Bulletin No.21
SEPTEMBER 1980
Price for non-
Members 30p




CONTENTS

Constitution and Officers of the Society
Chairman's Notes
Some Very Faint Petworth Echoes
Here and There
A Petworth Childhood (3)
Barly Nineteenth Century Recipe
The Milton Connection
A Second Petworth Walk
Sone Railway Reminiscences (Continued)
Fritillaries
News from London: 4th May, 1686
Ebernoe Coumon
Taylor Family of Clockmakers of Petworth
A Case of Brotherly Love, Pctworth 1606
A Household Account of the 10th EBarl 1651
A Case of "Peculation" Petworth 1802
Coultershaw
New Members
* * * *
Cover Design by Mr. J.M. Newdick

* * * *

This Bulletin was printed by:-

MIDHURST AND PETWORTH PRINTERS
11 Rothermead, Duck Lane,
PETWORTH., and at MIDHURST.
Tel. 42456 Tel., 6321

* * * *

Published by:- The Petworth Soc:ety










P
=
{1}
]
[
i
=
L
=
(=W
o
=
B
2
5]
=
{m ™
<
1

"Rick-fire"

paper was it? How long did it go cn? Where was it produced? Why
and when did it stop? Has anyone a copy? Has anyone ever seen a
copy? Mr. Seward, who was also librarian at the Petworth Institute
when it was still at the Town Hall, died in February 1892 and the
photograph was probably taken c.1890. The Parish Magazine for
March 1892 observes "Petworth Institute has suffered a great loss
in the very sudden death of Mr. Thomas Seward, As Librarian he was
indefatigable in his labours and has been the means of adding to the
Library mony hundreds of volumes, as well as many interesting ob-
Jects for a museum in that same Institute'". One might also wonder,
pointlessly at this distance in time, what objects Thomas Seward had
collected for his museuwn and what eventually happened to them.

Has anyone who may recad this any light to throw on the Petworth Echo
or Petworth's two lost photographers? Or has someone another "echo"
they feel is growing ever fainter?

P.A.J.

HERE and THERE

Miss Mitford has found at Dean a very well preserved button of the
Petworth Voluntecrs (see photograph) a kind of local militia or
territorial unit that flourished some hundred years ago. The button
bears a crown and the legend "Petworth Volunteers" in block capitals
while the reverse has William Williams the manufacturer's name. Mr.
Youens of the 01d Forge, High Street, has found in his garden a lead
disc some 36 mm in diameter and weighing just over an ounce, Chi-
chester District Muscum say that as it has no lettering and is
rather heavy it is probably a tally issued to a worker when he had
performed a settask (e.ge providing a certain number of bricks, or a
set quantity of trimmed stone). A given amount of money would be
exchanged per tally. This was an cighteenth or nineteenth century
practice,

The Strood and Egdean United footballers in Bulletin No.20 have been
identified as follows:

Back Row: E, Powell/Clem Goodyer/B. Sheppard/T. Madgewick/Mr. Burse/
————/Mr. Powell/F, Pottington/
Middle Row: Mr. Burse/Mr. Andrews/————/Jack Herbert/A. Lassiter/

Front Row: H. Parker/Jim Madgewick/W. Parker/Mr. Howick/R. Carver/
E. Andrews/. 5
















straight stretch. Up the rise to Selham station, then on again
up the bank, to the left sandy common land, to the right a land-
ing field used by Walrus amphibian planes from an airsea rescue
squadron (now polo fields). This was probably the steepest climb
on the line and at the top the train would seem to run away again
between the firs and heather, which in summer always seemed to
scent the track at this point, finally through the tunnel to
Midhurst. In winter the prevalent scent was of steam heating,
vividly brought back to me years later by a ride on the Bluebell
line.

What else arose during the war, The railway maintained its own
units of the Home Guard, and for some reason we were equipped
with Canadian made Ross rifles ,303 calibre, longer than the nor-
mal army rifle and withdrawn from Canadian troops in the First
World War. They had two advantages, their extra length made them
very accurate for range firing and there was no real shortage of
ammunition, Their disadvantage a barrel which was not completely
covered, Other local units of the Home Guard had American P40
rifles firing ,300 ammunition which was in short supply.

