworth, including Byworthj;
to encourage interest in the history of the district, and to foster
a community spirit". It is non-political, non-sectarian, and non-
profit-making,

Membership is open to anyone, irrespective of place or residence,
who is interested in furthering the objects of the Society.

The annual subscription is £1 (minimum). Further information may be
obtained from any of the following:-

President

Mr, P.,A. Jerrome, Trowels, Pound Street,
Petworth.
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Vice-Chairman — Mr. K.C. Thompson, 18 Rothermead, Petworth.

o

Hon. Secretary - Mrs. B.Gs Johnson, Glebe Cottage, Bartons
Lane, Petworth, (Tel. 42226)

Hon, Treasurer -~ Mr, R.A. Sneller, 16 Littlecote,
Petworth, (Tel. 42507)

Hon. Membership Sece. = Mrs. J. Boss, North Street, Petworth.

Committee - Lord Egremont, Mrs., Audrey Grimwood,
Mr. R. Pottington, Mrs. Sonia Rix,
Lady Shakerley, Mrs. CeM. Sheridan, OF
Mrs, Anne Simmons, Mr. D.S. Sneller,
Mr, Je Taylor, Mrs, D. Thorpe. Mr George Stevens of Piper's Bridge. Drawn by Mr Charles Orr-Ewing

) from an original photograph taken by G.G.Garland in 1934




A rare postcard showing a procession moving up New Street led by the
Town Band . Date probably 1900 - 1912 - what would be the occasion?
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The Toll house at Coultershaw. Part of the old Toll house at Rotherbridge

was supposed to have been incorporated in this new building (now demolished).

COLONEL MAUDE

Our first and only president Colonel Maude died on June 6th at the
age of 93. His angular figure was universally known in the town,
and in the years before the Society was founded he acted as a kind
of focus for information, comment and discussion on matters pertain-
ing to Petworth. Nothing was too much trouble for him and all en-
quiries, however humble or unpromising, would receive painstaking
and courteous attention., He had an unrivalled awareness of Pet=-
worth's past both historical and architectural and a definite
vision of the kind of Petworth he wanted to see. He knew that
Petworth could not, in an age of universal change, remain static.
No one could turn back the waves and he did not attempt this. He
sought rather to see that inevitable change was appropriate and

in keepinge Protest for its own sake he would not countenance.
The Bulletin had of late pleased him greatly and its continuance
in its present form he would consider, I am sure, an indication
that his insights had not been lost sight of,

The Petworth Society was only one of his many interests in the town
even if perhaps he'saw it as 2 means of combining many of them.

We would be interested in joining with other town organisations
with whom Colonel Maude was connected in exploring the possibility
of a fund to set up some public tribute to his services to Petworth.

Po;k.J .

CHATRMAN'S NOTES

As T pointed out at the Annual General Meeting in May, a con-
spicuous weakness of this Society has been the lack of opportunity
for members to meet on a regular basis. I hope that the series of
monthly meetings in the Leconfield Hall beginning on Tuesday October
16th will go some way towards remedying this. The meetings will
begin at 8,00 p.m. sharp and there will be a standard charge of
35p to help with our costs (e.ge hiring the hall) and to allow for
light refreshment, As you will see we have tried to offer a varied
programme and to appeal widely. The first speaker will be Mr,
Marshall on "What to dc¢ when your car breaks down', Mr, Marshall
has had long experience with Rolls Royce - rather less experience

I would imagine with breakdowns! On Tuesday November 13th The Lady
Jane Turnbull (née Grey) will talk on "Lady Jane Grey'" and on
December 10th there will be a show of garden slides belonging to
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The Bluebell railway with its steam engines also has its terminus
in the villape cutside and for railway enthusiasts is well worth

a visit.

Other gardens notable for autumn colour and open to the Public and
well worth a visit include Wakehurst near laywards Ileath, Nymans
near Handcross, and Winkworth arboretum near Godalming, all belong-
ing to the National Trust, the former being leased to the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, and also Leonardslee, at Lower Beeding, near
Horsham, belonging to Sir Giles Loder, Bt. who has also one of the
most extensive ccllections of rhododendrons and camellias in the
country. For opening times of these one should check with the

National Trust handbook or local paopers.
Patrick M. Synge.

A LETTER FROM PHA BY 11 PETWORTH TRADESMEN
TO THE EARL OF EGREMONT PROTESTING ABOUT THE FAIR

23RD NOVEMBER, 1835

My Lord,

We are sorry to be obliged to trouble your Lordship, but having
tried every means to rid ourselves of the inconvenience and annoy-
ance of a number of Carts being stationed in the Market Place, and
the space near the Half Moon having been occupied by dealers in
Crockery Ware since Monday last to such an extent that no carriage
could approach the door of that Inn, we are reluctantly compelled
(as remonstrance has no effect) to apply to your Lordship, for
assistance in the matter.

THE RELIEF OF MAFEKING FROM THE PARISH MAGAZINE JUNE 1900

The Relief of Mafeking was received in the town with the heartiest
acclamations of delight. On Monday, when the official news was
received, the Bellringers rang a jubilant peal, and the Town Band
paraded the streets and played dance music to a large gathering of
people in the meadows below Grays. The whole town was decorated
with flags and banners, and on all sides was plentiful evidence of
the universal delight with which the gcod news had been received.
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THE BIRDS OF MY GARDEN

Having a large gorden in the centre of Petworth gives me great
opportunity for bird watching,

The 52 species listed below have all been recorded by myself over
the past few years and many of these are resident or regular visitors.

This is the 3rd year that Swallows have nested in my garage and 3
young left the nest on 19 June this year in spite of the late spring

and I hope will now raise another brood.