Henry Milton c1885
Photograph by Walter Kevis.

Mr. He

There was a hit and run raid where the bombs fell either side of
the station, The three cottages referred to earlier just fell
down or so I was told when returning on leave. The then Station
Master dived under the office table, and this must have been quite
a sight as he was rather a portly gentleman.

Victoriana - the original clerk still compiled his weekly '"Yellow"
forms for traffic in Indian ink and copied them in a tissue book
with the aid of a press. How many people nowadays have used this
means of copying.

Since these days I have travelled many thousands of miles by train,
including several long journeys between Limbe in Malawi and Cape
Town in South Africa, but the memories of the Petworth branch still
remain,

(concluded)

Note the "Petworth Echo" at the foort of the desk.

Mr. Thomas Seward c1890,
Photograph by Walter Kevis.
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The Volunteers c1870 - A photograph by F.G. Morgan.




Henry Hooker of Upperton.
Drawn by Mr. Charles Orr-Ewing from an original Garland photograph taken in the 1930's.

FRITILLARTES

Though not the brightest colours in flowers, Fritillaries have a
peculiar fascination for many gardeners and lovers of wild flcwers

and have their own devotees. In England they still grow abundantly an
are much treasured in the damp meadows of Christ Church, Oxford be=-
side the Thames as well as in some other damp fields, although I have
never seen them in the equally moist meadows beside the Rother or the
Arun, It is however worth a visit to visit them for any wild flower
lovers The white snowflake Leucojum aestivum also grows in Oxford-
shire and Berkshire in similar sites. The Fritillary......

Name Fritillary is thought to have been derived from ocur own native
¥, melearris, wheose chequered pendulcus bells bear a resemblance to
the squares of a chessboard, called a 'fritillus' in the sixteenth
century. TFritillaries have also long been known as 'Ginny-hen
Flcwers' from their apparent resemblance to the dumpy guinea hen,
'Snakeshead! is yet another name for them. They belong to the giant
Lily family and as far as can be determined there are almost a hun-
dred species,

The European species are the most commonly seen in gardens and, apart
from the Crown Imperial from Afghanistan and Northern India, are pro-
bably the easiest of cultivation. They include F. pyrenaica, a
rather variable plant, in its largest forms growing up to two feet

in height and bearing two or three mahogany coloured pendulous bells
which are a curious glossy yellow inside with large pitted nectaries
like dewdrops at the base of the bell. Against an old grey stone
wall in a dry bcrder a colony will form a distinctive sight and will
be likely to persist. F. involucrata is another fairly easily grown
species from the Alpes Maritimes and Italy with larger pale greenish-
yellow flowers, slightly chequerecd and with black nectaries.

Among the Asiatic species the best known is the Crown Imperial, F,.
imperialis, the largest of all Fritillaries and one which brings a
splash of early cclour tc the border, where it is best planted. It
has long been cultivated both in this country and Holland and is often
secn in Dutch flower paintings. There is an old legend that it grew
along the road to Calvary but refused to bow its head when Cur Lord
passed; ever since, the pendant bells have been bowed in shame and the
unshed tears are found in the nectary. It is not now considered
native to Palestine but may well have been carried there in the time
of Alexander the Great and brought into Europe by the Crusaders.
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afterthought, moneys received from the sale of two horses.

P.H.A, 5836 is a long document, a detailed document, but never a
dull ‘-onee From it we learn more of John Snagg, of Richard Barnes
the carrier, and much about the minutiae of a great nobleman's
household ancd the retainers dependent on it. If a single roll
yields so much, how much more might the whole series!

P.AJ.

A CASE OF "PECULATION" IN 1802
(A local history group note)

PHA 6313 is another of William Tyler's case briefs of which a num-
ber have been described in earlier Bulletins. 6313 from 1802 con-
tains the prosecution case against Thomas Luff, a prisoner, but
lately for many years a labourer in the Earl of Epremont's employ-
ment, He is charged with stealing a hempen sack and four bushels
of barley to the value of ten shillings, the property of the Earl
of Egremont.

It appears that in 1802 there had been a rash of petty theft or
"peculation" as the brief calls it, from the Earl by those employed
by him; while the parties involved were so disposed to keep one
another's secrets that the detection of offenders was almest im-
possible. As a preventive measure instructions had been given to
his Lordship's lodgekeepers to allow no one to bring out anything
without notice and to make relevant enguiry if they felt it
necessary.

On the evening of 7th May 1802 Luff had been observed by Thomas
Bird (Principal Groom to the Earl of Egremont) and William Betts
(a helping groom), with a four bushel sack, seemingly full, in his
Lordship's coach stable where he worked "within his Lordship's
walls', Luff told both Bird and Betts separately that the sack
contained oats and that he was going to send it the next morning
to the mill to be ground for the use of Lanaway, the dairyman.
Bird rebuked him and told him that this was none of his business.
On Saturday the 8th Bird and Detts apain saw the sack with the
same contents, and after Bird had ridden out Luff carried the sack
out and through Thomas Sanders!' lodge intoc the street. When he
saw Sanders coming after him to ask him whot he was carrying, Luff
pitched the sack by a stable belonging to Thomas Bird, the Principal
=

Photograph by Mr. John Mason.

Ebernoe Horn Fair 1980 (1) Roasting the sheep.










cut and refaced them. During this century the old Sussex mills
have gradually been closed down, Increased use of coal and pet-
rol and the birth of machinery rapidly outdat:d many of these.
Farmers purchased their own machinery to do their own grinding
and chaff-cutting.

Another reason for the closure of small mills was the importing of
cheap wheat which flooded the market, large mills pgrew up at the
ports to cut the costs still further, theseexpanded and soon put
most of the small rural mills out of business. Coultershaw Mill
fought this challenge until the 1970's but now, alas, all that re-
mains are its foundations and the old water pump which used to
supply Petworth town, this pump has now been restored by the Sussex
Archaadlogical Society.
P.C. (with scknowledgement to the article by J.D. DYMOND in

Sussex County Magazine Vol. 27).

NEW MEMBERS

We welcceme the following New Members who have joined the Scciety

since our June Bulletin.

Mrs. S.Austin, Heriots, Sutton, Pulborough.

Mrs, R.N.Bickerdike, Corner Cottage, Bignor.

Mrs. S.Boxall, 20 Wyndham Road, Petworth,.

Mrs., S.Boxall, 4 Cherry Tree Walk, Petworth.

Mrs. Je.oradshaw, 22 Rothermead, Petworth.

Mr. R.Cross, New West Lodges, Tillington Road, Petworth.

Mr. R.Cross, 289 Horsham Road, Petworth.

Mr. S.R.MeDiplock, 20 Downland Drive, Hove, Sussecx.

Mr. R.Dixon, 5 Sorrel Road, Horsham, SusscX.

Mrs. D.Doo, 33 Newmoor Crescent, Scuthminster, Essex.

Mrs. F.L.Ellis, Embassy Square 2000N Street North West, Apartment
. 308 Washin ton DC 200036.

Miss J.Grimwood, Top Flat 518 Victoria Road, Queen's Park, Glasgow.

Mrs. P. Hartley, Kitchen Court, Hijh Street, Petworth.

Miss K.Harvey, 14 Somerset Hospital, North Strect, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. P.K.Hounsham, P.0. Box 5311, Limbe, Malawi, Central Africa.

Mrs. Jarvis, 3 Pound Strect, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. M.Duncan-Jcnes, 1 Chestnut Cottages, Byworth.

Mrs. K.L.Katon, 335 Grove Street, Petworth.

Mrs. B. Lester, Avenings, Gelden Square, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. D. Cook-Martin, Avenings, Golden Square, Petworth.

Mr. & Mrs. F.Pennicott, WillowCottaze, Duncton.

Mr. & Mrs. J.Rabone, Stringers Hall, East Streect, Petworth.

Mr. E.W.Sadler, 55 Sheepdown Drive, Petworth.

Mr., N.Scorse, Martlet House, Lombard Strect, Petworth,

Mrs. J. Standing, 31 Greatpin Crwgg, Fittlewcrth. (Cont. on Page
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