Goldfinches have raised broods in my fruit trees for several years
and I attract them all year by growing Teazles,

Several old trees and Ivy covered walls account for the visits by
Woodpeckers and Warblers and the peanuts hung near my kitchen window
for the Tits and the Siskins.,

The cock Pheasant which spent one Christmas Day strutting around my
vegetable garden obviously assumed that my dinner was already

arranged but the Tawny Owl decided that one of my rabbits was goced
eating and helped itself,

? hope to add to this list by watching whenever possible but there
is no truth in the rumour that I do my gardening while looking at

the sky.

Nesting (or closeby)

Starling
House Sparrow
Dunnock

Wren

Robin
Blackbird
Song Thrush
Great Tit
Blue Tit
Chaffinch
Bullfinch
Goldfinch
Collared Dove

Feeding

Mistle Thrush
Fieldfare
Redwing
Jackdaw
Pheasant
Feral Pigeon
Wood Pigeon
Pied Wagtail
White Wagtail
Green Wocdpecker
Great Spotted
Woodpecker
Treecreeper

Flying Over

Black Headed Gull
Herring Gull
Great Black Backed Gull
Cormorant

Heron

Mute Swan
Mallard

Canada Geece
Lapwing

Kestrel

Buzzard

Peregrine
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An impression of Kilsham Pond at the time of Treswell's map. (1610)






















"To the Editor.

Dear Sir,

As a follow up to our book, 'The Best of Fragments from France
by Capt. Bruce Bairnsfather'!, published to commemorate the 60th
Anniversary of the Armistice of WW1l, we are researching for a
biography of the famous WWl artist and cartoonist Bruce Bairns-
father. He created the immortal character, '0ld Bill'.

During WW2 Bruce Bairnsfather was appointed official cartoonist

to the U,S. Air Forces in Europe, He lived with his wife,
Cecilia, at the 0ld Forge, Northchapel, from about 1939 to 1943,
commuting to Chelveston, Bedfordshire, and returning to North-
chapel at weekends, He then moved to 'Barn Close' apparently
adjcining 'The 0ld Forge! and stayed there until 1951, The tele-
phone number of The 0ld Forge was Northchapel 260 in 1948, We
also believe that Captain Bairnsfather's father, Major Tom Bairns-
fazher lived at 'Goffs Farm', Northchapel, tel: Northchapel 47 in
1943,

When his father died, Bruce Bairnsfather had an extension built
onto The 0ld Forge for his mother, Janic Bairnsfather. The ex-
tension was made by a local builder, Mr. F.J. Hodgson,

We would very much like to hear from anyone who met or knew of the
Bairnsfathers during WW2, cr who can tell us where The 0ld Forge,
Barn Close or Goffs Farm were. /Any significant help will be ac-
knowledged in cur book and every letter will be answered.

Yours truly,

Tonie and Valmai Holt (Major and Mrs,)
Lo Wolmer Gardens,
Edgware, Middx, Tel: O1 958 L4881
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“Well, if you knows of a better ’ole, go to it.” .

Bruce Bairnsfather's most famous cartoon .(See letter to the Editor)




This was copied in 1894 from a much older and probably rather poor original.
It is likely to be Petworth but this is not certain. If it is, where was it taken?

Mr. F.Le LEESON of the West Sussex Tombstone Group asks on behalf
of the Sussex Family History Group if any members would wish to
transcribe tombstones before their inscriptions are lost.

Further information can be gained either from Mrs. Johnson or
direct from Mr. Lecson himself at -.

108 Sea Lane,
FERRING,
West Sussex.
BN12 SHB.

OUR FIRE ENGINE

FROM THE P.RISH MAGAZINE FEBRUARY 1886

I am glad to say a sufficient quantity of hose, leather and canvas,
has been purchased for the cngine, which is now in good working
order, if unhappily it be called into service for any fires. At

the last practice, and after a supper that followed for the members
of the Brigade, Capt. Stedman tendered his resignation on account of
health not enabling him to carry on the work to the satisfaction of
his own mind, The thanks of the Brigade were tendered to him for
his past long services, and he expressed his willingness to assist
at all times when his services would be useful as a member of the
Brigade.

I believe no cne is yet appointed to succeed in that office, but nc
doubt the right man will be found. Meantime Lieutenant Richardson
is well able to act with a willing and united corps.




AUTUMN ACTIVITIES

MIDHURST AND PETWORTH GROUP
SUSSEX TRUST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION

WEDNESDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER  PAGHAM HARBOUR LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Meet 11 a.ms Sidlesham Ferry. Bring Lunch. No Dogs Please,
LEADER David Sneller

PETWORTH SOCIETY WILDLIFE GROUP

SUNDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER PAGHAM HARBOUR LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Meet 10,20 a.m, Sidlesham Ferry. Bring Lunch. No Dogs Please.
LEADER David Sneller

SUNDAY 14TH OCTOBER EBERNOE COMMON (See Article)
Meet at Ebernoe Church 2.15 p.ms No Dogs Please,

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

For the Local History Course at The Herbert Shiner School see
Chairman's notes. Course begins Monday, September 24th.

Handwriting Group at TROWELS = fifth season.
Begins Tuesday OCTOBER 2ND.

EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Petworth Public Library from early September.
"FETES, FAIRS and REVELS"

TUESDAY OCTOBER 16TH LECONFIELD HALL
Mr. Marshall "What to do when your car breaks down!

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 13TH LECONFIELD HALL
The Lady Jane Turnbull (nfe Grey) "Lady Jane Grey"

MONDAY DECEMBER 10TH LECONFIELD HALL
Garden and other slides belonging to Mr. P.,M. Synge

All at 8.00 p.m.







